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Tis worke is deuided into three partes, the 
firſt whereof is entituled, 


The view of worldly Fanirier, 


Exho to contempne, all 5 lea- 
eee, — egy FEY and 
partianamed, Lin 
The ſhame ane. 
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TO THE RIGHT HO XN 0- 
._ Table, — d and Maiſter, the Earle 
of Bedforde : Knight of the noble order of the Garter, 
and one of her Matefties moft bonorable priuie 
counſel. George Gaſcoigne wiſheth much en- 
creaſe , & long citinuance of Gods fauor 


according to bu bounden dactie, 


Fe Ight noble & my finguler good Lord: if I ſhould 

preſume ( in this Epiſtle dedicatorie )to blaſome 
RRE I ů ͤĩ airs 
er ie. or your exceeding fauour & tie towards 
1 4. — icularitie , I might both offend your 
honorable eares (which are ſeldome ſcene willing to hearken 
vnto your owne praiſes ) and much digreſſe from mine ou ne 
former courſe in writing, ſince I haue hitherto ( in all my life) 
attained ſmall skill or grace in the arte of adulation. Let it then 
pleaſe your honour to reſt throughly ſatiſſied with this my ſim- 
ple acknowledging of your great goodnes, ſo much ſurpaſsing 
my {mal deſerts, that I find none other meane of diſcharge, but 
onely to continue your faithfull ſeruant & follower. The which 
I proteſt to accompliſh vnto my liues end, as well towards your 
owne perſon & my good Ladie, as to all your poſteritie in eue- 
rie dutifull reſpect. And (my good Lorde) I muſt needes con- 
ſeſſe both vnto your honour and to the whole worlde , that a- 


— 
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à number of im ions I finde my ſelfe guiltie of 
much time miſpent, and of curioſitie then was conue- 
nient, in penning and endighting ſundry toyes and tryffles. Sa 
that looking backe (with inward griefe) towardes the begin- 


ning of my reckleſſe race, I find that both the time, & my dutie 
do challenge in mee the fruites of repentance , to be ſhewed in 
ſome ſerious trauaile which might both — begre wit- 
neſſe of my reformation, and generally profitable vn- 
to others. Whereunto I was (now almoſt twelue moneths paſt) 
pricked and much moued, by the graue and diſcrete wordes of 
one right worſhipfull and mine approued friend, who (in my 
preſence) hearing my thriftleſſe booke of hies yndeſeruedly 


. iy. com- 


—w——WOy__OOT MOB b<cn-.< CI 


—_— —_—_——— 


” " 


The Epiſtle Deglicatory. 
comended,did fay: Thathe liked the {mell of thoſe Pues pre- 
tely wel, but hee woulde like the Gardiner much better if hee 
. would employ his ſpade in no vorſe ground, then either Diui- 
nitie or moral Philoſophie. Vnto which-wordes I thought not 
meete to reply much at that time, hauing learned that araſh 
anſwere ſhould not be giuen vnto a graue aduiſe. But finding 
my ſelf therewith throughly tickled, & thereby alſo finding th 
great difforẽce between that frind & many other,vhohadſyn-! 
drie times ſerued me as an Eccho with praiſes & common ſut- 
frages, affirming that I deſerued a Lawrel garland, with ſundry 
other plauſible ſpecches not here to be rehearſedꝭ I began 
{traightway to conſider that it is not ſufficiẽt for a man to haue 
a light flying Hawke, vnleſſe he do alſo accuſtome ur to ſtoupe 
ſuch Quarries as are both pleaſant & profitable. Fovit the beſt 
Faul kener with his beſt flying Faulcon ſhould yet continually 
beat the flocks of ſimple ſhiftles Doues, or ſuffer his Hauke to 
check always at the caryon Crowe, the pleaſuremight perhaps 
content a vaine deſire, but the proſite or commoditie woulde 
Skarcely quite his coſt; And in like manerawhoſocuerts (by che 
higheſt God) endued with any haughty gift, he; t alſoto 
beſtow & imploy the ſame in ſome worthie and profitable ſub· 
iect or trauaile: Leaſt in his default, he deſerue the name of an 
vnprofitable and careleſſe ſteward when his account is ſtrictly 
caſt. So then (to return to my purpoſe my ſinguler good lord) 
. I haue of long time thought my ſelfe bounden by ſome ſerious 
trauaile to declare that thoſe graue and frendly words did not 
marche altogither vnmarked, through my mynde . And there- 
vpon ( not many moneths ſince) toſsing and retoſsing in my 
ſmall Lybrarie, amongeſt ſotve bookes which had not oſten 
felte my fingers endes in xv yeares before, I chaunced to light 
vpon a {mall volume, ſkarce-comely couered, and welworſe 
handled. For to tell a trueth vnto your honour, it was written 
in an olde kind of Caracters, and ſo torne as it neither had the 
beginning perſpicuous, nor the end perfect. So that I cannot 
certainly ſaye who ſhould bee the author of the ſame . But as 
thinges of meanc ſhewe ( outwardlye, ) are not as 
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The Fpiſtie Detficatory. 


be reiected, euen ſo in this olde torne Pamphelette I found⸗ 
CC (as me thought) written with ſuch zeale and at- 
fection, and tending ſo directly vnto the reformation of man- 
ners, that I did not onely( my ſelfe) take great pleaſure in perti- 
culer reading thereof, but thought them profitable to be pub. 
liſhed for a generall cc ie. And have tranſlated 
and collected into fome order theſeſundry parcels of the ſame. 
The which(aſwel becauſe the author is to me ynknowen,as alſo 
becauſe the originall copies haue no peculiar title, but.cheetly 
becauſe they do all tende zealouſlyto anadmonition whereby 
we may cuery man walkewarely & decentlye in his vdcation) I 
haue thought meete to ęntitle Ih Droomme of Doome/day. Ihin- 
king my ſelf aſſured chat any ſouldier which meaneth to march | 
vnder theflagg of Gods fanour, may by ſound of this dromme \ 
be awaked;and called to his watcheand ward with right ſuffi- 
cient ſuminons.For more perticuler proofe-whetof let .it pleaſe 
my good Lorde to vnderſtand, that I haue deuided this worke | 
into three partes. Whereof the firſt I haue named ' The ii ieme f \ 
Warldly manities. Becauſe it doth verye eloquentlye(and pithily) 
perſwade all men to contempne the-pompes, exceſſiue pleſutes 
and delightes of this lyfe. A treatiſe which though at thefirſte 
it ſeeme very hard and vnpleaſant, yet whoſoeuer will vouche- 
ſafe the diligent reading thereof, ſhall reape thereout no leſſe 
commoditie, then a body which is repleat with humors, recea- 
ueth by the medicinable purgation. r I haue 
termed the Shame of Sinne. Becauſe in deede it diſplayeth and 
blaſoneth the deteſtable enormities thereof, and helpeth to 
cure the ſoule by remembranct and conſideration of the very 
lootheſomnes, which ſinne doth-continually carrye in it ſelfe. 
This parte needeth notſo much demonſtration, as it deſerueth 
commenda ion. And whoſoener doth moſt beaſtly wallow and 
delight in ſinne & wickedneſſe, if he beſtow but one houre in a 
day to reade and recorde the leſſons therein . doubt 
not but he ſhall ape much profit; and I ſomethankes for my 
trauaile. The thirde and laſt depifion is called The Needells Eye. 
And teacheth aſyell the right rules of Chriſtian lyfe , as _ 
c 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the meanes how to the crooked by pathes which leade 
vnto deſtruction . So that the offences once auoyded , and the 
mynde fully bent to goe forthwardes in godlineſſe, it ſhal bee 
hard to withdraw vs — ormance of our poſsible duties. 

Vnto theſe three parts thus collected & ordted, I haue 
to adde an olde letter which teacheth gemedier againſt the 
itternes of Death. Being particulerlye and yet (in my opinion) 
eloquently and well written by the originall aucthor. Yea and 
very meete to be redde as the preſent tyme requireth.All which 
together drawing to a reaſonable volume, I haue now finiſhed 
and publiſhedin print. And aſwell becauſe I thought the light 
of the authors ouer bright a Candle to be hidden vnder a bu- 
ſhell, as alſo for that I would make the world witnes how depe 
my graue friends aduiſe did ſink into my memory, but eſpeci- 
ally to leaue ſome pawne of thankfulneſſe in your honourable 
handes, vntill I may with deſerte diſcharge ſome parte 
of ſuch infinite duties as I owe vnto your Lordſhip: I preſume 
right humbly to dedicate my trauaile herein vnto your patro- 
nage and holy name. Euen ſo beeſeeching the ſame to pardon 
my im ions, if any( through ignorance and not for lache 
of zeale ) haue paſſed my penne throughout this worke. And 
much the rather for that in deede I haue both vſed the confe- 
rence, and abyde the correction of learned Deuines, to make it 
the more worthy of ſo honorable a patrone. How ſo euer it be 
my will and deſire are very earneſt to pleaſe and profit all true 

chriſtians in generalitic , and to purchaſe the continuance of 
your comfortable fauour in perticularitie. In full hope where- 
of I ceaſe any further to trouble your good Lordeſhippe , but 
ſhall neuer ceaſe to beeſeeche the almightie that he vouchſafe 
long to vphold the pyllers of your eſtate to his plea 
ſure. From my lodging where I finiſhed this trauaile in weake 
plight for health as your good Lordſhippe well knoweth this 2. 


of ate. 1576, — N 355 0 
our Lord/þippes humble and fa) 
full ſeruaunt George Gaſcorgnt, 


The firſt booke ofthe view we 


of workly vanities, 


SLUG that J might beholve ſozrowe and payne ? and 
{31 that my dayes might be conſumed inconfuſſon, 
Ye. 45) 3f he whomour LozdeGD D did ſanqiſie in 
1 — A his mothers wombe, did ſpeake thus of him⸗ 
ſelfe, what ſhall J then ſaye of my ſelfe whome my mother 
hath begotten inſinne ? Ah las foz me , O mother may J 
well ſaye) wherefoze haſt thou begotten o2 conceyuedme the 
ſonne of bitter ſoʒro we and patne ! UWherefoze dyed J not 
in my mothers wombe: Oꝛ wherefoqe did J not periſh, euen 
as ſone as J came foozth of che ſame: Wherefoze was J re⸗ 
ceined betweene her knees, ſuckled with her teates, and pet 
boꝛne to become meat foz woꝛmes, and fuel ſu yer? Oh that 
J had berne layne in her entrals, and that ſhe had become my 
— and her wombe had bene my talk conception. 
Then had J bene as if J were not, tranfferred from the 
Wombe to the Tombe. Abo therefoze will giue me a founs 
taine of teares to mine eyes, that J may bewaile the miſera⸗ 
ble entrie ot mans condition, the culpable of mans 
conuer ſation, and the danmable ending ol mans diſſolution; 
Let man then ( with teares ) conſider wherofheis made, what 
he doth, c what he meaneth to do. @nrely he ſhall find that he 
was fozmed and facionedofthe earth, conteiued in ſin, boꝛne 
vnto miſerie, that he doth le wde things which are not law⸗ 
7 full filthie thinges which are not comely, and vayne thinges 
which are not erpedient. Yee ſhalbe made fewell fo2 Fyer, 
meate ſoʒ wo2mes, and matter foz coꝛruption. But let mes 
expounde theſe woꝛdes moze plainely : J ſhoulde better haue 
ſayed, Man is ſoꝛmed and made of Duſt, Clay, Aches, and a 
matter much vyler, which foꝛ modeſtie J doe not name, con⸗ 
| (ried inconcupilcence of the —_— the ſeruent heate of 


"B79! Perefozecame Jont of my mothers wombe, cr to. 
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luſt in the loathſome Mmke of deſire;'(andthat woꝛſe is) in 
the blot + blemith of ſinne, boꝛne vntopaine, ſozrow, 4 feare, 
yea t that which is moſt milerable)vntodeath, He doth lewd 
things whereby he offendeth God, his neighboꝛ, and himſelf, 
He dath filthy facts, whereby he defyleth his good name, his 
conſcience and his per ſon, and he doth vaine things, whereby 
he negleueth ſerious,” pzcfitabte-and neteſcarie thinges. Ve 
thal became the le wel foꝛ ſier, which alwayes burneth x cans 
not be quenthed, the fode of woꝛnnes, which euer gnawe and 
feede vpon him, and the continuall maſſe of coꝛruption which 
al waves ſtinketh, and is filthie,odious,and horrible. 
Of:he vile- Then our Lade Odd hath faꝛmed man of the ſlyme of the 
nes of mans Garth; which is moe vyle then the reit of the Elements, as 
lubltance. it appeareth in the ſetonde ol Geneſts Vee made the Pola⸗ 
nets and Starres of the yer, the blaſtes and wyndes ofthe 
Ayꝛe, the Fiſhes and Fowles of the Mater, Man v braſt 
he made of Carth: Then if he conſider of the creatures crea⸗ 


ted in the Waterhe ſhail perceine hunlelf to be vile. Conſt | 
dering the creatures made of Ay2e,be ſhallfind himſelf moꝛe 
vile, and conſide ring the creatures ol fyer, be ſhallfynd him | 
ſelfe moſt vyle: Neither ſhall he make himſelfe equall with | 
the heauenly creatures, no2 dareth p2eferre himſelſe befoze | 
the creatures of the Carth,fo2 he ſhall find himſelfe equal vus 


ſhall acknowlcdge hinrſelfe like vnto cattell, 


to beaſtes, and 


ſithence thende ol man and cattel of the feld is all one, 4 their 


condition and eſtate are equall, neither can man doany moꝛe 
then a beaſt, From the Carth they ſpꝛang and roſe, andto 
the Earth they ſhall returne togither. Theſe are not the 
woꝛds of any woꝛldly man, but of the wyſeſt euen Salomon. 
What is man then but ſiyme and duſt ? and thereupon hee | 
ſayeth vnto God: Remember (A beſeech ther) that thou haſt 
made meer like vnto Earth , and ſhalt baing mee into duſt a- 
> gaine, and thereupon alſo God ſayeth vnto man: Thou art 
1 00. duſt, and ſhalt returne into duſt. Jam compared (ſayth lob) 
Ccue. 3. vnto Clay, and am lykened vnto Ambers and Ales , wy 


Eccle. 3. 
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vncleane velſlel, and being once poluted, is defyled, euen by 
the lirſt touche thereof. Foꝛ the fille hath thice natur all po⸗ 


ons one ol feeds another of naturt. The firſt is made in ſuch 


tat the act o generation(yea,cuen bet weene married folks) 
is neuer committed without p2onocation of the fieſh; without 
heate ol luſt, oꝛ of tontupiſtence, whereupon 


Ath:ee oppoſite and contrar ye vices; the reaſdna "_ 


of worldlyvanities, 3 


is made of Mater and duk; 7 ag s 
maine therein, and Alches are made of yer and wode , and 
both the ſubſtances do faile , An erpꝛelle miſterie, but to bee 
expounded in an other place. what is Clay to be pzowd 
one 02 whereof doeſt thou extoll thy ſelfe, © dull: O Allyes, 
whereof doeſt thou glozy?⸗ 
Peraduenturo thou wilt anfwere that Alan himſelf was _ 
faſhioned and fozmedol Clay, and that thou art pꝛocreate of pot 4 
the ſede of man. But he was fo2med out of virgin clay, and on. | 
thou art p2ocreate of ſede, which is vncleane, foꝛ who can 
make that cleane which is tonteiued or vncleane ſed? What 1b. 14. 
is man that he may ſeeme bndefyled 2 oz that which is boꝛne 

ol man may ſeeme iuſt? Fo? behold, J was begotten in ini⸗ pan. 50. 
quitie, and my mother conceiued mee in ſinne. Hot only in one 
iniquitie noz in one only tranſgreſſion, but in manye iniqui⸗ 

ties, and in many tranſgreſſions, yea, euen in ſtrange wa 

ties and tranſgrefions,*forthereare two kinde of 


factes as are committed. The feconde, in ſuch things as are 
purchaſed and gotten, fo2 the parents commitin the firft, and 
their iNue doe purchaſe in the ſetonde. Fo? who is ianv2ant 


the feves Which 
are conceiued be vncleane,be blotted, and made coꝛ rupt, and 
the ſoule being therewith ouerflowed doth purchaſe the ſpott 
of inne, the blot ofaylt. and tranſgreſfion, and the blemiſh ol 


iniquitie euen as liquoꝛe is toꝛruptrd bering thꝛatt into an 


wers oz thꝛee naturall ſoꝛces, that is to ſap, a reaſonable-po- 
wer to deſerne bet werne good 4 euill a paſſionate pov er to 
reiec the euill, and a power of appetite to delre that which 
is good. Theſs thꝛ power s are oginally 


A.ij. by 


the languiſhmont of nature,andthe focder af death, without | 
the which no man is hozne, & without the whirh no man dr 
eth, the which although it paſſe auer at anyotime in ate of | 
accuſation,yct it remaineth always in act, Foz if we ſay that 

ſinne, we beguple our (elues,+ the trueth is not in | 


1. Jo, i. 
Rom. 5. 
Of the 
weaknes of 
e 0a. e they are, which 
af death, befoze they knowe what lite ia, fo2 


— 


in many things then they haue, fo2 they go as loone as they 
be bozne, — goe ftraight vpon our feete, no 
noꝛ creepe vpon our hands if neede were. | 

Meer are all bozne crying that wer may thereby expzeſſe Of be pain 
our miſert * child f 1 A.and 1 
a woman chylde pꝛonnunteth E: Do that they lay either E. g out 
d A: as many as diſcende from Eua. And what is Eua, but ot che u- 
Heu, Ha t · eche of theſe ſoundes is the voice of a ſoꝛrowfull fac. 


creature, expꝛeſling the greatneſſe of his griefe , # hereupon 
befoze Cuaſinned,the was called Virago, and after ſhe ſin- 
ned ſhe deſerued tobe called Eua, when ſhe heard ſaide vnto 
her, Thou ſhalt bzing fvozth in ſoꝛrowe and paine : foz there 
is no paine to be compared to that which a woman abydeth Gco-:, 
in her laboꝛ. Whereupon Rachel with oner great griefe of _ 
: labozing,dyed, et at her death the called the name of her ſonne 
Benony, which betokeneth the ſonne of ſozrow oꝛ paine. The 
| * wifeof Phinecs : falling ſoddainly inlaboz, b2ought foozth a "454 
child,+ dyed withall,+ even at the inſtant of death, ſhee called o a. fc. 
her ſonne Icabod, But a woman like vnto one that hath el⸗ 
caped ſhipw2ack )is ſozrowfull and ſad, whiles ſhee kabozeth, 
but when ſhe hath bzought fozth a childe, then remembꝛeth 
ſhe nat her paines, fo2 ioy becauſe a man childe is bozne into 
| the wozld; the tonceiueth with filth + vncleannes, ſhe 
bꝛingeth foo2th x is deliuered with paine # heauineſſe , bꝛin⸗ 
geth it vp andnouriſheth it with toyle and carefulneſſe, and 
kepeth and pꝛeſerueth it with dꝛead and fearfulneſce, 
Pan commeth foozth naked , and ſhalt returnenaked, he Oi n+" 
— tis ©; ſaycth Job) I man. lob. 1. 
ui. camng 
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moſt althie to he ſens.) / | | 01 

What fruits * il nwezthneſe ofa tte nvcnntion ant 
a man brin- vn woꝛthis eſtate of mans vileneſſc. Search the trers andthe 
Sei fon. herbes ol the Earth; they bzing foo2th boughes, leaues, flo- 
wers, z fruites. A man bꝛingeth looꝛth nittes, lyie x woꝛms. 
They diſtill and pow2e out. Dyle, Une, and Balmes and a 
man maketh excranentes of ſpittie piſle, and oʒdure. They 
ſ\mcll and bzeathe allſweetnoge-of ſmeit and pleaſantneſſe, 
whereas man belcheth,b2caketh winde and ſtinketh oz ſuch 
as the tree is, ſuch fruites it bꝛingeth foꝛth, and an cuil tree 
cannot bzing out good fruite. Then what is man ( accozding 
to his ſhape and pꝛopoꝛtion) but a tree turnedtopſie turney? 
whole rootes are his haires; theſtub of the: roote is his head 
and his necke, the bodie of the tree, is his bꝛeaſt, belly, and 
bulke, the boughes are his armes and legges, and the little 
bꝛanches and leaues, are his fingers and toes. This is the 


(cafe which is toſſed with the wind, and the ubble which is 


dz ed vp with the Sunne. 
Of the dit. In the firſt age of Man, it is read, that he liued nine hun⸗ 
commodi- gʒeth peares and moze , but when mans life began by little 
ics ©! 38* and little to declyne, then our Lozde God ſaide vnto Noe: 
nes of ie, y Spirite ſhall not remaine with man fo2 euer, becauſe he 
Sapi.9, is llech, and his dayes ſhalbe one hundꝛeth 4 twentie yeares, 


1.1. the which may be vuyerlſoove as well by the terme of mans 
life,as by the ſpace ta repent him, fo2 from that time fo2th- | 


wards fewe are read of which liued any longer. But when 
Valm,s9. mans life was daily moze4 moze ſho2tned, then was it ſaid 
by the Plalmiſt: The dayesof his time are ſeuentie peares, 
oʒ ikit be a ſtrong body, ſoure ſcoʒe peres. t then their payne 
| (ozrow oooh: , W my 


dayes 


eth in ane eſtato. Fa2mpw a dayes men do liur fonrtic yerrs, 


eee 
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Our days do paiſt utony mote 
— Shand. 1 
Aman boꝛne ofa woman,lining a ſhozt time, roptemſhed 
with wayy milenes,comurth foo2th-like a n wer ⁊᷑ ts plut⸗ 
ked vp, and fiyethaway like a wado we, and neuer contin 


and-vericfewe pg-reachſtrtwe-yeares.o But if mai do attaine 
vnto age, inunediately hes heart is afflicted, his head is trou- 
bled, his ſpirites lãguiſh his bꝛeath ſtinketh his face is wins 
led, his bodie is bo wedchis eyes are daſeled, his fæling fay⸗ 
leth, and his quiekeneſſe quayleth, jus teeth become roten, + 
bieten ane ceſediepy ons ne ˙αν.“. 1125 

Angle man4s.y20ucked, but hardly reuoked, delcening 
quickely,,aud miſeaſtangs lavſurely:conetous ,and greedy, 
heauie, and necdie . Swift to ſpeake, and lows to heare, 
pꝛayſing thinges of antiquitie, and deſpyũing what is vſed 
pꝛeſently, hlaming tho time pꝛeſent, and allowingthe time 
paſt, ha ſigheth and is vered, her wareth wenke and is as 
dente. as Horacg ſayeth 5 Adulta ſenem cirtum vrmunt tn 
co moda. To conclude, neither let old men gloꝛie againſt yong 
men, noꝛ vet let vong men ware inlolent and diſdayne olde 
men, loꝛ they dnss wos are, n 
be as they nowe are. 300 3 1197112 
Vyꝛde is created tofipe Ane, andWuris boꝛne 
fo x woaryed with tayle and labour, All his daves arc full 
of labours and paynes, neither can his mynde bee quyrt 
in the ſcilent night, and what is this but vanitie, there is 
no man without labour under the Sunne nah without de⸗ 


" fexesand mperfecions-under the aner noꝛ without va⸗ 
1 nitie vader tyme . — is the detave ot thinges ſubicct 


vnto ch as eacher ſa 
and all is vanitie . O . — — 
—————— and yet they haue all one 


ende, and one ſelfe (ans effect. euen labour payne, and ves 
rationaf the mrude. , nn 
4 my, 


lob. 19. 


Of the pains 
avd labours 
of men. N 


Of the ſtu- 
dy of wiſe 


8 DTbe viene 
all men, yoke. is layd vpon the ſonnes of Adam, 
— they come froth x tht mothers womb, 
vntil the daye al their Sepulture, in the earth, whichismo- 
ther to all liuing creatures. Let wiſe men ſearch narrowly, 
let them heedilye conſider the height of the Yeanens, the 
b:eadth ofthe earth, and the depth ofthe Sea, let them ar⸗ 
gue and diſpateenery one ot this, let them handle them all 
ouer, and let them atwayes eyther learne 03 teach, and in ſo 
doing what: ſhall they fynde ont of this buſie tople of our 
fife, but trauayle and paine e that knewe he by experience, 
which ſayed: Jinclyned my Heart to knowe learning, and 
pꝛudence, erroꝛ, and fooliſhneſſe,and J perteiued that al was 
laboꝛ and affliction of the ſpirite. Foz as much as in great 
wifedome and knowledge there is great diſdaine,+ he which 
tncreaſcth knowledge increaſeth alſo paine and trauaile, foz 

although whileſt that he ſearcheth it out, he mut (weat ma | 
ny tunes, and watch manye nightes with ſweat and labo2, 
pet is there lcarcely any thing ſo vyle, 02 any thing ſo caſte, 
that man can fully and th2oughly vnder ſtande it, noz that her 
can clerely compꝛehende it, vnleſle perchaunce that is per- 
lealy knowen, that nothing is perfectly kno wen. Although | 
euen thereby alſo doeth riſe an indiſſoluble argument But 
ſurely the bodye that is coꝛrupted doeth aggrauate and overs | 
charge the ſoule and mynde, and this earthlye habitation 
dothoppꝛeſſe a thought that pondereth many things . Yar- 
ken what Salomons epimion was vpon that point, Al things 
(faith he) are hard andvifficult , No man can erp2eſſe them 
by woꝛdes. Some man veth neither giue reſt vnto his eyes 
by day noz by night, and yet can he neither fynde the cauſe | 
no2 the reaſon of Govs wazkes yea the moze hee laboureth 
to ſeeke if, ſo much the lee hall he fende it, therefo2e they 
failein the ſearching, hownarrowly lo euer they ſearch, be⸗ 
cauſe man map ware pzoude , but God ſhalbe exalted. Foz 
be which ſearcheth the Paieſtio of God , ſhall bee opp 
with his giozy, + the mozehe vnverſtidetd, the moze — 


5 


of worldly vanities... 9 


ttth, vea and he ſ&emeth to know moſt , which in derde know 
- ethleaft. Therefoꝛe it is one part ot knowledge and wyſe- 
dome to know that he is ignozant,ſithence God firſt made mi 
and he hath wꝛapped him ſelfe in ſundzy e infinite queſtions, 


Men roue and roame about, by high wayes and by paths, Of the fu. 
they clyme the hilles, and paſſe ouer the mountayns they fly dry ſtudies. 
® ouer therockes, anvcow2ce auer the Alpes, goe thozough ca - 

- ues, and enter into d:eavefull dennes. They rifile vp the bo⸗ 


wels ofthe earth, and the bottome of the ſea . They mark the 


tiydes ol the flmdesand wander in the wods and wilderneſſe, 


They put their bodies to the winde, and tempeſfes,thunders 


ligbtnings, raynes, waters, waues, ſeas, floodes, and whir- 


 pooles, They melt and ſtampe mettalles, they graue and po- 


lch ſtones, cut and carue woods, weane and warpe webbes, 
make and weare garments, buyld houſes, plant oꝛchyards, til 
- fields,d2efſe vineyards, heat foznaces, and ſet mils on wozk, 
They hunt, they fiſhe,and they foule. They thinke andmuſe, 


they counſaill and oꝛdaine, they ſtriue and complaine , they 


tanke away and ſteale, they buy and beguile, they frowne and 


mile with innumerable other ſuch things , To heape vp ri⸗ 


ches and multiplye gaines , to get eſtimation , to extoll their 


tes and handmaides, and had a greate houſholde with greate 


dignitie and to enlarge their authozitie . And behold all theſe 
Are but labo: and vexation of the minde , Vf you beleue not 


me, yet beleue Salomon, Jhane(ſayd he)magnified my woꝛ⸗ 


kes, I haue buylded houſes, planted vinepardes, made gar- Eccleſ.:. 


dens and oꝛcheards repleniſhed them with al maner of fruits 
and frees, J made ſumptuous fiſhepondes, from whence 1 
might water the beds of mp ſwete bloſſomes, J kept ſeruans 


: heardsofcattcll, and flocks of ſhepe. Aboue all others that 
had bene befoze me in leruſalem, J heaped vp goldandſiluer, 
and the ſubſtances of kingdomes and pzouinces , Jhadſin- 
ging men and Muſitians „ and the delightes of the ſannes of 
men, A had great pottes and pitchers , to poure out wyne a- 
boundantly at the table and J exceeded all men in wealthe 


which 


Of (undi 
greetes ; 
Job.19. 


The miſery 


ot the POOre 


ind rich m4 ble, theyſt, honger ; colde 
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which had bene befo2e in leruſalem. And when J turned vnto 
all that my handes had made, and vnto the labo2s and pains 
wherein J had topled and ſweate in vaine, J ſawe all things 


{ 
| 
1 
Y 


vanitie and —̃ mndthatns (ping was per | 


mancnt vnder the ſunne. 


What and how-mauy are the cares which tazmentmen; | 
the thoughts which aflict them, the griefes which moleſt tec, 


the dꝛeads which afflight them the trembieng whichtolleths 


them, the hoꝛroꝛ which amaſeth them, the fozrowe which con 
ſumeth them, the heauines which ouerchargeth them, and 
the troubles which vere them? poꝛe and rich, maiſter and fer 


uaunt, wedded man and Bachela2, (toconclude)godund bad, | 
all of thein are diſquieted with wozldly trihulattons, a trou- | 
bled with woꝛldlx diſquietneſſe. Beleue him that hath had er⸗ 


perience, Foz if A be (ſaithhe ) wicked, then of right may J 
ſays : woe be vnto mer, yea thoughe J be iuſt, yet will J not 
— 2 — ſ— 
miſer y. 


The pe are pꝛeſſed with penury, toꝛmented with trou⸗ 


colde , and nakedneſſe. They ſeeme vile, 


they are deſpiſed, they crowch, and are ouerth;owne.(D mi- 


ſerable eſtate of the begger. If they traue, they are confoun- 
ded with ſhame, but if they traue not, they are conſumed with 
neede. And are compelled by neceſſitic to begge, The wozſte' 


ſo2t of them accuſe God as vnequall, becauſe he hath not right 
ly deuided the wealth of the wozlde , they blame their neigh⸗ 
bour as vnequall alſo, becauſe be doth not miniſter vato them 
largely, they diſdaine , murmure aud curſe, Compare and 


(ſaith he) to die than to nerde. Pea the poꝛe ſhalbe odious vuto 
is nighbour. All the dayes of the pwꝛe are euill, fo: his own 
hꝛen hate him, Dec er 


hun, As is ſaid 
Cum fueriis felix myultos numerabis dic. 


Tempora ſiſuerint nulula ſolus ern. F 
Fre 


marke the ſentence of the wife man vpon this. At were better 


of worldly Vanities. i 


- Foe foz ſhame, the perſon is eſtermed attoꝛding to his fo, 
. ſhoutd rather bee eſteemed accoꝛ ding 
to the perſon, A man is reputed as god as he is riche, as euyll 
| as he is poꝛe. Whereas he rather ought to be reputed as rich 


as he is good, and as pooze as he is wicked, But the richema 

becommeth difſolute by ſuperfiuitte,andis unb2ydled thꝛough 
> boat and vaine gloꝛye. He runneth vnto al that is delightful 
* andfalleth into all that is vnlawfull;, yea thinges that were 
the attonements of fanlts , are become inſtrum ents of moꝛe 
pumichment and co2rection. Since labour in getting, feare in 
poſlelſing and griefe in looſing thereof doe alwayes afflict and 
weary the minde of man, Foz where thy treaſure is there is 
: thy hart alſo, but heereof we will entreat and ſpeake moꝛe at 
| large hereafter, The ſcraaunte wayteth , is wearied with 


charge and office, is afflicted with ſtripes, and deſpoyled of his 
riches. Foꝛ if he haue nothing he is compelled to haue, and yk 
he haue any thing, he is then conſtrayned not to haue. The 
Maiſters fault is the ſeruaunts paine, but the ſeruantsfault 
is the maiſters p2aye. 

-  Quicquid delirant Reges plefluntur Aching, 

The wilde Alle is faine to be the Lyons chaſe in the de- 
* ſert, So the pooze are the paſtures of the riche men, O ex⸗ 
treame bondage, nature made vs free , but foztune apointeth 


2 ſuffered to haue compaſſion, he is compelled vnto 
on, and no man is ſuffered to take any commiſeration — 
do that neither is he his owne , neyther hath any other pertei 
ning vnto him They are in a wꝛetched tale, which follo we 
courts, fo2it is miſerable to line vpon an other mans pꝛaye ⁊ 
ſpople. A the Lozd oz Paiſter be cruel. he mult be feared, 
Fo2 the wickedneſſe of his ſubiectes and vaſſalls. Ik hee bee 
meke, it happeneth often that he is contempned th2ough the 
inſolencye and pꝛide of his ſernaunt, So that dꝛeade al⸗ 
fuceth him that is ſeuere, and wyleneſſe ſetteth light by him 
that is mecke and gentle, foz crueltie bzcedeth hatred, and 
fanuliarityg 


ſeruitude , the ſeruant is conftrapned to ſuffer am mne Mit. 


Of the miſe 
ryof matied 
and vnma- 


tied ſolkes. 


Mit. 19. 
Exod. 28. 


1. Cor. 7. 


2 Reg. t:. 


12 The viewe, \ 
familiaritie bꝛiedeth contempte, familiar care wearieth , and 
domeſticall carefulneſſe moleſteth. Fo2 a man muſt al way es 
be ready armed on all ſides , that he may foꝛeſe the ſubtilttes 
of the malitious, pꝛopulſe iniuries, ter reſie enemies, and de- 
fende his ſubiedes. Neither is the malice of one day ſufficient 
fo2 the ſame, but day vnto day vttereth paine and labour, and 
one night ſheweth and teacheth carefulnes to an other, ſo that 
the dayes of man are called labourſome, and the nights are 
ſpent without fleepe 02 quiet. = 
If it be poſſible that fier might be kept from burning, then 
may fleſh alſo be kept from concupiſcence, fo: how muchſoe- 
uer it be puniſhed, yet can that motion of nature neuer be ex⸗ 


Natura expellas furta, licet vſq, recurret. | 

J will not (ſaith he)that all men vnder ſtand this wo2de, 
but he which can vnder ſtande it, let him vnderſtand it, wher- 
upon when God him ſelle had commannded that Moyles and 
Aaron ſhould clothe them ſelues with all the reſte of the ap⸗ 
parrell pertaining to the Highpꝛerſt onely , hee gaue nocom- | 

mandement of the womans garments, but ſaid, that they (the 
ſeiues) ſhould vſe the womans garmentes. when they went 
into the Tabernacleof witnes, The Apoſtle ſaith alſo: De- * 
ceaue not one an other, vnleſſe it be by conſent ſoꝛ a time, that 
you haue leaſure top2ay, and then againe, retourne vnto the 
ſame, Leaſt Sathan tempt you foz your incontinence. Fo it 
is better to mary then to burne. o that the Angels of Satan 
doe fight againſt continence , which carnally pꝛicketh and p20 
noketh, kindling the fier ofnature, with the blaſtes of ſugge- 
ſtion, pats fewell thereunto, giueth leaue, andminiftreth o- | 
po2tunitic , Pra the Angell of Sathan doth fighte by helpe of 
beauty, which ſoddenly ſeene is eaſily deſtred, UWherevpon 
when Dauid walked in the Tarrace of the Kings pallace,af- 
ternoone, and beheld Beerſeba waſhing her ouer againſt him, 
he ſeat fo2 her, and had her, and lay with her, fo2 the was an 
excæding faire woman. Like wiſe, hee which hath a wife is 
. cares 


15 x a. 4.£5 
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of worldly vanities, 1; 
- earefull fo2 wo2dly riches, and is troubled, Foz he is vere 
and toſſed by many cares, and is deuyded and to2ne in 
with ſund2y doubts, that he may get and adminiſter thinges 
; neceſſarye fo2 his wife, his child2en, his ſeruauntes, and his 
pbhandmaides, So that the tribulations of the ficſhe haue ſuch 
thoughtes. The wyte-doth ſtriue to haue pzetious Jewelles, 
and change of appar rell, ſo that her oꝛnaments are oftentims 
moꝛe woꝛth then her houſbands ſubſtannce, Fo2 other wyſe 
by night and day ſhe will moꝛne, ſighe, tattle, and murmure. 
There are thꝛe thinges that ſuffer not a man to abide in his 
obne houſe, ſmoke raine, and an euill wife, She: ſaith ſhe 
(meaning by ſome of her neighbours wyues ) goeth better ap 
parreiled, and is better eſfemed of all men, Shee will onely 
be loued and lauded. Affirming the loue ol an other to ber the 
hatred ot her, and the p2aiſe of an other, thee ſuſpeueth to bee 
her dilpꝛaiſe Pou muſt loue all that ſhe loueth, and hate all 
| that the hateth. She will haue the vpper hand and ouercome 
| but ſhe cannot abide to be onercommen, She will not be mai 
| ſired, but the aſpireth to maiſter. he would haue power to 
doe all things and would want nothing, 
Al che be faire, ſhe will eaſily be loued. If ſhe be foule,the 
is ſhe not eaſihe liked . But it is hardly kept whichofinanye 
is delired. And it is greeuous to poſſeſſe that which no man 
will vouchſafetohaue . One loliciteth the faire with libe- 
ral giftes and rewardes,an other wooweth her by b:auerye. 
Another by witte and pollicie, another with meery concets, 
and one waye oz other ſhe is caught, which is ſq on all ſides 
beſeaged. An aſſe, an hoſe; a bedde , a garment , a Cuppe 
da glaſſe are pꝛoue d firſt and then bought. But the wyke 
is ſcarcely ſeene ſo ſoone, but that the doth ſome wayes offend 
befoze ſhe he maryed , And yet howeſocuer it happen, they, 
mult be had . Whether the be foulc, filthie , ſicke, fooliſhe 
p2oude , wilfull, oa what faulte ſo ouer ſhe haue, (but onely 


rn awaye from her hul⸗ 
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Mat g. Pea thoughe he put her away, he can not marTy an other 4 
Cor. Neyther the being put away may be maried to any other. 
Fo2 whoſoener doe put away his wife, but onelyfo2 foznica- 
fion; he maketh her become an adultreſſe,and he which mari⸗ * 
eth her, liueth in adulter pe. Wherefoze if a wife depart fromm 
her houſband, ſhe ought to remaine vnmaried. oꝛ elſe to be 
retonciled to her huſband. 4 
Jn like maner, the houſband if he depart from his wife, 1 
ſo that the burthen of marying is ouer waighty. Foꝛ as Salo⸗ 
Pro.8 mon ſayth. He is a fole anda wicked man which holdeth an 
adultreſſe. And he is the patron of vncleaneſſe which coue- 
reth the falte of his wife. But ik hee put away his wyfe 
without cauſe he is puniſhed becauſe he is compelled ( whils 
ſhe liueth) to liue ſole and continent. Mherupon the diſciples 
of Ch2ilt did ſay. Jf ſuch be the cauſe ANI | 
Mat. 19. is not conuenient to mary. * 5 
Who could euer abyde a companion in his cowch; 
onely ſuſpition doth vehementlie afflict a Jelious man \- Foz 
| though it be wꝛitten, they ſhall bee two inonefleſhe: Pet the 
Dent. . |; 
flethe, ; 
1 Let not the wicked reioyte (ſaith the Lozd ) ſoꝛ by what 
bote ſoener he linneth. by the lame he is tozmented. Foz the wozm | 
good and Of Conſcience ſhall neuer dye, andthe fier ofreaſon ſhal neuer 
badde,, he put out. I haue ſcene thoſe which wozke iniquities , and 
ſowe ſoꝛrowes and mowe them againe (by the bꝛeath of god) 
, t with the ſpirit of his wꝛath they haue bene 
conſume 
P2yde puffeth vp, enuy fretteth, couctouſnes paicketh k 
wꝛath kyndleth, the thꝛote vereth, lechery and ryot diſol- | 
ueth, lying ſhameth, and murther defileth and defameth,cuen 
ſo the reſt ofthe tokens of vices, and ſach as are helpers and 
pꝛompters of men vnto ſinne, mme £ozrection 


and puniſhment vn to God. 


Inwdns 


of worldly vanities. 1s 
Inwidus alterius rebus macreſert oprmis 


Inuidia S culi non inuenere Tirauni 
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Nhich ſaith, they vaniſhed in their thoughts, and their foo⸗ 
lch hart was darkned. Wherefo2e God gaue them ouer to 
the delires of their harts and to vncleannelle that they might |, 
delle their owne bodies with repꝛoches, and they thought 
ſcoꝛne to haue Godin their knowledge, So God hath deliue⸗ ; 
red them into a repꝛobate ſence,to doe thoſe things which are 0 
nat conuenient. But they which would liue godlie in Chꝛziſte 
> Jeſus, doe ſuffer perſecution . Foz the bleſſed did trye by ex⸗ 
perience both ſtripes and ſcoꝛnefull wo2des, yea, fetterres t 
inpꝛiſonment. Were ſfoned, purſewed, tempted and died 
vpon the edge of the [wo2d foz the Loꝛd They went about in 
: thepes felles, in Goats ſkinnes,nedy,afflicted and miſerable 
Fe whom the wozld was not yet wozthy, @traying in lolita 
xp places, ininountaines, and in dennes, and in canes of the 
2 earth, in danger of floodes, in daunger of theeues, in daunger 
2 ofthe Jewes, in daunger of the Gentiles , and in daunger of 
> falſe bzetheren, In labour and calamitie, in much watching 
in hunger and thirſt, in many neceſſities, and in cold, andna- 
= kednee, Foz the iuſt doth deny hunſclfe, and crucifie his 
members, together with all vices and concupiſcences , that 
the woꝛld may becrucified vnto him. And he to the wozlde. Luk. 9. 
De hath heere no place of aboade, but ſccheth diligently foz ©l-3- 
the heauenly habitation to come. Me ſuſteineth the woꝛlde bi 
ds an exile, being ſhutte vp in his body, as in a p2yſon, ſaping 
Jam an inhabitour and a ſtraunger in the earthe , as all my pc. 118 
fo:efathers haue bene. Foꝛgeue me that J maye bee coled 
befoꝛe J depart; and 3 will abide no longer. Alas that my Pal. 119, 
dwelling place is pꝛolonged. J haue euer dwelled with the 
inhabitantes of Cedar, and my ſoule hath remained with the. 

Whois weakened and J an not weake ? Whois weakened 
| aid 


1. Cor. 1 1 
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Cal. 5. 
Epl, F, 
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and J am not vered, Foz the ſinnes of the neighboꝛs are the 


refreſhings of the inſt , This is that watering place which 


Caleph gaue vnto his tor Axa indowzie, = x 
The life of man vpon earth. is a warfare, Pea,is it nota 


right warfare, when manyfolde enimies doe on cuery ſyde 
Oi ile cne- Alſaple it ? that they mays take man and perſecute him, and 2 
mes to wi, kill hum ? the diuel and man, the woꝛlde and the fleſh. The þ 
diuel with vices and concupiſcences , man with beaſtes, the 


woꝛlde with Elements, and the fleſh with the ſences. Foz 
the fleſh doth couet againſt the ſpirite , and the ſpirite againſt 
the fleſh, But wee muſt not wꝛeſtle againft fleſh and bloud, | 
butjagainſt the liuely bzeathings of wickedneſſe in heauenly - 


things, and againſt the captaines of theſe darkneſſes . Fo: 


your aduer ſar ie the dinel, goeth about like a roaring Lyon, 
ſerking whome hee may deuo wer. The fyꝛye dartes of the 
moſt wicked, are ki Death commeth in by the Min⸗ 


dowes, the eye doeth robbe the ſoule, the whole wozide doeth 


fight againſt the ſences,(that is) nation againſt nation, king⸗ 
dome againſt kingdome, great Carthquakes inanany ptares, | 
peſtilences, and hungers, tempeſtes, and terroꝛs from hea- | 
uen. The Carth bzingeth foo2th thoꝛnes and thiels: the 
Water, flods and raging tempeſtes : the Ayꝛe, thunder and 
great wpndes : the Fyer, lightmngs and flaſſhings, Saying, | 
curſed be the Earth in thy woozkes , it ſhall bzing foozth | 
thoꝛnes  thiffels vnto thee , With the ſweat of thy bzowes, | 
thou ſhalt cate thy bꝛead, vntill thou returne to the Earth, 

Fo2 Carththou art, and to the Earth thou ſhalt goe. 
Boꝛe out ofthe woode doeth lye in waight , x the beit fruits 
are deſtroyed, The Woulfe and the Beare , the Leoparde 
and the Lyon, the Tyger and the wylde Alle, the Crocos | 
dyleandthe Oryfken, the Serpent and the Snake, the Abs | 
der and the Baſaliſke , t he Dꝛagon and the Cerac , the 
Sco2pion,the Uyper, yea, Nittes, Lyſe, Fleas and Ants, 
Flyes and Gnats, Waſpes and Yoznets, Fythe x Fowles, | 
Foz whereas we are created to beare rule over the Fiſhes * 


| of the Sea, and the fowls of the Aire, and all liuing creatures 


> WBzingmy ſouleout of pziſon, No reſt noz quietneſſe, no 
” trembling, and on all ſides labour and paine . Fleſhe ſhall 


© beſozowfull,euen wohileſt it liueth, and the loule ſhal mozne 
and lament ouer himſelke. 


1 not troubled? whom the ſwelling of enup, the earneſt deſire 


of worldly vanities. * 


which moue the earth Now we are geuen as a p3ay foz them 
and are made fode fo2 their mouthes. F02 it is wzittsn, J wil 
ſend the tath of wylde beaſts againſt them, with the fury of 
Serpents and things which glyde vpon the earth, b 

Unhappie man that J am, who ſhall deliner me out of 
the body of this death : Durely man would be bzought out of PD 
pꝛiſon, and would departe out of his body. Foz the body is [ff 
the pziſon of the ſoule. Whereupon the Pſalmift ſaith: foule. 


peace no2 ſeturitie, atanye tyme. On all ſpdes fearc and 


Who had euer yet a whole day pleaſant in his delighte = — ſhort 


who in ſome part thereof the guiltineſſe of conſcience, the e 
feare of anger fierceneſſe,o2 the motion of concupiſcence hath o. 


of coauetouſnes, oꝛ the puffing vp of pꝛyde hath not vered⸗ 
Mhome ſome loſſe 02 offence, oꝛ paſſion, hath not diſquicted | 
and to conclude, whome neither ſighte noz hearing , oz ſome ö 
thing that touched, did not offende. 

Aera auis in terris, nigrog, ſmullima ſigns, 


Harken hereupon, vnto the ſaying of the wiſeman: We⸗ 


tween moꝛ ning (ſaith he) and night, thy time ſhalbe changed. 


Uaine thoughts and cogitation, doe one ſuccede an other, and 
the minde is wꝛapped int o ſundzy conceits. They holde the 
Tymbꝛell and L ute in their handes, and they reioy ee at the \ 
ſownde of the Oꝛganes, they leade their life in iallitie, and at 7 
the twincke of an eye, they gor downe into hell. Alwares 
ſame ſodeine ſoꝛrowes do luctrede and followe after wozld!y 
ioye: And he which beginneth in toye endeth in-griefe;; Foz 
the wozldly ſelicitie is mingled with many ſozrowes and 


ſhape miſhappes, as he well knewe which ſaid; Cy laugh 
7 ferlhalbe mingled with lozrow 9 


h 
in 


. 
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in the end of reiopeing. This did the ſonnes t childꝛen of lob 

br 1. wel try, who whiles they did cat x dꝛank wine in the houſe of 
their eldeſt bꝛother, ſodeinly a vehement wind b2ake in from 

the deſart countrey , + ſtrake the foure toꝛners of the houſe, 

which fel downe #0pp2eſſed them all. d hereby their father 

ſaid,not without iuſt cauſe: My harp is turned into lamenta- 

106.0, H16,4mineo2ganpype into the voice of weepers t monrners. 
As But it is better to go vnto the houſe of weeping t lamentatis 
Eccl.7. then to the houſes of banqueting. O iue care 4 mark a whob- 
ſome admonition. In the day of rciopſing+ god Foztune be 

: #1 not vamindful of miſhaps. Remember the latter dayes, and 
n, tou chall neuer ſinne. 
of the neigh Alwapes the laſt day is the firlk, g yet the firſt day is neuer 
borhood of reputed foz the laſt, 4 pet wee ſhould ſo liue, as though wes 
_ were cuer readie to dye. F02 it is wzitten: Be mindfull and 
dern. remeber, that death wil not long tarrie fr thee. Time pal 
ſeth away. 4 death appzocheth. A thouſand yeares befoze the 

eyes of him that dyeth are as yeſterday, which paſſed away. | 


Foz al things to come do grow t rene w, and alwates things | 
pꝛeſent do dye + fade . And whatſoeuer is paſt is altogither 
dead. Then we dye always, as long as wee liue and then (at 
length) wee leaue dying, when wee leaue to liue any longer. 
Therfoze it is better to die vnto life, then to line vnto death. 
Mherupon Salomon ſaid: haue moꝛe pꝛaiſed the dead then 
the liuing, e haue accounted him moze then both, which was 
Ec. neuer bozne. Life fiyeth ſwiftly away, and cannot bee helde | 
back and death followeth inſtantly and will not be ſtopped. 
This is then that wonderfull thing: that the moze it grow | 
ett the moze it decreaſeth,and the further that-life pzocedeth, | 
ſo much the neerer it dzaweth vnto auend. 
cheer. Spe time which is granted andlent,fo2quiet andreſt;is | 
of dea. not ſuffered to be quiet. os dzeames affright vs, and vi- 
mcs. ons do ver 4 trouble vs. And though they be not in deed ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowful ozterible, oz labourſom, which dꝛeamers do dꝛeame, 
yet arethey in dere ade lozrowful, affrighted,and — 


7 
\ 


1 „ — — oe fu ©x6 


— —— 


of worldly vanities. 19 


* therby. Jn fo much, that ſomtimes men weape in their leps 


and dꝛeames, yea,4 being awaked are pet exceedingly vexed. 
Park what Elephas Thematices ſaith vpon this point: In 5 
hozrible dzead of a viſion by night (ſaith he) fear and trebling 
came vpon me,t al my bones quaked foz dzead,and when the 
ſpirit paſſed oner in my pꝛeſente, the haire of my fleſh ſtode 
right vp foz fear. Conſider vpõ the woꝛds of Job, which ſaith 
Af I (ſay that my bed (hal yeld me quiet 4comfozt , 4 5 J ſhal 
be releued whilſt J talk with my ſelf in my couch, then wilt 
thou terrifie me in dzeames, & wilt frike me with hozroz in 


biſions.Nabuchodonoſor ſaw a dzeam 02 viſion, which trou as 


bled g terrified him marueiloully. And the viſion of his head 
did amaze r ver him Pany cares do follow dzeams, & where 
many dꝛeams be, ther are alſo many vanities. Dzeams haue 
cauſed many men to do amiſſe.+ they haue been ouerthzowen 
whileſt they truſted in the. Foz often times filthy Jmages do 
appeare in dꝛeams, by the which not onely the ſleſh is pollu⸗ 
ted by nightly illaſions-but alſo the ſoul is ther with blottede 


defiled. Wherupon our Lozd God ſpeaketh in the Leuiticall Leuit. ;. 


la ves, ſaping: If there be amongeſt yon any man which is 
polluted in his nightly ſlæpe, let him go foꝛth of the tents, * 
let him not return vntil he be waſhed with water in the eue⸗ 
ning. And after the Sunne ſet, let him returne into the tents. 


With how great ſoꝛrow are we troubled,# with how great Or compac: 
trembling are we ſtricken when we ſcele oz vnderſtande the don. 


loſes 02 damages of any our friends, oz dzed the perils of our 
kinſfolk © parents? many times a whole man is moꝛe treu⸗ 
bled with leare then a ſick man is with his inficmitie. Some 
one man is of a voluntarie wil moꝛe afflicted with the affli- 


tion af (o;xow,then ſome other vnwilling is thzough p fozce 


t effec of „ pain: that ſaying of the poet is true. 
Ker eſſ ſoliciti, plena timoris Amor. 

Whole bꝛeaſt is ſo b2azen,oz whoſe hat t ſo ſtony hard, but 
bee will ſigh and grone , and ſhed Fiealing teares, when 
be beholdeth the death oz greeuous 5 0 ckenelle — 

neigh- 


Of ſodaine 
nuſhapps. 
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neighbour oꝛ friende? who can refraine from haning compaſ- 
fion on the paſſionate , ozfrom lamenting with him that la- 
mentethz Jeſus himſelfe when he ſawe Mary and the Jewes 
that came with her vnto the Sepulcher weping, became vex- 
cd in his Spirit, and troubled within his minde and wepk. 


Percaſe not becauſe he was dead, but rather, becauſe (being 
oy they reuoked him to behold the miſeries of life, Eut 
let him acknowledge himſelſe blamefnlly hard harted, and 


bardhartedlyto be blamed which bewayleth the co2porall 


death of his friende neuer lamenteth foz the ſpiritual death 


of his ſoule. 

Miſhappes fall ſoddainly when they are left ſuſpected, 
92 loked foz , Sodenly calamitie ruſheth in at dozes , ficknes 
inuadeth a man, and death ſteps in, whom no man ci eſcape, 
Lherefoze boaſt not of to mozrowe, ſince thou knoweſt 1 
to what the ende of this pꝛeſent day may b2ing thee to 
man knoweth not his end, but enen as fiſhes are caught * 
the hoke «4 birds with ſnares and ginnes, ſo are me caught t 
ſnatched vp in the euill tyme. When they are come to that 
whereof they might long befoze haue bewared. 
The Induſtry of the Phiſitions could neuer yet ſince the 
beginning of the wozld , ſearch out ſo many kindes of diſeas 
ſes, noz ſo many ſundzy ſoztes of paſſions , as the frailtie of 
man could ſuſtaine t indure. 
Shall J terme it a tolerable intolerableneſſe , 02 an vn⸗ 


Of cke iony fOllerable folleration 2 o2 hall better put them both together, 


merable 


Fo2 J muſt call it vntollerable , haning regard to the bitter- 


_ of diſ nes of diſeaſe, And tollerable J mult term it, ſince it is of ne- 


ceſſitie to be ſuffered, Do from day to day,moze and moze the 


nature of man is coꝛtupted and made weaker , In ſuch ſozte, | 
as many medicins which in time paſt were holeſome, arg | 


nowe (thozough the deceit of mans nature) deadly and dan⸗ 
gerous tobe receaned, Foz both theſe kyndes of wozldes doe 
now ware old, That is toſay, 


| 
| 
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Macrocoſmus and Microcoſmus which is to fay, the greater 
> wozldand the leſſer wozld , And the longer that life doth lin⸗ 
ger in either ofthem , ſo much the wozle is nature in tach of 
them troubled and vexed. 
: What ſhonld J ſay of the wzetched offendozs , which are Of ſundry 
puniſhed with innumerable kindes of tozments ? They are Coder of 
2 beaten to death with malles , they are thauſte thzough witxg 
ſwoꝛds, burned with flames ol fier,ouerwhelmed with tons 
they are twitched in peeces with tonges: and hanged vpon 
> gibbettes, wzung with mannacles, and ſcourged with whip- 
pes, bounde in cheynes, faſfened in ſnares, thꝛuſt downe in- 
to darcke dungeons, Starned with faſtings, thꝛowne downe 
* hedlonges, dzowned, flayed, and pulled in peees , quarfered 
2 and ſome times ſmothered, Thoſe which are condemned to flicr.: 5- 
death die, thoſe that are putte to the ſwozde muſt ſuffer there- 
with, thoſe which are iudged to famiſhe , muſt ſterue, and 
thoſe which are put into captiuitie niuſt indureit, Crewell 
iudgement, outragions puniſhement, and ſozowfull ſight to 
behold, They are made a pꝛay fo the Byꝛds of the aire , the 
beaſts of the fielde, and fiſhes of the ſea: Alas, alas, and alas 
O milerable mothers , which bꝛought fwzth ſuch miſerable e 
vnhappie childꝛen. IJ haue thought gov to repeate 
— — fact which Ioſephus doth deſcribe in the ſeege of 
cru 
. A certaine woman, beeing both foz blod and wealth hono- 
rable, did patiently beare andabide the miſery of the ſiege, 
with-the ref that were fled into the citie olleruſalem, and the ,-, boni 
tyrants did ſtraightwayes inuade the renmanet of her ſub - bie fact that 
ſaunte which the brought with her from her houſe into the on dd 
citie: Ya, i any thing yet remained of her aboundant riches, rc 1. A 
wheerby ſhe might pwꝛelp ſuſtaine her with day ly fods , the 
Captaines ofthe ſeditious, ruſhing in at tymes, did take it 
from her dy loꝛce. Wherenponthe woman by this outrage- 
dus dealing, was dꝛiue n into a certaine diſdaine, euen as it 
were into a fury. Do that many times ſhe pzonoked the ſedi⸗ 
15 3 cious 
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cious fpopters with repzochefull woꝛdes and curſes to haut 
killed her. But when as no man either of pitie o2 of furious 
fiercenele would diſpatch her, and pet as faſt as ſhe ſought, 
fo2 any thing to comfo2ther, there cameothers which ſoughte 
as ſaſt fotake it from her, and her plenty beganne nowe to 
laile her. Yonger which ſtroke in her bowels, and the mar⸗ 
rowe of her bones ( beeing dꝛiuen into fary, by piuching ol 
nerde and famine ) did dꝛiue molt wicked councell into her 
minde, & armed her agairſt the very enſtind of nature. #02. 
the had a young child ſucking at her pappes , whomebehol- 
ding, (be ſtd: O ſonne, thou art the vnhappie child of a moze 
bnhappie mother ? Foz in warre, famine, and (poyle, of wic- 
ked robbers and theeues, foz whom ſhall J reſerue thee:ſince 
although thou nughteſt hope foz lite. pet ſhouldeſt thay be yo- 
ked in the bondage of the Romanes, Wherefoze come: O my 
child; and become fode foz thy mother,fury and rage foꝛ theſe 
ſpoylers, and tyrants,an þiſtozie to the poſteritie of ſuch cru 
eltie, as els one ly ſhould bane lacked in the ouer thꝛow of the 
Jewes, Chis ſaid ſhe killed her childimmediatly,x laid it to 
the fler, and toſted it, whereof He eate part, and part lhe re- 
ſerued. But behold, fr the leditious ſpoylers ru- 
thed in, hauing ſmelt the (mak of the roſted meate,and thret · 
ned her with death, vnlelle ſhe would bzingfozth the meate 
which they ſmelt, and ſhe ſaie, J haue reſerned euen the beſte 
part foz you:fetching ont the reſt ofthe childs members which 
the had ſet vp in ſtoze , But immediatly an hozrible dꝛead in⸗ 
uaded them, to behold it, and their tongues ſtoke falt in their 
mouthes (as it were) with the ſodaine conſideration of her 
hard hart. Then ſhe with a terrible countenance, becomming 
moze terrible :; fierce then the ſpoylers earſt were, ſaid vnto 
them: This is my ſonne, my burden, aud my derde, eate you 
now ol it,fo2 haue firſt eateof him, which à bare in my bo 
dy. Be neither maze pitifull then a mother, noz moꝛe tender 
barted then a woman. But if pitie ouercome ou, and you de- 
telt the meats which J haue pzepared foz-you, and * 


* 


— 


— 
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haue taffed befoze you , behold J will eate thereof againe in 
* your pzeſence, Bere with they being abaſhed and trembling, 
- departed, and left vnto the miſerable mother, this onely diſh 
bl all that ſhe had left in Ieruſalem. | 
Let na man truſt oz put confidence,that he is fr& from any io ſome- 
> punilhmento2 paine, He that ſkandeth let him bewarre that cimes the in 
de kal not: Foz oftentymes the innocent is condemned, and onen is pu 
, 7 - thenocentisabſolued, the godly is puniſhed, andthe de gene 
bngodly is honozed. lcſus was crucified, and Bar- abloloed. 
rabaslet loſe At theſe dayes a man of quiet Rom.11. 
is holden foz an vnp;ofitable man, a 
and a ſimple man foza a 


\  Foztheſlmplicitis of the iuſt man is mocked 
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full and cul» 
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e ſeeonde Booke of the Wiewe 


Vere are tha things which doe pꝛincipally 
N affect mens mindes, riches, delightes and ho- 
I no2s. Df riches le wdeneſſe, of delightes fil 
{ thineſle, and ol hono2 vaineſſe,tothpzocede. 
And hier eupon the Apoſtle John ſaith : Loue 
neither the wo21d, noz thoſe thinges that are 
in it. Fo2whatſocuer is in the wozld, is the concupiſcence 
of the fleſh, and the concupilcente of ſuch things as we behold 
with our eyes, and the pzids of this life, The concupiſcence of 
the flelhe pertaineth to voluptuous deſires, Concupiſcence of 
that wer ſe pertaineth vnto the riches ol the wozlde. And the 
pꝛyde of this life pevtaineth vato honours , Riches ingender 
and bz&de couetouſnes and gredieveſire together, with a nig 
gardly minde, voluptesaus deſires bzeve glottonie and leche- 
rie, and honozs bz&de pꝛide. 

Theu is there no thing moze wicked then a couefous man 
noꝛ any thing moze vniuſt x miſcheuons then to lone mony, 
Theſe be the woꝛdes of the wiſeman: which the Apoſtle cons 
firmeth ſaying , What would theſe rich men bꝛing to paſſe? 
they fall into temptation, and into the ſnares of the Diuell, 


and into many deſirs which are both vnpzofitable and harme 


Of vniuſte 


rewardes 


full: The which do plunge and dꝛowne a man in hell, deſtru 
tion and perdition. Foz couefouſneſſe is the rote ofall euils. 
it committeth theftes, and ſacrileges, it exerciſeth ſpoylings 
taking of prayes,it maketh warres and committeth murders 
and manſlaughters, it lieth and ſelleth with ſimonye , it cra- 
ueth and receaueth vniuſtly: it deuyleth craftes and vſeth ſub 
telties, it faileth conenaunt and breaketh othes , cozrupteth 
witneſſes, and peruerteth the Judge in his iudgements. 

Loke in that euangelicall Pꝛophet Eſay, where he ſaith: 


tence 


All men lone rewards andfollow bzibes , They giue no ſen- | 


— 
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+ fence fo2 the Dzphane,x the widowes cauſe conmeth not be⸗ 

bose them. They gn nat befozetheir bzpdes,foz they indge not ff 
- foz tho love of Juſtice and righteouſneſſe, but their byybes & 
' rewards go befozethem, becauſe they iudge fozloue ofmos 


ney. #02 always they followe pzomiles, hope +liberalitie, 

And therefoze they giue noſentonce fo2 the pupil oz D2phan, 

© at whoſe hands ther dope neither foz pzamiſe noz rewardes, 

- Pbnfaithful Pꝛintes, & themes fellowes, whoſoeuer you be, 

that loue rewards, +followe bzybes, o thall neuer ſhake 

a abzybeout of your hand, vnleſſe pon ſhat coue touſneſſe out 

© of your bꝛeſt. Jt is of vou, that theP2ophet fayth:The Pꝛin⸗ 

tes ol that people arelikevnto wolues, which gredily tabbe 

the it pzay-and couetoulely follo we gaynes. Their Pzinces 

did giue iudgement fozrewarvs; and their Pꝛieſts did teach 

= fo; lncre,+ their Pꝛophels did denine foz money. Beholde, 

dur Loꝛd God by Poles,did commaund in the lawe, faving. 

Vyhou ſhalt conſtituto s appoint Judges, : maſters in ali thy Dcur s. 

antes that they may rigdtfully tudgo the people,q neither de · 

e to the one hand, nos to the other · Thou ſhalt haue no re- 

2 fpect vnto the perſon, nor his re wardes. Foz te wardes blynd 

the eyes of the wiſe,x charge tho woꝛds of the iuſt. But thou 

Watt infkly purſus that which is duct. and chou thal live, Hex 

termeth here two things / Jalkry inltly./ Foz ſome men pur 
ſomeotherspurſne 


— vrenlt/on —— —— 
bniaſtly;aridſorho piirſus una things luft r. 


Mot be buts ou, which bo cozrupted withrewarde$,02 Of the a0 
faire wozds, + carſed away ither with lone 02 hatred + Dog ceptation of 
pꝛondunce god fo: euil,+ entl foz good. Making light dark⸗ es 
neffe x darknette licht Killing and mo ſondes which 7?" 
mags ey.) — — oz vou neuer res 
gard the wozthitteſte of the eule but the wozthinelle of the 
perton. Not the life but the rewards, not iullice, dat money, 
A Not that which realon per twadeth, but that wherevneo will 
Rix alfeatonat, Hot RT ooo” 
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that which your mind doth deſtre. You doe not ine lyne pour 
mindes to righteouſneſſe,but you bend righteouſne ſſe accoʒ⸗ 
ding to pour m indes. Not to thend that you ſhould luſt to do 
whatſoeuer is lawful, but that it may be la wfull to doe what 
ſotuer you luſt. You haue neuer ſo ſimple an eye in pon, tat 
all the bod may thereby ſhine and be bzight . But you al- | 
way put to ſame leauen which mar teth all pour do we. ou 
nealec the cauſe of the pode man ·⁊ the rich mans cauſe, you 
follow toth and nayle. Towards the one, you extend rpgoz, 
and towards the other,you vſe gentle diſpenſation. Youre / 
ſpec thone with great difficultie, æ thother you handle with 
great fauour. The one you harken vnto but leightly,and nes 
gligently,and the other you bende eace vnto willingly. The 
pooze man tryeth out, and no man heareth him. The rich ma 
both but whiſper, and eacry man barkeneth.UWhiles the rich 
man ſpake al men kept ſilence, and his wozdes were extolled 
vp to the ſkyes. The pooze man ſpake © the people (aide, ws 
is this: and il he tel them, they wil ouerthzowe him. The 
patient man cryeth out vppon wong and no man heareth | 
him, he cryeth out alond with his voice, and there is no man 
to giue ſentence. Vea, if at any time you vnder take ths pooze . 
mans cauſe,you delay them lingeringly. But whe you haue 
taken in hande the cauſe of the rich man, then you further it 
with all erpedition.You deſpiſe the poze i honour the riche. 
Theſe vou riſe vnto reuetently, but thoſe other, you ſpozne | 
from pou with deſpight- any man with a golden ring on 
his finger,t gallant garments do come into pour clopſter, a: 
poꝛe man alſo come in with a homely garment, if you looke 
vpon him that is wel clothed x ſay,ſit thou here aloft,and then 
ſap vnto the po;e,ſtand thou there,o; (it down vnder the fote 
ſtole of my feet:do you not now iudge actoꝛding to your own. 
affection, t become the iudges of wicked thoughts? foz of you 
x agatuſt you the Pzophet ſaith : They are magnified, they 


are become rich, they are wel fatted , 4 become greaſe , they 


haue neither vnder taken the Oꝛphans caule , noz e 
nee 


LEE LL be 


> of ſhalbe a witneſſe againſt pon, and ſhall fret and conſume 
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tence fo; the pooze men. But it is commannded in the lawe. | 
That there be no reſpec of perſons, but heare the ſmall, al- Deut. . 
well as the great. You ſhal haue no reſpect to any mans per 


ſon. F02 the iudgement appertaineth to God. And there is no A, 10. 


reſpea ot perſons with God. 

Beat vou neither giue kauour fauo orablyand frakly,n: 003 © (che (ct 
doe iuſtice iuſtly . Foz vnleſſe ſomewhat- be felt, nothing is ug of iv- 
delt. Neither can you giue well vnleCe you ſell. Often times ſucc. 
von deferre iuſtice ſo long, that you take moze then the whole | 
from them, which maintained the.contentivn; Becauſe the 


charges of erpenſes is greater,then the wozthof the ſentence. 


But what can vou anſwer in the ſtria day of judgement, vn⸗ 
to him which comandeth yon ſaping: Frely you haue taken: Mach. 0. 
t freely geue , Gaines in the coffer, bzing lofle and damage in 
the conſcience - You catche after money but pou entangle 
: your ſoules, And what doth it pꝛoſit a man if he gaine al the 


Math. 16; 


whole wozlde, and purchaſe dampnation foz his ſoule 2 ©; 
what erchaunge ſhall man makefoz his ſoule? Thebzother 56. g. 


: Hall not redeeme the bzother, a man ſhall not appeaſe God A 
© fo; himſcife, noꝛ giue him the pꝛice of his redemption, Hee / 
2 hath laboured foꝛ euer and he ſhall line vntill the latter end. | 
SOeue eare, O pee rich men what the Apoſtle Iames ſayeth 

: againſt you- . Goe to nowe, pee riche men: Weepe and 


boule in your miſeries which ſhall happen vnto you. Pour 
riches arc putriſied. Pour gaye garmentes are eaten with 
mothes Nou gold and ſiluer is become ruſt. And the ruſt ther⸗ 


your fleſh like fier. You haue hoꝛded vp vnto pour ſell wzath 
and anger in the latter day. Beholde and harken, the wages 
of pour woꝛkemen which wzought and tilled your.grounds, 


that pau planted doth cry. And the noyſe thereof hathpearſt 


the eares of the Lozd of Sabaoth. Therefozethe trueth com / ach. g. 
maundeth: Do not lay vp fo2 your ſelues treaſures in earth, 
bere ruſt eatcth and mothes caꝛtupt. And where theeues © 
eitvpandſteale it. 
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Of the vu. / e Fyer.; and vnſatiable conetouſneſſe, 


aiable de- What touetous man was ener yet contented with his firſt * 


— deſire? when he obtaineth to that which he deſired : he dell 
1 rethmoze, he alwapes ſettethhis ende in thinges which her 


muſt haue. And not in things which he hath already . The 
eye of a tous tous man in bnſatiable , And he is not to be ſa- 


Rccle ciſfied with his iniquities . A conetons niggard ſhall not bs 
70.7, contented with his money: And he whichloneth riches ſhall | 

reteiue no fruit thereof, Bel and deſtruction” are neuer filled. | 
No moze are the vnſatiable eyes of men. The blodſucker | 
bath two daughters which lay, arp Nam. Bing, foz. 


Creſcir amor numms quantum 'p 4 pſa pecunia creſat, 


Wherefore Wilt thou O couetous etch) know wherefoze thou art : 
the coue- Alwayes emptie,and art covtos pee) marke then. Thy mea ⸗ 


tous man ſuxt is neuer full. Which whatſoener it holdeth, yet is it ta⸗ 


cannot be 

dalle. Pableofmoze. But the humble mynde is capable of god. 
1 5 Becauſe he which falf vnto Gov,i#one ſpirite with | 
Cor. . God. So that whatloener then it holdeth,it is neuet full, vn⸗ 


thou wilt be ſatiſfied, leaue to be conetons , Foz as long as 
thou art couefous,thou canſt not be ſatiſfied, Foz there is no 
compariſon of light vnto varkeneſſe, noz of Chzi& vnto Be⸗ 
liall. Since no man can ſerue both God, and Pammon. ; 
Sede fs, O fallefelicitie of riches, which doeth in dieve make hs 
name of ri. Fic) man an bnhappie child. Foz what is moze vnhappie then 
ches. the wealth and abundante of this woꝛlde, which is called ri⸗ 
ches? Che rich andthe pooze are oppolites , and contraries. 
But pet the Wealth bf the wozide doeth not tike awaye, bulk 
bꝛing the nedineſſe; Foz moze ſuffileth ſyath Salomon alits | 
A vnto a riche man. 


Eccle. 5. 


Foz whereas much riches e 0 
ſame, Bow inany e how how rr th higher powers, 125 
haue nerde: Bo as (by my t nen der 


that Wealth} ok J man iich brit ievie, e ? 
Bow many hath conetouſnelle ſednced .' And how manye 
- mozs © 


leſſe it haue Cod, of whome it is alwayescapable . Then if 
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mo2e hath this miſerable niggardlines ouerth2owne 4 caſt *x:mp!c a. 
away. The Alte condemneth Balaam, becauſe being ouers Sch. * 
come with the coue touſnes of their faire pꝛomiſes, he vnder- Num 23 
tooke to curſe. The people of Jſrael did ſtone Acham, becauſe lo. . 

be toke gold and luer foz the offerings. Naboth was flaine, 3: Rer. 

that Achab might poſſeſſe his vyneard, Giczi was ftriken * Reg 35 
with lepꝛoſie becauſe he aſked and receiued ſiluer and golde, : 


garments, vnder the name of Heli ſeus. Iudas did hang him⸗ 


4 ſelfe in a halter, becauſe he ſolde and betrayed Chꝛiſt. Anani- 


as and Saphyra dyed ſodeinly becauſe they went about to be- 
gyle the Apoſtles of the pꝛice of their feelde, Tirus did buyld 


. * hisfreaſurie and heaped vp ſiluet like earth, and golde like 


vnto the clap of the ſt rietes. But behold, the Lode ſhall poſ- 
lle it. and ſhal ſtrike the ſtrength therof in the Seas, and it ch. 5. 
ſhalbe deuvured with ker. 


Why ſhoald any man go about to heape together, when Of the (@- 


he which doth heape togither, cannot long ſtande noz conti- ?* — 
nue: fo like vnto a flower he tommeth fozth and is ſhaken, f dg e 
aͤnd flpeth away like vnto a ſhadowe , neuer co 
one eſtate. Wherefoze ſhould he deſire much when as little lob. 
map ſuffiſe him: Jf we haue (ſaith the Apoſtle) meat, dzink, . Tian. s. 
and cloth, let vs there with be contented, wherefoze ſhoulde 
man lexke neceCarie things with great carefulneſſe, when as 
they p2offer themſelues without any great difficultie ?, hare 
ken what the trueth ſayth vpon this point: Be not careful. 


in be coue tous 


| 7 ſaying what chall we eat, oꝛ what ſhal we dzinkez02 where- ,,, . 


* bath, Since he neuer taksth the vie of that which he hath got- 


2 with ſhal we be couered.? Foz your heauenly father doeth 
know that you haue neede of all things. But firſt ſeeke you 
the kingdome ol heauen, and then all thinges ſhalbce 
bnto you. Foz I neuer ſatwe the iuſt fozſaken, noz bis l« 
begging his bꝛead. 


Luke. 22. 


Tantalus is thirſtie in tba middeli of the water, and the £09 Ofcouctout 
uetous man is needy in the midſt of his wealth, Unto whom acflc. 
as much auaileth that which he hath not, as that which he 


_ 
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ten. But fl is griedily bent vpon the getting of moꝛe. Salo. 
mon ſayeth: He is like vnto a rich man when he hath no⸗ 
wy thing, and he is like vnto a pooze man when he is ouerwhel- 
med with much riches. Both the ficke man and the conetous 
man eateth and dilgeſteth not. Reteiueth and reſtozeth not. 
A cquetous man doth neither take compaſſion on them that 
ſaffer. noz helpeth noꝛ pittieth the which are in miſcrie. But 
offendeth God, offendeth himlelfe, + offendeth his ncighboz. 
Foz from God he withholdeth that which is due. To his 
neighbo2 he denyeth that which is neceſarie, And from him 
ſelfe he tonuepeth that which is molt convenient. Unthank - 
fall to God, wicked to his neighbour, and cruell vnto himſell. 
Subſtance is to no purpoſe foz a couetous ? nigardly man, 
And to what end ſerueth golde, in the handes ol an enuious 
man? be which is euil vnto himſelfe,how ſhall he be god vn⸗ 
to others? and he ſhal not reiopce in his ſubſtance. He which 
cl. 14, hath the wealth of this woꝛlo, and ſeth his bꝛother inneceſs 
:.lobo.5- ſttie, and ſhutteth-vp his Loe from him,.how doeth the loue 
ande of God dwell in him ? Foz bee loueth not his 
himſelke. Wut letteth him periſh fo2 neede and 
—.— allo inoyein loue God aboue all things, But 

pzeferreth gold, and mozeeſfeemeth ſiluer. 
ho Appoſtle doth wel defyne couetoulneſſe, ſaping: Coo | 
nelle is the bondage 02 leruite of Idols. Foz as the 
he ſeruirud' Jdolater doth ferue ide Image oz Idol: So doeth the coue⸗ 
of ldols. fous man ferne and attend his golde. Foz as the Jvolatour 
hey. doth diligentiy amplifie the donour and ceremonies of Ido⸗ 
tatry,euenfovoeth the couetous man willingly increaſe the 
' heapes of his money: Thatone with all diligence decketh # 
wo} the Jdol, and that other with all care and nerde 
| dot he ape aſure. That one tte th his hope in Jdola- 
ö Fe hat c ow in his riches. That one 
is affeard to hurt he auge by alk and that other is al⸗ 
5 feary to diminitd his itealuriee . 


'A ok pron. is pꝛompt to trans; dhe le W 
de 


Why coue- 


toulnes 15 100 
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volde to denie. It he ſpend any thing, he thinkes that he la, Olibe Fre” 
ſeth al. Be is heauie, complaining and U e eb ace ö 
ful, he ſigheth 4 is vered. Ye is doubtfull when he hat h in "rf 
and he diſpatcheth al things with an euil will. Bs doth he 
gniffe x extoll that which is alreadte giuen. But deſpiſeth 4 
vplefyeth that which mul be ginen. Ye giueth to gaine, but 
be gaineth not to giue. Be is liberall vpp angnother 
purſe,and ſparingofhis owne, He 0 dis belly 
his coſfer, and piacheth his body to ae as his. purſe. 15 
band ſerugth not to giue that which is gathered , but to re⸗ 
teiue that which is reached vnto him. To canclude,the ſub⸗ 
ſtance ofthe vniuſt man ſhalbe dzyed vp like vnto a puddle, .. 
Fo2 he which doth euil heape togither, will ſone diſperſe it. 

A inſt iudgement of Cod That ſach things gs as are euil gots 

ten may be as euil ſpent. And that ſuch thinges as de 
not of godneſſe, ſhould neuer clyme vnto the name ol gaod- 
nelle. Do that the couetaus man hath the condemnation of 

this life and of the lile ta come. 

Crue it is therfoze, that the wiſeman pꝛoteſteth ſaying: Orbe ic- 
Gold s ſiluet have vndone many man. He ueth gold a ET. 
ſhaltnot be inlified; Wo be.bato them which followit, Foz ches. 
behold the ſinners themſe lues are abund ant in this woalde, Eccl.3. 
and haue obtayned riches . 


Yereupon the verie tcueth did 17. 
commaund the Apoſtles ſaying: Poſſeſſe you neither golde . 
no2 ſiluer noz money in your purſes. oz euen as a 


mel canngt enter at the eye of an Ce 3 


man ta enter iato the AR. 
lent biden, 
A lbidcm, TH 


narrow,and the gate ver is fra 


Che Apollle thercfoze, ye gthe * of truth 

haue neither gold noz (il vis le V e phich n 

lopne-banle fo houſe,q at zu eh 141 | ak 
en porn v> fhist 5 uithou nol bo wy C 
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Of valawſul was alſo verie rich and pet the ſcripture ſayeth of Abraham, 


weilt 
Gen. +4 


lob. fo 


Plaim 33. 


Ofrhe vn 


certainti of 
8 e 


riches, 
Luke 22,” 


Plal, ;8.39, 25 


lob. z. 
Pla] 43, 


i at he beleened in God, and it was imputed vnto him fo; 
buſnecfſe. And it is w2itten of 10b, that there was not 
like in the land, A man ſimple,right, fearing Gov, And 
1. from euil. Of Dauid it is witten, that God found | 


\ 


a man actoꝛding to his heart. But then theſe men were as 
though they had nothing, and poſſeſſed all things, Attoꝛding 
to the ſaptng ofthe Pꝛophet. Ik riches come vppon you, let 
not pont heartthercon, But wee are like vnto men that pol ⸗ 
telle al things,and pet haue nothing. So ſayth alſo the Pal · 
miſt: Che riche men did neede,and were hungry. Foz with 
moze eaſe ſhall you finde a man which loueth riches , 4 hath 
them not then a man which hath riches and loueth them not, 
foꝛ as it is hard to lye in the fire and not to burne-ſo is it hard ) 
to polleſſe riches and not to loue them. Giue eare vnto the 
Pꝛophet Hicremic , who ſapeth: that from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, all men apply their mindes vnto couetouſneſſe. And 
from a Pꝛophet to a pꝛieſt, al men deuiſe ſubtilties. 
Euerx toue 15 17 man doeth endeuour and ariue againſt 
e bought * pooꝛe into the wozld. And 
th the pooze man oitt or the wozlde . Foz as the 
earth 5 faces hes naked at his birth, ſo ſhal it receiue him 
naked at his death. But the couetous man deſy2eth 4 ta⸗ 
keth care to become rich in this woꝛld. J wil pul downe my 
bat nes, ſayeth he: and make them greater, and therein wl 
Jheape vp all mine increaſt, and all my gods. But it was 
ſapde vnto him: O foole :© ſhall thy ſonle be taken 
from thee. And then thoſe things be, which tdou 
haft Ee Chou layeft vp — thou knoweſt not 
mono neat 1 —— llepte 
rithes temaining in 
5 bn 
ow 11 lind nothing in 
Be not a feard w 


vim made tich, nz po 
Yegtozteofyis 17 —— eee \be © 
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ſhall carrie none of them with him, Neither ſhall the glozie 
bol his houſe diſcend with him into the pit, but he ſhall leaue 
- bisriches vnto ſfrangers, and his ſepulchze ſhal be his houſe 
oz euer. Bereupon alſo the wiſe man doth witneſſe, ſaying: 
He which heapeth vp vniuſtly ol that which is not his owne, 
(hal gather foz other men, and a ſtranger ſhall make hauoke 
and rpot with his goods. Out and alas, he ſhall make him 
dis heire whomehe held as his enimie. 
The beginning of mans life was bzead and water, clo⸗ of g/utrooy. 
thing and houſe to couer his filthineſe - But now the glut- 3 
N ton is not ſatiſſied with fruits of trees, with the ſundꝛie ſoꝛts 


q 
ol pulſe, p rootes of herbs,the fiſhes of the Sea, the beaſts of 
the earth, noꝛ the byꝛdes ofthe Ayꝛe. But painting mult bee 
> ſought.ſpyces mult be bought, and deintie (mall birds, muſt 
be nouriſhed, they are taken with baites of the fowler , cu⸗ 
rioullp dꝛeſled by the ſkilful Cooke, and neatly ſerued by the 
d = handſome wapters at the table. One bꝛeaketh them vp, ano⸗ 
ther ſaloceth them, and turneth their ſubſtance into accident, 
aͤnd their nature into art. That fulneflemay paſſe ouer into 
hungry appetite, and that ouer eating map pꝛoture a good 
= ſtomacke, Toſtirre vp gluttonie, and not to ſuſtaine nature, 
Not to ſupply neceſſitie: but to falfil gredineſſe . And pet is 
the pleaſure ot gluttonie ſo ſhozt , as hauing regarde to the 
ſpace of the place, it is ſcarce foure fingers in bigneſſe, and 
> meaſaring it by the ſpace of the time, it is ſcarce ſo many mo- 
ments long, Mediocritie is had in contempt. And ſuperfluity 
is deſired both in varietie of meates, and diuerſities of taſtes, 
Greedineſle knoweth no meaſure, and varictic exccedeth all 
the baundes thereof. 

But the minde is ouercharged, ano the ſtomacke is trou- 
© bled:Do that the ſences are therein oppꝛeſſed. Thercupon 
not health and luſtineſle, but death and dzowſineſſe doe pꝛo⸗ 
ede. Gene care vnto the ſaping of the wiſe man, hercupon. 
de not greedy in feeding ſayth he) when thou commeſt to thy ay 
eate. neither hurt thy ſtomacke, with all foe that ſhalt be 77 

T. ict 
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ſet befoze ther. F02 in many diſhes diſeaſes do lurk,x thzongh 
dꝛunkenneſſe of wine many men haue bene caſt away. The 
fode fo2 the belly,and the belly foz the foode, But God will 
deſtroy both the one andthe other. 

1 Cor. 6. Gluttonie doeth taiſe a great trybute, but it rendzeth a 


Exam = molt vyle reuenue. Foz the moze delicate that the meates 


29% 2101} 


3'vt pe, fo much the moze ſtinking are the excrementes, and oz · 


* dure made thereof. He ſhal do the moze beaſtly in al things, 
which doth moſt gredily loade and pow2e in. Me ſhal bzeake 
vaſauourie and lothſome winde, both vpwardes anddown- 
wards, and make an abominableſmell and noyſe ther with. 

8 Gluttony did ſhut vp Paradiſe, made Eſau ſell his byzth⸗ 


i, right, cauſedthe Baker to hang himſelfe , pzocured John 
Marc.6. Baptiſt to be headded. Nabuzardan, pzince and capta ine of 
4. Reg. s. Cookes, did ſet the Temple on fier, and ouerthzewe the ho⸗ 
— 2 ly citie. Balthaſar, whyleſt her Cate at his bancket, eſpyed a 
Pal.-7, hand in the Wall wziting, Mane Thetel Phares, and the 
leem. 4. lame night he was killed of the Caldyes. The peole ſate ea- 
ting anddzinking, and roſe to playe, yea, the meat was pet 
in their mouthes , and the wzath of God came vypon them. 
They which did fad voluptuouſly were lain in their waies, 
Luc. 16. and the riche man which fared deintily enery day was buried 
in hell. 


Of drun- Uhat is moze filthie then a dꝛunkarde 2 whoſe bzeath | 
keauclle. finketh,aud his body trembleth. Pzomiſing many things, 


| 


: 


; 


bewꝛapeth all things, his minde being altered, and his face 


910.3? rcignetb, 


Fecundi calices, quem non fecere diſertum? 


tranlfozmed, Foz there is 40 ſecret kept, where dꝛunnennes 


Furthermoze,neithec ale,bere,no2 wine,ſuffiſeth, But 


baſtard, claret winc, and {acke, are curiouſly ſpyſed , with 


much labour, great careſulneſſe, and no (mal charge, Whers 
vpon p2oceede contentions,and bzawlings, ſtrife 4 chydings, 


Foz wyne being much dzungen (as the wiſe man ſayth)doth* 
cauſe much diſdaine,anger 4 milchieke, From thence lpzing | 


» 
* 
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foxhications, Wyne and women overcome the heart. Ther- Pg. 
toꝛe ſayeth the Apoltle : bee not dzunken with wine, in the Oe. 
which lecherie doth lurke. And Salomon: wine is a leche⸗Epbe. 7. 
tous and a rpotous thing , And dzuukenneſle is a tumultu⸗ rg 
bus troubleſome thing. The ſonnes of Rachab & Zacharie, I 
 '7 diddzinke neither wine, ale, noz anything that might maus 
' > them become dzunken. 
| Dzunkenneſſe laydopen the pꝛiuie members. Commits Example a. 
ted inceſt, killed the kings daughter, ſtrangled the chicke of — drum 
' +; thearmie, True is that which Salomon ſapeth: They which Gan le, 
: ſpende their time in bibbing, and ſhake handes ouer their Reg., 3. 
1 cuppes, ſhalbe conſumed. And Eſai ſapth: Woe be vnto pou ludich. 13. 
1 that riſe early to become dzunken, and to bybbe vntill it be 8 
* > darkenight,that vou max burne and frye in wine. Which F . 
baue the Lute the Harpe⸗ the Tymbzel, and the pype,4 wine 
in your banquets. Wo be vnto vou that haue mightie power 
s  todzinke much wine at a banquet,z are ſtrong men to min- 
4 ' glealtkind of djinkenneſſe together: Beholde, your mirth 
J and toy is to kill calues, ſticke weathers and rammes, and to 
,* Lat flech and to dzinke wine. Let bs cat and dainke (ſay pou) 
> a tomozow we ſhal dys. And the voyce of the Lo2d of hoſts, 
was to me reuealed, ſaying : If this iniquitie be fo2giuen 
h pou, dye. Mo be to the crowne of pꝛyde in dꝛunkenneſſe. 
4 The Pꝛieſt and the Pꝛophet in Effraim, were ignozant tho- £3 23. 
* * rough dꝛunkennelle, and wereſwallowed vp in wine. They 


b nne ue not him that ſceth all, and they were ignozant of his 
iudgement. 


+ Furthermoze, a filthie mother begetteth a moze filthie geben 
daughter, fo it is meete that ſuch as be in filthineſſe ſhoulde p 21. 
> dil beefilthie . Foz all men are adulterers, like vnto an 0{cc 7. 
+ Duen heated by the baker. The pꝛinces beginne to be mad 
with wyne , And their belly delicately fed, doth redely de⸗ 
lier toaccompliſhe the workes of Venus, O ertreame filthi- 
neſle and abhomination , which doth not onely effeminate 
minds , but alſo doeth weaken the ſinewes of tbe body. 
C y. Doth 


l 
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Doth not onely blot the ſoule, but alſo beray the perſon. Foz 
1.Cor.6, allfinne that a man committethis without his bodye, but he 
which doth ſinne in foznication doth ſinne againſt his bodye. 
Veate and deſire doalwapyes go befoze it, ſtinch and vnclean- 

neſſe doe al wayes keepe it companie , and ſozrowe with re- 

pentance doe evermoze followe it. Foz the lippes of an har⸗ 
Pro 3. lot ſapeth Salomon: are like vnto the d2zoppes of ahonye © 
combe, and her thzote (hyneth likeoyle. But the ende of her 
is as bitter as Wozme woode, and her tongue is as ſharpe as 

a two edged (wo2de, x 

Of the gene Lecheric is a familiar enemie, which dwelleth not farre 


:aliie of of, but nerre to you. Not outwardly but inwardly. Fozal the 


Leckerie. vertue thereofis in the lopnes , and the ſtrength thereof is in 
ob. 40 the nauel . and ſecrete partes. It is neuer chaſed awaype, but 


when it is eſchewed,noz it is neuer killed, but when it is 


made leane and puniſhed, Unto the cauſe therof, it requireth 
liberty and abundance,but to do the effect therof,it muſt haus 
power alwayes in redineſſe. This marreth and cozreipteth 
euer p age, it confoundeth cuery lect, it diſſolueth andbzeaketh 
euer p oꝛder, and it ouerthꝛoweth enery degree, Fa it inaa - 
deth vdung and old. men and women, wiſe and fotich, higber 
and lower, vnto the laſt generation. 


Mho is able ſufficiently to expꝛeſſe the manifolde ſoꝛtes 


= bed xg - hereof? Foz thisis it which ouerthꝛe we Pentapolis, with all } 


lecheric,and the region adioyning. If you woulde haue examples ofthe 
their paines. Sodomyres. It deftroyed Sichem, with the people therof. If 
Ocn. 10. 34. pou ſeeke moze rare examples. It ſtroke the ſonnes of ſaint 
38. Hierom and Ouanus in Iuda. It you enquire foz them that 
Nam-2f- were bncleane,it thzult thzongh the ewes 4 the Madiamire | 
. Reg. 2. 4. with a dagger. If you ſeeke foznicatozs , it did extinguiſhe = 
11. the trybe ol Beniamin, ſoʒ the wife ofthe Leuite . If adulte | 
1 rers, it ouerthꝛewe the ſonnes ol Hely in the battfaile,x killed 
Amon at his banquet. It you looke foz rauiſhers church robs | 
bers, and committers ot inteſt, then this killed Vrias, ſtoned 


Gen.35.49- the Paſte, curſed Ruben, ſeduced Sampſon, and peruerted * 


Salomon, 
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Salomon. Thetefoze is it true that is read: For the ſund pe 
loꝛtes thereof, many haue periſhed Fo wine women haue 
aucb many wile men to tall tromide fatey, and bade du ... . 
led the beſt and quickeſt witten. This vice hath th;owne 
downe many men ſoꝛe wounded, and many ſtrong men haue 
bene ſlaine therewith, The houſe thereof ie the way of hell, *<<'<-9- o. 
which pearſeth into the intrailes ol drath. This vice doeth . 
f weakeathefineweo,venjinithehofencesſeontumethedaies, 
* andpow3e out the ſubſtante. 5 
y The puniſhment of this vice bath taught; What What the fantt The pin! 100 
” therofveſerveth Foz the Lod rained fyze and bzimſlone vp ment of 11.1 
So dome and Gomor from the heaue ns, and would not com- * 3 
mit the eretutton of thin puniſhment, vnto any man oꝛ An- 
gell. But reſerned vnto'Yimlolfe the revenge! of this mil⸗ 
chiuous dede: Actoꝛding to thatſaping. Neuenge is mine + 
2 will giue it. And thereſdꝛe the Loꝛd God rained from the 
TLoꝛd, (euen from himſelſe) not ſhewers noꝛ de we, but ſpꝛe 
and bꝛimſtone, vpon the feruent heat of luſt. That the puniſh 
ment might be like the offence',” Neither is it ſaide that be 
ſent it, but that he rayned it, wat by the — — 
> ofthe wozd, he might norifle the abundant greatneſſe cf the 
pauni ument. His exe ſpared no man but did ertinguiſh them 
all. Mea euen the wife of Lot alſo, betatſe 5 backe, 
he turned her into a piller or alt. either bis he ont ly de⸗ 
trop the townes, but allo did conueſt a the regionsthere- 
abo its, into the dead vale and ſadt pate, Io it is hoꝛribſe to 
light in the hands of the liuing Sod, Who the grrater that he 
qqheweth the patience ol his long (uffering, the batver doth be 
beexing in the reuenge of hes ſeutrſtie. | 
Then the ceustcub- wan both guter and he nende of che am 
heapeth vp wealth und rieche. ye glutton poth take of bo bonn 

laptuous deſites, and the lethee dolh trerciſe them But the 
Ambitious man doeth affec honours, andthe pꝛoude man 
= deth extoll himſelſe The ambitious man is cuer frarful, and 
euer maze hedie and warte, what hee ſhoulde ſpeake o: doe, 
4 C. ii. which 


great coue- 
roulne: of 
.ambitious 
Men. 
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which may be vnpleaſant in the eares of men, he diſſembleth 
humilitie, and counterfeyteth honeſtie. She weth affabilitic, 
and pꝛofereth, foloweth, and pur ſueth benignitie Me hono- 
reth al men, and boweth to all men, Frequenteth courtes, vi⸗ 
ſiteth the cheefe per ſons, riſeth and imbꝛaceth, flattereth, and 
ſotheth, wel knoweth he this leſſon of the Poet: 


Et ſi nullus erit plus, tamen excutit vita. | 

Me is pꝛompt and earneſt where he deſireth to pleaſe,flow 
and backward, where he dꝛeadeth to offend-.' Be repzoucth 
euil things, and deteſteth wicked things, pꝛouing and repꝛo⸗ 
uing, liking 4 dilliking one thing with another, that he may 
be iudged lit, reputed welcome, pꝛayled of men, and allowed 
generally. And behold, he maintaineth a great combat with 
in himſelfe, and a hard conflict , whiles iniquitie thzuſteth 
foꝛ ward the minde, and ambition holdeth backe the hande. 
That which thone doth miniſter to be done, thother will not 
lutter to be bzought to paſſe Pet the mother and the daugh⸗ 
ter, à meane Iniquitie and Ambition) do play and dally one 
with another. F02 the mother openly doth ſtand til, and the 
daughter pꝛiuilp doeth not reſiſt. That one challengeth vato 
ber ſcife the open ſhewe, and that other the ſecrete, Then the 
ambitious man doeth p2incipally treat of the p2incipalitte, 
oz office, 02 authozitie which he goeth about, and ſayeth: O 


when ſhall ſuch beare rule as bee ſeuere and vpzight in iu⸗ 
lice : godly in mercie? which will neither declyne fo; loue 
no; hatred? which will not be cozrupted, either with pennye, - 
oz Pater nolter? which will bel eue the faithfull , and bee at 
tentiue vnto the humble beſechers 2 which may be curteous © 


t benigne, liberall 4 mecke,conſtant, wiſe, patient x ſubtile. 


If percaſe he p2ofit not by this meane befoze rehearſed, 
Ol che over then hath he recourſe vnto another. Ye calleth Symon 4 com - 
meth vnto Gicꝛz ic. By the one he goeth about to buy of that o⸗ 


ther that which ( by himſe lle) he was not able to obtapne. He 


beſcecheth and pꝛomiſeth, he pꝛofereth and giueth, (O hame | 


ful thing) euen that fauour which frankly and freely he tould 
not 


o - | g 
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not obtaine. Yet doth he not lo ſtaye, but lapeth on load and 
violently doth inuade honour , Yea he doth impudently take 
dignitie vp on him, by the voyce of his friendes,and the helpe 
of his neighbours . And he is inflamed with (ach a feruent 


- heat of domination, and with ſuch anexrceding luſt to beare 


rule, that he neither abhozreth ſchiſme, no2 feareth ſlaunder. 
But Giezrtsftriken with lepꝛoſie, and Symon peritheth 
with money Chore and his complices were put into the 
fier. And Dathan, and A byron, the ground did ſwallowe vp 
quick; Let no man then take honour vppon him but he which 
is called ot Cod, as Aaron was. 


There is a plaine example — i in the ſto⸗ An cv phe 
rie of Abſolon. Which when be did aſpire vnto the kingdom ambit: 


and made him charyots and furniſhed ho2 ſemen, and men of 
warre which ſhoulde goe befoze him. Andryſing betymes in 


the moꝛning , he ſtode at the entry of the gate, and all men 


which ha? buſineſſe to come vnto the kings iudgemẽt, he cal⸗ 
led vato hint, x ſayd: Of what citte 02 countrey art thou: who 
an(wered;J am thy ſeruant of ſuch a trybe in Jſrael.And Ab 


ſolon ſaide, thyrequeſt ſcemeth to mee to be god + inſt , but 


here is no man to giue eatre vnta the being appointed of the 


king, and he ſaide moꝛe ouer, who will make and conſtitute 


me Judge oner the land, that all they which haue buſines to 
do may come vnto-me.as bnto a iuſt Judge? Yea,when any 


man came vnto him and ſaluted him, he reached him his hand 


and imbzacinghim kiſſed his cheekes, and thus he did vnto 
all Iſrael. which came vnto iudgement to be heard of the 
king. And he did labour ſoꝛ the hearts of the men of Iſraell. 
And when Abſolon was gone into Ebron, he ſent ſpyes into 
ſoone as pou ſhal heare the 
ſound of the Trumpet, ſay you Abſolon reigneth in Ebron, & 
a great conſpiracy was made thereby,and the oy cöming 
together did increaſe greatly with Abſolon. : 
But put the caſe that the ambicious man bg rapled vpon 
high;+be-carped vpaloft +1mumediatly cares do grow pziuily, 
C liy. carts 
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atctumulate faſting are pꝛoldnged, watthings 
are lengthened, whereby both nature is coꝛrupted, and the 


ſpirites are weakened. Che ſlepes are bzoken, the appetite 


is off, the vertues are weakened, the body wareth leane,and 


ſo failing in his owne vefect , he liueth not balfe his dapes 


But concludeth a miſerable life, with a moe miſcrable end. 
That ſaying of the Poet is true: Great things are foꝛbidden 
to ſtand long. They are raiſed vp on high, that they may fall 
the moze grieuouſly. But that ſaping of the P2ophet is moꝛe 
true. Jſaw (ſaitg he) the wicked man eraltedandrayſed vp 
on high, as the boughes of Lybanus. J went by, and behold, 
there, there was none that une we him. 'J ſonght him, and 
his place was not to be fouade. Betoze his dayes be fulfilled, 
he periſheth, let him reioyce as a vyne when it firſt loꝛiſheth 
And let his cluſters be as the olife, when it buddeth Marke 
the ſaying of the wile there vpon. all men in authozitie(ſaith 
he)are ſhozt lyued. 1 2410 CAS FLAC 2 

ꝗs lone as wwe ambitious inan is pꝛomoted to hofidur, her 


> is puffed vp with pꝛyde, t becommeth vnb2idled in boaſting, 


neither doth he care to pzofit, but glozyeth to-beare rule. Ye 
p2eſumethhimlelf to be the better. becauſe he is growne to be 
higher. Burt the vertue a not the degree, the honeſtie + not the 
dignitie doth make a god man en thus aduaunted, do dil⸗ 
daine their fozimer frinds,ouerſe their knowne companions, 
tontemne their accultoined fetlowes,turne (heir countenans 
ces, hold vp their heads, ſet vp their haire, ſhewe their pꝛypde, 


\peak bigg / c mule vpon dæpe matters. They cannot abyde | 


to be commanded; they lernte ta rule the roſt. Enmious at all o- 
ther that be pꝛelerred. And græuaus vato ſuch as are vnder 
theit ſubiection They beate no griefe, defer no conceipt, heas 
dy t bold, gloꝛious: ignoꝛant, heauie and impoztunate, - - 

O p2yde;hateful x dnable to be bozne of any mã Cmongſt 
all vices, thou alwayes art both firſt and laſt. Foz ail kinve 
of ſinne — the-waye) is committed And all 
nynd ob linne (it thou ep aſide out ol the way / u * 


— 
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As it is wꝛitten, The beginning of all fine is pꝛyde. {hy 
flcſt begotten death. Foz this in the beginning ol all thinges 
did raiſe vp the creature againſt his cre atoꝛ. An Angeli a- 
gainſt God, But immediatlie and without delape, it thzewe 
hin dowone againe Becauſehe continued not in the truthe 
i thꝛewe him downe againe from innocency, into nne, from 
delightes, into mileries, and from the bꝛight heauen into a 
thicke miſtie aire , Harken vnto the Pꝛophete ſaying, How 
diddeſt thou fall Lucifer, which ſpꝛongeſt in the mozninge:? 14. 
+ Lhouſelleſt downe vpon the gꝛounde, which diddeſt wound 
the nations, and ſaydeſt in thy hart, 3 wil l goe wp into hea· 
uen, and will exalt the ſol of mp fte aboue the ſtar ren vf god, 
A will fit inthe mount of the teſtament in the ſives ol the 
1 Nozthwinde, and will clyme vppon the height ol the Clouds Ez<c-23. 
= will be like vnto the higheſt . Thou wert in the delightes 
ok the paradiſe of God, and an image and token of his like- 
nelle, full of wiſedome, and peffect in all conillueſſe, al kinds 
ol pꝛecious ſtones were in thy veltements'; The Topaſe · the 
- Jaſpis, the Chꝛyſtolite, the Dnir , the Berall , the Carbun⸗ 
© clo; the Saphir andthe Emerald. Gold was thy wozkman- 
hp ol thy comelineſſe, and thy holes and pziuities were pꝛe⸗ 
par ed in the day that thou wert made Thou wert that migh⸗ 
ti and great Cherub and J put thee in the holy hill of God, 
Thou walkedft in the midlt of the fierye ſtones las perſea in 
© thy wayes) from the day of thy creation, vntill iniquitte was 
© foundein ther. Thou hall innev and J caſt thee out of the 
\ mounte of God, My heart was raiſed vp in thy comelinelle, 
and Jhavecaffethee ont againſt the earthe. The Cedat trees 
were no higder then he in Paradiſe . Tho firre træs were not 
> equall vnto his toppes;,and the Palme tres were not equal 
2 unto his boughes. As wode in {Paradiſe, was like vnto him 
na vnto his be Wwtie betauſe N made him bewtifulf & with 1% . 
aut many thick boughes Me is Mint aboue alt the (onnes of Ape 7. 
— bels tpat grent eb dragon hating le auen heds and yy 
and — OO. 
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the thirde part ofthe Sfarres of heauen & thꝛe u them down 
vpon the earth. And that great dꝛagon is thzown fooꝛth, that 
old Serpent which is called the diuell and Satanas, which 
ſeduced the whole wozld and was th2zowen foꝛth vppon the 
Luke. to. :  carth,andhis angels were ſent with him OD whome.the 
truth ſayth:J ſaw Satanas as a lightening falling 110: hea- 
nen. #02 enery one that exalteth himſelfe halbe humiliate, U 
Of che aro, he that humbleth himſelle ſhalbe exalted. $19 

gancie of O pꝛoud pꝛeſumption and pꝛeſumptuous perde, which 
* wouldeſt nat onely be equal vnto the Angels of God, but als 
ſo diddeſt pzeſame to make men Gods. But thoſe-whome 
he rayſed bp. be put downe,x whome he exalted, he bꝛougbt 
owe. Hereupon the Lo2de ſaith vnto the Pzophet ; O ſonne 
of man ſay vnto the Pꝛince of Tyꝛe: thus ſaxeth the Loꝛde 
God: Becauſe thine heart is raiſed vp as the heart of God, 
thou haſt ſayd, Jam a God ( when thon art a man + no God) 
there toꝛs J will bing the ſtrongeſt people vpon thee 3 will 
kill ther. Andthou Halt dye in tha ouerthzoweoftbem that 
be layne. Nabuchodonozor , becauſe he did pzoudly baagg 
on his power and larde: is not this Babylon, which Jhaus 
bay lded in the houſe of my kingdome, and in the ſtrength of 
my foꝛtitude / and the glozie ol my comlines ? when the wozy 
was yet in the kings mouth. a voice fell ftom heauen ſaying: 
To ther king Nabuchodonoſar is it ſaid, the kingdonte ts 
— from thee and 2 will caſt ther out from men, ⁊ thy dwel⸗ 
ling ſhalbe with cattel and wylde beaſtes. Thou ſhalteats 
bays lyke an Dre and ſeuen times ſhalbs changed vpon ther, 
vntill thou know that the hygheſt hath dominion in the king 
domes of men. And ge gineth them vnto whome ſotuer it 
plaaſeth him. At the dme inſtant, the woꝛde was fulfilled 
bppon Nabuchodonoſar. Thetefoꝛe it is true which is ſaid 
ales | inthe Plalme, Pan did not underſtaud when he was inho- 
Gen |, nour. He iwas compared vnto the fonde cattell a was made 
neg., like vnte them Parde ouerthae we the Tome and cantaun⸗ 
; Heſt,7, 7 tongues, beat downs Golias and hanged Amon, ſem 


Nicanor, 


Dan. 3. 
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Nicanor, and tooke away Antiochus, Jt 'dzowned Pharao z: 2{:cch. 1; 
deftroyed Senacherib, and tut of Holofernus hend. God bath *- , 
deſtroyedwhe feates of the pꝛoude Pꝛinces and Captaines, 2 
bath d2yed vp the rootes of the pꝛoude people. Of the ab. 
The Love bimſelfe doeth witneſſe by the Prophet howe hominatiou 
deteſtable pꝛyde is, ſaying : A deteſt the pꝛyde of Jacob: ande 
the Loꝛde hath ſwoꝛne againſt the perde ol Iacob. 3f 4 fob % 
get all their woꝛkes vnto the ende. Mhereupon amongeſt 10% ; 
thoſe ſeuen things which the Loꝛde hateth and his ſoule abk?⸗ꝛ? 
boꝛreth the ſeuenth, Salomon putteth in the firſt place high oe 2 
lookes, And Eſay ſayth : the day of the Loꝛd of hoſtes vpon al.. 
pꝛoude and high lookes , and vppon them that are arrogant. 
And they ſhalbee bz9ughtlowe- And vpon all the Ceders of 
Lybanus, both high and ſtraight, and vppon all the Okes 
of Baſan, and vpon all mountayncs and all high billes, and 
all high Towers, and all walles of defence , and the heygbt 
of men ſhalbee bended downwardes, and the talneſſe of men 
ſhalbet bzought lowe.Therefoze bell bath enlarged z ſtret / 
ched out bis ſpitit , and hath opened his mouth vntill there 
bee no ende, and tho high haughtie and gloꝛious thereof ſhal 
go downe vnto it. The Lozde of hoſtes hath thought this 
that hee might abate the pꝛyde of all their glozy. lob alſo 
ſayeth; Af pꝛyde clyme vp vnto heauen, and his head reache 
the cloudes, yet in the ende it ſhalbe deſtroyed and layd lowe 


as a dungehill. ne H | | | 
be vicious, do lone their lykes. Agaiuſt the 


In manner al things that 
But the pꝛoud doth hate the high mynded + arrogant man, arrOgancie 
Whereupon Salomon ſaid : amongſt the pꝛoud there are als of :hc 
wayes contentlons, and where pꝛide is there muſt nardes be e. 
deſpite alſo. A pꝛoude man doeth gos and geſture otherwiſe 
then he was wont, deſpyſeth thoſe things that he is accuſto- 
med vnto. He accounteth him a great man whom he vouch- 
laleth to ſpeak vnto 4 verie great it he ryſe and embzace him. 
Ve moze eſtemeth that the dignitie pzoccedeth from him, 
then that he is made by the dignitie. 55 

De 


T he viewe 


Her wil neuer vie the affection of fatherhove , but he will 
al wayes bſe the imperiouſnes of giuing. Vis pzpde, his artro 


gancye, and his iuvignationare moꝛe than his naht. Pee 
reuolueth not in his mind that which is reade in the Goſpell 
lee, There became a contention amongeſt the diſciples of our 
Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which of them would ſeeme to be greateſt 
And Jeſus ſaid vnto them. The pꝛinces of the people do tulo 
ouer them and thoſe which haue power amongell then are 
called liberal But it ſhall not be ſo with you; brit he which 
per. is greateſt (hall be as the ſeaſt amongſt you, and he which is 
fozemoſt of pou ſhal be as it were a ſeruaunte, and as Peter 
ral g. the p2ince of the Apoſtles ſaith, not as though pou ruled duet 
| the Clergie, but as the rulers and of the flocke tho- | 
rough god will, The earth is the Loꝛds, and the plenty ther- | 
of, the whole wo21ld, and al that dwell therein, Then there is 
one God and one Loꝛd. The reſt are not Lozds but miniſters 
and ſeruaunts, vato whom dominion is foꝛbidden, and the | 
miniſtery is eniopned. Geue eare vnto the wiſcman hereupd 
ſaying. If they haue made ther a ruler be not extolled. But be 
amongeſt them, as thou wert one ol them 
Vehold the ſonnes of Zebedie who by the interceſſion of 
eule their mother did ſecke honour of Chia. Commaund (ſaid ſhe) 
gain a " that theſemy two ſonnes, may ſit one on thy right hand, and 
fraud: ny that other on thy lefte hande in thy kingdome. But they de ſer 
5 cc1150! 3= ned to haue this anſwere? you know not what pou aſke, ſo: 
cog en © pou cannot come into my kingdome by honoꝛ and pꝛomotion 
But heaup burthens of tribulation wherevpon the Lo2d ad⸗ 
ded furder, it is not mine to giue vou. As if he ſhoulde haue 
ſaide it is myne but not to giue you, that is to (ay, vnto 
ambitious m# ſuch as vou are Foz although power be of god 
yet p2ed mon doe not reigne as appointed by & O D acroz- 
ding to the ſaping of the P2ophet . They reygned but not as 
ſentfrom mer, they became P2ynces and F linewe them not, 
The pꝛoude arrogant man loueth the higheſt ſeats in the 
Srnagegues, and the higheſt chair at table, to be 2 | 
market 7 


Eccl. 3 Is 
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market, and to be called Rabbi amongſt men. He will not be 
called by the name of his perſon, but by the name of his ſoꝛ⸗ 
tune, and pꝛomotion. Hee will not be honoured like a man, 
bat like a Lo2de . Yes ſitteth higheſt, he goeth ately, he 
would haue all men to riſe when he paſſeth by, and hee will, 
giue a becke to euery man Furthermoze acertaine Philoſo- 
pher mocking the ar rogancie of a certain Ring, when he ſaw 
him it ſtately in the regall th2one, falling pꝛoſtrate vpon the 
ground did woꝛſhip him. And immediatly therewithall be⸗ 
ing not bidden, he aroſe and late downe by the King . The 
Ring maruailing greatly thereat, becauſe he knewe him to 
be a Philoſopher did eſke him wherefoze hee did ſo? and the 
> Philoſopher anſwered. Either thou art a God 02 a man. Jf 
thou be a God, then was it my duetie to wo2zſhip the. Jt 
thou be a man, then map JI ſit by thee. But then the king tur⸗ 
ning his ſpeech towards the Philoſopher ſayd: Yea, but be- 
cauſe Jam a man thou ſhouldeſt nat haue wozſhipped mee. 
And it I bea td od, then ſhouldeſt thou not ſit by mee. A que- 
tion, both wiſely anſwered,and wittily pꝛopounded. 
* . God madeour firſt parents cotesof beſtes ellas, cines Of ſuperfius 
| after they had ſinned, Anditisayd by Chaiſt: vato ſuch as Pre 
* paofelſe the name of Chailtians, you ſhal not haue two cotes. tl 10. 
2 Butaccozdiugto the councel of Iohn, hes which hath two Lake.; 
totes, let him gine one ol them to him which hath none · But, 
tze pꝛoude man to the ende he may ſceme magnificent,. dot 
loue to be double clothed, and to haue delicate garments, and 
pꝛetious 0znaments. And what is a man decked with pꝛeti⸗ 
ou things. but onely a Sepulchꝛe painted and white lymed 
without, and full of filthinefſe within? purple and crymſon, 
ſkarlet and ſilke, do putrifye in the ſlyme of the earth: And 
golde and ſiluer, pear les and pzetious ſtones, become folole 
and flithie in claye. Power and dignitie, do lye vncomely in 
the duſt. And glozy and honour ſit as bnhandſomly in the al⸗ 
ſhes, Then wherefoze weare we theſe ſkrowls t ſuper ſcrip⸗ 


tions of pꝛyde, with bzoad and ſumptuous bozders; the riche 
, man 
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Dyna the daughter of the Patriark Iacob (as Ioſephus re- 


bearſeth)befoze ſher went out to buy ſuch oznaments as the 
pꝛouinciall women did weare · remained a virgin. But aa 
ſone as ſhe came out, Sychem the ſonne of the king of the A- | 


morites, did violently rautth her, Holoternus fitting in a cas» 
napie which was of purple ſilk c gold, ſet with Emeraldes, 3 


other pꝛecious ſtones was beheaded by Iudyth, who whe ſhe 


was a little befoꝛe) wꝛapped in garments of hearecloth, did 
now take vpon her garments of reioyſing. Sine eare vnto 
the councel of the wiſe man hereupon which ſaieth: do neuer 


gloꝛie in garmentes, and the Apoſtle biddeth vs: Glozie not 


(ſayth he)in pꝛecious 0znaments,neither lay out faire lockes 
of haire- Noz boꝛder t garde your garments with gold ec. 
Barke what our Loꝛde God doth thzeaten againſt the ſa» 
perfluitie of apparel by the Pꝛophet Eſay ſaying: Foz aſmuch 
as the daughters of Syon are puffed vp with pꝛyde and walk 
with bare neckes layde out, and bꝛydling in their gate there⸗ 
foze the Loꝛde will make balde their buſhy lockes, and will 


the Loꝛde will take away the oznamentes of their ſhoes, and 
their hope rings,chaynes, cat kenets, bꝛaſelets, and Jewels, 
Their calles,and their friſled : curled perwicks, their ſmall 


chaynes, their pomanders, their eare rings and the pzecious | 


ſtones,hanging vpon their fozheads, their ſho2t clokes 4 ſhift 
of garments, thetr fine lynen x their needle woꝛks, their glaſ⸗ 
ſes, their lawne partlets, their fillets, and their fine ſkarffes 


t vayles. And in ſterd of ſweet ſmelles, they ſhal haue ſtinch, | 
in ede of their faire purſſes egy2dles, they ſhal haue a ſmall - 


cozde fo bynd theircoffyne, and in ſterd of fryſled haire, they 
hal haue a bare and balde ſkull. Beholde, this palne and pu⸗ 
niſhment is giuen fo; their fault, that they may be cozreced 
and puniſhed even therein wherein they offended. But fur- 


man which wasclothed in purple e filke was buryed in hell. f 


take off the hayꝛe from the daughters of Sion. Jn thoſe daies 


thermoꝛe harken vnto the Pꝛophet Ezechiel, heteupon ſays 7. 
ing; O Tyre the ſundzy lozts of ſilke in Egypt are wouen ſoz * 


the, | 


* 
* 
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the. Truelp thy garments are made or ſumptuous purple 4 
curious wozkes. They haue changed their Juozye e Ebony 
with ther, foꝛ money They haue bzought into the market 

places, purples and pear les, ſilkes and tynſels, furres of Lu· 
zar ds and Genetts, foz the abundance of the wealth which 
they found in thee. They haue giuen the rulers Tapeſtries 
to tread vpon and to couer the ir tables, And their gloꝛie is o⸗ 
uer greatly tepleniſhed thereby. But beholde nowe thou art 
contrite and ſo2rowfull in the middeſt of the ſea, thy wealth | 
is in the depth of the waters. Thou art bought tonothing x | 
ſhalt not remaine foz euer. 

When a certaine Philoſopher went (vpon a time) vnto a That more | 
Peu inces court homely cladds, and knocking at the gate was bu | 

not let in but as often as he pꝛeſſed to go in: ſooften was he Ante the j 
repulſed and put backe he changed his habyte v put on tome e. 
ly garments. The way was madefo; him at the fir ſt woꝛd. the verrues 
He going on vnto the Pꝛince, began to kiſſe the cloke which or good con 
he ware. And the Pzince maruayling thereat , demaunded ©1995 9t a 
what he did ? and wherefoze he did ſo? the Phyloſopher an⸗ oy; 
ſwered: J honour my habyte (quoth he O Pzince ) foz2 that 
which my vertue conlde not get, my garment hath obtays 
ned. O vanitieofall vanities . moze honour is giuen to the 
gar ment then to the goodneſſe, and moꝛe wozlhip done foz 
the out warde apparance, then foz the in ward perfection of a 
man, | 
Anartificial ſhewe is layde on, and a naturall fate and fa / ,-, paia- 

nour is hid and taken awape. As though the arte of man cre⸗ ting & coun 

ated, were aboue the extellent wozkes of God the creatoz, tertaiting of 
Pot ſo, not ſo, O men, conſider pou, ( ſayeth the Lo2de ) the 4754, | 

7 Lillyes ol the felde how they growe. They do neither abo: 

noz ſpinne. But ſape vntoyou ; that Salomon in all his 

glozie was not clothed like vnta one ol ihem God fon bid that 

acounterfait coulour ſhoulde be ta be compared vuto a natu⸗ 

rall coulour, Fo2 whylelt the face i d with a counters 
fait coulour the ſkin is marred with abhominable a 
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vaine, then to bꝛayde the haire,to curle the lockes, todye the 


cheekes,to annopnt the fozehead, and to twitch away the eye 
liddes?in as glozie is deceitful,and beautie is vaine. 
And all fleſh is graſſe, and all the gloꝛie thereof like vnto the 
flowers of the feelde . Foz like vnto hape they Mall quickly 
pio zo. Wither,and ſhall ſoonefall like vnto the 
Sula. 4. paſſe ouer the decking and apparel of the perſon, leff J ſhould 


Plal 30. ſeeme to ſpeake moze of mallice then of truthe, what is moze 


vaine then to decke andtrym the table with dyaper clothes? 


pothearbs. But to 


& 

4 
ba, 
* 


All men lining are altogether vanitie. What can bee moꝛe 


| 


with dyaper napkins, as white as Juozye? veſſel of gold and 


filuer?with ſmall cuppes, bowles, + ſtately ſtanding cuppes? 


with plates and ſpoones with diſhes and pottengers? with 
liuery pottes and iughes? with ſpice bores and chafingdiſhes? *' 
what pzeuaileth it to paint the roofes of the chambers,tofur- - 


niſh the halles,to hang the poꝛches and lobbets, to pane the 


flowes-to make the beddes, well ſtuffed with downe fethers, *' 


couered with ſilke quilts, dꝛawen about with curteynes, and 


ſhadowed with canopyes ? ſince it is wziften: Pan ſhal take 


none ot theſe with him when he dyeth,neither ſhal his glozy * 


deſcend with him. 


Of e. There is no man which may glozie,that his heart is clean 


elcanneſle Dinte we all do offend in many things, And il we ſaye that 


of the heart. We Anne not, we deceiue our ſelues, and the trueth is not in 
Pal, _ bs. Who is able toſaye as the Apoſtle ſayde? I am gyltie in 


rs nothing to my knowledge , and pet thereby am J not iuſti⸗ 
Cor. 4. fied. She we me ſuch an one, and we wil pꝛaiſe him. Behold 
Eccl.z1. gnen amongeſt the ſaintes, no man is bnculpable , and the 


8 gheauens are not cleane in his ſight , fo2 in his Angels he hath * 
*  foundiniquitie, How abhominable and vnp2ofitable is man, 


which dzinketh iniquitieas it were water? and therfoze God 


did repent him that her had made man vppon the Earth, 
becauſe the mallyce and wickedneffe of man on Earth was 


exceeding greate, and alk his thoughtes bent alwayes vpon 
And J 


euill. 


| 
| 
| 
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Andtherefoze being touched with ſozrow of hart inwardly, 

der toke away man whom he had created. Furthermoze int- 

quitie aboundeth, and the charitie of many is waren colde. Al . . 

men haue declyned and art betome vip2ofitable altogether. fl.; ;r. 

There is no man that doth god, no not one , All the whole 

ute (in maner )of moztall men, is full ot moztall and deadiye n e, 

ſinnes , lo that it isſkarcelye poſlible to finde any one which 1 % 

doth not decline on the left hand, which doth not returne vn⸗ 

to his vomit, and which doth not putt ile in ozvure and vn⸗ 

cleaneſſe , Nay rather they glozy when they haue done euill, 

and reioyce in moſt wicked things, being repleniſhed with 

all iniquitie, malice, fo2nication, touetiſe, naughtines, enup, 

murder, contention, crafte, pziuie grudge, lander, and mur 

muring, Being hatefull vnto God,contumelioys,p2oud,bigh 

minded, dcuiſers of miſchtefe, diſobedient to their parentes, 

diſozdered, without loue, without truth, and without mercy 

With fuch and much wozſe this wozlde is repleniſhed, as 

with heretickes, and ſhiſmatikes,periurs,Zyrans, Symon - 

ſellers, hipocritcs, ambitious men, robbers and ſpoylers er- 

tozcioners and pollers, vſurers, and falſe witneſſes, wicked 

theeues, and church robbers, traptoꝛs, lpers, flatterers,decea. 

ners, taletellers, wauerers, gluttons, dꝛoncards, adulterers 

inceſteous men, tender treaders, and vaine vaunters, ſlouts 

fluggards, and lopterers, pꝛodigall ſpenders, and vnthziftes, 

raſhe quarellers, and hackers, vnpatient and vnconſtant mẽ 

poyſoners and witches, pzeſumptuous & arrogant wzetches, 

deneliſh minded and deſperat men. To conclud, with ſuch as 

are pakt full of al paltry of the earth,and farced with al kind 

of vyle abhomination.yefenenas the ſmoke vaniſheth away Pal.c7: ' 

ſo ſhall they vaniſh:and as ware melteth befoze thefier , ſo 1 

wall ſinners periſh befoze the face of God, j baiar which 
The wicked men do ſuffer foure pzincipall paines at their h cuil and 

death. The firſt is the perpleritie of the body, which is then wick<d men 

greater and moꝛe greeuous than euer it was 02 is in this pze- 4 —_— 

3 ſent life, vntill chat tyme of diſſolution, * think that C . 
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even without motion ( ſuch is their grieuous paines) they 
teare thẽſelues in pæces. Fo2 the violence of death is ſtrong & 
vncompar able. Bicauſe the knittings, and naturall comby⸗ 
ninges ol the body with the ſpirit, are then bzoken in ſunder, 
And thereupon the Pzophete Dauid ſaith in the plalme: the 
pangs of death haue compaſled me. There is no member, noʒ 
no part of the body , but it is touched and twitched with 
that vatollerable paine, | f | 
Che ſecond paine is when the body(beeing altogether wee 
ried and ouertome, the fozce and ſtrenght thereof cleane vans 
quiſed) the ſoule doth, mach moꝛe plainely perceane in one 
moment all the wozkes which it hath done god and bad,and 
all thoſe things are ſet befoze the in warde eyes. This paine 
is ſo great, and this tozment and diſquiet is ſo grieuous, that 
the ſoule(betng much vered and troubled )1s conſtrained to 
confeſſe and declare againſt it ſelfe, As it is ſaid in the Pſal- 
lr: mes, the flodes of iniquitie haue troubled me. Foz as the 
flodes come with great fozce and way, and ſeme to beare 
downe all things befo2e them. ſo in the houre of death the wic 
ked man ſhall ſodainely ſee and beholde al the woꝛkes that he 
hath done oꝛ committed god 02 bad, | 
The third paine is when the ſoule now beginneth iuft ly 
to judge, and ſeth all the paines and toꝛmentes of hell, to 
© hang wozthelye ouer it, foz all the iniquities whereof it is 
gilty. | 
Mhereupon it is alſo ſaid in the Plalme: the paines of Hell 
abe. © came about me. | 
Che fourth paine is when the ſoule now(beeing pet in the 
body) doth ſce the wicked ſpirites ready to receane it, where- 
inthe d2cad is ſuch and ſo vnſpeakable paine, that the'miſera- 
. ble loule (although it benowparted from the body,) doeth 
of de com tunne about as long as it map, to tedeme the tyme of her 
ming of captiuitie befoze ſhe fozſake the body, 
Chriſtio the Allo cuerp man as well god as euill doth ſx ( befoze the 
tyme of any ſgule depart from the body) Chzilt crucified . The — 


mans death. 


14.114. 


of worldly vanities. 51 


ſerth it to his confuſton , when he may bluſhe and be aſhamed 
that he is not redemed thzough the blond of Chzilt , and that 
bis owne giltineſſe is the cauſe thereof, 
Wherevpon it is ſapde vnto the wicked in the Goſpel: They 
(hall ſee againſt whome they pꝛicked and ſfong. The which John 19. 
is vnderſtoode by the comming of Chziſt bnto iudgement, 
and of his comming at the inſtant time of any mans death. 
But the good man ſhall ſ him to his comfozt and retoyſing, 
as wee may perceiue by the wozdes of the Apoſtle which 
ſayeth : vntill the comming of our Loꝛde Jeſa Chziſt (that 
is toſaye) at the daye of death when Chzilt crucifyed (hall 
appears as well vnto the good as vnto the wicked. And 
Chzilt himſelfe ſapeth of Iohn the Euangeliſt: Ss will 7 
haue him to abyde vntill Jcoms . That is to ſape, continu- 
ing in virginitie vntul J come vntohis death, F602 we read 
of foure manner of commings that Chziſt ſhall come, Two 
of them ara biſible. The firſt. in humilitie to redeeme the 
wozlae. The ſeconde in maieſtie vnto iudgement. And the 
other twa art vnuiſtble. Che irt whereof is in the mynde ohn. 
ol man by grace. Whereof it is ſapde in the Goſpell: Wee 
hall come vuto him, and ſhall make our remaining place 
with him; The ſeconde is int he death ol euer x faithful man. 0 ... 
— there pon Iolin in the reuelation ſapeth, Come Lozde 
eſus. ä 

His ſpirite ſhall departe, and hee ſhall returne into his 
earth, At that time all their thoughtes ſhall periſh. O howe Of 1 
many things and how great thinges doe moꝛtall men conſi- == my 
der and thinke vppon, about the vncertaintie of their wozld⸗ ge, 
iy pꝛouiſions But ſuddeinly by the comming of deaihall Pm. 145. 
things which they thought on and fozecaſted,'vo immediatly e 
baniſh away. Like vnto a ſhadowe when the Sunne decly⸗œ⸗ 
neth, they are taken away. And like vato a Locuſt they are 
mitten downe. Sa that the ſpirite of man ſhal go out ot him 
not willingly, but vawillingly, Be ſhal diſmiſſe with doloz, 
that which he vid pꝛolelle with veſire. | 
D. 9. Foz 
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Fo2 it is w2itfen Thou art earth, and into earth thou ſhalt 
goe. Fo; it is naturall that the thing made of any ſubſtaunte 
ſhould be reſolued into that ſubſtaunte againe. He ſhall take 
away their ſpirit therefoze and they (yall faile, and ſhall re- 
turne into their duff, And when man dpeth, hee ſhallenherite 
beats, cattell , Serpents, and wozmes . Foz all thoſe ſhall 
reſt in duſt, and woꝛmes ſhall conſume them. The wozme 
ſhall eate them like a garment,and ſha!l conſume them as a 
moth cenſumeth the wollen cloth, J am to be conſamed(ſaith 
Io b) lytze vnto rottenneſſe. My father, my mother, my ſiſter, 
are gonne bnto wozmes meate. Man is rottenneſſe and putri 
faction, and ſo are the ſonnes of men. Filthie are our fozefa- 
thers, vile are our mothers, and how vile are our ſilkers? Foz 
man is begotten and conceaued ofbloud, putt iſted by the fer⸗ 
uent heate ofluſt and concupiſcence.And pet the woꝛmes doe 
come about his carcaſſe as mourners, Whileft bee lived hes 
b:edde nittes and liſe,and beeing dead he bz&edeth wozms and 
magottes. Whileſt he liued he made filthy ozdures and ex- 
_ nts, And being dead hee maketh putrefaction and 
inke. 

One man defendeth an other onelp, but being dead he defen- 
deth many woꝛmes. Oh what is moꝛe filthy than the carcaſſe 
of a man? oz what moze hozrible than a dead man? he whoſe 
embꝛaſing had bene moſt amiable meting him on liue, euen 
bis loke will be moſt terrible when he is deade + What pꝛe⸗ 
uaile riches therefoze? wat pꝛeuail e banquetings: What de⸗ 
lightes? they can not deltuer man from death? They can not 
defende him from the woꝛme neither ſhall they pzeſerne him 
from ſtinking. Ve which earwhile ſat gloziovs in his thzone, 
02 chair, lyeth now deſpiſed in his Tombe, | 

He which but lately flouriſhed in the Courte, doth now 
lyefilthely in his graue. He which butearewhiles did fare 
daintelye in bis parloz, isnow conſumed and tozn with woz 
mes in his Sepulchre. 

The wozme and the fier are the reuengt of the fleſh bats 


ſinne. 
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| the wicked man, And either of then in of tua kindes, That cg, 
3 is to ſap, the inwarde and the gutward wozme and fire. The me mbrarce 
inwarde woꝛme and fier gnaweth and burneth the harte, the cen 


outward wozme 02 fier, doth fret and bur ne the body. Their e 
wozme (baith he) ſhall neuer die, and their fire ſhall not bee Fey. 


quenched. The Lozde (all ſend wozmes and fier, vpon their bg. . 
fleſhe, that they may be burned and f&le it ſoꝛ euer. The 4.5 

woꝛme of conſcience ſhal tempoꝛallp teare them, the memozy 

ſſall afflict them, repentance ſhall vexe them and per plexitie 

ſhall toꝛment them. Foz they ſhall come into the thought of 

their ſinnes, feacfullye , and their iniquities on the other ſide 

hall diſhonour them, Saying ; what hath the boaſt of ri S 

ches pꝛolited vs: and what bath pyde pꝛeuapled foz vs ? All 

t hole things are paſſed ouer like ynfo a ſhadowe : even like 

vnto a ſhip which paſſeth in the lowing wancs, whoſe Nepps 

oz path no man can finde 02 perceaue when it is paſte . Cuen 

? (0 we as ſone as we be bozne, beginne to leaue this life, Foz 

we are able to ſhe we no token of vertue, but are conſumed in 

* our wickednes, They ſhall reco2de with erceding great trou- 

ble, that which they did with auer great de light, that the 

goade of their memozie might pꝛicke them vnto puniſhment 

and paine whom the ſepulchre of wickedneſſe did dzyue vnto 


They which repent and doe penance will ſay in them⸗ 
ſelues , we haue erred from the way of truth and the light of Oe n. 
righteouſneſſe hath not ſhone vpon vs Chen ſhal they begin profitable 
to ſay vnto the bils and mountaines: Fall vpon vs and couer cc 
vs, They ſhall repent to their paine and puniſhe ment, but oc 
they ſhall not be copuerted bnto remiſian and fozgivenede. 7" 7 
Fon it is but mite and rtabt, that they which would not w H. -— 
> they might, ſbould be barred to haue power whe they would, 
Foz the Loꝛd bath giuen a time and plate foz repentance, and 
they haue abuſed the ſame, Zherefoze the riche man which 
was toꝛmented in the flame did ſay vnto Abraham, J beſech 
ther father, pthou wilt ſend Lazarus my the houſe of my la / 

ih ther 
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of the bleſſed, although percaſe aftor the ende of iudgement. - 


Of Hel fire. 
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ther. Foꝛ J haue ſiue bꝛethꝛen. That he may be a witnes vn | 
to them, lea they alſo doe tome into this plate of toꝛment. 


q 
4 
: 
- 


Unto whom when Abraham had anſwered,they haue Moiſes 
aud the P2ophecs, Let themheare thoſe. He added, No father 
Abraham, but if any man ſhould go from the deade vnto the, 
they will repent. So he alſo didnow repent in hell · But be- 
cauſe he knewe that it was vnpzofitable , he deſircd that this 
might be declared vnto his bzethzen, That they might doe 
froitcfull pennante in this woꝛld. Foz repentante may then 
p:ofite a man, when it is in his power to ſinne. 

Men beholde Angels and are troubled with ho2rible feare 
mour ning thꝛough perpleritie of the ſpirit and ſaping : theſe 
be they whom heeretofoze we had in deriſion, and like ned the 
vnto mocking ſtockes in repꝛoche and ſcozne. Foz we (be⸗ 
ing ſenfles)did eſteeme their life madnes and their end with- 
out honoz , But behold how they are compted amongſt the 
fonnes of God, and their lot is amongſt the Saints . Againe 
it ſhaibe a puniſhment ſoz the wicked, to beholde the glozy 


But the bleſſed ſhall ſee the repzobatein tozments,acco;ding 
to this terte: the iuſt man ſhall reioyce when he ſeth the re⸗ 
uenge of ſinners. But the repzobate ſhal not ſe the bleſſed in 
glozy acco2ding to this texte: let the wicked man be taken 
away, lcſt hee (& the glozy of God, Such things do the wic- 
ked ſay in hell, becauſe the hope of the wicked is like vnto 
thillle downe which is tolCed with the winde. And lyke vnto 
a lender froth which is caſt from the deepe waters, and lyke 
bnto ſmoke ſcattered with the winde, and like vnto the re 
membzance of a ieſt which tarieth but oneday, | 
Che fyer of hell is neither noariſhed with fewel;nozkind | 
led with bellowes, but was created by God, vnquenchable 
from the beginning of the woꝛlde, Fo? it is waitten,the fyze 7 
ſhall conſume him which is not kindled .. And it is thought to 
be vnder the earth accoꝛding to that ſaying of Eſay,bel vnder 
theearth is troubled againſt thy comming · But al places — 
ve "'z 


8 * 
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penal vnto the repꝛobate, which doe always cary tozments 4 


vexation againſt themſelues.J will bzing ſw2th(ſaith-he)fire | 
dene eee of hel | 


from the middeſt of thee,which 
ſhal euer bur ne and neuet ſhine;it ſhall euer ſkald,and neuer 
laile. Foz in Hel there is metucilous cloudy darkneſſe, vnme 1 
ſurable bitterneſle ——ç and infinitequerlaſtingneſſe of ; 
all miſcrie, Bynde him hand 4 ſote(ſaith he) and thꝛow him | 
into out warde darcknes, there halbe weping and gnaſhing 
ol teeth , Euery member foz his ſinnes ſhall beare his pꝛoper f 
puniſhement. That it map there inith be puniſhed wher with 
it hath ſinned. Foz it is witten by whatſoeuer a man ſinneth loc 
by the ſame (hail he be puniſhed ., So that he which caned 

with his tongue, ſhalbe tozmented by the tongue. And there 

faze hecryed:D father Abraham haue compaſſion. on me, and 
ſend Lazarus that hee may dippe the ende of his finger into 

the water, and role Ong tongue, fo; 15 tozmented in this 


Hades jr 

" Therep K hall. net onely be wzapyed i in outwarde — 
darchnelle but in in warde darcknes Foz they ſhal at one 
lelte time lack both the ſpitituall light, and the cozpozall light 

Foz it is witten: the wicked ſhall be taken awaye leaſt hee Eta.26 
ſhould ſ& the Glozy of God, Who onely ſhall then be lighte 

euer laſting And the repzobate ſhall beate ſo great perplexitie 

in their puniſhement, that they ſhal ſcarcely be able to think 
rb other thing than their pains. And N;al there apply 

the loꝛte of their thoughts, 
Salomon ſaith: there is neither wozking , nos accompt in 
hel. noꝛ wiſedom noz knowledge, wher thou makeſt ſuch haſt 
to goe, Foz abliuion (hal be ſo greatein the tepꝛobat ſo great 
5 ol minde,+ ſo great confuſton of reaſon i; leldome 
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neuer they can riſe to think vppon god. noꝛ can bzeathe one 
. repentance . Fa; conſeſſion periſheth from a dead? 
mi _asfcou him which is not at all. as it is witten: The 


pꝛaiſe these (O Logd) noa they which goe down pa 
well ( ) hey Pal, 15 f 


conleſſe thee, Noz death laude and pꝛaiſe the. 
D iin. Let 


AS 
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ry con- Let me goe (ſapth Job) that J may lament a white my 
0000.9: paines, betope J gos to the dar klome land, which is cone red 
with the tioudes of death, the land of miſery and darckenes 
where the ſhadowe of death, and no o2der; but perpetuall hoz 

luke £. 102 doe inhabit Pet there ſhalbe o2der and quantitioof pains 
54p.5 Foz with what mealure you meate, it ſhalve meſured to you 
againe. That they which ſinned moſt greudully may be moſt 
gꝛœuouſip puniſhed. Foꝛ they which are mightie ſhall ſuffer 
toꝛments mightely . But there ſhalbe no oꝛder in the qualt- 
tie of things. Foz from the ſnowe oꝛ water, they ſhalbeputte 
into hote ſcalding fer , that the foddain change of the contra- 
ries may make their griefes the greater. J haue ſcene by expe 
rience, p if one which is burned, do ſtraight ways put his hurt 

into the water, he ſhall ferte afterwards thegreater ſcalding. 

Men are put into delt, line ſheepe, and death ſhall feede 

vpon them. This is poken by the fimilitnde of beaſts and 

of. neus: cattell, which doe not plucke vp graſle and hearbes by þ rets 


failing ef but I again fo2 
the totmẽts their fore Do alſo the wicked(as ik they l | ole ener 
_ death)ſhall renine vnto death, that wer may dye euetlalling- 
me pas Ovidſaith: „ehe- ED 

dic rnconfumptum Tiry ſemperg renaſcens 


die perit vr poſſit ſepe pertrenetur. 


my 


Then ſhall death be immoꝛtall, then chall theveave tyne 
which be dead vnto life They ſhall fake death and thall not 
finde it. becauſe they had life and loſt it: Parken vnto lohn 

4p%<5- in the Reuelatis which ſaith: In thoſe dayes men ſhall ſeck 
death and ſhall not find it. They ſhall deſtre death, and death 
ſhall ſiye from them. O death how (weete ſhouldeſt thou now 
ſceme vnto them, whith heeretofoze thought thee ſo bitter : 
they ſhall delire ther and wich fo2 thee one ly. which did vehe 
mently abhozre ther onely Then let no man flatter himſe lle 
and ſay that God will not bealwayes angry, noz be offended 
fo2 ener, but his merties are oner all his wozkes. 
when he is angry he will not fozget to be merciful, 


doeth | 


— 
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doch he hate any or the things which he hath made. Ta- The repro. f 
king as an argument of erroz, that which the Lozd ſayeth by *** — be- | 
the Pꝛophete: They lhalve gathered together into one blidel f f 
info the lake, and there they ſhalbeſhut vp in pꝛiſon 0 And paines. 
after many dayes they ſhalbe viſitey Foz man ſinned not but Pl. 102. 4. 
foz a time, and then Cod will not punilhe fo; euer . D'vaine [** 

hope, O falſe pzeſumption. Let not man beleeue(being vain- . 

ly deceined by erro2)that he is to be revemedfopanypzice/foz 

in Hel there is no redemption, Therefoze ſinners ſhall bee 

gathered together into the lake and ſhalbe ſhutte into pziſon. 

bit in hel. In the which they ſhalbe toꝛmented without bo⸗ 

dies vntil the day of iudgement. And then alter many dayes 

(that is after they art riſen again with their bodies at the lat⸗ 

ter day) they ſhalbe vilted not vnto ſaluatiõ, but foꝛ reuenge. 

Bicauſe after the day of indgement, they ſhall bee the mo2e 

grenouſily puniſhed, But it is ſaid in an other text, J will 


— rp man rode, and their ſins with uripes. O 
is offended with the pꝛedeſtinate temporally 
becatiſe God doth ſcourge enery ſonne whom heloueth . Bp 


which woꝛds that is gathered he will not be angry vntil the 
ende. But with the repꝛobate god is offended eternally, Be · 
cauſe it is mete and right that as the wicked hath vſed fraud 
and diſſimulatid in his enerlaſting: ſo God may vle reuenge 
and puniſhment in his euer laſting alſo. Foz although the 
facultie and power to ſinne doe leaue him, yet doth he not 
leaue will and deſire to ſinne· Foz it is wzitten the pꝛide of 
them that were hatefull, doth alwayes allend. The repꝛobate 0. 
(which are already in diſpaire of foꝛgeueneſſe) ſhall not bee 
humbled, but their malice and hatred ſhalbe growne and in- 
treaſe, as though they would haue him not to bee at all, by 
whom they knowe that they be ſo vnhappely . Thep will 
curſe the higheſt, and blaſpheme the almightie. Complay- 
ning that he is wicked becanſe he hath created them vnto pu⸗ 
niſhment, and is neuer enclined to foꝛgiueneſſe. Oeue ears 
vnto loha in the veuelation ſaying: a great haile 1 — 
16 * Im 


| 
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from heauen vpon men, and men blaſphemed Cod, foz the 
plague of haile becauſe it was exceeding great Do that the wil 
of the damned,althogh he haue loft theffea of his power, hath 


alwayes an intent and affecaton of malice and miſchefe, and 
that of it ſelfe ſhal be a puniſhement in Hel, which was ſinne 


+ offence in the woꝛld. Although peradaenture it is there alſo |: 


a ſinne but not to the deſeruing of puniſhment ; Theretoꝛe yp 
wicked becauſe he ſhall alwayes haue in him ſelfethe gilti- 
neſle of his fin, he (hall likewiſe fle in himſelfe the tozmet 
of his paine,foz that which he himſe lfe did not take away by 
repentance, God did not fozgiue by pat don, Aud ſo it ſerueth 
as a greate point of righteoulnes, to them which are to be iud 
ged, that they neuer lake puniſhment in hel / which neuer wẽ | 
ted will to ſinne and offend in their life time. They would if 
they could haue liued without ende, that they might alſo with 
out ende haue ſinned, Foz they which neuer ceaſe to ſinne 
whiles they line,, do ſhew y they deſire al 

Which of pou{ſaithElay)can dwell with the everlaſting 
Pꝛieſts: Theſ2 men ſhalbe a (moke in my ſat pe, a bur ning 
lier all the day, and by night it ſhall not be quenched. Eut the 
ſmoke thercof (hall aſcend foz cuer, And Ieremue ſaith: will 
geue yon ouer vnto cuerlaſting ſhame and repꝛoch, and vnto 
perpetuall ignominye, which ſhall neuer be taken away W 
obliuion. Then Danicl, they which haue lept(Gaith he) inthe | 
duſt of the earth, ſhall awake, ſome vnto eterna!llife,4 ſome 
vnto repꝛoche which they (hall alwayes abide. Salomon the 
wicked man being once dead, there halbe no hope of him, his 
deſtruction ſhall come vpon him foz an example. And ſodenly 
be ſhalbe riken and ſhall haue no medicine to cure it ; Iobn 
the Apoſtle ſaith alſo: It any man woꝛſhip the beaſt and his 
Image, he ſhall dzinck the wine ol gods wzath , and ſball bes 
tormented with ficr and bzimſtone, andthe ſmoke of his to2- | 
ments ſhall aſcend fo2 euer and euer, Neither ſhall he haue 
relt day no2 night, which hath woꝛſhipped the bealt and his 
Image. The very truth it ſelfe oth confirme allt hele: which 


F 
. 


to liue in un. 
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ſhall repꝛoue the damned ſcntentially in iudgement. hen 

be ſhall ſay , Go you curſed into euerlaſting fier which is pꝛe⸗ Mu, 25 

paredfo2 the Deuill and his Angels, Now if arcozving to _ 

the deuyne opinion, all trpall of truth doth ſtand in the nous  *' 

thes of two oz thꝛæ witneſſes, how much moꝛe ſhall it ſtand 

by theſe teſtimonies of ſo many and ſo notable men. 

Behold therefoze the day of the Loꝛd ſhall come cruell and 

full of indignation, waath and tur, to bꝛing the earth into ſo- ., 1, 

litarineſſe,x to chaſe the ſinners therof out of the ſame. Fo2 3 5c \.. ; * 

ſtars ofthe heauens, e Þ bꝛightnes thereof, wil not geue light ment 

The ſunne wilbeouercaſt with dar cknes at his ryſing, 4 the + 

Mone ſhall not ſhine in her courſe, And 4 will vint euil vpõ 

the earth, 1 J will ſet the iniquitie of the wicked men agninſt 

themſelues. And J will make the pꝛyde of the vnfaitbfull to 

be ſkil,+ wil bzing down the arrogante of the mighty:therfoꝛe 

all the hands ſhalbe weakned and all hartes of men ſhalbe ta 

med and aſtonied. They (hall haue panges aud gripes, x ſhal Sof lion. 

ſtele paine like vnto women with child. Euery man ſhal loke 

agaſt and amaſed on his neighbonr, and the countenances or 

their faces ſhalbe fanned and burnt, That day ſhal be the day 

of wzath, the day ok trouble, the dap of perplexity, the dape 

of calamitie, and the day of miſery, the day of mie and dark 

nes, the day of the clange of the trompet, becauſe the Lo2de 

ſhall make an ende with ſpade , of all them which dwell vpõ 

the ear th. And that ſodaine day ſhall crepe like a ſnare vpon 

the face of the rounde wozld, Foz as a lightning he commeth 

out of the Caſk, and is ſcene into the Weſt . Such ſhalbe the 

comming of the ſonne of man, Foz the day of the Lozdis like 

a thefe, and ſhall come ſtealing in the night. When they ſay 

peace and ſecuritie thenſodaine deſtruction ſhall come vpon 

them, like vnto the paines of a woman in her belly and they Of the tri 

ſhall not eſcape them. bulation 
And there ſhal bappẽ great tribulation befoze this day,ſuch. „bel 

as neuer was from the beginning ol the wo ld to this pzeſent f J t 

noz euer ſhalbe, x but the days were ſhoztened, no lle ſy * iudgmenge. 
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be ſaued. Fo2 nation ſhall riſe againſt nation and kingdome 
againſt kingdome, and greate carthquakes ſhalbee in many 
places, peſtilence, and famines, and terrozs from heauen.and 
many great tokens ſhalbe ſcene, Zhen ſhall be tokens in the 
Sunne, and in the Mone, and in the ſtarres. Running to- 
gether of people fo2 the confuſion of the Sta, and the ſlodes. 
Men wythering vp foz feate and expectation which ſhall hap⸗ 
pen to the whole woztd , There ſhall riſe falſe Chziſtes and 
falſe Pꝛophetes, and they ſhall ſhewe great tokens and won 
ders. So that many {hall be ſeduced into erro2,yea(ifif might 
be)euen the eled. The Apoſtle ſaith , Then ſhall man bere- 
ueled fo2 the ſonne of perdition , Which is againf all and is 
extolled aboue all that is called oz woꝛſhipped as God, Do 
that he ſitteth in the temple of god as if be were God. Whom 
our Lo2d Jeſus ſhall kill with the ſpirit of his mouthe. And 
the Pꝛophete Elias ſhalbe ſent, befoze that the greate daye of 
the Loꝛd ſha | come, Great and hozrible ſhall he be, and ſhall 
conuert the hear ts ofthe fathers vnto their childzen , and the 
barts of the child2# towards their fathers, with whom Enoch 
alſo ſhall come, and they ſhall pzopheſie A thouſand two hun⸗ 
dꝛed and ſixtie dayes, clothed in ſackelothe . And when they 
haue finiſhed their teſtimony the beaſt which ſhall come vp 
out of the deapth, ſhall make warre againft them. And ſhall 
onercome and kill them, and their bodies ſhall ly in the ſtrets 
ol that great Citie which is called Sodom, and Ægipt wher⸗ 
as our Loꝛd was crucified And after tha dapes and a halle 
the ſpirit of life ſhall enter into them. 

Immediatly after the tribulation of thoſe dayes,the ſunne 


C {hc 1205 Halbe darkened, and the Pone ſhall not geue her light, and 


and tokens: 
which hall 
go before, 


the ſtarres ſhall fall from heauen, and the powers of the hea⸗ 
uens ſhalbe moued, and then ſhall appeare the ſigne oz token 
ofthe ſonne of man in heauen. And then all the trybes of the 
earth ſhall bewaile themſelnes as lohn ſaith in the Renela- 
tion The Kings of the earth, the Pzinces andthe Rich men, 


the mighty and al 2 
n 


earth ſhall bewayle and mourne , and they ſhall ſee the ſonne 
ok man comming in a cloude, with great power and maieſty 
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in Canes and Dennes in the mountaines,and ſhall ſay to the 
hilles and to the rockes. Fall vppon vs, and hide vs from the 
face of him which ſitteth vppon the thzone. And from the 

w:ath ofthe Lambe. Bicauſe the great day of their anger is 
comen. And who can abyde it. And he ſhall ſend his Angels A 
with a trompe and a great voice and they ſhall gather toge. 
ther the choſen from the foure winds , and from the height of 1 
the heauens vnto the endes thereof?And the Apoſtle laith:ty‚e 
the £02d himſelfe in the doyce and commaundement of an 
Archangel ſhall come downe from heauen. And then al they 

which are in their graues ſhal heare the voyce of the ſonne of 

God. And ſhall come fozth. The god vnto the reſut redion of R 
lyfe,but the wicked vnto the reſurrection of iudgemtt. Death 
and hell ſhall pe lo fozth their deade which are in them. Be- Apo. 20. 
bold he ſhall come in the cloudes and euer eye ſhall ſe him. 
Pea they which kicked againſt him, and all the tr bes of the 


And the Lozd ſhal come to make reuenge, not one ly with the Luke. e: 
Apoſttes, but alſo with the elders ol theſe people. Mher vpon 

Salomon doth ſap: A noble man is he in his gates when hee pro.; 
ſhall ſit with the Senato2s of the land. Foz they ſhall ſit alſo d. o. 
bpon the ſeatsof the xij. Trybes of 1ſracll,J loked (ſaith Da- vr gp 2 
niell) vntill the thzones were placed. and the eldelt did tte 
downe. Whoſe garment was as white as ſnowe. And the 
hayres of his head as cleane as woll. His thzone was the fler 
of the flame, the whecles thereof, were bzight kindled fire 
allowing and a ſwift running fire did gofo2thfrom his face, 
Lhowſands and Thowſandes did adminiſter vnto him 
And ten times hundrethes of thowſands did aſſiſt him Our 
God ſhall come openly and manifeſtly, our God ſhall come : 


thall not be ſilent: there ſhalbe bzight burning fire in his ſight 
and rounde about him a mightie tempeſt. Be called the hea- 


uen from on high and the earth to indge his people. Then — 
per 


nations ſhalbe gathered together befoze him. He ſhale 


them 


« , 
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them one krom another, as the ſhepebeard doeth ſeperate his 
ſhepe from the goates. An he ſhall place them, the ſherpe on 
the right hand, and the goates on the left hand. 
O how great ſhall the dꝛead and trembling then be 2 and 
Of che bow great ſhalbe the lamentatios 1 wweepings? Foz il the pil 
rr ve lone do tremble t dzead his comming /s the Angels of peace 
:c::coul- Wal wep bitterly, what ſhal ſinners dorif the iuſt ſhal ſcarce 
es of the I be ſauad, where ſhall the wicked & ſinners appeare: Ther⸗ 
ludge. fo:ecrycth the Pzopbet 2D Loꝛde enter not into iudgement 
a with thy leruaunt, fozno man liuing Halbe iuftifiedin thy 
146.3, ſight. Af thou O Loꝛd do regard iniquities, OL od who ſhal 
| abyde it; £92 ho would not feare a Judge y ts moſt migh- 
tie Since no man can fiyefrom him oz eſcape his handes. 
Polt wiſe becauſe na man can hide bunſelfe from him oz de- 
ceiue him. Indmoſt iuſt, ſince no man tan coꝛtupt him . It 
you looke fo2 might x [rengthſhe is moſt Erong + mightie, 
Wiſe in his heart, 1 migbtie in power. Jt vou call fo2 equitie 
in iudgemẽt: no man dare giue teſtimonit ſoʒ me. If A wold 
iuTific my ſell, mine own mouth would condemne mer Jf J 
ſhould (ay that J am innocent, he mil ꝑꝛaue me lewd t falty, 
vea, though J were ſimpte: he ſpake the woꝛdes t they were 
made, he did cõmand t they were created. Which cal leth the 
ſtars, t they ſay here we are. Mhich makethþis Angels ſpi⸗ 
dtits, ⁊ his miniſters, the lame ol fire. Whoſe will nothing at 
Vi. Areclifteth.Unto whom no wozd is impoſſible. Auto whome 
Pal,zs, all kners do bend, both heavenly e earthly, t they that are in 
Eal.1:, hel. Then him no man can flyfrom oz eſcape, as the Pzophet 
ſaith:If Aaſcend vp into heauen thau art ther. And il J go 
down into hel thou art there alſo. Ye ſearcheth the heart and 
the raynes: bnto whoſe eyes all things are made opf.Which 
can number the dꝛops of the rapne, and the lands of the Sea 
Lhe God of knowledge, the Lozd which fozeſeth all thinges 
and is p2iute to all things, the ſearcher of all ſecretes . From 
him no man can lurke as the Apo.ſayth; there is no creature 
vmuſib be in his aght He is a inſt n. ſufs 
ing. 
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fering. Which neither by entreatie, noꝛ byrewards, neither 
ſo; loue noz foꝛ hatred wil declyne ſtom the right wap. But 
going euermoꝛe in the high way doeth lutker none euil to el⸗ 
cape vnpuniſhed, no2 leaueth anye godneſſe vnrewat ded,” 
Theretoꝛe no man can cozrupt him. Accozding to the ſaying 
of the Plalmiſt: thou ſhalt ginevntoeuory one ateoꝛding te 

his deedes. 1481 1:95 01993 907% YO 03701 3321 

Then who wonldnotfeare that examination wherein he Ori 4. 
ſhalbe both the Accuſer, the Aduocate, and the Judge? Foz he vic mdge- 
ſhal accuſe when he ſhal ſap; 2 was hungrie,and ye gaue mo nt. 
not to eat. J was thirſtie, and you gaue me not todzink Be +3: 
ſhall pleade like an aduocate, when he ſhall adde thereuntor 
as long as vou did it not to one of the leaff of thefe, vou did it 
not vnto me, He ſhal iudge when hee ſhall conclude ſaͤying: 
goe from me pon acturſed into euerlaſting fire. There ſhalt - 9 
need no witneſſes in that iudgemont, foz then the hidden plas vlt 0. 0 
tes of the darke ſhalbe made manifeſt. Foz nothing is hidden Danicl.7. 
which hal not bereuealed. ' Thin the'b6okes" dk tonſtience 429 un. 
ſhal be opened. Then Mal the dead be iudged bye thoſe things 
which are wꝛitten in the booke ez thelr woꝛkes do followe 
them. Bow greatly ſhalaners be aſhamed when their moſt 
wicked t abhominable faultes ſhal be apparant and manifeſt 
vnto al men? Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are fo2giuen, Pal. gc 
and whoſe ſinnes are couered. Fo2 he can neuer be reuoked 
oꝛ called backe from that ſentence, Since the father hath gi⸗ 
uen all judgement vnto the ſonne, Which ſhutteth z ns man 
ope neth. Which openeth # no man ſhutteth. Foz the mouth 
of the Loꝛd hath (ſpoken it. 

Then wealth ſhall not pꝛeuaile, honours ſhal make no de⸗ Tut go. 
fence, noꝛ friends can make any interceſſion. Foz it is w2its ching ſhall 
ten? their golde r their ſiluer ſhall not be able to deliuer them prevailetor 
inthe daye of the Lo2des furye. All the Kinces of the earth Ronen 
ſhall weepe and lament, when they all ſee the ſmoke of the 8 
per, thꝛough the heate of their toꝛmentes. Mhat then will 
you doe in the dap of the Lozdes fur. in the day of viſitation 
and 
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and calamity comming fram far of:to whom will you runng 
fo2 helpe?euery man ſhall beare hisowne burthen. The ſoule 
which bath ſinned ſhall die. © ſtreight iudgement: when mx 
thall ye ld accompt, not onely of their deedes, but ofeuery idle 
woꝛde which the y haue ſpoken in the day of iudgement. Che 
debt with the vfury ſhall be demaunded and exaced vnto the 
laſt farthing · Who then can fiye from the wzath and anger 
to come? then the ſonne of man ſdall ſend his Angels, and 
they ſhall gather out ol his kingdom all ſcandalls, and offer 
ces and ſuch as doe wickedly. And they ſhall make them as 
faggottes to burne, and caſt them into the furnace toburne , x 
ſhall caſt them into the furnace of burning fter, whereas lo 
ping and gnaching of teth, howling and complaining, lamẽ⸗ 
tations and tozments , crying and ſhzyching, feare and trib- 
Ling ſhalbe heard, Paine and labour, heate and ſtinche, dark · 
neſſe andperplerity, bitternes nee and calamitie doubtful⸗ 
nelle, fozgetfulneſſe, and confuſion. gripes andpangs, 
ſawze ſoꝛtowes and terro2s, honger and thʒyſt 
colde andfroſt,fier and bꝛimſtone 
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Of theuhge greatneſie and enormitie 
| | of ſinnes. | 


The ſecond part. 
D ts pirreleſſe,, and ne 


— 


man may alter his 


takeout af my hande aꝛ power. Whereuponit followeth,that 
—— — lon. foꝛ ſo much as whatſos cb. i0. 


ener he determined in hinteile, ang becrün le hn bone from 155. 
- the beginning, that no man can let 1 
pbinmlelle be ing holy eglozious, 


ſhall ſtand, 
Pypurpole 


G 
_ — +6 himg 
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faping, Flye from finne as from the ſight ofa Serpent Foz 
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vn(carcheable depth of the diuine iudgementes, and the vn- 
ſpeakeable frailtie 4 defects of our own nature,togither with 
the greatneſle of our laluation: So much the moze humble + 
warie we ſhal haue iuſt cauſe to be, & ſo much the moze fear⸗ 
fully and hedefully we ſhal walke befoꝛe the maieſtie of the 
higheſt God. Fo2 behold, we are ſet in the middeſt of Þ whole 


woꝛlde, that is to ſape on this earth, betwene the heaueniy 


kingdome and the confaſed hettiſh Chaos, And pet after this 
frayle and tranſitoꝛie life, we do not certainly knowe that at 
the length we ſhalbe led either to the eternall felicitic of hea⸗ 
uen, oz els to the perpetuall tozmentes ok hell. Oh that the 
toung of oor harts would taſte this iel ſame moꝛſel as it de 
ſcrueth to be taſted: Foꝝ then think we ſhould neuer looſe» 
ly be aigen ouer vntoruaine plealure und delights, we ſhould 
not ſpend dur tinie laughing. ſpozting oꝛ playing, but in wer 
ping and repentance. Do as we might truely confeſſe with 
lob: That wee haue alwapes feared Gdd as the ſwellinge 
wanes which mould ouerwhelme vs. Being induced theres 
vnto v the diepe cuntemplation ot the Platmiſt faying: 
Come and behotdthe wo mes of Gun which is torttble in his 


vecktes poli the ſonnes dt men. Ann Paul ſayth : O pꝛoſound 


depth of ther trraſute o6Govs knowtepgeahd wiſedom, how 


intompꝛehenllble are his indgements e and how vnſesrchea⸗ 


bit art hin wapes : de is the onde that umightie ung, in 
whole power and donilnion all things are constitute Who 
onely is petrelelle . that his being doth infinitely eutel the 
being of any thingthatis created, as that (in'reſpcathercof) 
all other things ſeeme ( as it were)to haue no being at all. 
Furthermoze ſince we are beſet in ſo great danger, what res 
maineth faz vs to doe, oz what remedie ts pzofered vnto vs, 
bat euen that weeeſchue and auopde with a moſte vigtlant 
minde thoſc things whereby God lo dꝛeadtuli) is offended; 
aud whereby ſuch paines of inflaite damnation axe pꝛocured⸗ 
(which are ſinnes ) euen as the ſcripture doeth admonich vs 


nane 


— 
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none aduerſitie ſhalbe hurtfull vnto ther, ik none iniguitie get . , 
the over hande of the , 'Wherefoze a pong man of ſingular Gregor, 
capacitie,and my deareſt (of all deare) bꝛother, to the ene 
that we may moze warely hereafter eſchue and auoyd ſinne. 
'  Fintendfirſt (by Gods helpe to watte fo2 the ſtirring vp and 
inltlaming ok dur ſoule. Df the enozmities, great miſchiefes 
and hurtes that come by ſinne. That the vileneſle and filthi- 
neſle ot ſinne being perfectly vnderſtode and perte yued, yon 
may at the length flye from vpco with ſo great diligence that 
you may as wel deſerue to be pꝛeuented and adoꝛned by your 
| rreatdz with giftes of grace; as you are alreadie by him _ 
med and e ww x of nature, 


| ' 
T” n = T 


bat onely inne cauſeth 2 reaſoimble creatute to be don 
. pleaſant,deſpiſableand odious vnto God. | 


_ 5 9 e. 1 e mm Fes i 1: F 


Ay n as there is nothing erer dn 
Itbanto pleaſe God, and to be (of him) beloued, 
AA eſteemed, o2 honoured: So is there nothing 

woꝛſe, moꝛe deteſfable oz moze terrible, then / 
to diſpleaſe him, and to be ol him) deſpiſed e 
hated, In like maner, as vertues and the ac- 
tions of the ſame, doe make vs pleaſing, honourable, and 
welbeloued vnto the true GOD: $0 vicious qualities 
and ſinnes, doe make vs vnto God diſplealing, contemptu⸗ 
ous and hatefull . Foz he the almightie creatoꝛ ofthe vni- 
azrfall woꝛlide, although he loue all things as tonching that 
they haue of him, that is to ſare, as touch ing their being 
which he doth vncelſſantly conſerue in his kynd: actcoꝛding to 
the ſaying ofthe wiſe man: Thou loueſt{DLo2d) alt things 5p 2. 
that are, and thou hateſt nothing of thoſe which thou haſte 
made : yet neuertheleſle he hateth ſundꝛ ye reaſonable ccea⸗ 


turts, as touthing that which they reteyne and are of their 
x E. ij. one 
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ownefree will. That is fo ſay, as touching iniquitie etheir 

tranſgreſſions as the ſcripture ſapeth: The wicked and his 

Song. wickedneſſe are hateſul vntoGod.Audagaine, thou haſt ha- 

ted all them that wozke iniquitie, and thou ſhalt deſtroy all 

them which ſpeake leaſings a that he deſpiſeth them, hee wit⸗ 

»/,1..3, necſleth(aying:Thou haſt deſpiſed al them that went a ſtray 
from thy righteouſnefſe, ſince their thonghtes were wicked. 

Andagaine , he that dwelleth in the heavens ſhall laugh at 

them, and the Lo2d ſhall laugh them to ſkoꝛne. Then ſhall 

he ſpeake vnto theminhis wzath , and in his furie ſhall hs 

vere and trouble them: pea euen this thing happeneth by the 

molt iuſt iudgement of God. That they whichcontempne x 

diſhonour God, which is aboue all things to be exalted , and 

to be thought woꝛthieſt of al wozthies , pzeferring their own 

will befoze his diuine pleaſure : ſhould be deſpiſed and ouer⸗ 

thzowen, by him as hee himlelfe pꝛoteſteth ſaying : whoſo- 

euer glozifieth me, J wil glozifie him. But they which deſpiſe 

me, ſhal be vnable. Such are all the wicked and peruerſe, 

which haue no care to heare the woꝛde of God, 8 — 

the fulfilling thereof, when they haue heard it. Of whome 

the euerlaſting + vncreated wiſedome ſayeth:becanſe J haue 

called,and pau haue helde backe, diſpiſing all my counſels, x 

neglecting myrebukes, Jalſo wil laugh at your deſtruction, 

and willſko2ne you when that is happened vnto yon, which 

vou moſte feared. 1Beholde(my welbeloued) by theſe wozps 

the madneſſe of them is rep2zooued , which linger their cons 

uerſton , and inthe ende of their life (the verie inſtant of | 

death creeping now vpon them) doe determine to make con- 

feſſion of their life and to amend themſelues. And yet neuer 

marking how hozrible the eternal God 4 moſt high Judge 

doeth thzeaten and affirme that hee will ſkoꝛne and laugh 

at ſuch men at the tyme-of their death. Finallye , as Iob 

lob: Cayeth: The wicked are pꝛeſerued vntill the daye of deſtru⸗ 

dton, and they ſhall bee ledde vnto the daye ol reuenge, and 

ſhall dzinke ol the furie of the almightie. Wherefoze if thou 

deſire 
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deſire to pleaſe God, it thou feare fo be (of him) deſpyſed and 


bated,declyne from euil,flyfinne,deteſt vice, and inteſſantly 
feare to diſpleaſe the high Judge, Who bath: power to caſt 
both bodye acid ſoule into hell fyex . Conſider-bow.and how 
much the childzen of this wozld , and the ſeruaunts of Pꝛin 
ces go about to pleaſe their maſters. Pow they dead to bee 


deſpiled. What great paines they take to obtaine a voluble 5. 10. 


and wozloly pzaiſe. Wherefoze if thou deſire to be accounted 
amongeſt the ſonnes of God,bluſh then and be aſhamed that 
thou ſhouldeſt leſſe indeuour topleaſe God, and to be honou⸗ 
red and loued of him, then they ſtudie to attaine mans fauoz. 
And finallp, like as ol the humanitie and pleaſantneſls wher- 
with thou art naturally endued; thou deeſt decently aud ma⸗ 
nerly behaue thy (elfe befoze men: do much the moꝛe bebaue 
thy lelle reuercntly and oꝛderly befoze God inwardly, oz ras 
ther both inwardly andoutwarvly. Foz it when thou haſt to 
ſpeake with any wozthie perſonage, thou commeſt teuerent⸗ 
ly vnto him: putteſt off thy cap. and doeſt hedely beware 
what thou ſpeakeſt: and when thou ſhouldeſt talke with God 
by pꝛaper, oz by ſaying Pſalmes,. then thou commeſt with- 
out reucrence and pzonouncing without any regarde , doeſt 
thou not then ouer lightly eſteem the maieſtie of the almigh- 
tie God, and makeſt him inferio2 vnto a moztall man and a 


fozebencefo2th befoze thou goe to pꝛaper and diuine laudes, 
pꝛepare thy ſelfe vnto devotion; Yea,'/humble both thy bodie 
and thy ſoule vnto God on high which is moſt bleed x hap⸗ 
pie, alſo bzydle thy antwarde ſences and eſpeciallp thy ſight, 
in the time of diuine ſeruice And ſhewe thy ſelte an example 
befo:eothers with in ward humility, and without any maner 
of hipocr iſie oꝛ inconſtancie, to the glozifping of God, and tie 
edifping of thy netghbour , Nowe further moze, if any man 
would aſke why ſinnes do make a reaſonable creature ſo diſ⸗ 
pleaſing vnto God, yea ſo deſpiſed and odious: It is to be an- 

E. iii. ſwered:; 


ſinner? God fo2bid that thou ſhouldeſt vie ſuch leudneſſe, fo _ , . 
great iniquities, and ſo excteding great peruerſncfſe. Theres Peel 


. 
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ſwered: that even as ſimilltude and likeneſſe is accounted the 
. — reaſon that moneth vnitie, ſo diſimilt- 
tude 02 vnltkeneſle is affirmed to be the canſe of hate, ſepera⸗ 
tion and dildaine. Foz euerp thing that is created; hath as 
much of the diuine bountis and imilitude as it hath ofthe el⸗ 
ſential cauſe op being. And there loʒe ſince that ſinne ( as tou · 
thing his deriuation) is altogether nothing but rupne and de- 
lea of his eſſential being, a defo:mitie of action , and as the 
withdꝛawing of the minde created from the trus goodneſſe 
of the'creatoz , itſheweth'that it no manner of 
umilitude 0; likelihov.with God the creatoz, but a moſte ap⸗ 
parant valikelineſſe. And therefoze it maketh the mind crea⸗ 
ted to become odious diſpleaſing,and deſpyſed vnto God, yea 
ſo much thomoze as it hath berne polluted with unne. 


Thar all the moral doctrine of the holy ſcriptures is 
ordcined after a ſort for theapot- 
ding of ine. 


J 2 


Artic." 2. 


e A poſtle Iohn in his firſt Epiltle ſayeth; 
That I wzite vato you, that you doe not ſin, 
And Eſay ſapeth : this is all our frute, that ſin 
may be taken from vs. {Thereby it appeareth 
4 - that the putenelle and froedome from ſinne is 
(as it were) the ende and ſcope of all the docu⸗ 
3 — in holy ſcriptures. Further in the holy 
ſcriptures are raheat ſed puniſhments ta be executed vpon the 

wicked, and ioyes pzeparedfoz the inſt - That as wol by the 
tertoꝛ of puniſhment; as by the loue of thoſe ioyes we might 

be induced to eſchue and hate ſinne. Alſo there are (etvowne 

two (as it were)entyer partes of righteouſneſſe. That is to 

belag. lav, departute from finne, and actuall comming 02 painfull 
3% entrance bnto-vertne, the Plalmiſt ſapeth: Declyne — 
euil 


„lob. 2. 
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enlll and doe god. Foz firſt it is expedient ta fiye from inues 
and vyces And then nerte to exertiſe wozkes af vertar. But 
theſe two things dos often tymes include! themſetues one 
with an other, foz there are two maner ot prerepts in the de - 
uine tawe. That is to ſap: affirmative and nogatiue, Nowe 
[the affirmattne doe bynde al wayes; but notat al times. ds 
when it is ſaid ixDeurernnorttie)wohip Guan aneipe and Pr ut 4. 
honoz thy parents. Foz bnto theſe things we are alwayes 
bounden. But we are not bound to accompliſh thomgitually 
at all times. But the foz tuer 
and at all times. As when it is ſaid in Exodus: thou ſhalt not Lx. 20. 


kill, thou ſhalt not ſteale, fozthefs pzeceptes doe commannds 
that we ſhould not doe euill, but to — and fiye from ſin, 


Llbereunto we are bounden at all f cs; Am —.— 

Cince pthc nogatine kind of ppreptes, we econ 

ta auopde ſinne(and pet we can not vniue am chntit - 

allyawpve ng. vuleſe we die tune i; *ds en accoz- 

ding as we are commaunded by t nts ere 9 

kberefo;tintbepaerepts of auoytingande in fre 2 
0 


pzecept of well doing is alſo included! ,[- 
popntes — — 
And yet to ſpeake abſolutely, the bieſled viſion of God in the 
beauen!y habitation is the full ende ofefchuingof-finne and 

o? doing well. Furthermoze ſints wee are pꝛone and readye 

to euilb things, and verpe batkwar te and fraile, oz rather 

ſlowe and defective to gadnefſe;, actoꝛding to that ſaying in Ges. s. 
Geneſis: The ſences and thoughtes ut maus harte are pꝛone 
vnto euill euen from their vouthe, thereſoze wee haue no 
ſmall nerde ot᷑ naily and often warning to auopde ſinnes, leaſt 
lte fall thereintd byfoznetfalneſe;; lake of fozeſight , oꝛ by 
kalle ſuggeſtion, 02 any othet kynde ol meane. Mherefoꝛe 
the Apoſtie wꝛiteth to the Hebrew es, Saying : Ex hate and 
incourage pour ſetues enery daye, that none of you bœ har⸗ 
de ned by the dete iptfulneſle of lunes cu and this kynde ot 


cor wan is vterye neceſſaryefo) beginners ,'and ſuch as 
E ilih 3 
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— rome 909 ot: 4 xm tuery man, as he fin- 
deth the moze occaſions, inclination, oꝛ pꝛocliuitie vnta ſin, 
Wherevpon J dor affirme that it is mote neceſlarie faz this 
m moſt louing bzother) becauſe thou art daily tonuetſant 
in the middeſt of woꝛldly per ſonages, amongeſt whome in⸗ 
nomttable occaſions 6 ſuares of ſinnes are offered ther. From = 
| 3 n take 

ain 1 Ne 
That the and ennie en 


00 2 neee ſixe points. 
vs TEM? en, p12 301 ; | 


3 . Tensiden ſire ſpecial notes | 
e, BL (NE) tow huge, how deteNable , howiilthie t 
5:3, 


Cine JEN [ESL vole inne ts. Kunde chiefety) on Govs 
cal mortall = S behalte, who by inne is diſhonoured x 
lone. IF? offended. Foz howe much the higher his 
2 mateſtie is, and howe much the greater 
2 D is his holine lle, ſa much greater enozmi- 
ne it — to diſobey him, ano to diſho- 
nour him. Therefoze the Plalmiſt ſapeth : Curſed be they 
which declyne from thy commaundementes. And againe : 
thole which eſtrange themſelues from thee ſhall periſh. #02 
thou haſt ouerthꝛowne all which goe a whozing from thee. 
Then ſince God ts eternall and one ly to behonoured, of a 
wondecfall great maieſtie, and an infinite halineſſe, equitie 
and perfection, therfoze all ſinne which is committed againſt 
him and his commaundements doeth carrie with it (by a cer» 
taine kinde of meant) an infinite grenouſmeſſe and enozm(- 
tie, whereupon our Lode ſpeaketh unto the wicked ſaping: 
Moe be vnto them becauſe they haue gone from mes. Thep 
{tall be deſtroped becauſe they haue vſed colluſton againt 
mee . And leremie ſapeth: knowe and ſ that it is bitter | 
Che, imd cuil ſoz the to haue left the Lozve thy God, and that his 


keare 


Dal. 118.27. 


nous is the finne. 


feare is not with ther. Foꝛ in deede ſince Ood is theſower and 
' fountaine of all health, and the oziginall cauſe of all nobjlity 


pppon as the loue of God is the higheſt vertue ſo to hate God 
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and pleaſant ſwetgneſle , it is certaine that a minde cri ated 


(bering once alyenated from him) is diſpoyled of the true blel 
ſednes, depzpued of the liuely and fre nobilitie, and lefte na- 


ked from all ſincere ſweteneſſe . And therefoze becommeth 
ignoble, miſerable, bitter, and vnpleaſant, and in very derde 
molt wzetched and poze, as one that is deſtitute of all aboun- 
dance of the ſpirituall graces. Yereupon is ſaid to the impeni⸗ 
tent inner: doeſt thou not knowe that thou art a-miſer able 
wzetch, poze, blynde, and naked? 

Secondarily, ſinne is noted by the qualitye of the finner. 
Sinnes are made ſo much the huger, and greater, the moꝛe 
that he is bounde vnto equitte, and the moꝛe 02 greater bene 
fittes that he bath receaued of God, yea the moe learned 02 
a ble that he was to haue done well. 
| Thirdly it is weighedandnoted in the qualitie of the mat 
ter whereabouts the ſinne is committed, as the ſinne is moze 
greeuous which is done againſt a mans perſon, then againſt 
bis ſubſtaunce . But thoſe Cinnes are moſt gretuous which are 
directly committed againſt God. As blaſphemye, infidelitye, 
oz deſperation, 

Fourthly by meanes of the ende which the ſinner tendeth 
ko, foz the woꝛſe that the ſinner his intent is, the moze gree⸗ 


Fyftly, by the cit cumſtances, that is to ſap, of the tyme 
and 

— the very defozmitie of the nne if ſelle, accoz- 
ding to it ſelf, and by reaſon of it ſelfe. The which is alwaics 
fo much the greater, and moze loathſome. as the vertue is the 
gallenter and moze wozthy which is contrary vnto it-Wther 


is the greateſt inne. So that on all ſides, and in altreſpecs, 


| thevylenelk, filthineſſe and enozmity of ſinne is multiplyed 
and increaſed. And therefoze holye Gregory ſapeth: If wee 


knews 


22 
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Knew in what manner our ſoule is wounded and doth fetter 
by every leaſt ſinne oz fault, we woulde ſarcly (vnto death) 


reſiſt ſinne.And againe, a ſtinking dogg is moꝛe tollerablg 
(layeth he) vnto mans ſmell, than a ſinfull ſoule vato Gad. 
Go to then(my dearely be loued) if we feare o2 be vnwilling 
to be, and to appeare,vyle,filthie,deteſfable, and ignoble be | 
foze the holy and moſt wozthic maieſtie of God, It we ab⸗ 
hozre that the countenance of our creato2 ſhoulde bet turues 
from vs, let vs then auopde ſinne with all carefulneſſe and 
pare affection. Fozaſmuch as no defo2mitie, no hurt, no blot, 
can ſo much defyle infect, oꝛ diſozder mans bodye, and make 
it ſeme ſo deteſtable and diſfigured in mens eyes, as the rea- 
ſonable ſoule is with euery moztall inne blemiſhed , made 
byle,infected, and made filthie and deteſtablebefoze the ſight 
of the dinine maieſtie and of his holy Angels, Ko: it is made 
like to the veric dinel himſelfe, and being turned from the 


fonntaine of light, it ts filled with the darke cloudes of loth- 
What Sinne is. 
* tic. 4. 
| Nn the witneſe of holy Ambꝛoſe ſin is a bꝛea. 
* king oz intringing ol the diuine lawes and a 


# diſobedience to the heauenly cõmandemẽts, 
J > Likewiſe accozding to Auguſtine , linne is 
auth be to cleaue vnto changeable things, 
Lan: and todeſpyſe the bnchangecablegoodneſle, 
And againe:finne{(Caith he) is a will and deſire to retaine pz 
to get that which righteouſneſſe doth foꝛbid. Sa that ſinne is 
the tranſgreſſion ot ide diuine wil,+ commaundementes, as 
to do that which Gad fo2biddeth , oz to omit that which bee 
comaundeth. Whereupon it followeth that it is ſin to ſpeak, 
to thinke, tu deſir e, oꝛ to do againſt the la wes diuine No 
there are two things to be conũdered in nne. That 


n a 


w GTM 
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thoalde be ſubied to the ſaper(0z : that the effect may bee con- 
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Chat one is as it were)fozmal,that is to ſap, the auerting 


and turning of the minde fcom the high and vnchangeable 


goodneſſe, which is pzincipall oz capitall ſiane. 
That other is(as it were ) materiall, That is the conuer⸗ 
ſion of the mynde to a goodneſſe created. Yerevpon two 


eail thinges there are alſo caꝛeſpondent vato nne. Foz as 
touching the lo: mall poynt, the papne of the loſe 02 damage 
is coꝛreſpondent vnto it: which is extreame milerie and lack 


of the 'heauenly fraition . But as touching the mater iall 


poynt of inne, the payne of the ſences doeh therevnto coz- 


reſponde, That is to (aye , the ſencible paynes of bell, 
which are the puniſhments of eternall fyze, Dionyce bzief- 
ly deſineth ſinne, to bee a going backe from ozder, that is to 
ſave, from that conuenient and due eſtate wherevnto the 
mynde created, ought to cleaue faſt and bee ſubiea vnto the 
creatoz. Foz that doeth right oꝛder require, that the inter ioꝛ 


uerted vnto the cauſe thereof , That the creature of vnder⸗ 
ſtanding map bende it ſelfe vato his creatoz, as vatoa be 
ginning that maketh it blelled. And all this is ſubuerted by 
ſinne: foz by it the minde created, rebelleth againſt his crea- 
toꝛ. And doeth as it were) turne his backe againſt his crea⸗ 
toꝛs face ; neyther doeth it indeuour itſelfe accozding to his 
counſell, but truſteth in his owne ſtrength. 
Farthermoze, it is ſinne to pzefgrro a mans will befoze 
the wil of God, x not fo bzydle and reſtrapne a mans one li⸗ 
bectie actoꝛding to the terraur of the diuine lawe, Wherupon 
in all ſinne, the ſinuer-doth pzopound vnto himſelfe an end in 
ſome fraple and created godnes: vnto the which he is inoꝛdi⸗ 
nately affected, and doeth vicioully cleaue vnto it: : yea, mozc 
than vnto God, becaaſe it is againſt his will and oꝛdinance. 
This doeth truely and directly repugne vnto the divine cha⸗ 
ritie , becauſe wee onght to loue G O D aboue all thiages, 
and to bee confozmed and effected lyke bnto him, and te 


claaue fat vnto him , Andiykewiſg vnto righleoulneſſe: 
becauſe: 
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becauſe w are bounden aboue all things to obey the devine | 
p:ecepts. And therefo2e acco2ding to the doctours, whatſoe- 


uer doeth directly repugne vato charitie , (by the which God 
and our neighbour is loued) yea, 0z bnto righteouſneſſe is in 
bis kinde'moztall ſinne. 

And ſo ſinne is a contempt of the diaine bountie, an in- 
iurie to the diuine maieſtie, an offence to the dinine holinefſe, 
a rebellion againſt the dinine will, a foꝛſaking of the diuine 
wiſedome, an ingratitude foz heauenly benefites . A fulfil- 
ling of frowardneſſe , and ſelfe will, a ſeducing of reaſon, an 
infection of the ſoule, a wounding of the fozces thereof, a fil- 
thineſſe of mynde, a murdering of grace, a rauiſhing of cha- 
ritie, a ſnare of death, a way to damnation , a gate of hell, a 
nett of the diuell, an imitation of wicked ſpirites,Deteſting 
of Angels, an erceding mallice, a right croskednes, a won⸗ 
derfull defoꝛmitie, a moſt filtbie kynde of monſter , a moſte 
cruell wylde beaſt, and a lamentable per petuall loſſe of that 
true felicitie, | 

To conclude , ſinne is that which moſte dilpleaſeth God, 
molt pleaſeth the diuel,+ is moſte hurt full vnto mans heart, 
Beholde nowe thou ſerſt ( my welbeloued) howe much ſinne 
is to be hated,eſchued and deteſted. Yea moze than any of vs 
can compꝛehende 0; expꝛeſſe, it is to be hated and highly to 
be auopded. Wherefozellet vs inceſſantly arme dur ſelues 


ſtoutly to fight againſt this enill : againſt this ſo miſcheuous 
an enimie, and ſo deadly and moꝛtall foe. Out weapons are 
none other then the vertues themlelues . And our combates | 
are tuen the actions of vertue,eſpecially the laude and pꝛay⸗ 


ling of God. And pzayer (as itis waitten ) J will laude and 
call vpon the Loꝛde: and I ſhalbe ſafe from mine enimies. 
Alſo the diligent watch and cuſtodie of the heart, is to tonſi⸗ 
der the continnall dinine pzeſence. To humble our ſetues in 


all things, and to hope in God with all our heart, and cuer 


fo fearg him 


Of 


* 
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|  Oftheenormitie of Gnne as touching ; thedminebountic 
before which the ſinner (b yfnning) doth 
preferre a frayle and hat geable 

ape thing: 


[2 v4 Ane 5. 

Ioniſius doth teach in the fourth Chapit 
diuine titles 02 names. God his 
goodneſſe (doubtleſſe) pure perfea, and it 
finite. And further moze the nature of the 
firſt being cannot in him be diminithed , as 
Thomas doth eloquently bꝛing in, in conclu- 
ſion againſt the Gentiles. And therefoze whatſoener pertay- HY 
neth to the fulneſſe wozthineſſe moſt chiefely to bee wiſhed 4 
| after, deſired,oz theexcellencie of godneſſe, the lame agreeth 1 
vntao the diuine oz vncreated bountie oz vertue, with ſingu- 16 

lar perfection 4 moze than moſt excetlent excellencie. Where- 0 
vpon it followeth that the eternall and moſt delightfull God 7101 
is the chiefe, moſt excellent, and incomparable goodnelle, In 
whom is the moſt incompꝛehenſible and vnſearchable ful- 
neſſe not able to be diſcribed All god, all faire, and all de- 
ſireable goodneſle , in compariſon of whoſe godneſſe , amia- 
bleneſſe, bleffedneſſe, and wozthinelle to be loued and deſired, 
all thinges that euer were created, do btterly faile by infinite 
wayes oꝛ meanes. Then ſince goodneſle of God is ſuch and 
ſo great. is it not a moſt vareaſonable thing, and a point of 
extreme follie and mavneſſe to pꝛeferre befoʒe him any god- 
neſſe oz any thinge created, beeing of it ſelfe both variable, 
fraile; and momentarie. To loue, ſeke, deſire, honour, 03 
woꝛſhippe it, moze then that which is a creatoꝛ, cauſe , and 
paterne of all godneſſe? But as J haue ſapde in ſinne , this 
treated godneſſe which is chaungeable , depending of an o⸗ 

ther, and needie, is pꝛekerred befoze the diuine vnmeaſurable 


gudneſſe, which dependeth on nothing, and is ſimply * 


er 
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of it ſelf, by a final cleauing to, 4a greater affection, i mo20 
ſtout conuerſion of the mynd which we beare vnto this crea- 
ted godneſle, Lherefoze in this reſpec the eno2mitie of ſinne 
is great ſurely t almoſt vnſpeakable, and the ſinner himlelfe 
doeth offer an inerplicable diſhonour and iniur ie to the moſt 
god, moſt amiable, + moſt deſirable Gad, Uhoſe godnes in 
the meane while he ſetteth light, deſpiſeth = abiegeth to the 
end he may p2eferre befoze it mol vaine, earthlp, fr ayle, and 
woꝛldly good things. And therefoze do nowconſider depely 
x wiſcly (my welbelouedb2other' e regard how vaine, howe 
-froward,filthie,vyle,+ foliſh, their mynds be which do ſpend 
their time tn vices, gluttonte, tryot. Becauſe they pꝛeferre 
lone mo2e,+ honour moꝛe, the carnallnouriſhments,yea and 
this fleſh which ere long (hall dye,putrifie,ſtincke,and be in⸗ 
wardly repleniſhed with filthineſſe, befoze that moſt cleane c 
molt infinite bountie and diuinitie of their creata . 

In like maner theſe couetous men are to be counted vn⸗ 
bappie vile. vayne, t molt foliſh . Who befoze God do pꝛe⸗ 
ferre ſfluer and gold (a white and reddiſh kind of earth) which 
are but certaine deceitfull mettalls. Other do make like eſs 
timation, ot houſes, lands, other earthly riches which do ra⸗ 
ther hinder then further mans health & ſaluation befo2e the 
moſt aboundant and plentifullfountaine of all goodneſſe: yea 
euen befoze the higheſt firft true 4 only God: being that gods 
neſſe only which is to be eſteemed and adozed, who is always 
ſtoꝛed with infinite treaſures and riches. In like maner the 
pꝛoud men and ſuch as are ambitions of woꝛlolꝑ honour, and 
moſt deſirous of this tranſitoꝛie glozie, are vaine.ſenceleſſe, x 
in moſt miſerable eſtate, who are not afrayd to pzeferre their 
owne p2aiſe, woꝛſhip, and gloꝛie befoze the honour, pꝛaiſe, # 
glozte , of the high and bleed God , Who will deſire that 
which belongeth and is due to the onely, holpe, higheſt, + im⸗ 
moztall God, to be attributed vnto themſelues, being moſte 
vicious and readie to die themſelues they wot not how ſone, 
Chercby they are thæues x robbers of the heauenlp honour. 


Dea, 


Wr 
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Pea,ſpoylers and robbers of God his glozie, and moſt woꝛ⸗ 
thieofconfaſion and eternal danination. Wherfoze (my wel- 
beloned)let thy hart be hereby caermoze conuerted towards 

that eternall diuine and unmeaſurable govneſſe. Deſire his 
honour and glozie continually, Loue, wo2ſhip, 4 honour him 

abouc all things. And vouchſafe not to regarve, to loue, oꝛ to 

cntoy any earthly, fraile oz wozloly things which is againlt 

his honour, loue,o2 reuerece. That thou mayſt tructy 4 woz- 

thily ſing with the Pſalmiſt : Shall not my ſoule be ſubicct 

vato Gad: fo2 my health andſaluation.commeth from him, **' © 
be is my Gov, my health, aud my deſendoꝛ: Sa that from 
bencefo2th 3 wil not be moued. And as the Pialmiſt ſayeth 
againeinthe ſame place: In Cod is my glozie and my ſalua⸗ 

tion. Me is the God of my helpe and my hope is in him In 

bim thou mayſ finde all gaodneſſe moſt abundantly. Il ton 
deſire might and pawer he is almightie. Af thou (&ke wile⸗ 

dome, his wiſenom is vnſearchable. Af thou require beautie, 

his beautie is without pre. At᷑ thou cauet deligbts and plea⸗ 

fare, all delight am pleaſure are in his right hande vntill the 

latter day : It thau wiſh fo2 either honour, pꝛaiſe, oa glozie, he 

doth glozifiethoſe which clo2ific him, fo2 euer. To conclude, 

he loueth thole that loue him he heareth thoſe that feare him, 

and heſaueth them that haue in him. B2iefely ſinue is altos 
-githerrepugnantvnto dinine charitis, and doeth take awaye 

the ſeruent heat and perfection thergof > Therefo)e leaſt the 

woꝛd of God, Gould be diminiſhed da ware cold towards vs: 

Let vs (aa nuit as we may) eſchue, bewayle , and amende 

dur ſiunes, ta the end that ſo wer may. be made the moꝛe fer 

uent dailpin the hal lane of the heauendy dininitie. But euen 
as byte pꝛemiſles wwe ſd that ſiune is tonumitted by clea- 
ning inne untu the creature, than vnto the crea io. So do we 
iucutte and light intu ſiune by inoꝛdinate affection vnto the 
thing9:createn yea, although they be about God, 0; per tax 
ning vnto him. | 23:0 Enz B d if 
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it is read: The Loꝛd is our Judge, the oꝛde is our lawma- 
is ol an intompatable height, and of amaieſtie vndiſct ibails, 
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Of the enormitie of ſinne as touching the diuine 
maicitic and authoxitie which is diſho- 
noured by ſinne. 


Arti. 6. | 

8 be moꝛe high in anthozitie , great in dignitie | 
0 DT | and pꝛeheminent in maieſtie that he is againſt 
WA whom we doe ſinne: lo much the moze gre- 

— if any man doe offende a Pꝛzince, it is moze 
— he treſpaſſed againſt a pwze peſant. Since 
God therefoze (againſt whoſe lawes and againſt whome all 
deadly ſinne is committed) is altogether of an infinitema- 
ie ſtie, ot an incomparable dignitie and of moſt high autho- 
ritie, it is enident that ſinne being committed againſt ſuch 
a perſon in that reſpeſt is (by a cerfaine kinde of meane) of 
infinite enozmitte, and beponde all compariſon moze gree- 
nous then any offence cdfnitted againſt aſimple creature. A- 
gaine the greater 0z the higher that the maiſter oz lawginer 
is, ſo much the moze enozmious oz huger the fault is accomp⸗ 
ted, not to obey his commaundementes, oz to neglect his 
pꝛecepts. Since then our maiſter and lawmaker is the God 
of Gods, theLozve of Lozdes; the King of Ringes, and the 
Pꝛince of all Pꝛinces, vnta whom (as it is wzitten):therg is 
none of the lawegtuers:that may be tompared, and of whom 


ker, and the Loꝛd is our King: It is moft certaine that as he 


ſo not to obey his pꝛetepts, to ſet light by them, to dillemble 
them, oz to neglect them, it is an incomparabloand (in n 
manner) huge frowardneſſe and wickedneſſe , J ib it be 
greeuous and thought to bee wicked „ not to ahey, reverence, 
and gine honour vnto a car nall, moztall, and ſinnefull father: 
is it not moſt wicked not to obey; to bowgh, fo crouch, and to 


igue 
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gine honour vnto the ſpirituall father, the-eternall cre ato: 
the holy, the almightie, and immoꝛtall God. Foz be 18s that 
great Lo2de aboue all things ta be pꝛatiſed. M hoſe greatnes 


that is to ſap: in perfection, dignitie and glozie, bath none 141.14 


ende. Whome even Porpheric that great ſcholter of Plato 
doeth call the King and father of Pads. Whome. cuen the 
beauenly powers dos dzcad,feare.and obey; The which ſay⸗ 
ing of Porpherie , Auguſtine in his booke de ciuitate Dei 
doeth often rehearſe. To conclude, fince the lawe of the Gee = 
ſpel, is foo2th with giuen vs yꝛopounded and commaunded by 
the onely begotten ſonne of Cod himſe lfe, being in al reſpects 
true Gay, Ta is. mol certaivethot-the Game is moſt viligent- 
ly to be obſerned . So that it is much moze greeuons to alter 
9; diſſemble the ſame then it had beene in times paſt to tran(- 
grelle the lawes of Moſes, which were pꝛopounded vntolthe 
people of Goo; by the mediation of Moles and the. Angell. 

Hereupon the Apoſtle vnto the Hebrewes ſapeth: whoſocucr 
tranſgreſſed Moſes lawe (being founde giltie by two oꝛ thx 
witneſſes) dycd, without anypardan, And how much grea- 
ter puniſhment(ſayeth he) doe you thinke that they deſerue 
which (purne againſt the ſonne of God, and holdeth the bloud 
of his te ſtament to be defpled , — — 
nelle againſt p ſpir ite of grace-Farthermoze, after bis hol 
ſupper, Chziſt (being nolwe ntere unto his Paſſion) tuen in 
the lame night that he was hetrayed, layde amongeſt other 


lohn. 74. 


things vnta his Apaſt les: I A had not come no: ſpoken vn / %, 


to them they had nat ſinned . Since then Chꝛiſt our Lo2de, 
Ring and Peſſias is come, and in his pwne pꝛoper perſon 
did ſpeake voto gur Fathers, and unto vs hy them, let vs en- 
denour in al things to obey bim. ſoꝛ other iuiſe our finnes wil 
be wonderful great and huge Put andalas mhercfoze do wee 
neglea them ? wherefoze are wee oppzeſſed in our (wngith 
bodyes? oꝛ wherefoꝛe do we languiſh and pyne awaye in the 
dead lleepe of innes : Theſe things(my meibeloued / conſis 


der depelꝑ: Me them * Beholde chem 
nd 


no -Theſhameof ſane. 


And to be aſtomen at the diſpleaſure of that moſt highly eral» 
tedruler of all things. Eſchue and auoyde bis diſhonoz, and 
kepe his commanndements. Foz he it is vnto whom (as the 
ſcriptures witneſie ) the holy armie of heauen is aiſfaunt 
with reuerent feare . Mhoſe anger no man is able to indure. 
Vy whom they bowe which bear vp the wozld. And at whoſe 
becke the pillet s of heauen doe tremble and are afraped. oz 
behold the heauen and the firmaments of heauens, the deepes 
and all the rarth with all that in them is, ſhall bee moued at 
the ſighte of God. And pet the madde ſenſeleſſe harte ol man 
doth not feare noꝛ dꝛeadeth not his diſpleaſure, who leaueth 
not nne vnpunuhed. Aud 63 the lame doeth appoint paine 


and topment. | 
Oftheenormiti of ame 35 ſtk hebolineds 
. and rightcouſneſſe ofthe deuine minde 


* 


1 
. Se 5. 
f "x 


| E iorertaine that the laffer and Holier that 
II 2 | wel diſpoſed minde is, the msze the fonle 
Mb — blot of inne doeth greeue and diſpteaſe the 
| ſame. And therefoze fince the deuine minde 
Ng Br bigheft, to be adoꝛed, is altogether of an inft- 

=>-"nite pureneſſe, equitie, and holineſe: yea;ras 
ther the vnmealured, and ſupereſlentiall pureneſſe , the con- 
templatozye bolinefle , ſabſiſting of it ſelſe, the vndeſcry- 
bable equitye and eramplare, Fountaine, it is certaine that 
the lame doeth deteſt and hate with an infinite abhomina- 
tion and hatred, the vdefozmitie, blotte , and vnpureneſſe 
of ſinne , Cuen as Moyſes ſpeaketh laying, God is 
againſt alt wickednes , Then here vpon ſinne hath gotten 
bis moſt greeuous and crooked enozmitye , Bicauſe it is a- 


gainſt the moſt cleane and pure — —— 
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And againſt the vaterminable rigbteonſneſte of the fame. 
And the ſinner himſelle which lousth, chooſeth, embzaceth» 
and holdeth that which God ſo much hateth, repꝛooueth and 


turte a wonder lull diſpleaſure, and pur chaſe an infinite de- 
fozmitie iu the ſight of God. To conclude: the holyer e moze 
iuſtet God is, ſo much the filthinele and vefozmitie of ſinne 
is the moze vnlike him. And God is (as bath beene (aid be⸗ 


foze) of a holy neſſe and righteouſneſſe perfealy valimitable, 


And therefoze ſinne is infinitely vnlike the pureneſle of the 


bolineſſe, and the righteouſnelle of the eguitis of the highelt 
God. Yerevpon allo ſinne is infinitety elopnedandſet farre 
from God: ſoꝛ as Auguſtine (ayetþ,in his ninth boke de ci 
uitate Dei; There is none other eloping 02 diſtance and ſe- 
para ation from God,then his vnlikenes oz diſſimilitude. And 

diſlimilitude is the cauſe of diſpleaſure , hatred and tur- 
ning away,ſinne doth deſerue the eternall and infinite.dif 
pleaſure which is a turning away, and ahatredto GD D, 
which deſerueth eternall damnation. Whereupon it is (aid, 
to be infinitely greeuous andhozrivle. 
Further moe, the moze natural, pleaſant and conuenient, 
that any one thing is to another, ſo much the moze contrat pe, 
diſconuenient , and diſpleaſing the oppoſite ano contrarietie 
thereof wilbe vatoit. Nowe the hol ine lle is ſo natural to the 
glozious and highe& God, that he is ſubſtantially holy, not 
by any addition oz putting to. So that it is altogether one 
thing vato him, to be and to be holy. 3nſomuch as bis holy» 
nelle is his elſential being. And bis cdentiall being is holi- 
neſſe mol pure, maſt cleane and imply perfect. The molt ho- 
nourable pꝛimoꝛdiall, and finali cauſe and teaſon of all ber⸗ 
tue and pureneCe . Yolineſſe is allo moſte conuentent and 
beſt pleaſing vato God. Foz he loueth and requireth holy⸗ 
neſſe in conuer ſation and doeth make thoſe moſte deare ;en- 
tye-andfamiliac vato him, which are 2 — and ſted⸗ 


falfly bent vnto holinelle, | | 
10 F a 9. Thus 


putteth from him (by a certaine kindeof meant) doeth in / £6.45. 


Pal.: 0. 


Luke. . 


Leit. 11. 
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Thus it is maſt apparant how influitely, contrarie, diſplea» 


ung, t diſconurnient the vnputenelle of inne is dnto God. 

Therfoze the p ſalmiſt fingetd laying. Early in the moꝛning 
J witpzeſcatmy ſelf befoze ther, J wil behold ther. Foz thou 
art no Gov that wouid haue iniquitie. either Hal the mali⸗ 
tions dwel untere vnto thee. Noz the vniuſt hail not endure 
befozethy fate. Che like atgument is of the enoꝛmitie of fin, 
by conliderat ion ofthe diuine tighte ouſneſſe. Which is altos 
gither vnmeaſurx abte, 4 inniexibie meaſure t the vnfallible 
rule of al vertuous ſtreigꝭtneſſe. o God is iuſt, + hath lo⸗ 
ued righteoatnes,e his countenante hath beheld equitie. Of 
whore it is red in an other place, Great and wonderfull are 
thy wozks; Þ iLo:de Oe amigbtie. Juſt x true are all thy 
wapes O king ul the hoty ones , UWho ſhal not feare thee, oz 
who thal notmagnifiethy name's o p the moꝛe we growe x 
increaſe in holiges i equitie ſo much ymoze like, + the moze 
betoutd write mude vnto duix ert ato, ſauis2,x+ Judge, Aud 
the moꝛe oe are made iti v ouer comen by vices: ſo much 
the mode vnuke x the moꝛe hatetul vnto him, we are founde. 
Who came to that end (by the myſkerte of intar nation) into 
th:s woztd that we ſhould ſerue him in holineſte + righteouſ- 
nelle befozehimal the days of our life, Who'doeth inute and 
tirre vs withan vnſppatable ſoue / moſt godtx vonthſating 
vnto the imitation of his holmes Maping, doe not contami- 
nate, noz defile your ſoules, oz J the Loꝛd vout God anrho- 
ly. Be holy, foz i am holy, 25ehold (my welbetoned) if thou 
ponder theſe things d&plp,vften,+ Nedfalt{y, J thinke ; thou 
wilt on al ſides hate 4eſchuethefilthines, vncleannes & huge 
enoʒmitie of in.Yea;thbuwilk moꝛe often make haſt vnto re 
pentante , cranuination ol thine own conſcience in ſpending 
time in diuine ſeruice s roceining the holy tõmunion. Nher⸗ 
in(accoading to the Striptures) all things are-waſhed. And 
thou wilt further moze indeuo2 thy ſelfe to be the mozetuftly 

t wholy conuerſant in-the pxelence ofthe moſ>holy Cod, and 
beſaze the eyes of his vnineaſurablerighteouftrelſe. | 


Of 
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Of the enormitie of ſinne, by the conſideration of 
the diuine charitie, by the which God did 
preuent ys, and greatly loued vs. 


Artic, 8. 


\Z againe hartely. And the moze froward # per - 
> uerſe it is alſo to do any lefſe then to loue him. 
But it is moſte vngratefull and vntowarde, 
euen to hate him, abiect him, and deſpiſe him, and altogether 
to turne awape from him: eſpecially if the beloued be ſuer 
that he is ſo beloued of the loner . Zherefoze to the ende wee 
may the moze effedually and ſincerely knowe the abhomi⸗ 
nable and accurſed mallice ot our iniquities, let vs diligent 
ip beholde howe much, and in what manner our ſwerte and 
iuſt God did pꝛeuent vs in loue, yea, and not onely in lone, 
but in a moſte liberall, merilp, free, moſt pure, eternall and 
molt wo2thie kynde of loue. And firſt, this is certaine, that 
no louer (being treated) no not our parentes haue loued o: 
doe loue vs ſo much as our mecke and ſweete God doth, and 
hath loued vs. Foꝛ of his eternall and pꝛeuenting loue to 


N 
| 
| 


as tt _ 
E 


wardes vs, he created vs when wee were nothing yea he foz' © oy 


med vs to his owne Image and ſimilitude. Foꝛ the divine 
loue did not leaue God without bzanch oz ſpꝛing. Poꝛeouer, 
her hath maniſoldly beautiſied our nature, not enclye with 

naturall giftes, but alſo with ſundꝛy ſupernaturall graces, 
Foz he did ſet v2 fieſtfozmed fathers and parentes in oꝛiginal G. 
righteouſnes , placing them in Paradiſe „ and pꝛeſe refine © 
them befo2e all the creatures that line in this wo2id yea (and 
il they had not ſinned) had tranſpozted them from Par adiſe 
into the heanenly kingdome without death in the mieanc 
wake. All which he meant to haue giuen to their polker itte, 
F. ii. if 


Sap 3 
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if they had not done wickedly. Whereupon although we be 
depꝛiued of ſo many and ſo great commodities, yet ought we 
ſo to loue God, as if wee were not thereof depꝛiued, ſince 
that depꝛiuation came not from God. Furthermoze alſo be- 
cauſe vnion is the pꝛoper effec of lone, and conſequentlye 
therewithall mutuall ſocietie and participation. Foz loue 
doeth knit the louer to the beloned, and maketh all good 
things that the louer hath to be common vnto the beloued. 
If there{02e we deſire rightly and wo2thely to knowe howe 
and in what manner our God hath loued vs, let vs beholde in 
what manner he hath coniopned himſelf to vs and to our nas | 
ture. F02 beholde, did not the onely begotten ſonne of God 
binmſclfe by the will ol God the Father, and the cooperation 
of the holy ghoſt, vayte our nature vnto his atuinitte , by a 
ſubſtanciall, immediate, higb, and inwarde kinde of vnion? 
yea, by lo great an vnion as nane coulde be moze greater o: 
moꝛe wozthie? And therefoze ſince he coniopned himſelf vn- 
to our nature ſo highly, and ſo inwardly, it is apparant alſo 
how highly he did lone vs befoze hande , eſpecially ſince hee 
vouchſafed and deigned ſo long to be conuerſant with vs in 
the nature which he did ſo aſſume and take vppon him, yea, 
euen the eternall Father himſelle did ſo loue vs that he gaue 
his onely begotten Sonne as the Cuangeliſt Iohn doth ſaye: 
Whoerhozteth vs againe in his firſt Epiſtle ſaying: dearely 
beloued let vs loue God, foz he firſt loued vs. Furthermoze 
be iopned our mindes inceſſantly vnto him and by ſuperna⸗ 
turall giftes, as by grace, doing that which is acceptable , x 
by aduall motion of the holy ghoſt , By faith, hope, charitie, 
and the other vertues powzed vppon vs and by their actes. 
Pea, further, our God is readie to communicate all that he 
bath(yea himlelf alſo) vnto us. Foz there is no exe that hath 
4.6, ferne, noz tare that hath heard, neither is mans heart able to 
compzehende what God hath pꝛepared foz his ele. Foz he 
bath pꝛepared himſelfe as a re warde fo2 them. Since he crea- 
ted vs to enioy the moſte (werte fruition and happie viſion of 
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holineſſe. And this is the molt liberall loae of God that gi⸗ 
ning vs his giftes , hee gineth (enen with the ſame giftes 
bim(ſelfe vnto vs. That we may truely, eternally , and hap- 
pely beholde,haue, poſſeſſe, and inioy him. Yerewith he ſo 
much loued vs, that by the mouth of Salomon, he ſapeth vn- 


to vs: Py delightes are to be with the ſonnes of men. Nowe *'* * 


therefoze my welbeloued) marke howe peruerſe , howe vn- 
comely,and howe great a fault it is, not to requite with lone, 
this, ſuch, and lo great a louer. Yea, to negled, to offende, to 
ſet light by to deſpyſe oz to hate him - And hee that ſinneth, 
willeth in all things that which God wil not, and that which 
God willeth that will not he accompliſh, Therefoze he doth 
not traely lone God, ſince it is the pꝛopertie of friends to wil 
and to nyll in all things alike. Yea, he deſpileth and ſetteth 
light by God, whole pꝛecepts he regardeth not . Ind lo hee 
doeth altogither turne himſelfe away from him, and yeldeth 
no turne vnto this ſo wanderfull, meeke , moſte boantifull, 
and molt excellent loner. But papeth euil fo2 good , 4 hate 
foz lone. Pea he deſpyſeth God, who hath ſhewed himſelfe 
fo familiar vntohim . Lherefoze let vs (my welbelcued) 
heartily learne to loue God ſincerely and inwardly, Let vs 
be carryed vnto him with all feruentneſſe of mpnde . Let vs 
confo2me our affectes alwayes vnto his moſt holy will. Let 
vs hate whatſoeuer he hateth, and let vs earneſtly embzace 


all goodnefle, 


Of the enormitie of ſinne, conſidered by 
the benefits of God. | 
Artic. 9. 


T is maniteſt, that ingratitude is much repꝛoo⸗ 
ned both in mans oppinion and Gods iudge⸗ 
ment. And the moze oz greater benefits that a⸗ 
np one man doth beſtowe vpon another, ſo much 
the moze wickednelle it is, not to requite the lame, to bee 
F ii. . vn⸗ 
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vacratefull o: vnmindfull. But it is moſt wicked fo pꝛefer 
euill fo2 good. Bozeouer, the longer that benefites are tonti⸗ 
nued, the oftener that they are renued , the moꝛe hiberallyg 
that they are multiplyed ; yea, the higher and moze woꝛthie 
that the bene lago is, and the lower and inferio2 that he bee 
which receineth ſuch benefites, ſo much the larger and grra⸗ 
ter ought the takers gratitude to be And the greater ſinne is 
committed tf the recetuer be founde vngratefull oz vnobedi⸗ 
ent vnto the benefaco2. Theretoze to the end that the malice 
and ouerthwartnefſe of our ingratitude,diſobedience,# ſinne 
may mo2e plainly appeare , may be the moze hartily beway- 
led, and the moze carefully amended and auoided, let vs peize 
the benefits and bounties of God towards vs And firſt to be⸗ 
gin with this, how he made vs and not we our ſelues, what⸗ 
ſoeuer we haue oz be, it came from him, t of him wee recei- 
ned the ſame; our bodie . al the members therof : alſo a rea⸗ 
ſonable ſoule and al the powers thereof, If any one member 
ol our bodte,oz anypower of the mind o2 ſoule were lacking, 
as a foote,a hand, an eye,o2 our wil t deſire; Bow ſoꝛy ſhould 
we be? yea, how much would we lone him, by whole helpe x 
goodnes that might be reconered & reſtozed that were wan⸗ 
ting? Why then do we not lone the moſt liberall + the moſte 
beneficial God:why do we not giue him thankes ? why feare 
we not to be froward, dilobedient, and ingratefull vnto him, 
which did bountifully giue vnto vs al theſe things befo2e res 
hearſed, euen from the beginning of our gouernance, with- 
out our motion oz merite, is not euen the eſſential being, a⸗ 
miable vnto men nafural? as Auguſtine doth well diſpute in 
his — ciuitate Dei. Further our being our life, our fce- 
ling, our mouing, our tal ke, and reaſoning, and our freedome 


are imparted vnto vs by God from the beginning ol our ton⸗ 
ception vntil this pꝛeſent time: he hath pꝛeſerued vs from 
innumerable perils: he hath appointed vnto euerye man his 
holy Angel to attend him continnally. He hath bꝛought vs 
vnto holy „ in "ROI he hath purged vs from all 
finne; 
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ſinne:he bath adoꝛned vs with grace and vertues: he hath ſpa⸗ 
red vs ſinners by his abundant mercy:pea euen vntil this in⸗ 
ſtant he hath vouchſafed to await fo2 our conucrſion, Aud 
doubtleſle hath taken many ont of this woꝛld whome he hath 
etcrnally damned, although they ſinned not ſo much as wee 
do:t yet he doth earneſtly expec(thzough his incompꝛehenſi⸗ 
ble clemencie) to ſ& our amendment. Rob (my beloued) are 
theſe benefits (mall oz ſmallp to be efteemed:Doeth not God 
inceſſantlp heap benefits vpo vs 4 ſucco2 vs? doth not he cloth 
vs and ferde vs daily? quickly fo2getteth the penitent, reſto⸗ 
reth the grace and vertues which he had loſt, ſlirreth and lea» 


deth vs daily vnto ſome good things, and inſtruceth vs at all 


times by his holy (criptures. Furthermoze he halh pꝛomiſeda 
pꝛepared fo vs, that eternal, ſupernaturall. and molt plentt- 
ful bleſledneſſe. 15ehold(my beſt beloued)how froward an in 
gratitude and hugenelle of offence it is, to offend 02 not to re⸗ 
gard oz conſider, this higheſt, moſt flowing and neuer fapling 
molt excellent benefactoz. Here withall it behoueth tha dili⸗ 
cently to ponder the ſinguler benefits giuen the by thy crea⸗ 
to2,which bath beautified the (not meanly) but with great 
gifts of nature alwel in thy body, as in thy minde and ſoule 


Foz ſince it is(acozding to Auguſtins ſaying in ciuitate dei.) 


A great happineſle to be boꝛne wittie and ingenious, and (by 
the (ame mans wittineſſe beauty and eloquence are the gifts 
of God, although moſt men do abuſe them: then weigh wiſe⸗ 
ly vato howe great a thankfulneſſe, and obedience thou art 
bound, not by vaine glozying 02 pzeferring thy ſelfe befoze a⸗ 
ny man-no2 by diſpyſing any man, but by conceiuing great 
arcefe in thy ſinnes, by moze bitter bewayling of them, and 
laſt of al by moze carefull ſoʒeſight and anoyding of them, & 
by vehement feare of the diuine iudgemẽ t. Bitauſe as Chꝛiſt 
doth pꝛoteſt: vnto wham ſo euer much is giuen, much ſhalbe 
ol him required. Vea, rather the moze benefits thou conſide- 
reſt to be given the of Cod, ſo much the moze thon oughteſt 


tobe inflamed in loue towardes him, ſo much the moze pers 
F. v. fectly 
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fectly oughteſt thou to ſubdue thine appetites, g ſo much the 


moze thankfull t humble ſhouldeſt thou be found, Beholde, 
thou haſt at Gods hand the giftes of nature, the gods of fozs 
tune, z the fruits ofthe church. Are not then thy ſinnes great & 
greenous-eſpecially ſince they pzocede not of mans infirmi- 
tie 02 of ignoꝛãce, but are ſuch as thou knoweſt to be vnlaw- 
ful? And mark therefoze what account thou muſt gine vnto 
God fo; theſe things.Laſt of al the enozmitie of our ſinnes is 
behemently agrauated by the benefits which we haue recei- 
ned by Chzilt, J meane thoſe which he(foz our ſaluation) did 
take vpon him. ſuſfred. Foz is not our peruerſeneſſe, ingra- 
titude,x wickednes infinite, whileſt we diſhonoz,deſpiſe and 
fo:ſake the only begotten ſonne of God? who fo2 out deline- 
rance did ſo vnſpeakably diſpople himſelfe. Did moſt merci, 
fully incline his molt high diuinitie, vnto the baſeneſſe of our 
nature, vouchſafed to be conuerſant amongeſt men ſo manye 
yeres. Vea in ſo great humilitie, ponertic, patience, tribula⸗ 
tion perſecutions t temptations , which toke ſuch exceeding 
paines foꝛ our ſaluation in faſting, traueiling,pzeaching, and 
pꝛaping. Which did (as Matthew telleth) gine his bodie and 
bloud with an vnſpeakable charitie vnto his diſciples, 4 doth 
giue them daily vnto vs moſt vouchſafingly and comfoztably, 
ZQhich laſtly did ſuffer fo2 our ſakes a moſt bitter and vyle 
kynd of death. And bath (foz our connerſion bnto faith and 
grace)done ſo many miracles by his holye Apoſtles and other 
elect. And all this conſidered the moze that any man doth ho- 
nour any other then him, ſo much the moze iniquitie it is not 
to rehonoʒ him againe. But itis moſt leud and wicked euen 
to diſhono2 him, eſpeciallꝑ ſince he is moſte excellent both by 
vertue and authozitie, And therefoze ſince by the beloze nas 
med benefits aſwell naturall as ſupernaturall, eſpecially by 
the incarnation of the woꝛd, e by the glozification of his hu⸗ 
manitie God hath ſo inexplicably, honoured mankinde, and 
hath vonchſafed to call vs which of ſubſtante are no better 


then pooze little wozmes of the carth (yea, © hath made — 
is 
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bis ſonnes, heires. 4 friends. Furthermoze hath pzomiſed a- 
gaine to carrie vs vp intop molt wozthie Court ofthe higheſt 
heauens,t into the equalitie of the angelical bleſledneſſe: are 
not our ſinnes vnſpeakably huge and great, by the which we 
do diſhonour,offend. 4 diſpiſe a God ſo wonderfully benigne: 
which hath alſo adozned certeine of his pꝛeſent elec and free 
choſen with ſuch moſt excellent holineſſe? Nowe therefoze 
(beloued)let vs woꝛſhip t reverence God in all things with 
the whole zeale of our hearts, Andlet vs doe as much as we 
are able to the honoꝛ of his name: yea, let vs not thinke that 
we do any thing that is wozthie: but let vs hartily be (0216 
that we are able todo no moꝛe: becauſeenen as he is of cx- 
c&ding maieſtie, ſa is he wozthie of infinite reuerence. 


Of the enormitie of ſinne by reaſon of the diuine pre- 
ſence which beholderh all things. 
Artic. 10. 
[ICRP 2, His one thing furthermoze docth increaſe the 
4x ILY 45 8 Þ gra uouſneſſe of our ſinnes, and doeth accumu⸗ 
. late the contempt of our mende againſt God, 


— 


ſight and pꝛeſente of our creatour, ſauiour, and 
Judge. And he our eter nall and moſte mightie G O D doth 
molt plainly, eternally, and vnſpeakably, beholde, peize, and 
diſcerne all things that are paſt, pꝛeſent, oꝛ to come. As holy 
Iob doeth pzofcfle ſaping: doeth not God knowe my waye, 
and doeth he not count all my ſteppes? And againe ſo ſpea- 
king ta Cod, thou haſt put (ſayth he) my fete in fetters, and 
haſt watched t marked al my pathes , and hall conſidered the 
ſeppesof my tete. Wherupon in Hieremie it is red; thou 11;.. 1. 
moſt ſtrong, great and mightte , thy name is L 02d of hoſtes: 
great in thy councels, t incompzehenſible in thy thoughtes, 
whole eyes are opt ouer al the ſonnes of Adam, Þ thou maiſt 
giue to euery man acco2ding to his wayes wherein he wal- 
keth. Would not an earthly Judge oz amoztalman _ 
grea 


lob. 23. 


* 


RY: Sl that we dare bee ſo bolde as to ſinne in the Exod.36. 


1. Reg.! 4 


120 The ſhame of ſinne. 


great ininric 02 deſpight done vnto him if any of his ſubiecs 
ſhould in his ſight + pꝛeſence tranſgreſſe his pzeceptes? But 
how much greater iniurie and diſhonour doe wee commit a- 
gainſt the higheſt, heauenlp, and eternal Judge, whileſt wee 
feare not to ſinne in his ſight which is truely pꝛeſent cuerye 
where, ea. moſt pꝛeſent and fulfillcth, iudgeth, + pondereth 
al things that are done Herevpon (beloued) thinke alwapes 
vpon the diuine pꝛeſence, hondur the lookes of the heanenly 
countenance, woꝛſhip enery where the purenes of the dinine 
minde. And bluth foz ſhame to do that befoze Þ higheſt God, 

which thou wouldeſt be abaſhed to doe befoze a good 02 ho- 
neſt man. Nay rather tremble and quake, and pꝛeſame not 
to thinke oꝛ to deſtre that befoze the pꝛeſence of his holineſſe, 
which thou wouldeſt be any thing at all a feard to ſpeake be⸗ 
foe a good 02 honeſt man, Fo2 God beholdeth the ſecrets of 
the heart, and that which vnto men, is the ſpeache of their 
mouth that with God is the thought of the hart And again, 
that which the earthly Judge befoze whome thon art iudged 
boeth gather of thine outwarde deedes , the ſame the dꝛeakull 


and moſt inſt God can iudge and determine of thine in warde 


deſires, which reteiueth the intent oꝛ affection of the effect 02 
deede. That man is baſe , vyle and vniuſt, which honoureth 
the pꝛeſence, and feareththe iudgement of men, moꝛe then of 
God, Wherefo2e(my dearly beloued) let that offence neuer 
be attributed vnto ther, but rather beare alwayes and in all 
places that ſaying of Hely in thy minde. The Lo2d liueth, in 
whoſe ſight J fande this daye And therefoze (as Boetius 


ſayeth)there is a great neteilitie of well doing tommaunded 


ele 


vs, betauſe wee doe all thinges befoꝛe the eyes of the Judge 


which ſeeth and deſerneth all things, 


Of the enormitte of ſinne by ref] of 
him that ſinneth. 25 
Artic. 11. 
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s. Etherto we haue treated of the inoꝛmitie of 
ſinue haying regards to God, againſt whome 
all nne is committed, either direalp oz by 


f k N 
b AXES 
* 


termedto be againſt God, certeine other a⸗ 

gainſt the neighbour, and certaine againſt 
our ſelues (A means againſt the inner himlelle) betauſe that 
God is the neereſt obiec 4 matter moſt at hande vnto ſome 
finnes as vato thoſe that are dir ed lpe contrarye to the diuine 
vertues,+ vnto ſome other the netghboz is the neereſt matter, 
4 vnto ſome he himſelf which ſinneth. Reuertheleſle al ſin is 


againſt God, which deteſteth, puniſheth, e loꝛbiddeth all ſins, 


Fo2 by the diuine lawes al ſin is fozbidde oꝛ diſwaded, Now 
then it is requiſite to ſpeake (omwhat of the enoꝛmitie of ſin 
on the behalt or the ſinner and that as touching men. 

ir ſt then the enoꝛmitie ol n may be marked by our in- 
ferioz1tis. F02 the leſſe that any man is by compariſon with 
a maſter 02 lawgiuer,ſo much the moze humble, and ſo much 
the moꝛe in ſubieaion he ought to be. Whereapon the con- 
temp! ſzemeth to bee ſomewhat the moꝛe grieuous if he be⸗ 
come rebellious to the laweginer os ſuperioꝛ himſelf, then if 
he himſe lt were greater,o24fagreater then hiunſelf did com- 
mit it. F02 man himielt᷑ doth polleſſe the loweſt place,in rank 
of mattters oꝝ ſubſtances belonging to vnderſtanding, may 
not then the lawgiuer the moll highly exalted God, (holy vn- 
meaſuted. and to be adozed) diſdaine muth when he ſeth vs 
uple litle woꝛmes of the earth ( bearing elapiſh veſſel vppon 
va, be ing compared to vanitie and aſhes, repleniſhed in our 
bodies with infinite ſinnes againſt the ſoule) that wer do not 


fazget bis benefits, yea euer y houte offending him ince ſfant⸗ 
ly not harkening to his exhoztations Which be maketh vnto 
vs bu bis mintſtera, t not regarding his oon pꝛeſence: far⸗ 


thermoze by this con ſideration ot out lendnefſe and vileneſſe, 


we cuuht nehemenily to heap vp. agrauate, deteſt /e be wayie, 
L633 
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vea, and to deſpiſe, repꝛoue, and tocozrect both our ſelues ans 
all our exteſſes againſt God; fince that we moſt pooze, moſt 
miſerable and moſt vile creatures, which ſhal ſoone dye, pen 


rather daily dying) haue lo often and ſo grieuouſlꝑ diſhonou⸗ 
red offended, deſpiſed, daily do not ceaſe to offerid our L02d, | 


our moſt highly exalted, infinite. almightie, moſte glozious, * 


and ſupereſſentiall God. Behold, we duſt g aſhes, we wozms 
and rottennefſe,which like a floure do tome foꝛth and are wi⸗ 
thꝛed . which fiy away like a ſhadow; neuer doe continue in 
one eſtate, haue ſo often © ſo vnmeaſurably, halted t diſſems 
bled, ſo inceſſantly do ſin againſt the king of kings, againſt 
the P2ince of all men, againft the creatoz ofthe wozlde moſt 
laudable inuariable,x moſt highly exalted , who is the im 
pleſt, pureſt, moſt bzight ſhining, + molt holy ghoſt. Where 
foze then do we molt vainly glozie? whereof are we moſt fo- 
liſh pzoude?Wherefoze do we not humble, deſpiſe, bewayle,x 
cozrec our ſelues, with falkings, with ſtripes, with watching, 
pꝛaping, and other fruits of repentance; Therfo2e let vs ear» 
neſtly be diſpleaſant vnto our ſelues, and let vs moſt dæpelp 
and without delay humble our ſelues befoze the moſt pure 
Cod,deſpyſing no bodie but our ſelues. 

Secondarily, the enoꝛmitie of inne (on the behalfe of the 
ſinner,is noted by the ſupertozitie of him that ſinneth , as by 
p2>eminence t p:eferment in authozitie . Foz the moze that 
he which linneth be pzeferred inpzincipalitie, 02 iuditial au⸗ 
thozitie-the moze he is bound to the moze ample iuſtice, righ- 
teduſneſſe charitie, and exemplare life , Eſpecially ſince the 


Judge 02 pꝛeſident (actoꝛding to the Philoſopher) ought to be 


the liuo ly law it ſelf, the lining equitie ; whereby his ſinnes | 


become the greater and moze eno2me, eſpecially if he haue 


authozitie in Eccleſiaſticall matters, and be bound to attend 


vnto doctrine and pꝛeaching. Wherevpon that which ſhoulde 


bs to a imple man but a ſmall treſpaſſe: ſach is accounted in 
(ach a perſonage a huge and haynous offence and ſinne- 


- Thirdly,the enozmitieof ſinne (as touching him that ſins 


neth) 


„ 


| 
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neth) ſ may be taken on the behalfe of the degree 02 oꝛders of 
bim which linneth. As the ſinne of a Pʒeacher 02 miniſter is 
moꝛe grieuous then the ſinne of a lay 02 ſimple man, both te- 
cauſe ofthe greatneCe of their (kill and knowledge, : {oz the 
god example which of them is expected. - 

Fourthlp, on the behalf of the ſcience 02 knowledge of him 
that ſinneth , whole fault is ſo much the moze græuous al- 
ways then the faults of his equals, the greater that his gains 


oz pzofit in knowledge hath berne, ſince Chailt pꝛoteſteth ſay- 


ing: The ſeruant which knoweth his maſters will + doth it 


good, and doth it not. Foz as Peter the Apoſtle ſapeth it were 
better not to knowe the way of righteouſnes,then to go back- 
ward from it, after knowledge oft. 

Fiftly, on the behalfe of ver tue, foz the greater perfection 
of life that a man(in times paſt) hath led, and the moze ſpiri- 
tual that he hath be ne, the moze abhominable and moze vyle 
be hal alwayes be in compariſon of his equals,if he returne 


vnto carnal + voluptuous life. Such are they which begin⸗ 


ning with the ſpirite-are conſumate in the fleſh, 
Sirthlp, on the bebalfe of his Cate oz pꝛofeſſion. As it a 
Chaiſttan miniſter oz pꝛeacher ſhoulde become an Apoſtate, 


- wherin (doing againſt righteouſnes)be doth ſin right deadly. 


Seuenthlp, by the benefites giuen vnto him that ſinneth, 
Becauſe (as I haue befoze ſapd) the moꝛe 02 the greater be- 
nefits that any man receiueth from aboue, ſo much the grea⸗ 
ter 4no;e enoꝛme his ſinnes be. Whereupon the longer and 
moze benignely that god gxpeceth the conuerſion of him that 
ſfinneth-ſo much the moze damnable hs ſinnes are made- 
Eightlr, by the common cuſtome of ſinning, which indu⸗ 
ceth hardneſſe of hart and obſtinancie. Foz as Salomon wzt- 
teth: when the wicked man commeth vnto the depth of ſin, 
be regardeth it not. 
Niathly,by reaſon of the age, foz one ſelfe ſame _ is 

udged 


not, ſhal be beaten with many ſlripes. As the Apoſtle Iames 1:c.4. 
doth alſo teſtifie ſaying , it is a ſinne to him that knoweth Per. 


10 
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iudged moꝛe repꝛouable in old men, then in yong men. 

Lenthly , by the eaſineſſe that the ſinner had not fo have 
ſinned, oz to haue reſiſtedagainft ſinne. As in men of god wit 
and vnderſtanding, ſinne is moze grienous then in ſuch as 
are pzone vnto vice, Whereupon Auguſtne in his riiy.bok 
de ciuitate Dei ſaying : The firf pꝛecept in Par a- 
dice was bꝛoken and byolated, ſo much the moze vniuſtly, be⸗ 
cauſe it might haue bene with ſo much the moꝛe eaſe obſer- 
ued and kept. Foz in the ſinnes ofſuch as be of god vnder⸗ 
ſtanding there is moꝛe voluntarie conſent, ſince from their 
inward thoughts they are leſſe enfozced bnto ent. And there 
foze they do finnomoze greeuonlly then the reſt that are their 


- equals,eſpecially unte they do both abaſe Gods benefits vn- 


happily , and are ſo much the moze vngratefull vnto their 
creatoz, By theſe things let every man wepgh and conſider 
the enozmitie of his ſinnes . Becauſe in fome men all theſe 
things (yea, fully all theſe things, which do aggranate ſinne) 
doe concurre, in ſome many, And in other ſome fewer. But 
vnto ther ( my dearely beloned ) J p;opounde the laſt of all 
theſe pointes to be moſt fingularly conſidered . Leaft thou 
ſhouldeſt dampnably abuſe the godneſfſe of thine excellent 
wit. But thou muſt (by a wozthte indenour ) bende thy ſelfe 
fo much the moze warilp vnto all vertues : as it is caffer vn⸗ 


tothe then vnto others, to become vertuous. The which if 


thou do, thou ſhalt be moſt deuout and molt acceptable bnto 
God, But if thou regarde not thy doings, and giue plate bn- 
to vieos, ſurely thine iniquitie and dampnation wil beercee- 


ding great. Uherenpon Auguſtine in his ſetonde booke,de 


ciuſtate Dei, ſayth : I there be any naturall part apparant 
in the which is laudable, it is no way perfect noꝛ parced but 
by pietie, (which is woꝛſhipping ol God) and by impiette it 
will be duerthꝛowne and puniſhed. Further of all that hath 
beene ſayde the verie agrauat ing of ũnne it ſelſe is to be vn⸗ 
det llood by the other partes thereof. | : 
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Of the enormitie of ſinne, by the obie& 
or matter about the which it is 
committed. 
Artic: 12. 


s toes baue already touched, ſome ſinnes are 
aud to be againſt G O D, ſome againſt the 
neighbour, and ſome againſt the ſinner him- 


\- 2-X God are the moſt greeuous generally. It is al- 
fo now handled of the greeuouſneſſe of ſinne, hauing reſpecte 
to God. And as thoſe ſins are ſaid to be moſt greeuous , which 
arc againſt G DD fo? his godneſſe, maieſtie, holineſſe, cha. 
ritie, and his veſtowing of benefittes. Do the lyker vnto god 
that the neighbours be againſt whom the ſinne is commit⸗ 
ted, the moze greeuous and eno2me the ſinne ſhalbe accoun- 
ted. And thereupon the enozmitie of ſinne againſt the neigh- 
bour, is firſt marked by the authozitic, dignitie and power of 
him againſt whom the ſinne is committed. Who, (the grea⸗ 
ter his power oz authoꝛitie is) ſo mach the moze greenous it 
is to offend him oz to treſpaſſe againſt him, as appeareth by 
treaſons committed againlt pzinces , Hereupon it is very e- 
nozme and greenous to treſpaſſe againſt a pzeacher 02 mini⸗ 
fer, ſince it is chefly againft charitie which is due vnto them 
and againſt taſtice by the which obedience and reuerence are 
to be genen them, Wherefoze of ſuch God ſpeaketh ſaying: 
He thatheareth pou heareth me , and he which deſpiſeth you 
deſpiſeth me, Moyſes alſo ſaith to the rebellious Iſraclites, 
Your mourning is not againſt vs. but againſt God, And here 
vpon the Apoſtle teacheth in his epiſt le tothe Romaines, let 
tuet p liuing loule be ſubiea to the higher powers. Foz there 
is no power but from God: and thoſe things which are from 
God are oꝛdeined. But he which re ſiſteth anthoꝛitie reſiſteth 
againf the ozdinaunce of God. And they which doe reüſte 
dim doe purchaſe to themſelues eternal 7 a 
Va (con 


elle. And it is tertaine, that the unne againſt 
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= econdarily,the enozmitie of treſpaſſes againſt the ncigh 
bour is pet ceiued by reaſon of the nereneſſe of bloud. As thus 
It is moze q2&uous, to kill thy natur all bzother, o to rauiſh 
thene owne ſiſter:but it is moſt greeuous to ſinne againſt thy 
parents. Since a ſonne is bozne of their ſubſtaunce and (as it 
were / lome part of them. 

- Thirdly,by the benefits which the finner hath receaued of 
his neighbour againſt whom he treſpaſſeth . And therefoze 
(againe ) it is too wicked a thing to do euill againſt thy Pa- 
rentes from whom the ofſpꝛing bath obteined, beeing nouri- 
ſhmeat,attendaunce, and inſtruction ,' Alſo againſt maiſters 
vato whom honour and loue are due. (Dz rather accoꝛding to 
the Philoſophers opinion, we can not vteld vnto our parents 
and maiſters things equiualent to their deſerts. And therfoꝛ e 
it is wzitten: O how euill a man is be which abandoneth his 
father: and he is curſed of God, which pꝛouoketh his mother 
vato anger. 
- Fourthlye, the godnefle , verfue, oz holineffe , of him 
againſt whom the treſpaſſe is done, who, the better, Jufter, 
oz holyer, that he be, So much the moze wicked it is to doe 
dim treſpaſſe, Faza fpeciall honour is dus vato them that are 
wile and learned. And therefoze the iniurxe 02 lack of rene- 
rence that is ſhewed vnto ſuch men is accounted the moze 
beinous fault. 

Fiftly,by the ſfate,degre,o2 oꝛder, whereupon it is an T 
ceeding great offence tochmit treſpaſſes againſt the miniſtry 
Sirtly, by reaſon of the age. F02 there is great reuerente 
due vnto the elders . And thereloze to doe to them inturye is 
thought the greater offence, Hereupon the Scriptures teachs 
vs ſaying: befoze a gray head thou ſhalt riſe, and doe reurenes. 

Seauenthly, by the ſimplicitie and ignozance, yea,0z by Þ 
folly of him againſt whom the treſpalſe is committed; Who, 
the moze innocent oz ſimple that be be, the moꝛe cruelty it is 
counted to do him hurt. And in like manner, it he be either al- 
together oz in part depʒiued of his reaſonable * 
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Foꝛ bnto ſuch great compaſſion and ſuccour ſhould be mini⸗ 
fred, and therefozc it is counted a great evili in the books of 
Iob ſaying, The tuft mans ſimplicitie is laughed to ſcoꝛne. 
Cightlye by reaſon of the lone oz truſt which we haue in a⸗ 
ny man, if we doe treſpalle againſt him . Foz the moze that 


au man doth lone one, ozthe'moze that he truſteth him, the 
greater offence it is to doe him treſpaſſe 


by iniury, hurte , 02 
deceite. Whereups it is red in lob ſaying: Þe that is laughed 
to ſcozne by his frtende ſhall call vpon the Loꝛde, and he will 
heare him: And in Eccleſiaſtes, doe not fozſake thy old friend. 
Foz the new ſhall not be like vnto him. Bercby the dillimu⸗ 
ler s and craſty creatures due pzvuoke the wzath of god. 

Nynthly the imperfection oz monſtrous defect of any per- 
ſon, Whereapon it is commaunded in the Leuiticall lawes: 
thou ſhalt not curſe the deafe man, noz ſet a ſtumbling block 
befoze him that is blinde. And therefoze ie is a vehement cru- 
eltie, and vngodlineſle, to mock, ſcoꝛn, oꝛ offend, ſuch perſons. 
CTenthlp by the impotence, weakeneſſe, and nerde of him a- 
gainſt whom the treſpaſſe is done. And therefozeitis a very 
enozme and greeuous ſinne, tooppzefſe, perſecute, oꝛ ſpoyle, 
the impotent, abiec; oz needy perſons . And herteupon Salo- 
mon faith, Ve that tauntethj the-pwze doth vpbꝛaide his mas 
ker. And Moiſes faith: The Lozdgeueth ſentence fog the wi⸗ 
dow, and the Oꝛphante and loneth the ſtraunger. Whereup- 
pon it is witten by ſach as ſuſteine w2onge in manner as as 
loꝛꝛſaid, that their cryescame vato the cares of the Lozde of 
Sabaoth. 

Clenenthly by the aduerſitie ofthe neighbour agrinlf who 
the fault is committed , And heerenpon it is actoun ed a very 
greuous fault, to increaſe tribulation, oꝛ to doe uur p, vato 
them that are deſolate, afflicted, oz tempted; Since confozt : 
conſolation are due to ſuch as holy lob well witncfleth that 
he did ſaying. J did weepe ouer him that was affiicted, and J 
toke compaſſion in my ſoule vpon the poꝛe and needie man r 


in an other place. 
© y- TW. hen 
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When J ſatte(ſaith be) like a king that bath hisarmye a⸗ 
bout him, vet was A theconfozter of them that mourned, ther 
foꝛe a certatne wiſe man doth admont ch vs ſaying: Faile not 
them that wepe in conſolation. And the Apoltle ſaifh , Wee 
ſhould weepe with them that weepe. Bythelc things cverys 
man map conliver , the eno2mitie of his finnes againf his 
neighbour, as by reſpect of him againſt whom the offence is 
committed. And generally the greater damage oz euill that a 
ny man doth by treſpaſſing againſi his neighbour, ſo much v; 
moꝛe greeuouſly he ſinneth beyond his equalles in compart- 
ſon. And therefoze to dello oe a virgin is a very huge offence. 
Sclaunder alſo taketh awap the god name which is to be pꝛe 
ferred befoze ſiluer and gold. Pea and ſowing of diſcozde, 
which b2eaketh away and diminiſheth loue (that is to be pꝛe⸗ 
ferred befoze ſiluer, gold, and god name) they are very huge 
and enoꝛme offences, Yea, greater in all reſpeus then thefte. 
And againe the moꝛe that the matter of ſinne oz offente be, 
conſecrated vnto God, the greater is the offence .And laſt af 
all my welbeloued) it ſhalbee mitte fo; the viligentiye and 
wiſely to weigh the enoꝛ mities of thineowne offences com-- 
mitted againſt thy neighbour , by any manner of meanes. 
And that accoꝛding to the conſiderations:befoze rehearſed £4 
touched thou indeuour thy ſelfe wozthelp to cozrea them. Di ⸗ 
tigently (beereafter)to eſchne them and to behane thy ſelfe 
well and ozderly vnto all men actoꝛding to their ſtate, condi- 
tion 02 qualitie, euen as the Apoſtle teacheth to the Romans, 
ſaying. Gene vnto all men their due,feare vnto whom feare 
doth belong, and honoz to whom honour appertaineth. 


Of the enormitie of ſinne hauing conſidera 
tion to the ende and circum- 
ſtaunces. 


Kom. t. 


Artie. 12, 


gather 


he ſhame of ſrune. lol 
72 NGF Urthermoze the name ol cirtum ſtaunces in ac 
8 8 tions of vectue, is taken o2dinarily by circum⸗ 
7 * ſtance accozding to the place, fog as the place 

7 Iz JJ doth locally inupaon and ſtand about the mat⸗ 
ter o2 thing in hand. the which doth cuen touch 

it, and vet is vntoit an outward affedion: S o the conditions 
of humaine action s, which concerne the very actions them 


ſclues, and pet are without their ubſtaunce-arecalled circtio | 


ſtances. As Thomas in the firſt chapter of: his (econd treatiſe 
and the ſeauenth queſtion. There are(ſaith be lauen cir 
ſtaunces which are conteined in this verſe. | 
Who, what, where, by what helpe, why; how, and ho gd 
Fo aman muſt mar ke who did it; by what help, oꝛ aſſiſt: 
auncę he did — what place, what time, to what pur- 
poſe, and in what maner it was done. But fozalmuch as the 
ation taketh his pzoper kind by the ende oz purpoſe where- 
untoit tendeth, tberefoze wozke it ſelfe is of the ſubſtaunce 
of the action, And therefo:e when the endeand.wozke are ter 
med circumſtaunces, it is not to ha vnderſtode of the pꝛinci⸗ 
pall end oꝛ action, in that that it is pzoperly ; but it is ment 
by ſome end adiopned, and by ſome pzoperty applped about 
the wozk oz action. Or theſe circumſtaunces this one therfoʒe 
is of greateſt conſideration. That is to ſay: To whatende as 


ny thing is done. And thereloze to the maze butawfull;oz wi 


ked, ende, oz puppoſe, any thing be dane,thefault is ſo much 
the moꝛe aggreuated , And if any man pꝛetende his wozke to 
ſundzp ends o2 purpoſes, whicharefozbidden, the moꝛe, and 
the maze peruer ſe that their ends ba. ſo much greater is the 


enoꝛmitie of his finne.As tfany mũ un ſteale toþ end a pur⸗ 


pole that he may maintaine delightes, banquett ing, e wboꝛ · 
dome, yea oz to attaint thereby wozldtpp:omotion.Andtars 
thermozeif any man be of thewinyofgma men, pet if the end 
oꝛ purpoſe that he pꝛetendeth be vaine andlewd the thing the 
it ſelfe is vnlawfull, As it any man, pꝛaye, faſte , and geue 


almes; to obteine mens pꝛaiſes thereby . 2 foz aſmuch 
ui as 
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as by the teffimony of Dionyſus gedneſe is an entier cauſe, 
(that is toſay , whether all the cirtumſtaunces of vertue be- 
foze reherſed , do concurre ) and the defeces oz euils dee hap- 
pen by the omitting of any circumFaunces : Therefoze the 
greœuoulſneſſe of the finne is ſo much the greater, th: moze 
that the number of cirtumſtaunces be which are fozlakcn, 
andthe moze that the partie doth go from the eaten cir⸗ 
tumſtaunces of vertue it ſelfe. 

Hereupon let vs now not onely be ſozry that we doethoſe 
things which of their owne nature be vicious and abſolutcly 
euill, and doe alſo omit things that we ſhould doe: But alſo 
becauſe we haue ſinned in an intdueniẽt time; in a place. moze 
foʒbidden, to a very witked end and purpoſe, diſhoneſt mea 
nes, oꝛ alũiſtaunce, and in a moſt vnapt manner and faſhion, 
euen vnfearfully and varenerently altogether, we muſt con- 
fider alſo how offen,\and with what manner of perſon, with 
how great delight in ſinning , and with how great, oz what 
kind of offence to our neighbour - Foz the moze thatthe de- 
ſire of finning (A means the verie willingnefſe to euill ) be 
mozs bet thereunts , the fault is lo much the mes gzee⸗ 
uous. 

Likewile-itis comuenlant um tus mu cunidet ur he god 
things which we doe whither they be done in due time and 
place, with a right intent and reuerently, alſo. Fo2 it is moꝛe 
greyuous in the time of deuine ſeruite on the holydayes, and 
in the Church, to haue a wandzing minde, fo tattie, to loke 
gazing about, and to ſet minde , vpon vice and wickedneſſe, 
Lherefoze (my welbeloued ) indenour thy ſelfe to falfitl the 
god derdes whereunto thou art bounden, with the circums 
faunces befoze rehearſedas much as in the lieth and doe 
herdely conſider the greuouſneſſe of thy ſinnes , by all theſe 
things now befoze rehearſed which doe aggreuate ſinne and 


wickedneſſe. 


Ofthe 
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Of the deformitie, hatefulneſſe and loathſomnes 


N of ſinne by conſideration of it 
"FLY | ſelfe. 


Artic. I4, 


Aaken which is di bonoꝛed by line doth 
conſiſt ot an infinite great honourableneſſe, as 


* | tudged to be alſo of an infinite loathſomneſſe 
=D batefulneſſe and defozmitie. Fozaſmuch as 
it is diſpleaſing,and contrary,tothe devine will holineſſe and 
equitie, herreupon ſinne ought (by the la wes of God) neither 
to be committed noz to be allowed foz no cauſe, foꝛ no feare of 
damage, danger, 02 tozment, noz foz any loue of commoditis 
p2olperitie 02 tope , Pea, rather ſhould a man willinglye res 
ceaue and indure moſt greeuous death, then to incurre the 
leaſt ſinne. And wholoeuer doth either foz latter y, 
—— e, „ 
declare is imperfect 
leaſt al ache ü: 2 moꝛe 
baretull and moꝛe to be lied from. then any kind ofcuill in the 


paine 02 any kind at puniſhment | though it infernall) 
as touching that it is merely p — —— 
un afany tapment fl, 0 


diſcommoditic. but rather ought a uche to beat 
God: Foz to God, is as much 
EET: gadneſſeof God) 

wae wicked hp by ec 

d therefoze nou r howe 
irfrowarbnefl Wa they diſtant 

from trus perfection , NN dap and 
night ta doe thoſe things I toꝛbidden by the deuine 
Jawes:whichby ar arte hun lute da labour to dzaw 


Sui thoſe 
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thoſe things, vnto their conſent, with the which they may fut 

fill their moſt filthy deſires. And which &udy to be honoured, 
to be inritched, and to haue their p:opztetie in this world. 
Thereloꝛe let the ſtate of our mindes ſtand vnflerible. Let vs 
neither be puffed vp with pꝛolperitie noz yet overcome with 
aduerſity, Neither let vs fall hedlong from the way of righte- 
ouſnes thꝛough feare of mans diſpleaſure, rebuke, oz diſmay 

ing; and let vs beyond all compariſon-feare the death of the 

louie (which is ſinne) er e of the —_ 
body. 


ö Againſt choſe which do more feare, eſchewe; 
— 
chen the cuill of the | 

faulte. 


” Are, 
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eres the fipitng te aft bony 
8 — Then oth wore tht tyitiges bre, the 
FJ mozeto be fied from, and the moze deteſtable 
Fx VS Em . almuch as euill is 8 
that it is already euidkt that 
the evil of the fanttis vrimoſi 5 * 


tely 1 0810 
L bang 


5 


rebuke of their fnnes , 
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diſhonour of the higheſt God : Theſe be thoſe difo2vered and 

miſerable creatures, in whom pziuat loue doth weye downe 

godly lone, in whom ſeruile feare is greater then childiſh obe — 
dience, which doe moze honour, dzead, and eſteeme the fighte 

and judgement of the wozlv, then of God: neuer fearing to 
do that in the pꝛeſente and beholding of God himſelle, which 
they would be abaſhed to do in the ſight of a man being their 
judge in this woꝛld. Theſe are moze (020wfull foz their own 
tempoꝛ all oꝛ cozpo2ail diſcommonities,toſſes,o2 puniſhmets, 
then foz Gods diſpleaſure , foz the loſſe of grace, o2fozthe 
wounding of the ſouls . Theſe men doe pzetend and faine a 
certaine amendement , when the tudgement and examinati⸗ 
on of men is at hand, oz appzocheth .1But hen he is abſent, 
whom they feared and is not feared and is not loked foz , to 
returne ſhoztly vnto iudgment oz puniſhment.then they liue 
as they did befoze. Go to then ( welbeloued) let vs feare god 
moſt ſincerely, let vs (without al compariſon) hate the cuill 
of the fault , and hartely unbzace ſuch pamiſhment as is layd 
bppon vs. fag ſinne, yeaand let vs boare it patiently. And let 
vs mall faithfully bewaile and lament the hurts of the ſoule 
(that is nnes) moze then the loſſe of as,02 the 
afflictions of the body. Laſt of all, wee ſhall be able to accom- 
plich all theſe things, if wo marke effectually that ſaying of 
Salomon; By ſanne honoz Od, and thou ſhalt pꝛoſper. Be- 
ſides him, ſer thou feare no man. And againe he ſapeth, Hee 
that feareth God, doth tremble at nothing, and hee that fea- 
reth man ſhall come to veſiruction . A meane not that wee 
ought not at all to fears our ſuperiozs, ſince the Apoſtle Peter 
ſaith; Dernaunts be ſabiec vnto your maiſters with al fear, 
But my meaning is that they are not to be daeaded as men, 
but as Uicars and miniſters ot Gov, leaſt though the feare of 
them wooffend God by any meanes . Now pzay vnto the 
mol mercifyll God hartely and inceCauntly foꝛ grace, to ob⸗ 


taine the per fen ion in this article here deſcribed, 


How 


* 
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Hor ſundry men- vpon ſu cauſes and mo- 
tiues, doe eſchue — 
Artic. 16. 


1 noze there are ſomewhich ar withdzawne 
oP | — That is with 


God. — tons — ads not ac⸗ 
ceptable to God, vet ſuch kind of feare is not altogether 'vn- 
p2ofitable, in as much as it withdzaweth from nne. There 
is nothing that is done as it ought to be, oꝛ acceptable and 
pleaſing of God, vnleſſe that pꝛoceed of the charitie of God, t 
ber done by the laue of righteouſneſſe.As Auguſtine in the 24 
boke De Ciuitate Dei; vices (ſaith hee) are onctcome by a las 
bourſome difficultte- Neither is it poſſible todothatttuly dz 
ſincerely, but onely thzongh a delite in true righteonſneſſe. 
But they which doe ſerme ( by the meanes befoze rehearſed) 
to decline from euill, and to doe ſome god things are enill, 
and bnfaithfall ſeruaunts becauſe there rematneth in them 
an effec to ſinne, and a well lyking vato things that are cuil 
Df ſuch kind of ſeruaunts out ſaniour ſaith to his Apoſtles: J 
will not now call pou ſeruauntes , fo2 the ſeruaunt knoweth 
not what the maiſter voth. And againe, ſome doe eſchue ſins, 
in hope ot reward x deſire ofenerlaſting feclicitie. In thels 
men the lone of God is not perfecn + altogether ſincere with- 
out diſſimnulation, becauſe thep are bended backwards towar 
des themlelues, beholding and thinking of their hier and re⸗ 
ward. But it ſuch doe moze regard and affec their owne com 
moditie then the bono; of God: Af they be moze induced by 
the affection'of pꝛiuate fone, then by the motion ot deuine 
char itie, vnto the doing of god wozkes, then they deſerue no 
thing, and are rightly named mercenary men . Heuertheles 
it is lawfull to ſerue God, by the beholding the reward. and 
by the affection to heauenly fclicity- > 

| 0 
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So as the honoꝛ of God be pꝛeferred befoze a mans obne re- 
ward, and that the very reward of bleſedneſſe which is deſt- 
red, be oʒdered and diſpoſed to the honoꝛ and gloꝛy of God. 

The which who ſo doeth, he ſhall not onelye not be a merce⸗ 
nary, but furthermoze a frieude: becauſe he loueth God, ann 
righteoaſnes aboue all things. Whereas they which are not 


perkea, are accompted to haue a beginning feare 02 mired 
d2ead: bicauſe they withdzawe them ſelues from ſinnes, and 
doe alſo apply them ſelues to vertnes , partly by the feare of 
the puniſhments ok hell, oꝛ theſe tempozal and pꝛeſent pains 
and partly by the hope vf heauenly rewards, Not withſtan⸗ 
ding the laue ol God in them) doth ouerweye pꝛiuate loue, 
and they deſire the honoz and glozyof God both fir ſtly and ft + 
nally. And therefoꝛe they are in the tate of health and grace. 
Farthermoze there are others, which withdzawe themſelnes 
and depart from ſinnes, and doe god, by the onely loue of the 
denine godhead, and the true and ſincere zeale of his honour, 
being conuerted feruently with their whole mind vnto God. 
And ſuch deſire oꝛ couete nothing els (at al)but that God be⸗ 
ing gloꝛious and holy, ſhoyld be in all things honoured and 
loued, and doe neuer think on the reward, noz haue a reſpect 
thereunto. Which bow not backe towarve themſelues, but 
rather doe alfogether die vnto themſelues , to the ende they 
may molt purely line vnto God. As the Apoſtle witneſeth, 
ſaying Jliae not now, but Chꝛiſt liueth in me. Furthermoze 
if theſe men, doe at any time think vp on their reward and de 
fire it, that ſhall not pzocede of inoꝛdinate backbending to⸗ 
wards themſelus, but by a charitable relation vnto God, and 
becauſe it is Gods will and pleaſare that they ſhould deſire e⸗ 
ternall lelicitie, as men confirmed in godneſſe and happilpe 
enioping Gad: that they ſhonld moſt perfec!ye applye their 
whole minde vnto his honoz,loue + pꝛaiſes. And ſo the lone of 
reward ſhal not repugne the perfeni of charity. Theſe be þ 
friends + ſonnes of God, whoſe mindes are conuerted into þ: 


molt pure affects of deuine charitie 45 * of NO 
nd 


lohn.rs 
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And theſe men do in all places and at all tymes behane them 
ſclues verteonfly: becauſe the reaſon of well doing, is vni⸗ 
fo2me, pure, and ſtable in them. euen as God, himſelfe , bees 
ing the perfect loue, the zeale of very rightedulneſle, the pꝛe- 
ſence of the Diutnitie, the loue of pureneſſe, the mighty affe 
cion of deuine honoure, the well pleaſing of god and honeſt 
things, x of all vertues. Now then ( me welbetoned bꝛother) 
fp from vice and exerciſe godneſle , rather by the moſt pure 
loue of God, the zeale of equitie, and affection to pureneſſe, 
then either by feare of paines, oꝛ reſpect of rewards, Andif 
thou haue not yet attained that perfection , pzaye vnto God 
therefoze, and in the meane while fiye from fins . At the 
leaft, by feare of eternall damnation, and the lone of the hea- 
uenly bleſſedneſle, 


That wee are not able in this life fully to com- 
prehend the enormitie of 
ſinne, | 


Artic. 17. 


w==>- © Auguſtine ſpeaketh in the 21. boke de ci- 
i uitate Dei, the paine and eternall puniſhment 
Is which is appointedfoz tempozail ſins, doeth 
JF therofoze ſeeme hard and vniuſt vato mans \f- 
cea, becauſe in this life we lacke that ſence 
and vnderſtanding of the higheſt and pureſt wiledome , by 
the which it might be perceiuedhow much wickednes is com- 
mitted in pꝛeuarication and diſſembling with God, Foz ws 
haue already manifoldly ſhewed that the enozmitie of nne 
ts ſo much the greater as the godneſle of God is greater, bes 
foze the which the fraile govnefſe is by ſinne pꝛeſerred. And 
like wiſe that the higher Gods maieſtie and authozitie are, 
which by unne art diſhononred, yea how mich the greater 
Gods polineſſe and equitie de, which doe abhozre the _— 
ne 
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neſte of ſinne. And againe ibe greater that gods tharitie be to 
wards vs, and the moze and better that his be neſites be, which 
be hath beſtowed vypon vs . And becanſe we ate not able to 
comp2chend in theſe fleſhly fences and natur all minde , the 
vnmeaſurableneſſe of the deuine bountie , the vndeſcriable 
highneſſe of the deuine maieſtie, the moſt clear infiniteneſls 
of the deuine holineſſe and equitie, and the greatneſſe of t be 
devine loue, and of his benefittes to warde vs,nay rather that 
we are not able with a cleere eye, to behold them: J doe ther⸗ 
foze certainly beleue that we can not fully know, the enoꝛmi 
tie of ſinne whileſt we ate in this eſtate. Þereupon the per⸗ 
fect and holy men, the moze ſincerely and lottily that they did 
behold God in this wozld, 4 did in their mindes( being light- 
ned and annointed from aboue ) the moze diligentlye marke 
thole thinges ; whereby theenozmitie is aggreuated and the 
better perceiued ( whereof 4 haue already handled many) ſo 
much the mo2e , they deſpiſed , humbled and cozreded thein- 
ſclues, prag Nd molt vebamentlyponder-beunile e chaGliſe; 
the leaſt ſinnes. | 
b Co conclude, oneſinneis aggreuated by an other. Since 
therefoze, the ſinnes ol our affections; ſpeeches thinges com- 
mitted andomitted, be ſa many that they exc@d and eſcaps 
the knowledge and nombzing of our thoughts and mindes , it 
is certaine that we cannot vnder ſtand the eno2mitie of our 
vices, but by a very ſingular grace from God ; And therefo2e 
it is wzitten, who vnderſtandeth his faultes ? purge me O 
Lord from my hidden faults: and from offences vnknowen Paal. 8. 
Dereupon we ought in all er hetten we ovght (byright) 
patiently and with all gladneſſe ta ſuſtaine all aduerfities 
whatſoeuer happen vnto vs, fozour ſohiddenlurking many: 
and great offences. But becauſe we dot not ponder no2 con 
fider the eng2zmitie of aur fins, becauſe we doe not humble 
our harts low inough befoze God, becauſe in aduet ſities wee: 
dat not giue thankes vnto God, which loueth vs ; TE 
it 8 


Ly 
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vs, and chaſtiſeth vs, but being overcome with impatiente, 
we fall not into diſozdinate ſozrow and baſenes of courage, 
Pea further bicauſe the other things a litle befoze rehearſed, 
which do aggreuate ſinne aſwell on the behalfe of the inner, 
and of the obiec 02 matter whereabouts the linne is commit- 
ted, as alſo by meanes of the endes and cittumſtaunces are 
lo many and ſo great in perticulat itie, that none of vs canne 
diſtinaly know them all: Therefoꝛe we are not able fully to 
bnoerſtand the greuouſneſſe of our unnes - But we ought 
infinitely to humble our ſelues, and hartely to call vpon the 
deuine clemency, and onely to bzeathe to; oz take comfozt in 
the mercies of God. And to ſay with the true penitent ſinner 
mine iniquities haue auer taken me, and J had no power to 
ſee them. And againe: our iniquities are multiplied oner our 
heades. And in an other place, our finnes are growne vp to 
heauen. Laſt of all: though we can not fully compzehend the 
hugeneſſe and enoꝛmitie of our wickednes , Vet by that moſt 
—ä the iuſt God ap · 
th fo2 our ſinnes, it appeareth doubtleeſſe that they art 
U— ——— God doeth 
yet neuet theleſle even in hell, mingle mercy with his iuſtice, 
inthat he puniſhe ih leſſethen we wozthely deſerue. And pet 
the enozmitie of any moꝛtali ſinne(how litleſo euer it bee) is 
fo great, that there is no creature in the whole woꝛld . ſo wel- 
beloned of God, but he would hate him and damne him (foz 
cuer,)foz one of theſe gꝛteuous ſinnes, if he finde it in him fi- 
nally, at his ending · Yea, and ſo great is the enozmitie of ſin, 
that it maketh the ſinner ſo diſpleaſing vnto God as hee him- 
ſelfe doth not remember any god thing which the ſinner did 
befoze- As our Lo2zdanviudge dothteftifie by Ezechiel ſap⸗ 
tug, if the iuſt man doe turne away himſelle, and wozke ini⸗ 
quitie, 3 will not remember all the righteouſneſſe which hee 
bath done. Therefozehe that ſtandeth, let him take hecd that 
be fall not, no man is ſure! And in the Pꝛouer bs it is ſaid: 
Blciled is the man which is alwayes fearfull. And furthers 
mos e 
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moze how great the enoamitie of inne is, it may hereby bee 
marked, that no creature wag fitte, to make ſatiſſadion foz þ 
ſinne and tranigreſſion of mankinde , and to take away the 
ſame, but it became the very onely of God, yea,and 
it behoued (by a tertaine means) the trus and vnmeaſurable 
God, to be incarnate, and to ſuſter and die, foz the redempti ; 
on of men from the gilt of ſinne⸗ If thou mark theſe thinges 
rightly(my welbelaued) thou ſhalt abhozre ſins, thou ii alt be 
waile them, and fip from them, And ſhalt warely bebaue oy 
ſelle befo;e the pꝛeſente of the deuine mateſtie, 


Ofthe ſandry effe&sand hurts that come 
| by ing, | 


Arti. 1G \ * 


— Dntrarye canſes are accuſtomed to havecon- 
rar eſfedes. But linnes and their vicious 

| 2 — I 
| SZ} — (6; hartwl, and iamkoſatts” 
And as ver tues and the gifts of the holy ghoſt 

doe make the ſtrengthes and fozces ofthe-ſoule to be readye, 
pꝛompt and eaũilꝑ enclined to wel doing, (by means 
and wozking of the holy ghoſt ) very well and ready 
thereunto . So ſinne and vicious qualities, doe we 
the foꝛces beloꝛe named, and dzawe them backward fron 
godneſle, make them weake and vnready to doe well, pꝛont 


and pꝛompt to euill, _ — eennenss 


| WitneCeth. — nga 1s ey of the frs 


— of eee 
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Therefo2e to the end that wo may oder l ye p2ocerde , wee 
muſt firſte ſay that ſine doeth deſpoyle the minde of the free 
giftes of grace, of chat itie pourtd dyon vs / and of all the othet 
vertues which pꝛocerde ol the giftes of the holy Oholk, which 
make vs acceptable vato God. 


Secondarilp, it blotteth and defileth the ſoule, which blot- 
ting doth accompany the ſpoile — — an ile. and is tye 
loſe of the (pititmal beutie and - Nozencnasin 
cozpozallmatters, a blof 02 ſpokis the lolo of p2 oper bewrp, 
and comlineſſe by the getting ol any foule thing : ſo in ſpiritu⸗ 
all things, a blot is ſet foz the loſſe of ſpirituall comlineſſe. 
Now the ſoule hath two kinds of comelineſſe,the one is of the 
naturall light oꝛ reaſon, that other is of the deuine lightning 
by grace, Furthermoꝛe if the ſoule cleaue faffe fo theſe baſe, 
earthly and carnall things, it doth wozke altogether againſt 
the light of the naturall reaſon, and the grace of deuine beau- 
tifting. And ſo the ſpirituall comlineſſe as touching the natu- 
tali light)is diminiſhed and darcknedꝛ but (as touching the 
light ol grace) it is altogether taken away, 


Thirdly, inne bindeth unto petpetunll paine. As Iude in 


his canonttall epiſtle ſalti of the wicked: that a depthe of 
datckenes is reſorued foz them lo ener. And it is red in the 
Apocaliplealſo:the wicked and vngodly man ſhalbe tozmen- 
ted with fler and bꝛimſtone, and the ſmoke of his kozments 
hal oe vp fo2 ener and euer. | 

rthiy;ſinne doth make þ tonttiente it ſeifo bitter vn 
velit, Kon as that wilemã teftin'w2iting,a troubled colcitce 
doth pꝛeſume hozrible things. Whervpon one — 
doth afficme laping: The ſound of terroz is ener 8 
of the wicked. Therefoze leremie ſpoaketh cayin 
bnpteaſantfozthee to haue left the Aung God. 


ate 
unne 
re- 0 


doth engender a inthy confetence, 

mozle of the an euill man ſaping: here 
gladneſſe — 2 le haue 
no et eee 6} νç¾I c α 


. iftly, 


The 


ſhame inne. z 
Fiftly, inne doth harden and indurate the mind, ſo that it 5 
— — — 


— 
— —ñä— — 


themoꝛe ha ertath aridgoeth affray; Lak ing euil things fo; 
god things, lalſe foz true. I 


to ſome in Deueronomir: Gov hab nat — 
; 
| be) bart of vnderſtanding, audeyes that, a cartes that 1... ... 
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x Therefo:e to the end that we may ozderlye pꝛocœde, wee 
maſt firſte ſay that ſinne doeth deſpople the minde of the free 
giſtes of grace, of charitie poured vpon vs.and of all the other 
vertues which pꝛocerde ol the giftes of the holy Ghoſt, which 
make vs acceptable vnto God, 

Sccondarily, it blotteth and defileth the ſoule, which blof- 
ting doth accompany the ſpoile of thole free giftes, and is the 
lolle of the ſpirituall beutie and comlineſſe. Foz encn as in 
cozpozali matters, a blot oꝛ ſpot is the loſe of p: oper bewrp, 
and comlineſſe by the gettingofany foale thing:ſo in ſpiritu⸗ 
all things, a blot is (et foz the loſſe of ſpirituall comlineſſe. 
Now the ſoule hath two kinds of comelineſſe, the one is of the 
naturall light o2 reaſon, that other is of the deuine lightning 
by grace, Furthermoꝛe if the ſoule cleaue faſte to theſe baſe, 
earthly and carnall things, it doth wozke altogether againſt 
the light of the naturall reaſon, and the grace of deuine beau⸗ 
tifiing. And ſo the ſpirituall comlinefſe(as touching the natu- 
tali light) is diminiſhed and darckned: but (as touching the 
light ol grace) it is altogether taken away, 

Thirdix, anne bindeth unto perpetuall paine. As Iude in 

3 hiscanonicall epiltle'ſaith of the wicked : that a depthe of 

4poc.14. darckenes is reſetued foz themfoz euer. And it is red in the 

Apocaliplealſo:the wicked and vngovly man ſhalbe tozmen- 

ted with fier nd b2imftorre}, and the ſmoke of his tozments 
ſhal goe vp fo2 euer and euer. 

Foarthly,ſinne doth make þ conſciente it ſelfe bitter qvn- 

pleſat. F02 as that wiſemã left in w2iking, a troubled colcifce 

doth pꝛeſume hozrible things. Wihervpon one of Iobs friends 
doth afficme ſaping 2 The ſound of terroz is ener in the eares 
of the wicked. Therefoze leremio ſpeaketh laying: it bitter : 
brpteaſantfo2thee to haue left the Lo2d thy God, Fb2 ſinne 
doth engender a pztute anawing in thy conſcience , when re⸗ 
moꝛſe of the (ame vexeth an euill man ſaving: heere ſpirituall 
gladneſſe inward peacs, and ozderip mee as lollitte haue 
no pact (ho-ictaninens; | | 

Fiftly, 


— — 
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Fiftly, nne doth þarden andindurate the mind, ſo that it 5 
is not able to reteiue compunction and grace, Neither doeth 
the-wo2de of Ood enter into the lecrete partes thereof. But 
both teſiſt god and boleſome things: vnleſſe God giueth the 
molt merke and clement help oi his almightie gracs. And ſo 
moliſie the heart. And therfoze Salomon in his bake of Po- Pro. it, 
aerbs both atfirme:the wicked (ſateth he) when he commeth 
into the depths of nne, doeth not regard it, And in Eſay, Ood 
(aith to him that is filled with vice enil qualittes: q knowe 
that thou art dard harted. And thx necke is like vnto aftele 
bote. And thy foebtad is of bzale. Theſe that are thns in- 
durate do not -blaſb at their cuil derdes, but rather reioyce whe 
they haue done euilt and trimmph in moſte wicked things. 
Wherebpon leremje doeth witneſſe of ſuch ſaying : Thon 
| halt a face like the fozehead of an harlot: ſo that thou woul- 


daft not bluſh. Fus the lunger. moze greenoaſty,o2 oftener, 
that a man ſinneth, the moze his reaſon and vnderſtanding 
is blinded. And the man that his reaſon is blinded, ſo much 


— tg Can ing evil things to: 
god foz true. Hurtful vaine and vyle things, tos 


healthfull,certatne and and pꝛetious 
| — — — 6 


molt 6ithie fight. Perevpan we reade in the 
3 Thou haſta eB" 
02 


. 
: 
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11:4. The ſhame c funne. 
Fo2 Inde not thy moꝛttes full befoze ide A od m God. 
Dinne ä . 
b2ing to nothing. Betauſe lune it ſelii is nothing 
men by ſinning tome ta nothing. eder 
ing not of nature) hut af gract e nen 
2 Cightly, one ſinne doth dꝛawwe and diſpoſe a man-bnfo &- 
notyer , So the ſinne which followeth voeth betoms bury 
a finne and the patne of q ian Fox ef it tale ic is Gig) 111 
And byreſpect of the ſinne whichwenbbefoze it, ie is alio the 
payne ol a ſiane. Bicauſe the ſinner bythedeſeets df the fo 
mer fiane doth iuſtly deſerur td de malen of GU Süd ra 
ſalleth into lundeꝝ vices . . Mader t upon neten g te O. 
go d ſinne which is not waſhed ama be repentaifte 
doth by nee, one tu anntier iu p pia 
and way. en Toad eget ed 2m 2 
3 \inthive; Anme dyuth make fuch. berfüpue be des- which 
were done beloze to bee vntruitfult and aveth' exelude man 
from the glozy ofthe heaurniy kingdame. As it wyitten Let 
the wicked be taken a war leatte der ſhould i the gloę of 
God dena med umu zun collate een c, 
10 Tenthly, ot a member ot᷑ Chꝛiſt, itmaketh one a member 
of the Diuell. Foz as byfaith we are incoꝛpoꝛat in ſa 
by deadly ſünne, (leſtng faith we are incoppozat in 
who is the head and pxinte oſthe vniuſ. 51 2403 
* Eleuenthty, itmakethmpn{whoought tu de the Tem 
ple of God) ta be libe vntu hell. . 
cold. ſtintke, darknes, woꝛmes, tonfuſion, thirſt, and hate⸗ 
fulneſſe; of all that is god andhmeft:Soina ſinner there are 
the firs ol anger, impaciente, and eduetaulneſle. the cold uf en⸗ 
uie, the ſtinche ol lechery and riot, the mob me ui rbnſetctice; 
of coticnpifcencs; dilazdet um php ü ol ide 


12 
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As ib is written. 
as the duſt which the wind dꝛiueth from the face of the carth: 
decavlgthoir — nave faſt vnto the higbeſt, vnthan 
geable,only true t malt perfect goodnes. Therfoze they'wans 
der in created, j art deuided in minde, t are moſt vn; 
ozdinately affected, Mhereupon Iercmic ſpeattcth ſaping:Ie- 
ruſalem hath committed ſinne.and therefoze it is become vn⸗ 
| ſedfaff, Furthermore euen as the bayte vponthe-hoke-doeth 
le the fiſh-, So goth ſinne beguile the ſinner , Bicauſe 

whilos. he doth vaineiy-and wickedly delight therein. At bein 
geth bim to euor laſting ſoꝛrow. Vereupon Auguſtin in his 1 4 
De ciuitate Dei, doth attirme ſaying. Wemay welſay, 
at all anne is a xe. Foꝛ wedoe not fine (ſaith he) but of a 
deſire that god may come to vs. And yet of alſtnne euil com- 
1 55 ine, ſinne doth make the linner like vntoa fer 
ele gogtb.pppon dis bꝛeſt, ann eateth the carth. Cuẽ 
Kane homer dg and do ſt riur to fill and 


doth moꝛe and 

———.— bat e 
Tg the her that burneth him in hell · Ven he lerueid him 
requixeth andſeketh nothing but his eternall dampna⸗ 


and will lo much the moꝛe tozment him, the greater ſer⸗ 
— he bath done him. Further moꝛe ſinne doth take as 
ay 8 libertie. Ind, maketh thereof moſt miſeradle bon · 
SFF 
u that ſinneth is the ſernaunt of ſinne! Tbereſoꝛe 
in his ſou ih boke Do ciuitate Dei: Doth tonfeſſe 
fe. . man. But 
the wicked (ſaith ba) dea, altheugb be retane; is yet tbr ſer- 
ol as many iaiſters as he hath vices · And ngaine in 
uf th hoze hy ſaach bat the will or man is ter tiuelre 
it is not in bondage to bite o ünnes. 


D if, righteoul⸗ 


the wicked ſhall walke about : fo: thepare! 


omon in the boke of his Prouerbs pꝛoteſfeth : I hat po. 


Rom. 6. 
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righteouſnefſe doeth raiſe vp and-enable the people. But 
ſinne(ſayeth he) doeth make people miſerable . Foz if payne 
make a man miſerable, and the fault much moze miſerable, 
then ſhall it ſo much the moꝛs in all reſpectes make him mi⸗ 
ſerable,as the fault ia, moze deteſtable thenthepaine is. 

Wherevpon Auguſtine in the eleyenth-booke de Trinitate 
ſayeth: to wil oz deſire'(ſapeth he) that which is not decent, is 


a moſt miſerable thing. And againeſaieth he, enery man is 


made milerable by onely euill deſtre.1But moze miſerableby 
power thereof, Fox thereby the deſires of an euil thought are 
fulfilled. And becaule the ſinner doeth cleane and ſticke fall 


vnto vaine things, therefoze fine doeth finally leaue him 
(which ſinneth) vayne and voive of all things . As the Apo 
ſile ſayeth tothe Romanes: Whatfrute had you then 
is toſay infinnes when you inned) in thoſe things whereat 
vou now doe bluſhe. Foz the ende thereof is death. Frrther- 
moze linne doth chiefely greeue the finner, at the tyme of his 
death. Foz it maketh him ſozrowſall foz the loffe of the tem- 


pozall things (that is toſaye : The delightes, riches, and 


then voechicfely indeudur to dꝛawe the ſinner into deſpera⸗ 
tion and manye other eatls. And then the wicked is loꝛrow⸗ 
full that be hath loſt and ſpent his tyme fo viciouſty and vn⸗ 
fruitfully — — — 
bly greeue the vniuſt. Becauſe theyſhewe are be⸗ 
foze the tult iudgement ot God moſte wozthie of euerlaſting 
papne e confaſton. And then they mourns ta deare that ter - 
ribls wozde : Goe you accurſed into everlaſting fire. And do 
bnrepairaby holde them as turned away fromthe high god⸗ 
nelle and fountayne of true felicitie And laſtip: As ſinnes 
are hurttul to them that are in ſinne themſelnes,enen fo they 
greeue thoſe which by repentance doe withdzawethemſetnes 
from finnes, | 
Firf, 


. 
* 
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Firſt, becauſe it neuer recouereth the glozie of the firſt 
innocencle. As a mapde once dello med can neuet bee a vir- 
gin againe. 

Secondarily,becauſe it bzingeth vs fo paine g penaltie. 

Thirdly, becauſe it kepeth man back from glozie. F02 the 
penitent ſhall not enter vntill, thzough Chzilt his merites 
N be borelkozed to the purenellc which pe had in 
baptiſme. 

Fourthly,becauſe ho ſhall neuer recouet the time pal „ 
loſt, the which he might haue gayned with reward Pea and 
it happeneth often times that the ſinner being penitent doth 
vet (by the dꝛegges and reliques of his olde actuſtomed ſins) 
become moꝛe cold in his affections, moꝛe readie to the loth- 
ſomneſe of god things, darker in his vnderſtanding, wea- 
ker to doe well, and much moze fraple and feble to reſiſt the 
euill. And therefoze Auguſtine in his elenenth booke de ci- 
uitate Dei ddeth ſays: Dur mynde (ſayeth he) in the which 
reaſon and underſtanding naturally haue reſidence, doeth 
become vnable and weake (by cer taine colde anddarkeſom 
vices) not onely to cleaue to the fruition of God but alſo to 
beare and abpde that vnchangeable light. Untill ſuch time 
that being from day to day healed and renewed , it maye be 
—— felicifie . Whereby it is mani⸗ 
feſt howe fooliſhly they behane themſelues which fozeflowe 
their conuerſions and ſaye, that after a certayne time they 
wil be altogither converted yet remayning the meane while 
in their vices and wickedneſle . Foz they doe not rightlye 
into howe many daungers; perils, and hartes they 
fall in the eam ae And ane ans datum 
burt many men. 


5 him which finneth 

ly, the neighbours — edyhobin 
Betauſe in the meane while the neighbour thereby taketh 
offente>and the Church it ſelfe , which is an armie to with- 


Tande the Dinell, is (by a 5 8 of meane) ons 
; by 


14 


44 


Luke. 11. 
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by alſd dimiiniſhev,aud weakened , by bun which is wicked 
lytonuer ſant and occupypede 1 

Thir dly, it hurteth allo thoſe 5 are dampncd. Vetauſe the 
moꝛe that diſceud into hel the greater hozroz, howl ing, 4 £02- 
ments there are. Fo2 that pzoucrb hath there no place which 


Faith :Solatiym eſt miſeto, ſocium habere miſeriæ. 


- Fourthlyit burteth (hy a tertaine meane) the bleſſed in 
their babitations. By meane of ſubtraction, Foz the greater 
moe copious that the number ofthe bleſſed is, the te warde 
accidental is thereby made the greater, b the happie ſocietie, 
. of them glozying in anathers le licitie. 

nd laſtiy, the ſinner doth incurte many euils & dangers, 
— — - F02 his faultes are made the 
greater, ſo moꝛe hardly to be ſoꝛgiuen. As Ieremie witneſ⸗/ 
ſeth ſaying: How vple art thou made by returning vnto thy 
ear err a hee is the hardlyer and moze 


befaze the 

ſan. As Auguſtine — — Poze prg- 
uailed the encreaſing euil then the uncuſto med godnes · aſt» 
ly euen the ſinner himſelf becommeth maze impotent to tiſe. 
And thus behold my welbeloued) hom many t how valpea- 
kable euil things a man doth incurrobꝝ ſinning. And ſurely 
if thou do not amend thy life by reading and knowing the(s 
þucts- and dangers which come by lin. It thau do not de⸗ 
teſt andabhozre ſinne,ifthou do not walke in pureneCe ol life 
befoze Gov, then ſhalt thou be vnercuſably repzouedafgreat 
fauites by thine owne vertues. And ſhalt not doe that which 
beconmeth the natur all godnes of thine excellent wit. Fo 
it is apparant by thele things howe truely Auguſtine ſpake 
in his twelfth beokg e laying; e en 

ure. 
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nature. And by that meane it is contrarie to nature. And vet 
by that vice nature is apparant to bo great and laudable, u: 
by what meanes ſoeuer vice be blamed, by the ſame vndoub⸗ 
cl erty ma Foꝛ the — 
therebya — rn oe | 


Ls ny 


of the infinite mercicof God: 
I. | rv, 1% LEO 
© — — 


J/) the enoꝛmitie, filthineſſe and impietie of 
S& /X{ finne. And it is now thereby made mas 


rage, 02 bebzoken with deſperation, 92 faint with ouermuch 
ſozrowe, 02 pyne and wyt her awaye with vndiſcreete curyo- 
ſitis, Nee will ſaye ſomewhat againe of the.incomp:chen- 
ſible and vnmealurable merties of God-: And therefoze as 
the goodneſſe ol God is yure, infinite andmoſtptentifull, ſo 
the ſwerteneſſe of his liberalitie, and his clemencie is aito⸗ 
gither vnſpeakable, viilimitable,and vnexcogitable. Excees 
dingandinlinitely paſſing; all our mallice, nerde, and mi- 
ſerie, — —— paſſe alittle 
pe 
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the grent he aye ofthe whole woꝛrlde doeth 
the leaftſede that is. Let no man ther⸗ 
by the enazmitie of vites. — — ta 
an extreme iniur ie to thediuinermercye; And | 
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how full of iniquit ie ſo euer they be, it they do truely repent) 
were lelle then his wickedneſle.To conclude, is not the mer⸗ 
cy of the glozious God, and he which is onely to bee woꝛſhip⸗ 
ped, moſt infinite , who in euerye moment doeth perceine fo 
many ſinnes to be done in this woꝛ lde, and ſeth himſelfe to 
be dihonoured.deſpiſed, and blaſphemed, ſo vnſpeakably, of 
ſo manye ſinners, and yet doth pzeſerue them in being, doth 
vnceCſantly communicate vnto them, the goods of nature, 
and of foztune,doeth nour ich them, cloth them, and pꝛouyde 
fo2 them, yea ſince accoꝛding to that which hath bene layde 
befoze)the enoꝛmitie of ſin is ſo incompzehenſible,euen there · 
in the wonderfull great, and infinite pitte of God, doeth ap⸗ 
peare,that he neuer will vouchſafe to be reconciled oꝛ to be- 
bolde, oʒ to reteiue into his grace and fauour, the man with 
whome he were but once offended oz diſpleaſed by ſinne? 
And behold euen thoſe of whome he hath been ſooften times 
offended.byſuch greenous ſinnes, by whome he hath berne lo 
often contemned;and ſet behinde earthly things in compa» 
riſon, he doeth not anely vouchſafe to retetue them vnto foz- 
giueneſſe, grace and fauour, but often times he doeth pꝛeuent 
them in vncompzehenſible pyetie, and — — 
their heartes(by in ward compunction) vnto ſaluatton:taking 
from them althardneſſe of heart . And filling them with ſo 
much grace andgwdneſſe,that the ſame doeth nowe molle a⸗ 
bound, where befoze iniquitie was moſt abundant. And ſo of 
molt hatefal enimies, they are made moft deare and actep⸗ 

table vntoGod: therfoze we mult not diſpaire ſoʒ any tying. 
Fo2 aſmuch as Godby his mercie doeth patientlyabyde ſin⸗ 
ners,voth gentlyreuoke them, doch diſlemble, and deferre re- 
uenge and puniſhment, doth deliver them from many x ma- 
nikold dangers,doth liberally x freely give them grate: doth 
multiply that which he hath giuen doeth kerpe andpzeſerue 
that which he bath multiplyed, & dothreward va 
things that which he hath kept and pꝛe ſerued. To con 
Gon doth loxfalty receine vntorepentance the liner, 
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retourneth vnto him, doeth mollifie his heart, doeth quickly 
fo2giue the offence which he committed. And alter ſuigiue⸗ 
neſſe doth neuer remember the iniurie. Againe, God or his 
mercie doth ſend vs aduerũities to pꝛoue our patience withat; 
he giueth vs pꝛoſperitie that he map pꝛouoke vs to loue him. 
And by his mercte doth. bing againe vnto himlelf thoſe that 
goe aſtraye,and doeth gupde vnto him ſuch as returne, doethy 
raiſe vp them that fal, doth ſtaꝝ and hold vp them that ſtand, 
and doeth lead vato gloꝛie all ſuch as doe perſcuere in godli⸗ 
neſle. 15chold how great and how verie vnſpeakable,incom- 
p2chenſible and vumeaſaurable, the clemencie of. our God is 
eſpecially vppon his elects And yet let no man ſinne the bol- 
der by this conſideration at the dinine mercies ,- pzeſuming 
molt faliſhly vpõ Gods benignitie. F02 he is accurſed which 
ſinneth thzongh hope. Foz the better, moze merke 4 clement 
that we knowe God to be, ſo much the moze intentiuely wer 
ought to lone him, and not to diſhonour oz diſpyſe him. 
Wherefoze betwene deſperation and pzeſumption, let vs 
oblerue a ſapientall meane, hoping with feare and fearinge 
with hope. And ſo let vs continually be carefully and feare- 
fully converſant befoze God, 


Of choſe things by conſideration whereof,ſinnes be 
| the more effectually auoyded. 
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pere are many e atmoſt innumerable thinges 
28 8 ba | which onght to enduce vs unto the auoyding e 
165 WE; {| echuing of ines, Firſtythe conſiveration of 
2 7 e 90 

= ceitfulnefle of this pzeſent life, Fon what is our 
life, but a ſmoke moſt ſwiftly vaniſhing, anda moyſture fa- 
ding bylitle and litle, foʒ our daes are like a ſhadow vppon 
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noꝛ do alwayes e euery 
Ind therefo:eeuen as the v line lo do they make anende. And 
they do moſt vnhappily diſhonoz God:whiles they are pet 
ſound and in health, £ at the time oftheir death they ar molt 
muſtly of him foꝛſaken, deſpiſed t condemned. Is it not then 
moꝛe wholſom ta tontemne this life foz the laue of that moſt 
happie and eternal life which is to come 2 To abiecall the 
vanitie and impietie thereof, and to cleaue moſte faithfully 
faſt vnto that dinine eternall and vnmealurable godneſſe. 
Vc holde in this pzeſent and moſt vnſtedfaſt life, we muſt 
of neceſſitic baue regard either ta eternall felicitie d euerla⸗ 
ſting dampnation.Choſe then (my we lbeloued) that which 
thou perceiueſt to be moſt holeſome fo2 ther. And hate eſchews 
and deteſt moſt hartily all kind of ſinnes, 

Secondarily,the diligent conſideration of death dothnot 


a little pꝛeuaile tomakevs eſchewe and anoid ſinnes, which 


death doth moſt ſwiftly and vnceſſantly appꝛoch. At which 
time the vicious life which nowe delighteth vs, ſhall hane a 
molt miſerable end, Fo2 then the petuerſe 4 wicked, . 


do tleaue moꝛt and maꝝe bent to this waꝛiu then vato 
wall ſeeke but truce ſoꝝ one houre And oute theit lanes 
march on with them. 22 f 1111444333 } 5 Tx 
Thirdly , the conſideration ofthe hinbeſt t moſt rigo:ous 
ſtraigbeneſſe of Sods iudgement. As tu thinke 4 
ble thing it Walbe ſtraightwayes aſter drath to be pꝛeſented 
vefoze the triuunal ſeat of Chaiſt,to be uf him moſt uſtty lu: 
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diuels, and of our oon conſcience,and to be ſcene and lounde 
vicious be foꝛe him. Alſo the conſideration of the laſt general 
indgement which is to come in the end of the woꝛ ld. Which 
wil be lo terrible as no tongue is able to conceine the ſame. 
Therefoze whoſoeuer doth deepeiy conſider how miſerable, 
ſozrowful ehozriblea thing it wilbe , then with bodie and 
ſoule togodowne into the infernal pit, to fall headlong into 
everlaſting ſler, being ſhut in the moſte tenebꝛous pꝛilon of 
hel there deſperately to remalne foꝛ euer, to haue the moſte 
doloꝛous company and ſocietie ot diuels, and to be there vn⸗ 
teſlantly toꝛmented moꝛe then can be told: That man doubt⸗ 
leſſe will auopd and eſchewe ſinnes Whoſoener wil bewail 
thoſe which he hath alr eadie committed, will hvepe his heart 
with fearefull watch! 

Fourthly,theeffcctal conſideration of the whole infernal 
paniſhment. And therefoze if he which is delighted and aln⸗ 
red with vanitie of heart oꝛ voluptnouſnes of the fleſh in this 
woꝛ lde, woulde rightly wey and conſider vnto howe great 
deſolation and eternal paine pea, the plentious ſulneſſe of al 
calamities x miſeries ) thoſe delightes do lead him, he would 
okterly abhbzre them and flp from them. O my molt enticr- 
y beloued bꝛother, woulde God that theſe things did ſanonr 
and were vndet ſtoode of ther, as it is mete and right that 
they ſhoulde . Foꝛ then thou wouldelt moſt readely deſpyle 
the woꝛlde. Foz behold who woulde now lxe but the ſpace of 
one houre in a hot burning fur nate, to gayne all the wozlde 
thereby 2 Wherefoze then doeſt not thou eſche w daily ſins? 
Foꝛ the which ſo great paine mult be ſuffered, yea much moze 
greeuous then an pe puniſhment which may be giuen in this 
pꝛeſent lifs , But thele forte confiderations whereof J 
laſt pake which withd;awe vs from finne, doe p2incipal- 
ly pertayne vnto ſooliſh and vnperfect men. Which de- 
—— oyeesrather by tene or euill then by loue of god- 


ame he 1 conſideration of that highest and intom ⸗ 
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pzehenſible heauenly felicity which God will gene fo thoſe 
that foz his loue doe eſchue and hate ſinnes, is of great power 
to withdzawe vs from ſinne. Sinte the hope of reward doeth 
diminiſh the fozce and ſmart of the ſcourge, there can be no- 
thing in this wozld ſo painefull , ſo labourſome , oz ſo hard, 
but that he that doeth rightly and wozthily ponder the iner- 
cogitable glozy of that bleſſedneſſe, would not readily and 
willingly indure. 
Sixtly, to the lame end pꝛeualleth denout,truſty, and of- 
ten pzaying. As if a man(whichthinketh and conſidereth that 
without the aboundant grace of God, he cannot fly from noz 
eſchue ſinnes doe therefoze neuer ceaſe to pꝛay hartely vnto 
God foz grace to line verteouſly. Foz we mult (as our Saui · 
our ſaith) al wapes pꝛap and neuer ceaſe, N 
Seuenthly, the conſideration of the denine pꝛeſence is 
chiefly auailable to the eſchuing of ſinnes , by the which God 
doth behold and conſider vs enery where , By the Which con- 


Free 


ing of any thing that is diſhoneſt. 
Cightly, the conſideration of his benefits. ory 
Furthermoz,it appertayneth vnto them which are perfect, 
to auopde ſins,chiefiy by conſideration of the deuine gadnelle 
befoze whom(in ſin ) the fraile godneſle is pzeferred. 

Alſo by conſideration of the deuine maielty, which by dead⸗ 
ly ſinne is infinitely diſhonozed. 

Againe, by conſideration of the deuine holineſſe and equi- 
tic vnto the which ſinne is infinitely diſpleaſing. 

And likewiſe by conſideration of the deuinecharity, by the 
which God did firſt lone vs.  - 
Pozeouer, by the very [one of bet tue and purenelle and 
the hoꝛtoꝛ of the deloꝛmitie of ſinne · As a vertuous man did 
affirme ſaping, Although J kne we that God would foꝛgiue 
me, yet would J not ſinne (ſaid her) foz the verye diſoꝛdꝛed ; 
neſſe thereof, It is alſo wꝛitten that the en U 
gainſt ſinnes are commonly theſe. Ius. 
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\  F{rff, patiener in pouortie, that a man may ſufern@des+ x 
penurte in ali things,quietly and gladly as an Embaſavour 
lent by God, whither it be infwde clothing, oz other neceſa- 
ries, $02 as the abundance oftempozall things; is the occa- 
fi6 of man vices. Do pouertie withdzaweth fro many euils. 
Che ſeconvis the deſpiſing of wo2zidly men a their pzailvs, 
yea,though thou be in all things contemned, repzousd, + trou 
bled without cauſe giuen, Foz ſo is the ſwelling ol pꝛrdo re- 
p2eſſed,4 a ſinguler grace obtained of tho Lozd. 
The third, is a gholtiy magnantmitie, a ſtout maſferſhip 3 
duet a mans ſelfe, withouk which a man is oftentimes enfo;- 
ted to timit ſuch things as would els diſpleaſe him i to omit 
thole things the which he wauld willingly do. It pzeuaileth 
mud wozldlings al thingsto lozlike their own will. 
Che fourth ia, the eloyning of a man frb comfozt of woꝛ ld- 
lyafraies, By-which verie men timus ths quyst a purnelCo 
of the ſoule is much hindzed, 
The ft, ir often conference with learned bortuous men 5 
and the following of their counſels, and betweens God 4 thy 
conſcience to fake an accountof thy life paſſed which doeth 
help to onercome finnes, and the temptations of the dinel, foz 
fince the diuel is the pꝛines of darknes, de doeth hate and flys 
from the light, oz the recozdation, oz manifeſtation of his de- 
ceipts,and the humble accuſings of a mans own ſelf. But the 
kozgetting oꝛ keeping ſecret of his wyles, be loueth excteding⸗ 
ly.Yerevpon our Sauiour ſapeth: Cuery man which doeth lobe. ; 
tuil hateth the light: but he which dealeth truely, commeth 
to the light that his wozkes may be made manifeff, becauſe 
they are dono in God, But theroare ſame which are verys 
naughtely dangerous ſhainiefat,, hauitig no will to call to 
rememb2ance and examine their owne conſciences of the ſe- 
cretes of their thoughtes affections and temptations, where- 
— wm that being onercome they fall and are 
r 
intent s be conuerted vnto God - 
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nik manner, ta fly idlentſſe, doeth meuaile much in 
the auoiding of ane. Fa idlenes uedethj vices, a thercteze 
ſome frirtefal occupation mult alwapea be taken in hand. 
7 Furtbermoze, J iudge that nothing is moꝛe effequall ta 
tho eſchuing and auoiding ol all euiis, to tha reſiſting: atthe 
diuel, to the p2ofiting in all char itie vertue & grace; to the ap⸗ 
plying of the holy woꝛkes, and to the earneſt ſubmiſſton of a 
compung, mecke, and holy nund vnto God, then the inward, 
frequent, and diligent meditation of our L oꝛdes paſion; Noz 
when wee (@ howe much God loued vs howe great patience, 
mekeneſſe x humilitie Cho iſt did ewe t teach in bis paſts 
on:and how bring d eroſſe. be pꝛayed fo them 
that killed bum, br wening t dapely conſidering of all kubtch 
things we ſhal thꝛow from vs all pꝛyde, wꝛath, impatience; 
cat nallitie, voluptuouſneſſe ⁊ enuie. Stumming to get char i⸗ 
tte, mekeneſſe, patiente, and repentante Babold nome im 
welbeloued let the p2ouident con theſe things 
— yy —— ny 
* 
is to (ay ſinnes) let it alwapes(à ſap / cad thet and guide ther. 
that with a clenſed thought thou mapeſt auer moss increaſe 
incharitie, in — eg . 
$3 4:0 lo nomen mute 9160 9 0 
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:thep2oud2 bu them that ate humble, pee g iuet y ſogunch 1 Pet. 
the fuller grate, aa due cht greatgt depth of bumttitie. lames. 4. 
And agayne he ſavrths if thou do not g alda thy ſeifoinſtantly =<*7 
— —„— e 
uerthzowne 1 
'- /1Decondariiy;hie onght (76 farte ſaaꝛth as Cay Weller 2 
- thyanpaſore;of his grace and aa in him teeth) ta ſlye aud au 
home ail nne roma ſuuuch as ſiunes dos in ſuch manner 
As is veloꝛe rehearſed) inder the intreaſn of grate, the fers 
uentneſle of charitieandthecieaaneti octhioly life. 
Thirsty, deougbt — —-—-—-—-— 
(Query day andniaht ta con den his lite. ta ament his affen 
cs}; af be mice ptes ai uinea andfharpely to 
unge our by thingmi1tabumbleand deſpiſe him 
elfen But ag ferntber ang dredge he annbt Dat tur inuũ ve 
to marke oz iudge then. 
% Nurthty, in albthinges that hertha in nunbt ta have 3 
tir cumſed eve: and adualtv to taka hee, and to haue 
cape:that h fe not Sad be apyancanes, ;. Fo2 ünte 
there is no difference (as Saint Ilona atfirmeth) in the 
vndiuidabie actions af men i ſa thut euerꝝ aa ton of mam pꝛo- 
cceedng from de liberation of ce aſon, eicher p2ofiteth 02. arty 
moyeth : it 19 certaine that un leſſe a man ¶ inall thinges that 
be Darcy nmpdliybebauebimife in every point, 
lan inte num finves' : And therefoze:the A pa⸗ 
Me to nitelh hnto Timedhio: dat nothing (layeth he with⸗ 
out ſo ell aut and in dgement. bat is to ſave, the iudgement 
ol dilcretion going betoꝛe ther: And in Rccleſiaſtes it is waits cls. 
ig mitdont enunte ll. and thou ſhalt 
thinges it 
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therein. | „ Sic euren 
„ © Sixtly, be ſhoulvbzingimſelfe into ſachcuſtome, that 
uer he doe oz labour abzoad , o whatſoeuer | 

(peake, oz he yimſelfe vnto others: pet 

(as much as by the delpe vc 

0 — En 
, laying with all dis thought: 

"al.z, Lond. And ſuch other meditatiunsas ſame mul 
conuenient vnto his deuotion. bat wt pay vnce(- 
lantiy vnto God fozincreaſe of grace, and fa the cuſtodye of 
dis bart Ni 

7 _ Scanenth,be ougbt in all things to haue a moſt Ancetr in- 
tention.feruently and3ealvaſly veſtring the hone and wo- 

ſhipping of Gov. And thinking tyero upon m oz then vr dim 

ſelfe, oz an othet thing. 

Etghtly, be ought 
tie to rotopce hartily 
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it may know how to obteine the ſatne , Foz i thou doe right- 
ly and wiſely vſe the gifts of nature doubled in the, by the de- 
uine grace, then ſhalt thou with ae lacility attaing 
vnto ſingular perfenion. - 

And therefoze J doe vehemently erhozt thee, and earneſtly 
deſire that thine affections towards theſe earthly things may 
be temperate, coueting the riches of the woꝛld no farther the 
neceſitie doth require, modeſt life doth demaund and the in 
ward p2offt of thy ſoule chalenge. Fo2 Auguſtine ſaith in his 
. bobs De ciuitate Dei: mans ſoule isfomuch the moze bn 
like that incoꝛpoꝛall eternitie · and vnchangeable godneſſe, 
as it moꝛe coueteth and deſireth tempoꝛall t mutable things, 
Ven let thy thhouhtes altogether deſpiſe the vnpure de leaati⸗ 
ons of the fleſhe. Bicauſeas Auguſtine ſaith in his a. booke 
De trinitate. The reaſonable ſoule is made fo much the moze 
ſpirituall, andthe feruent the moze and moze, e ee dyeth 
from carnall concupiſcences- To conclude 
that theſoule is then the body, ſo much homer vigentiy 
that thou loue, ſeeke and heape vp, thelpirituall riches;the in- 
ward comelineſſe and decking of vertues, befoze the out ward 
garniſbing of the body and garments , Pot deſiring to 

pleaſe men, but to plealo thy created, Bam. | 
* and molt dꝛeadfuli 

- whois about allthings,” 
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7 ) 2 t Mathew / in his ſirt Chapter faith: 
| 17 * 2 wil declare vato the (O man ſaithhe) what 
en 


med and —— — 
to the end that thou migyteſt obteine euer laſting felicitie, hee 
hath lurniſhed the with all things neceſſary to the attaining 
thereof, that thou mighteſt deſerne betwen god and bad, ber⸗ 
twen truth and falſhod , and between vertues aud vites: 
ching and following thole things which are god true, and 
verteous, and abbgzring(yea vtter ly fo:ſaking all eutll,faife 
and vitious things. Wherefoze aur owne reaſon and vnder⸗ 
{kanding (being by the doctrine of the holy ſcrip- 
fares,and wel and grounded in the baly lawes of god 
ought to be the iudge of al aur life and deedes,in ſuch ſozt Þe- 
uery man might euer y dap of his life wiſely diſcuſſe , truelye 
diſcerne, and effecually eozrec, his owne conuerſation. And 
although we are fozbidden by gods wo2de , to iudge other me 
diſo;deredly, accozding to the Cuangelift ſaying :' Judge not 
and pou (hal not be tudged, neuertheleſſe let every man tudgs 
him (cife by conſideration of his owne life , and let him abhoz 
whatſoeuer be findeth repꝛehenſible therein Pea let him ber⸗ 
waile it, auoide it and leaue it not vnpuniſhed. But let him a⸗ 
mend it by the fruites of repentaunce. And this is meant by 
doing of iuſtice and righteouſneſſe. Fo2 whoſoeuer doth ſo, 
ſhall eſcape the ſtraight tudgement of God, and * — 

g paines 
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ing paines of hell. As Paule the Apoſtle doth witnelle in hig 
11. chapter of his firſt Spiltle to the Corinthians ſaping: Jf 
we tudged our ſelfes, we ſhould not then be tudged. 
Pozeouer we ought to walk warily and tittumſpectly be- 
foze the Lo2d our God, continually fearing leaſt we offeny 
the eyes of his holy maieſty in any thing and that we neither 
loſe the benefite ot his great grace in this pꝛeſent life,noz pet 
the fruition of his glozy in the woꝛld to come. oz pet there- 
by encurre the daunger ofenerlaſting paines in hell - And 
derteupon the holy wozde of & O D doeth ſay: The man is o 
bleed which walketh alwayes fearfully. And he which is tc :. 
without fears 02 dꝛead to doe amiſle, cannot be iuffified. As 
alſo the Apoſtle Paule doth erhozt vs to this fearfall and care- 
full walking befozeG DD ſaying: Secke fozyonr ſaulation Phil.. 
with feare andfrembling! As allo Saint Hierome ſaith:Cut 
led be the man which doth ſerue G O D negligently. Wher 
foꝛe we muſt viligently with all hevineffe, and the true cffg- 
ctes of Godly charitie, ſerne the highell S O D and Father 
in childiſh feare and obedience Av it is wꝛitten by the plal⸗ 
mift: Serue GD D infeare, and befoze him with peu. 
trembling. Such a ont was holy lob ſayirig! ightty'of biin 
ſelfe: J haue always feared & OD (faith de) as the rage of 
waters that mighfouerwhelneme. And againe) GOD is 
be whoſe anger no man can r e daue berne 
1 ＋ ime rd, ne bene greened with fear wt 

confivered dim. Hothat wholoenex is diffolgte in his hart 
dae ener, and bath bend d beende te hea 
nenly eyes which alwayes behold him, noz pet doth reue- 
rente and dzead the preſence of that fearful and eternal iudge 
But doth pꝛocede tn ſuch a careleſſe oꝛder, and ſo negligent⸗ 
Iv bepaue himſelfe, as though he had alrcady paſſed al perils, 
and were not of BOD to be tudned, doth he not tamenta⸗ 
bly calf himſelte away? And Halt he not light in the hands of 
the living GD D, That he may reteaut euerlaſting puniſh⸗ 
ment with the tepzobate in the depth of hell. Wrhercfd2e my 

u de ata 


— — — u—t—vt 


—ͤ ˙ ˙  OCC_——_AA P 65 
PP ͤ mM . ]⁵˙ 5 ]·¹¹—ũꝛ . ̃ EE CV FEE 


122 The N eedels Eye. 


deare and welbeloued in Chzift Jeſas(to whom J wꝛite this 
wozke) doe not neglec thy ſelfe cat leſip, in a vaine kynde ot 
ſecuritie. Noz doe not thou walke vnreuerently befo2e the 
bigheſt God, which doth continually behold thee . Doe not 
intury vnto his maieſtie by liuing wickedly: But (as Moiſes 
doth erhozt thee )keope thy ſelfe, and thy ſoule, warely: And 
_ fozget not the woꝛds of the Lozde thy God, neither let them 
lippe out of thy temembꝛante, at any time: Foz bercupon 
it is that Auguſtine ſaith: Such as feare not Gods iuſtice doe 
hope foz his mercy in vaine. And Hicrome ſaith: Ff we would 
beleue and often think vpon the p2eſence of Cod, whoſe 
Paieſtie (th andiudgeth al things, J belceus that we ſhould 
very ſeeldome, 03 neuer fall into anyſinng; And this it was 
1o0b.1;3, that holy lob ment, when he laid: Doth not GD D knows 
my wayes? and numher all my (eppes: and againe heſaith, 
Thou haſt obſeruedall , and conſidered the ſteppes 
ofmy fete. Whereupon Baſil alſo doth admoniſh vs ſaying, 
Remember that inthe ſight of God, which behol- 
deth the thoughts of your harts, and knoweth al ſecrets. Foz 
this conſideration of deuine Paieſtie doth alſo induce an 
obſeruationof his pzecepts. her eupon the Pſalmiſt ſaith: 
7 haue kept eee and thy nies, bt- 
cauſe all my wayes are in thy light — PA will 
fears god let him alluredly that behold al things 
Lct him be aſhamedto aq with vnclean thought in Þ — 
of his infinite Paie him be-abaſhedto haue any 
blot oꝛ imperfecionin his ſo befo2e the face of the highe it 
God. Foz it is wzitten, Remember thy creatoz in the dayes 
of thy youth, beloze the time of thy affliction doe come vppon 


* It is wꝛitten in the 11. Chapter of Eccleſ Be make and 
pacient to heare the wozd of God, Foz themoze we doe loue 
any thing, ſo much the moꝛe willing we are to hcare of it, oz 
to talk of ii. Whereupon Iohn ſpeaking of lovers of this 


wozld ſaith; they ate of the wozlv,andthey ſpeakeof Þ n 


al. 111. 


oe — —U—U—ͤ—U— 


| , 
# 


The Needels Eye. 133 


and the woꝛld heareth them . By the ſame reaſon I lap, that | 

whoſoeuer doth loue God truly, doth deſire his bleſſing and 

doth ſpiritually eſtieme him ſelle in God, euen he doth hears | 

bis woꝛd willingly, doth retaine it diligently , and doth ful- 

fil it feruently. Foz theſe are ſignes of pꝛedeſtination to eucr⸗ 

laſting ſaluation. And heerenpon our Sauiour ſaith ; Be that oba.“ 

is of God doth heare his woꝛde, and therefo:c you heare not, 

bicauſe yon are not of God. Foz the woꝛd of God, 02 the ho- 

ly Scripture, is the fode of the ſoule And euen as we diſpair 

of his naturall lyfe, which recetueth nocozpozall fobe,oz vos 

miteth vp / holdeth not p which he hath receaved: Euen ſo, 

the life of grace is to be diſpaired in him which is not carefull 

diligently to heare, mindfally to retains, and effectuallre to 

fulfill the woꝛde of God. And therefoze (my welbeloued in 

Chꝛiſt Jelus) attend am mark the wozd of Cod with god al 

leciõ, heare it hũbly 4 reueretly,read it ↄperuſe it as an E pi⸗ 

tile ſent the from the holy Gholk, Neither pet is it ſufficient 

to knowe the will ol God, oz to haue it in reuerence, but wee 

mult alla fulfitrhe lame. As the Pſalmif ſaith; A baue lar de 

vp tyy woꝛdes in my hart, to the end that A might not ofend 

thee: And the Euangeliſt ſaith: The ſeruaunt which knoweth Lale 12. 

his Loꝛds will and doth it not, halbe beaten with many ſtri⸗ 

pes And the Apoſtle Iames in his Canonicall Epiſtle ſaith, 

He that doth knowe the god and doth it not, offendeth gree - 

noufly, And herreupon Auguſtin doth conclude,that the wozd 

of God is of no lee wozthines, then the body of Ch2ift. ey⸗ 

ther is he lee gilty which heareth the woꝛd of Hod negligẽ t 

ly, then be which receiueth his body vnwoꝛthil v. And theres 

foze ſince — — to ther foz the healthe of thy 

ſoule; by the help 4 (without whole pꝛouidence 

and heip, no tre gr who leaffalleth) J require that thou 

reade theſe things wird no tee diligence and eat neſt affecti- 

du, then they ars leruemiy and zealoully waitten fo; thine 

infraction. Fo ſothonaturall govneſſe of thy quick capaci- 

3 w2itten;A god eare will herken vn 
1. Jin to 
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to wuledome with earneſt defice. And haw acceptable 4 wel 
pleaſing that werte vnto God, appeareth by the wiſeman ſay 
ing; Ohe earneſt deſire of wiledome ſhall guid a man to the 
perpetual kingdome But what wiledame: ot the wiſdome 
of this wozid. Not the wiledome of Philoſophers, Poets, 03 
Rhethoꝛicians. Foz (by the teſtimony of the Apoſtle ) God e 
ſtimeth the wiſedom of this wozld fo mare follp. And Saint 
Hicrome that holp father cal Ariſtotle( who was pzince 
of Philoſophers) a father of foles oz Pʒince of ignoꝛ ance, dut 
the wozdes befoze rehearſed are ment by the wiſedome and 
perfect knowledge which is conteined in holy ſcriptures. And 
are not they to he accompted vaine efoliſh,-who ſetting afive 
ſuch things as are requiſite fo2 y ſoules bealth:à nd omitting 
the obſcruaunceof gods holy cammandements ⁊ tte helefom 
knowledge contemed in his holy woꝛd. are carneſtiy and con 
tinually occupied in things altogether vaine and ſuperſluaus 
yea things which god doth notby any meanes require at theit 
handes, And thereupon we ſer ſuch men moſt commonly blin 
ded with infinite vanities,unfearfully and vnwarely conuer⸗ 
ant and delighted inplapes,paſt;zns,4(onermitting greater 
offences in merrt trifles and fantaſies. Is this (thinkeſt thou 
the ſtrcight way caving to life euerlaſting;Þ which(as Ch2ilk 
himſelfe(doth witneſle)fewe can finde out: , But do thou 
as the holy wo2dteacheth the, lecke not thinges a boue thy 
reache. Noz ſearch not things beyond thy ſtrength. But loke 
what God commaundeth ,,and therevpon doe thou alwayes 
mcditate .. Andas foz theſe.ſuperfigous toyes of ;ophane 
miſteries, doe neuer trouble thy bꝛaine therewith. Againe, 
what p2ofiteth it to haue knowledge of things created Waut 
a dug teuer ence and wozlhip of > nothing at al:but 
rather it hinderech mucy;4,mabeth;@ Cas geſſe 
thereby ta fall into daunger of coudempnation; Wherefaze 

let not the ſtudy or naturall Nhiloſaxhꝝ mae delight ther, the 
the ſtudy of true moꝛallitie which is divinitie. But lette thy 
chiefs delight conſiſt e Cudy and vnderſtanding of bolpe 


Eeel. 3. 


ſcriptures 
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ſcriptures. Chat thou mailt (ay: O howſwert are thy modes .; 


vnto my month? moze ſwete then finehony, And againe: J 
haue delighted in the waies ol thy teſtimonies as in muth rv 
rhes- And likewiſe: The la we ol thy mouth is pꝛoſitable vnto 
me, yea mo2e then thouſands or gold and ſiluer. By experi- 
ence thereof ane of the fathers in holy church did ſay: Nothing 
in this lile is taſted mozeſweetly noz ſwallowed moze greedt- 
lp, nothing doth ſo ſeperate mans mind from the woztd, no- 
thingſo ſtrengthen it againſte temptation, noz anything 
moꝛe helpe and ſtirre him to all gobneſſe , then the ſtudye of 
the holye ſcriptures. And agatne be ſateth: M patſoeuer is 
witten in holy ſcriptures ts veritie. Whatſoener is therein 
tommaunded, is honeſty , and whatſoeuer is therein pꝛomi⸗ 
led is true and perfea felicitie. This is then Þ holeſome t᷑ pꝛo⸗ 
fitable ſtudy , which teachetha man to know himielſe to toʒ⸗ 
res his life, and to pꝛocede in all godneile by the grace of the 
holp ſpirit. And thereupon Auguſtine arne th vs ſaying: vſe 
reading of holy ſcrintures ſoʒ thy glaſſe, whereby thou maiff 
remaue any blot oꝛ dlemiſh ij thou findeit in thy lelfe . Vea, 
thou maiſt therein learne to pꝛeſerue whatſoever thou pers 
ceiueſt to ba faire in the z by doging that which is fairer thety 
it læmeth to be; Foz the woꝛde of God is moſt plentiful, con- 
e all delightes. And therein ( as in a mirr our) 
doe-loke and gaze with the eyes of our inard 

be doe alſo ſæ and beholde the ſecret ſhape of dur 
—— ea we may thereby perceiue how much we haue pꝛo 
fited, oꝛ how mach we are gone aſtray fromperfcaion:whers 
vpon ſaieth Iſodorus: Che reading ot᷑ holy ſcriptures doeth 
veld pzofit,fq2 it doth not onelyteach x inſtcac a mans mind 
but it baingeth back to the toue of god ſuch is are by vaniſies 
abſtrac and caried inta concupiſcence. Canan ſtudy then be 
compared to the ſtudy ot this wiſedome? o ſurely . Foꝛ as 
Gregorie ſaith. Euen as the holy ſcriptures da excel aboueal 
other knowledge and learning without compatiſon, teathing 
8 ne trueth, calling vs to the beauenlye habitation, 
Jui. lnny * 
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inupting and p2onoking the readers heart from wozldlyp de⸗ 
fires, to the embꝛacing ot high and heauenly treaſures being 
neither ſo darke that they are to be dzead, no2 yet ſo plaine p 

they are to be deſpiſed: euen ſo doth the vſe 4 exerciſe thereof 

takeaway al wearineſſe, the moze they are re ad the moꝛe 
they delight, lur pallung all other ſciences even in the manner 
of wziting u handling. Whervpon Hierome alſoſapth:Loug 
the ſtudie of the holy ſcriptures , + thon ſhalt not paſſe vpon 
the vicious deſires of the flelh . Do that Jdoe greatly deſire 

(welbeloued to deck © beautifie thy ſoule with this diuine £ 

lupernaturai knowledge of the holy ſcriptures the which ſhi- 

neth as a certaine blaſe. oz bzight beame of the cuerlaſting, 
vacreated,+ higheſt wiſedome. And the verie reading therof 

(by the teſtimonie of Hicrome ) doeth ſharpen the ſence,ens 

ct taſe the vnderſtanding, warme the will, ſhake off ſouth, 

quench luſt, pzonoke ſ werte ſighes, diſtil pleaſant teat es, and 
maketh vs(as it were) neare neighbours vnto God himſelr. 

Where when we beftow our time's ſtuvie, the holy ghoſt 

doth talke t cõmon with vs euen familtatip as Iſodor (aith. 

And lurely thou art ſingularly endewed with capacitie to- 

wardes the attaining thereof , ſince thou art beautified with 

a natural ſharpneſſe of vnderſtanding, in ſuch ſo2t that thou 

maid by Godsgrace lay;beingyet but a vong ſcholer, A haue 

enclyned-my ſoule vntogodnefſe , And J beſœch the moſte 
merciful God to graunt thee ſuch a delight infearching of his 
true wiſedome, that thou mapeſt ſape with the authoꝛ of the 

P10'3. authoz of the boke of wiſedome : Her haue J loued + ſerched 

fo2 euen from my pouth;e J woed her to be my wife and mp 

ſpouſe. And J became in lone with her beaufie; ſo that en- 

tt ing into my houſe, J wil lye down dy her and take my reſt 

with her. Foz her conuerſation dothnot weary mie, neither 

is there any. bitter neſle in her company, but ioye t gladneſſe 

dwell with her fo2 ener. And here bpon alſo it is ſaid: Miſe · 

dome is moze pzetiousthen any riches, t al that men defire is 

not therevntoto be compared, God fozbid then that thou = ] 
we 
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welbeloued) ſhould let thy myade 02 occupy thy thoughtes 
ay tp Uhr. Hey itt 
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Ye pathofthe in8,commeth fozthwards like 8 
| vnto abzight ſhyning lampe, # it increaleth kinds of 


SAY 98 until it be bꝛoad dap. but the ways of the wic cs where 


niit in his firſitEpiltle ſaping: God is ligbt, 
and in him there is no manner at darkneſle, Aiſo Dionyſius 
wziteth that God is the pure, full, and inſinite light, the liue⸗ 
ly. intellectual, o iginal.and moſt cleare bʒightneſſe. inte he 
then is the end and vttermoſt bound ol our way and perigr i⸗ 
nage, we ought to walke towar ds him v the bzight ſhyning 
pathes and faite wayes, that the whole way maybe like vn⸗ 
to the ende ol out iournep . and the middſt vnto thevttermoſt 
bounds thereof, Foz otherwiſe wes can neuer attaine unto 
him. Now this path di the tut. is vertuous dixdos, god life a 
comerſation” „ tog iiber with a warie ableruation ot Gods 
lawes and commaimdements. Mher e vpon Salomon ſaith; 


thereof are peaceable . leg the wayes whereby wer lourne yo 
vnto Ood andtheheauenly ktingvome, are: god thoughtes, 
hotp meditations, fcuvtefaif talks and dirdes uf charity ac · 
ceptable'bnto Gov in Chuiſt Jeſus.Zhele arequltiprailed the 
pathes oz wapes of the iuſt, fo asmach as they be the cet⸗ 
tapne fruites and tokens , whereby wer paſſe and make way 
(the grace of God helping vs ) from this exple, vnto the hea⸗ 
uenly habitation . Dhe which wapes and pathes ars by god 
reaſon tvar med bꝛigite and ſhining / lithens they haue theit 
oꝛiginali beginning ol gods grace and charitie, which ate the 
ſapernaturall lightes of the loule. Yea becauſe with their 
bzightneſſe they chaſe dar keneſſe from mindes olmen, they 
vnite and knit togither sur hartes to the vncreated and hea⸗ 
nir ltadtz and make him which lexerciſeth himſelf therein.) 


to ſeeme 


. nav or in men dec 
fall. As the hoty-Ecangeltt lohn doeth wit- | wal * 


The wapes of the Lo2de are fayre wayes and all the pathes Prog. 
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lanterns among the wicked. And againe vnto ſinners con⸗ 
uerted he ſaithꝛ Pau wert once dau neſſe but nowe ye 
light in the Lende. Furthermozethis path t wap ol 


asit riſeth — — — 
fo. Cuen vnta the euet laſting + moſt blefCey ftuuion 8 viſi⸗ 
on of the higheſt x molt reuerend LTi iti s GCodbead. This 
is the way of the choſe n;thervnſpotted mayo te way ol all 
ver tue, leading ( by the trauaile ofrepe ntance vuta euerla⸗ 
ſtiug reſt equyet, And ol this way the ust ſaith: leſs; 
ſed are they whole wayes are vncozrupteds4 ohich walke in 
the lawes of the Lom them Cod And thet vont lab ſaide: 
kept the way el the oꝛde, + did nat decline tom it. as atſa! 


letemie ſayd: Aſkewhichis the oo wdpy + waiketherein,: 
t you ſhai fytive.arefreſhing foz your ſaule. ut now:thers| 
is another way of —— darkeſome waye,(tha91s: 


— — Su This; 

way is ſcene by vicious qualities vnbꝛidled appetites; can / 
cupKcence of thefieſh, wicked thoughtes,eatl de des, vuſeem/ 
ly and vnlawfull tatke,and neglening of tyme;! Abe which. 
doe ſo oacrſhadowe and darken the epeſight of the wynde,: 
that it cannot ſe the; ſpiritual ruyne and ouerth2owe into 
the which it vaytye falleth headlonge. Fo in this flippery 
and damnable waye ;..( which, ſemeth good vnta tde wic⸗ 
ked, although the ende thereof doe leade vnto death men fall 
from tle brgheft,vnchangcable, and moſte bleſſed an. 


{he Neeedels. Eye. tzy 
vnto a changeable; ſcauia and vaynt apparnite ar godnelles 
from the ſtate of grace and ſaluation, vnto the ſtate oi gyite a 
tondempnation, fromaſpuritmall lit to atarnaſl liſe, and in 
the ende, from the rigbt waytathy interualipʒuſon . f the 
which way 92 wapes (being wicked as nfozeſaide) it is waits 
you bluche and beachame daf vont wa yen And there ſoꝛze 

my d) goe not into the may of ruine and perditiõ, 
neither the liber tie o woꝛlity vanaties; audthyue 
owne deſires / but doe thou diligent ly ſollowe and imitate the 
way ol the bleſſed. and chaſen .it os whoſoener fotloweth the 
things whichdelight the fleſhe. ann the nut ward ſences;'who- 
ſoeuer doth imbaaſe the loſenes ot nis batte, and the inves of 
this mond. he daubteleſſe malhethj ina varitand naungerona 
ag. But be that walbetb actazping to the pzecepts and teſ- 
ns i-berchuldthrhotwhina he-boight ways 1 
| | Plajimu&,, A haue tept my late 
—.— at à might lupe rhr indes. Kai 

Wwoz this and perſen whereaf let vs pꝛaye davixe, 02 
aly with p tuoute minde, ſaxing: Directany ſteps 


rather ham 

attaʒdins to thy ode, and no vnrighteouineſſe ſhall _ 
nee die, Nun mage Ons $! 
grade Jani in bis ſecond Chopter to the-Galarhi« 
lait 3 amſgſtened ta the Cr oſſe r Yet lin J. 
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1 wher as I now ie in thefleſhs;,Fliuvin the faithe 
155 q Ood winch toned met e ganshimſcifefo2 me. 
el this isthe hole ame boat ine o C b2iſtian rrli⸗ 
tranſgreſſion oſ aur ſoefathers , al man⸗ 
depzinedafitbeir pleaſant habi tatid in h̊ terreſtrial 
nut ints thin wozla; as into a vale of 
milerie-jntqa-place.pfhaniſhment;and a cauntreꝝ far from 
oo ue reſidece, To the end that th2ough the blod ofChatft 
we might in tis ewe the frajes of true repens 
taurce. and iyredanntly be waile our owne calamitie vntiſt 


we map bs thought woꝛihie alter this life , to enter into the 


place 


Heb 13, 
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Whereupon Gregory ſaith: we went! from our tounttey 
(meaning the terteſtriail Paravice) foz out pzyde., diſobedi- 
ence, following of the viſible 'goodneſſe;, and taſting of the 
fraite p20hibited, — — dee e 
is 


bumilitie, ovedience; rontemprang of 
by bꝛydeling bun ent nall appetten. And therefoze 

we are called Trauailers oz wayfairing men, acre 
Apoſtte ſaith: Me haue not hore any reſidence, but we mut 
ecke foz it in the woztd to come. And againe in an other place 
he ſaith, whileſt we are in this con bebte, we dwell 
as ſtraungersfrom the L Foz we walke by kalth ant 
not acrozding to our outward fozme,' And in line maner the 
Plalmiſt ſinging ſpeakett vnto God and ſaith+ Hold not thy 
peace though J be a ſtraunger and an altien in thy fight 12 48. 
all my fozefathers'wers. Not it is expedient foz a pꝛouident 
and cirtumſpea trauailer, that hauing nectſſary things fo; 
bis iourney / he loade not noz onercharge not himſellt with 
other things, noz that he ſtay in his waxe without ſome reaſo 
nable and vꝛgent cauſe , Neither pet that he buſi&himſelfe 
to —_ mt —— — 9 
paſſeth by cy, Kings 
way, and neither declining auh * 
hand, and being tontanted with nece lar p fode — 
ha make haſte, and inceſſauntip trauaile with all 

to daawe nerte vnto his erp tg, — cor 
ian to conſiver that he is but a 'trauailer 02 a mi 
in this pzeſent life, and theref5)s tet him lo 030er his whole 
conuerſation , that he obtaine the felicitte which is to come, 
and to attaine to the Jeanette eee, kingvome of 
Son. * 

Pealet him diroa, all his leppes bots the glozyof G 
falfilling his holy commaundements, and by ſuch vertnous 
degrees, let him aſpire vnto the heatienly habitation, 1 

Foz 


— 0c. 
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Foz here vnto the Apoſtle Paul doeth exhoꝛt vs ſaying: it re - Con 
maineth that they which vie the benefits of this woꝛld, ſhuid 
be as though they vſed it not, Und that they which be maricd 
ſhould be as if they were bnmarried. Foz the out ward ſhe w 
of this wozld ſhall paſſe ouer And againe in another place he 
ſaith ; Bauing meat, dzinke, and clothing, let vs be canten⸗ Tig. 
ted. Foz they which conet to be rich, doe light inthe ſnarcs 
and temptations of the diuel. But happie is he which ſo kno⸗ 
weth his habitation that he may lay with the Pꝛophet, woe 
is mee that my reſting place is pꝛolonged. He that ſo ſapeth, Pa 3. 
and ſo coueteth to come vnto the euerlaſting habitation, he 
is woꝛthilx to be called a true trauailer, and one that goeth 
in the right readie way. But becauſe it happeneth often- 
times that a trauailer ſœing ſundzie range thinges in his 
wap, is delighted therewith, and ſtapeth to beholde ſach 
things, oz to ſeeke and inquire ot nouelties, whereby he foz⸗ 
| lloweth his journey, 4 remembzeth not the countrep which 

te bath to frauaile vnto: but rather is ſo dꝛowned in the des 
gbtes of ſtrange countreys , that hee tarrycth there foz al⸗ 
fogither, and neuer commeth to his tourneys ende. There⸗ 
foe there is a plapner and moze perſect way whereby wee 
may go to 8 countrey of the choſen, Which is: that a man do 
goe not onely by the wapes and meanes alreadte declared, 
towardes the heauenly habitation, but furthermoze that hee 
doe not regarde, care fo2,02 ſeme to ſ / anye impediment, 
ſtoppe, oz let in his wape « But rather paſſe by them and de- j 
ſpiſe them as thinges which appertaine not to him. And 
ſuch trauailers oz. waykar ing men are they which care no 
moze fo2 the pzapſes and commendation of this wozlde,then 
they do foz their diſpzayſes , no moꝛe fo2 p2oſperitie then foz. 
aduetſitie, fo2 riches, then foz pouertie. Finally, which doe 
not (waldi) ſet their mindes an any of the thinges which 
delight men in this life, but doe ( moztifyedly ) ſet light by 
them all. as bymoſt vayne trifles andtoyes, Auto the which 
perfection the Apoſtle doeth exhozt vs ſaying; wer muſt al · 

wayes 


Col x. 
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ways beate about vs in our bodies, » mo2tification of Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus, that his life may be made manileſt in this our moꝛtal 
ficſhe. And ſuch were they to whom the ſame Apoſtle didde 
w2it: pou are dead, and your life is hidde in God with Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus . And ſuch alſo was Ieremie ſpeaking vnto God who 
ſaith : Thou knoweſt that J daue not deſired the dayes of 
man. And ſuch were all they which doe not glozy but in God 
the Loꝛd and which made them ſelues ſtraungers and allieng 
from this woꝛld. And ſuch a one may pzoperly be called dead 
vnto the wozld . And yet there is an other way digher and 
moꝛe perfect then theſe, Which is to extinguich all ſelfelone, 
and to be rauilhed with deuine charitie, and thereby to loue 
our ſelues in Ch2ilt perfealy and ſpiritually . Not onely that 
(trauailer like) we can eſchue the impediments and ſfopes in 
our way to God neither yet onely that (deademan like) wee 
can ſet light by the pꝛolperities and pleaſures of the wozlve, 
but alſo that we abhozre with all our hart all thinges where / 
unto the woztd cleaueth as riches delights, lulks, of the fleſh 
pꝛomotions, vaine pꝛaiſes of men, and free (cope to doe what 
we lift , Yea let vs with all our hart abhozre, deteſt, and flyg 
from all theſe things, as griefes and deadly tozments , of th e 
harte, becaaſe ſuch things doe rather hinder and foppe,then 
farther our help fo2thwards our courſe to God, and our tonr- 
ney to the heauenly habitation . To conclude, let vs with all 
our hartes imbꝛate, cleave to, and deſire, all ſuch things as 
the wozldaccompteth a Croſſe . UWhich are aduerſities; oz 
hard conditions: as abſtinence , watching, diſcipline, de- 
ſire to be vaknowen to the wozlde , lone to bee contempney 
thereof, and ioyfullie to beare all harde puniſhments fo the 
lone of God, Knowing that theſe things wilde p2ofitable vn⸗ 
to bs as well foꝛ atteining vnto our iournepes ende, as alſo 


to make the godneſſe of God ſatiſſied and pleaſed with our 
fo:ewardneſſe, whereby we may — * puniſhments due 
fo2 our he ynous offences, and pꝛoctede in grace to dur heauen / 
{p habitation, | | 


Pea 


The N eedels Eye. 143 


Pea hereby we are made like vato Chꝛiſt which ſuffered foz 
vs, and therefoze ſhal ike vnto him tete iue a iopful reward 


in the life to come. And hereupon we may reiopce herein as . ., 


in great treaſures , and as the wicked and repꝛobate doe re · 


attaine vnto this perfection , may ſape with Paul: God foz · 
bid that A ſhould glozie but onely in the Croſſe of Chziſt by 
whome the wozld is crucified vnto mie 4 J vnto the wozlde. 
In like maner may we be thought crucified, and not onely a- 
liens as the ſirſt, noꝛ dead as the ſecond ſozt. F02 in this third 
degree of perigrination, the verie height of all Chʒiſtian pu- 
ritie doth conſiſt. And ſuch were the moſt bleſſed Apoſtles, 
who being ſtourged and repꝛoued by the high pꝛieſtes, did go 
away retoycing ant of the ſight of their conſiſtoꝛies, that they 
were thought woꝛ thie to ſuffer that continually fo2 þ name 
of leſus, Conſider then (my welbeloued) in which of theſe 
th:e& kindes ol ſoꝛtes ot Trauailers thou art to be accounted. 
Foz be, which doth one ly attaine vnto the firſt rehearſed de⸗ 
grie, let him nat thereby boaſt that he is in ſuretie of ſalua- 
tion. And therefoze it ſhall be thine induſtrie not to be cons 
tented with the firſt degree, but that thou haue deſire of (paſ⸗ 
ſingby the fecond) to clyme vnto the thirde degree of perfecti- 
an. That leading a heauenly and angelical{l life in the fleſh, 
and daily increaſing in al faith, charitie, nowledge, ę grace, 
thou mayef be accounted amongeſt the ſonnes of the holpe + 
gloztous God, and not be fozeſlowed after thy departure frõ 
the glozie of his maieſtie. 

And out of a ſermon ot holy Bernard J haue taken certain 
choſen ſentences touching this matter. Be not (ſayeth her) 
like vnta the foliſh Trauailer, whom the faire ſhewe of this 


woꝛld doeth entiſe, the pꝛoſperitie thereof doeth lull him on 
ſleepe, the fauour thereof idoeth deceiue him, and the iopes 
thereofentrappe him, in ſuch ſoꝛt that being dꝛawen g tur⸗ 
ned from God, he 1s helde backe from his iournep, and hinde⸗ 
red in his wayes, Da not then ve 0; eſteeme this wozlde as 


thy 


iopce and glozie in the pꝛoſperities of this woa id. Foz ſuch as l. 
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thy tount tey (as Beda f62e warneth) becauſe this is the diſ⸗ 
ference betwerne the choſen and the repzobate. That the e⸗ 
led ( being nowe aliens and ſtrangers baniſhed)do erpect and 
hope fo2 a perpetuall habitation in heauen, and doe ſo much 
the leſſe delight in the frayle tapes of this pꝛeſent life , be⸗ 
cauſe they hope to receiue the toyes without ende which are 
to come, and to raigne with Chzilt ſoʒ euer. But the repꝛo⸗ 
bate haue their countrephere. And vato the deſires of this 
life,they onely do cleane, and therefoze after thislifethey are 
ſent into euet laſting baniſhment, whereas lacking al plea- 
ſures and delightes , they doe onely ſaffer aduerſitic in to:⸗ 
ments, aint 
Of the The Cuangeliſh Matthewe in his ſenenth Chapter hath 
{raire way theſe woꝛdes: Enter (02 go in) by the narrowe gate, fozthe 
to — way is b20ad and open which leadeth vnto deſtrudion: and 
blond way Many there be which goe in fhereat, But the wayeis firayte- 
to perditiõ. and the gate narrowe which leadeth to euer laſting lite, and 
fewe there be which find it out. Theſe wozds pꝛocitded from 
our Sauiour Ch2ift , and are repozted. by his Cuangeliſt ©. 
Matthewe , And what could haue bene ſpoken mo2e terri⸗ 
ble then theſe wozdes? oz what ſoundeth moze thundzingly 
in our eares? It had be ne ſufficient to terrific the touteff 
hart, i Chʒiſt had only ſayd : The way of ſaluation is ſtrait, 
and b2oad oz wpde open is the waye ol dampnation. Wher- 
by it might haue beene ſufficientiy apparant how hard it is 
to be ſaued, and how eaſie to be dampned. But he pzocedeth 
ſaying : That verie fe we doe finde the ſtraite way ol ſalua⸗ 
tion, and that verie many doe walke in the wide open wap to 
dampnation , Whereby he doeth inſinuate alſo that right 
fewe ſhalbe ſaued, and verie many dampned , The which he 
doth moze euidently (et downe in another place ſaying: Ma 
Mat, nyarecalled, but fewe are choſen. Therefoze who woulde 
not feat e, yea and tremble to hears theſe wo2ds,if he be of the 
faithfull,and haue obtained a linely belue in Chzilt Jeſus? 
Foz the faith and true dnety of a Chziſtian is ſuch and ſo mi⸗ 


ſticall, 


* 
% 
- 
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millical, ſo great and pet ſo difficult. that although wee cer; 
tainly know by the teſtimonie of Gods ſpirite the certaintic 


of our ſaluation vet (hould cuery Wayfaring man 
in this woꝛld do well to feare and fozecalt leſt he in re⸗ 
ſpect of infirmitie of fleſh ſhauld fall andoffend, and ĩo conſe- 


queatly ſhould do wel to walk in mend and reuetente befoze 
the Lozd God. Foz as we are bound to belitue that after this 
traaſito2ie life we (halbe bꝛought befoze the Tribunall ſeate 
of Chzilt, the euerlaſting God, andinfallible,d2eadful,+ moſt 
iuſt Judgo; there to receine frõ him either euerlaſting paines 
of hel fler, 02 the euerlaſting iopes of heauen : enen ſo.it᷑ wee 
behold the ſame with acleare and linely faith, it were won- 
derful if euer we be free from trembling and dꝛead. 
But the malice and negligence that is in vs doeth blynde our 
hearts. Foꝛ if wee were to paſſe though a fielve oz plate full 
of theues, wherein fewe paſſengers oꝛ wayfating men had 
eſcaped, who were he that woulde not feare exceedingly to 
light in danger of c02p02all death? But nowe wee paſſe and 
walke daily thzough a fielde of this wicked woꝛlde, repleni- 
ſhed with all kindeof dineliſh temptations. Wherein(as is 
aboueſayde) verie fewe in compariſon do eſcape dampnati« 
ou- Neither vet do we feare but laugh, playe, ſpozt and van» 
quet. Yea, we are thzoughly repleniſhed with a vains and 
moſte perillous ſeturitie oz careleſneſſe. But (mybeloned) 
let it not be ſo, let it not (foz Gods ſake) bee ſo amongeſt vs. 
Let us not ſo ſuperficially hears the woꝛdes of Chꝛiſt leaſt 
wer neglect ea, and loſeour ſelues in vnrocouerable vatol- 
lerable, and eternal deſruaion . Let vs ratter pꝛotoundiye, 
al⸗ 


— — n- 
an to hape in the latter day. Whervpon 

dering tte le things ſaide: There is no man like vnto the (O 
. 


A 


—— {mic 
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And wo ſhall not bet afeard of thee O Ring of kingdomes: 
Uherevpon it is allo witten: Great and wonderfull are 
thy wozkes (DL. 03d God omnipotent) inſt and true are thy 


Apoc.7> Wwayes(DLozd)andking of all wo ho wil not ma⸗ 
gnifie and tente ihy holy namic, becauſe thy iudgementes are 
manifeſt? But vefo28 I unde anp further, let me Tay a little 
of the wozds beſns rehearſed of our tauiour Chit oꝛ he 
layth that the wax is narrow t the gate ſtraitt. which leadet{ 
to ſaluation.Oꝝ rather, (as I take it he ſaith that the way is 
verie narrows tho gate verie trait: F02 in that he demaun· 
deth inte rrogat iue lp, holo ſtrait is the wap. t c. It is to be vn⸗ 
der ſtod that he meat verie ſtrait e nartow. But he plainly 
aftirmeth that the way is bꝛoade ich leadeth to 
euerlaſting dampnation And by tus woꝛus befoze rehearſed, 
the vnder tanning heteol is made manifeſt. Fo2 as haue a 
little befozeattedged there are two kindes of wapes which 
men walke in. One baightx vertaous, (the which is the way 
of the tholen, iuhich frarlully t carefultꝑ ſerue the L od god) 
and that is the ſtraite t nartalo way. Fox as much as knows 
tedge and vettue art always urcupyed about har deſt᷑ things. 
As A wil hereaſter moze ptainly declare.) And there is ano. 
ther vitious and darkſome waye, which is the way oz lite or 
the tepꝛobate, the which is accountedꝛoadand ipatious, be- 
cauſe it is an eaũie matter to decline ftum the rules ot reſon 

02 to faint from the tight line oł vertue, and to omit the di⸗ 
uine lawes of Gods commanndements. And yet about this 


popnt the Philoſophers had ſomie queſtion: not altogither vas 


ſiles opinion. "there — ar vertues 
ho2ne and bꝛed in vs, it might ſeeme therby that vertur wert 
ver ie eaſie and light to be follawed ; Mhere vnto J wontve 


3 
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to kollolve bertues, wheroby”; ( by grace) they might ſeems 
light and eaſie to be obtained. But the dit icullie riſeth vpon 
our owne imperfections,cozruptions,andinfenions, wherby 
we arealwayes moze pꝛone to the enitthento the god. Much 
the rather thꝛough the oꝛiginal ſinne which we bꝛought with 
vs, the which doth continualty make koure great and deadly 
woundes in our ſoules) to we t:ignozance in vnderſtanding, 
malice in willing. inürmity in paſſion.⁊ concupiſcente in ap⸗ 
petite 02 deſire, Pozeouer by the Philoſophers opinion alſo 
it falleth out, that the further of,02 diſtant that our intellectu- 
al ſubſtance is from the firſt being ( which is the dinine vnder 
landing, the ver ie per led end ſcope whervnto al things are 
to haue relation )lo much the maze difficult it is; e by lo much 
the harder means, it may attaine vnto the ſame · Then ſince 
the reaſonahle ſoule of man is ſo — — 
and oꝛder eee natures, as that 
e — — 


painted vyyon, ( but not vet 
plaine.and euidgat-that(ofat ſelſe)it ſhould very 
nl ut oe antathe vttermoſt {cope and ende thereof ap- 
pointed, which is the maieſtie ol the eternal God. As allo the 
pꝛopoſition wille tue if we ſpeake of the natur all felieitie of 
the ſoule, and the natural vertues in vs. her ekoꝛe hy ſtron⸗ 
ee moze to be yerificd, if wee ſpeake of the 
upernatural beatitude thereof-(which is the ſight and behol⸗ 
diug 5 God facg to face ) unte the vertues of that vtter moſt 
endo 1573 are by ali compariſon moꝛe ertellent and moꝛe 
laftie, then the natural beatitude. 02 naturall vertues of our 
ſoule, eceby our ſoule hath great nede ofthe ince ſſant 
motic iration, and grace of God, Foz there are al 
{ innumerable impediments, of vertues which doe daily 
batovs, as well by the meanes af our owne fie, as 
5 by the woꝛlde and the dine ll · By the which we are not 
ſmallp hindered, maten backe,and — al ver 
1 conuerlation. id 


"K. if cuhere⸗ 
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Mhereupon Bernar : The firft and gri⸗ 
uous occupation that we find in our way, is the vet le neteſli· 

tie ol our life. The which whileſt it requireth now meat then 

licepe,and luch other things netellarie, it doth without doubt 
oftentimes hinder and withdzawe vs from ſpirituall exerti⸗ 
ſes, And as the Apoſtle ſapth: The diuel gotth abort like a 
roaring Lyon ſ&king whome he may denour, Yea, and the 
wozld alſo doth pꝛeſent many (nayto'many) offences 4 lets 
fromdoing wel g verfnouſly. So that it is very hard alwaies 
to kerpe in the meane and middle of vertue, and neuer to de- 
clyne fo any of the vitious extreames. But vet as Dyoniſius 
teacheth) ver tue it ſelle, oz the action thereof pꝛoctedeth of en- 
tire « vniuerſal cauſe, wherein al the cirrumſtantes ot vertue 
it ſelf do concurte. But vice doth conſiſt of the defect oz imper 
fection of any circumſtauce, is commonly ſeene to erre fatle, 


and periſh by infinike meanes. Wh! Salomon 4 

«1. » The number ot twles is infinite, wo that tee llutfiehty 
pow the way ofvertue is fraite andnarrowe. But the way 
ee 

unpet not then are of good zeale to 
pet fedion.as ſhal be hereaffer declared. 
A reprehen A certaine man ſaid vnto Jeſus: L onde tel me how ſha! 
gon of our doe ? lines there are but fewe which are ſaued. And Chz 
foth,negli- Made anſwere in the flir ſt of Luke 5 ſaying: ſfrine pe to enter 
Re 0 02 goe in by the narrowe gate. Notikying thereby the woꝛds 
gelle, befo2e rohearſed to pꝛodue the ſmall number of them which 
ſhalbe ſaved. And furthermoze foz the better vnderſkandinge 

howe ſtraight and narrow the way is which leadeth to ſalua⸗ 

tion, marke we the wozds of Gregorius ſaping : The ſtraits 

t narrowe way wherein enery man is conffrayned to walk, 

(which doth carefully regard the fa ol Govscommany. 

dements / is to liue in this woꝛld, and yet to haue no manner 
concupiſcence thereof. To conet none other mens gods, nei 


t. Pet. 5. 


the wozld,to laue (a God)to be reu led, to fly 


ö 
follow 
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follow that which is deſpiſed , to hate flatterie , to hono ſuch 
as ſet light by the woꝛlde, to fozgiue them which offende vs 
from our harts,and to conſerue the grace of charitie vnmoue- 
ably in all things As alſo the fruits of repentance ) as abſti/ 
nence, watching and p2aying ) togither with the renouncing 
ol our wils and concupiſcences, are ſtraite and narrow paſ- 
ſages which wil bꝛing him that trauaileth therein, to much 
reſt and quiet. Fo2 there is pꝛomiſed vnto ſuch an vncompa ; 
rable reward, which neither eye hath ſeene, care hath heard, 
no2 the heart and thought of man is able to compꝛehende, 
which is euen the pure and everlaſting Beatitude moſt full x 
molt perfea, which is euen God himſelf, the bleſſed, ſuperex⸗ 
alted,and vameaſurable goodnes, And herein our intollera⸗ 
ble negligence, onerthwart peruerſneſſe, and ſlouthfulneſſe 
may appeare. Since fo2 ſuch an bnſpeakable treaſure we can 
not take paine to tread and trauaile in that narrowe wap, no 
not foz a ſmall time 02 iozney . Wherevpon Chriſoſtome 
ſaith: Thou artcommannded(D man) to walke in the nar- 
row way. Why then doeſt thou queſtion and curiouſly ſerch 
fo: eaſe and abundance,they which ſerue woꝛldly Pzinces do 
aſke no ſuch maner ofdemanndes. Only they enquire ik they 
fhal haue gaines+ reward, The which being once knowen x 
anſwered,theyrefule no laboz noz paine,they eſchew no dans 
ger. they deny not to do any the moſte vyle 02 painfull duetie 
that they are ſet vnto They ſuffer + abyde trauaile,. long and 
per illous ioꝛne ys, deſpights, puniſhments, and alterations of 
times. And al this fo2 the hope of gaine 4 the greedines ol mo⸗ 
ney- But we contrarily(which ould fieke heauen + the in⸗ 
finite treaſures thereof) doe ſtraine much curteſic fo2 the eaſe 
of our bodies q diſdaine fo ſuffer any aduerſitie.1Behold howe 
much we are moꝛe tender + moze miſerable then they: what 
ſayelt thou O man: 02 what doſt thou? thou pzepareſt thyſelſe 
to clym into heauen,4 demandeſt pet if any difficultie oꝛ ſtop 
de in thy way. I any rough oꝛ painfull tying is like to en⸗ 
counter ther. Pea, thou art not aſhamed, neither dort — 
R. ii. blu 
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bluſh hereat, but ſurthermoꝛe doeſt enen (as it were) burxe 
thy ſelfquickein the ear th. Now put the caſe yᷣ thou ſhouldſt 
certainly met with al the euil things vnder the Sunne, ik al 
pertls poſſible were imminent vnts ther tf inturies,landcrs, 
quarels, ſpꝛe, ſwoꝛd, wyld beaſtes, miſfoꝛtuae s, hunger, ſick⸗ 
neſle, pea and all the enils that may bee tolde o2 thought of, 
ſhouldat once ouerwhelme the, haulde not all theſe thinges 
ſ:zme vnto thee rydiculous, and woꝛthie tobe contemned, in 
reſpect of ſuch and ſo great a treaſure and rewarde as thou 
thereby ſhouldeſt win, wherefoze let naman be ſoavien oz 
vnhappp, noꝛ of ſo baſe and cowardlike a minde, that whyles 
be wiſycth to attaine heauen, he be carefull about the earth- 
iy reſt and delightes of this wozld, Foz it ſhoulde be to him 
vadecent not onely to ſeeke after them, but to eſteme oꝛ ho⸗ 
no: them when they be already obtained, Whercvpon Gre- 
goric ſapeth: Qs paine is great, neither ought any time ta 
(ame long whereby we may winne the glozie of the euerlas 
fiing kingdome . Let vs labour therefoze Coutly, and fight. 
hardly againſt vices. Yea, letit bemoſte pleaſant vnto vs to 
be werped in the ſeruice and warres of God. Becauſe wee 
areaſſured that aur labour ſhal net be in vaine. But that god 
of his mercy will re ward our faith. Foz ſuch as are not ſet 
on wozke here with men (eſpecially in auuall repentance) & 
are not (curged.o2 puniſhed-as men in this life, ſhalbe ſcur⸗ 
ged i toꝛmented with wicked ſpirites in the wozlde to tome 
by the opinion of Hierome. 

Furthermoze fo2 the moze perſpicuous repzehenſis ofour 
flouth, and ſoz the better ſtyꝛring vp 4 warming of our colde 
mindes, let vs conſider how many and how great pains men 
do ſuffer and endure fo; earthly, fraple, and ſmall commodi- 
ties. Chat euen yet thereby we may learne-(foz the loue of 
God,foz the tnhcritance of his kingdome, and fo2 the euerla⸗ 
ſing felicitie) to walke warily and wozthily in this narrow 

| path. Let vs learne to deſpiſe all wozldly vanities, and make 
or. ug. oblation of onr ſelues to God altogither with an 8 — 
car 
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heart x deuotion. Foꝛ as Auguſtine doth by the way rehearſe, 

vnto what ſtozmes and tempeſtes, what dꝛeadful and hoꝛri⸗ 

ble roaring of the wyndes and waues, doe merchants ſubmit 7 

themlelues.to get riches which are fading and ſhall (one pe⸗ Al 

riſh oꝛ be loſt? yea, riches which bꝛing greater ſtozmes of wi 

care to kæpe them, then they found trouble and paines in ſer⸗ # 

king them? UWhat rages, what furyes what coldes, what pe- 

rils, by ſea, by lande, in dennes, tn deſert, doe huntſmen ba - 

ard fo: thepozep2aye of a filly beaſt? Yea, howe long tan 

they hunger and thirſt, and how vile meates tan they be con- 

tented with all, foꝛ the obtaining of the ſame 2 men ſuffer the 

ſelues tobe cut and launced, to be burnt and ſeared, that they 

map remoue (no tuerlaſting paine)but a paine of ſmall conti- 

nuance; with a paine of greater patience, The knight 4 ſoul⸗ 

diers vndertake moſt cruell warres fo (mall ⁊ tryfling plea - 

ſures in this ſhoꝛt : vncertain life, Yea,they ſped oftentimes 1 

moꝛe peres in attaining their deſires , then they liue after " 

ward to enioy them. But in al theſe exaples. ſuch as loue not 0 

p things rehearſed do think the greeuous. And they which do 

loue them, ſuffer the ſame extremities alſo, but thinke them 

nothing greruous. Fo2 loue maketh the hardeſt, ſeuereſt, and 

moſt grienous things to ſeme eaſie, gentle, light, s almoſte 

nothing at al. Let charitie then be able to wozke much moꝛe 

efficacie,yea let it make bs moze patient, moꝛe happy 4 moꝛe 

ſtout, then greedie couetouſneſſe can make them foz the ob⸗ 

te ining of meeremiſcries . S ince we map be ſure to obtaine | 

the true and cuerlaſting treaſure of felicitie. Let al tempozall 1 

aduetſitie be eaſily bone by vs. when wee may both auopde j 

and eſcape thereby (as by a ſtuite of our faith) euerlaſtinge 

paine, and obteyne allo an euerlaſting reigne . Foz the 

paions of this tempoʒail wo2lve , are not ſufficiently woz- e 

thie fo: the gtozte to come, which walbe revealed in vs as the #| 

Apoltte ſayeth: Let vs not ſerue Ood with a Uuggith inde, 1 

t lukewarme zea'e, but let vs miniſter vnto him with a ter⸗ 

uent ſvirite, left he turnę that ſentente ot the Neuelation 
Iz iin. vpon 
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vpan vs, J knowe thy dædes that thou art neither hot no: 
cold. And becaule thou art lukewwarme neither hot noz colde, 
thercfoze wil J begin to vomit the out of my mouth. 
ao The fc ſt commaundement is; Chou ſhalt lone the Lo2de 
herbe te thy God with all thy heart and with all thy ſoule. Mith all 
na:r0w way thp minde and withal thy power. And this commaundement 
{> knowen, containeth in it the end, the rule, and the perfection of all the 
commaundements To the full accompliſhment whercof (as 
much as map poſſibly by vs be perfoꝛmed / not onely al the o⸗ 
ther commaunde ments, but all the diſcipline of Chꝛiſt in his 
holy Goſpel,do alſo tende. And this tommaundement is not Y 
fully fulftiled and accompliſhed at any time in this wozlde, 
vatil we come to the euerlaſting kingdom p2epared. Yet ſuch 
as with full devotion and ſinceritie of minde do renounce and 
foꝛſae al woꝛldly vanities which may hinder their loue to- 
wards the diuine Paieſtic, and do onely bende their eyes to⸗ 
wards Cod acco2ding to their duetie, do go neareſt to the ac- 
compliſhment and fulfilling of this commanndement. But 
when we haue done al that we can, yet are we vap2ofitable. 
And yet euery wayfaring man which ioznyeth e trauaileth 
in this life to attaine vnto the euerlaſting kingdome, muſt 
thus farre fozth fulfil it, that be loue nothing moze then God, 
noz nothing that is contrary to his will. Vea, and that he re⸗ 
ioyte finally in nothing but in God only. Now then we haue 
laid much of this ſtraite and narrowe way to ſaluation. And 
thereby it falleth ont that it is the obſeruing and keeping of 
Gods commaundements in holy ſcriptures contained, and of 
the leſſons taught vs by dur ſauiour Chꝛiſt. Let vs then alſo 
conſider which be thoſe ſtraite tommaundements + pzecepts, 
fo2 the difficultie whereof Chꝛiſt himſelfe did affirme that 


the ſaide wa pe was ſo ſtraite and the gateſonarrowe , And 
againe » that the way was ſo bzoad & ſpatious which led vn- 
to everlaſting damnation. Beholde our ſautour ſayeth then: 
You haue hard it ſaide(quoth he) Thou ſhalt not kil. But J 
ſay vnto you that whoſoeuer is angry with his bꝛother, * 
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be guiltie in iudgement. But he which ſapeth vnto his b2o- 0 
ther Racha: That is a woꝛd of diſdaine oz repꝛoche he ſhall ; | 
be guiltie to be condempned-bythe whole councell .. And he j 


which ſayth to his b28ther : Fole;he ſhalbe guiltie of hel fier, 
which is euertaſting condemnation, Is this now not a harde 
and ſtraite ſentence 2 but mozeoner he ſaith : ou haue hard 
that it was ſaide of olde: Zhoutſhalt not fo:\weare ; but 3 
ſaye vnto vou, ſweare not at al. But let pour communication 
be pca:pea:᷑ nap: na: Wherevpon alſo the Apoſtle Iames 
inhis Epiſtle ſateth: Py bzethzen aboue all things ſweare 
not. Againe, our Sauiour ſapeth: Reſiſt you not the euill 
doer. But it any man ſtrike pau on the left checke, turns the 
other vnto him alſo . And he which wil contend with ther in 
tudgement , and take thy cote from thee, giue him alſo thy 
cloke. Loue pour enimies, do wel to them that hate you, and 
pꝛa foz them which perſecute you and quarrell with pou. 
TUhat thing can be harder then this woꝛde? Foz euen as it 
is moſt eaſie and moſt naturall foz a man to loue his friend, 
euen ſo it is moſt hard and moſt vnnatur al toꝛ a man to loue 
his enemie. And yet as Hierome ſapeth, it is neceſſarie to- i 
war des ſaluation . ay rather (ſayeth he) he which hatetehy 
any one-man. doeth-loue no man truely and ſpiritually. No 
neither can he loue himlelfe,noz God, being in luch greenous 1 
and hepnous nne. Furthermoze our Sauiour ſayeth: Jf Mat.s. 1 | 
you do not fo2giue offences one to another, neither wil your 14 
heauenly father foꝛgiue you pour ſinnes. And again he ſaith; Wit. 7. i 
Lay not vp treaſure in earth, and be not carefull foz tomoz- . . | 
rowe.And alſo : Judge not and you ſhall not be judged, j 
Furthermoze,think not(ſaith he)that J came to ſet peace 
in the wozlde. J came not to ſet peace, but the ſwozde. Foz 
I tame to ſeperate the Sonne from the Father, the daugh⸗ 
ter from the mother , and the lonnes wiſe from her father by ,, _ 
lawe, And then: Ve which loneth father oz mother moze Luke. 1 
then mer he is not woꝛthie of mee. Alſo : hee which taketh 
not vp his croſſe and followeth me, - * not wozthie of = 

v. nd 
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And in another plate: The kingdome of heaven doth ſuffer 
n wong o: violence, and pet the violent doe take cuen that by 
dbopce. And againe: Foz ewery'ivel wozve that men ſpeake, 
they lhall render account in the day of indgement. And like 
\{zt.13. Wiſe he that will come after me, let him denpe himſelfe and 
tanke vp his Croſſe daply and followe mie. Foz he which will 
ſaue his ſoule, let him leſe it. Foz he which loſetb his life 
foꝛ me, he ſhall finde it againe. And then thus: Moe be ta 
bim by whome offences come And: M hoſocuer offendeth 
one of theſe little ones (belening in mee ) it were better foz 
\{2*.'9, himthata milltone were tyed about his necke,and be dzow- 
ned in the depth or the Bea. Andagaine: Unleſſe vou con- 
1 HUertand become as one ol theſe little ones, vou ſhall not en- 
ter into the kingdome of heauen . Pere with not fozgetting 
that: It is eaſier foz a Camel to enter thzough a Nedels eye 
then fo2 a riche man to enter into the kingdome of God, UWle 
muſt remember alſa where he ſayeth: A holocuer amongeſt 
you woulde be greateſt , let him he vaur miniſter oz ſeruant. 
'vkc.5, And, Wo be to you riche men which haue pour conſalation 
here · Wo be to pou which are filled; ſo vou ſhall hunger. 
Wo be to you which laugh nowe, loz you ſhall mourne and 
wepe. Wo be to you when men ſhall pꝛaiſe and bleſſe vou. 
Dꝛ thus: what ſeeſt thou a moth in thy bzothers exe, t canſt 
not le a beame in thine owne 7 Mell: Jeſus ſayde vnto a 
at. o. tertaine man: followe mee. And he anſwered: Lo2d ſuffer 
me firſt to goe and burye my father. And Jeſus ſayd : Suf- 
fer thou the dead to bur ie their dead. And he lapeth: Fears 
not them which kill the bodie but cannot kill the ſoule. But 
feare you him which hath power to thou the body and ſoule 

into euerlaſting fier. | 
And in another place: O fle: This night (hal they take 
-v<c.'2, thyſoulefrom thee . Then whoſe ſhall that be which thou 
hat gathered: And therevpon; Such is euery man which 
2deth vp treaſure and is not riche in God. What ſhoulds 


we oucrpalle theſe ſentences, Sell that you poſſeſſe, : giue 
almes. 
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almes. Uaiede you repent pau ſhalt all periſh together De- 
part from ne all pou which hauc done wickedly. ben 
thou makeſt à dinner 02 ſupper, doe not bid thy friendes thy: 
bꝛethꝛzen, thy kinſmern, noz thy neztriche neighbours, lef 
peraduenture they hid th againe, and ſo thou be wel xecoms 
pented. But when thou makeſt a feaſt, call the pooze; the 
weake,the halte and lame, and the blynde, and thou ſhalt be 
bleſſed. At any man tome vnto mo and doe not hate his (a- 
ther, mother, wife, childꝛen, bꝛethzen and ſiſters, pen, ant his 
own loule he cannot be my diſciple: And he which doth not 
fozſake all that hee hath. cannot bre my diſciple And that 
which is highly eſteemed with men, is abhdminat on in the 
light ot God. Finally: hen pou haue done all tbat which 
was commaundedyou; then ſaye : We are vnp2ofitable ſer⸗ 
uauntes, wee haue done hut that which wee ought and were 
bound to doe. Againe: Euerp man which craltethbimſclic 
ſhalbe bzought lowe. And he whichdothbumbic/hiunſelf ſhat 
be exalted. Beware leaſt yon overcharge: your bodies with 
gluttony,dzunkenneſſe;o2 the cares of this woꝛld. By theſe 
and infinite other places (myderely-beloaed.) thou mayeſt 
perteiue how ſtraite in derde audhow-narroto the waye and 
gate are which leads to ſaluation. But of theſe befo2e reher⸗ 
ced paſſages, ſome pertaine vnto the tommaundements. And 
therounts all men ate bounden. Some other are of councell 
and aduils, which neuertheleſſe are to bee obſerned of as ma⸗ 
ny as pꝛofeſſe Cy2iflt ncereiy. Pea, lurthermoꝛe the ſelſſame 
may apprate by diuers other Scryptures. Foz the Apoſtle 
layeth: They which are of Chʒiſt haue crucifizd their ſle ſhe 
with the vyces and canctpiſcences thereof, Whoſoeuer ther» 
faze doe not extinguiſh vyce and concupiſcence, noz chaſtyſe 
their bodies, they then perteine not vnto Chꝛiſt. Againe:A 
wyddowe (ſaith he) which lineth in deligbtes is dead liging. 
Foz though ſhe liue by tile of nature, pet is ſh e dead by the 
th ol puniſhment and iudgement. Then il delightful life 
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it to be thought in luch as ought by reaſon of their vocation fo 

beguydes and patternes of godlineſle to others? Hereunto 

many things might be added, but let theſe ſuffiſe, Ind thoſe 

(welbeloued) J haue here thus rehearſed, to the end J might 

thereby induce ther to the feare of God, the watchful care of 

thy heart, and to the diligent reading of ſcriptures, leaſt thou 

ſhouldeſt in vaine flatter thy ſelfe with Gods mercie. And la 

become one of their ſoctetie which walke in the bꝛoad ? ſpa- 

tious wape. Fo2 as the Apoltle ſapeth: It wee ſuffer with 

Chꝛiſt, ws ſhall alſo raigne with Chꝛiſt. It wee bee patient 

with him. we (hal alſo line with dim. Vea, and mult wer not 

accoꝛding to the Apoltles wozds, enter into heauen by many 

tribulations? But it is true(which God fozbid ſhould be ve- 

rified in the) which Bernard ſapth: Lozd many would reigne 

with the, but they wil not ſuffer with ther. Pany woulde be 

with the but few will follow ther. Pany would find the but 

ke we do ſeeke thee. Therefoze let vs not be afcard to heare tri- 

bulations ſince Hierome ſapth: No ſeruant ot Chzilt is with⸗ 

out tribulation, And if thou ſuffer no tribulation, it ſemeth 

thereby that thou half not begonne to be the ſeruant of God, 

Athete got Out (wete Dantour fog the recomfozt of mankind did ſay 

+:ht3ding a8 Matthew rehearſeth in the eleuenth Chapter of his Gaſs 

Clr1tsyoke pel, theſe wozds, Come vnto me al pe that trauaile x are hea- 

„ ee uieloden, and J will refreſh you, Take my yoke vpon you, 

ught. and learne by me fo2 Jam mecke and humble in heart, Foz 
| my yoke is (weete and my burden light. 

{Theſe wo2ds our ſauiour Chil ſpake of himſelf, Ther 
with we mult vnderſtande that the poke of Chailt is none 0» 
ther thing then the law of the Golpel;oz the perfozmance and 
warte h&de of Gods commaunde ments. By the which wee 
are bound vnder the obedienceof his holy wil, e are reſtrap⸗ 
ned oꝛ ſeperate from this wozloly lie. And the burthen of 
our Sautour may be bnderſtood by the obſernation of his ho- 
ly wo2des, And of ſuch a yoke it is witten: Jt is godfo2 the 
man which hath bozne the voke ( euen from his youth) —_ 
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the repꝛobate doe put from them. 'Atcozding to that ſapinge 
of Hieremie, from the beginning thou haſt bꝛoken and caſt 
off the yoke and ſayde ? I will not ſerne, So that wee may 
perceine that in effect all is one, the narrowe waye « ftrapte 
gate leading to ſaluation , and the poke and burden of out 
Dauiour Chꝛiſt. But then ſome will ſaye : I the waye be 
ſtraite and the gate narrowe , how can the yoke of Chꝛiſt bee 
ſwete and his burden light? Wherevnto J aunſwere, that 
the ſelfe ſame yoke, pea- and the ſelfe ſame wape, are ſtraite, 
narrowe,painfall,and vnpleaſant to ſuch as are foliſh , vn- 
perfect, and not yetererciſed in ſpiritual life, noz haue pet tas 
ſed the ſweeteneſle of the ſame. The which nenertheleſſe to 
the perfect, the vertuous, pure, and godly zeales which ſerue 
God fernently and loue him, is bꝛoad, eafie and moſte plea- 
tant. So that they rather runne ſp@dely , then walke lea- 
ſurely therein, Wherevpon the holy and pꝛincelp P2ophet 

conf{edlapkit*hins tune al iöe wares of hp den- 
dements, whytes thou half dylated and enlarged my heart. 
And againe : J haue walked at large (ſayeth hee) becauſe J 
fought out thy commaundements , To conclude, no likely- 
dod, noꝛ no fozme, doth moze delectably 0; readily wozke in 
mans mende, then loue. Foz lone of his owne pꝛoper na- 
ture and reafon , enclyneth and dzaweth — 2 — 
loning . Wherevpon it is compared to a weight. 
therefoze ſince chat iłie is the cauſe, gouerneſſe,+ ode of 
all meritoꝛious dædes, the which (charitie ) is called the life 
of the ſoule, and without it nothing is meritoꝛious : it is 
thereby euident that the moze wee doe p2ofit and pzocede in 
the lone of God, lo much the moze we doe velectablyererciſe 
all things that pꝛoctrde from God. Yea, ſo much the moze 
wee doe hartily abhozre thoſe thinges which pertaine vnto 
the wozld. Sithens that vnto him which loneth fernentlye, 
nothing can be moze pleaſant then to doe any thing that may 
ſerme acceptable vnto his beloned , Fo2 true loue eſteemeth 


nothing to be harde, græuous, rough, oz deadly Fre 
con 
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conſider ifany paine,any ſtrypes,o2 any woundes 02 death it 
ſelfe can overcome 02 daunt true andhartie loug 7 ſurely no. 

Fo2 if it be perfect loue in dede, it ouercommeth all things, 
and yet feleth no paines. The loue of God is an infallible 
treaſure. Me that bath it, is riche, And wholpeuer-lacketh 


that,is pooze and needy thoughhe haue all the wozldat wil 
And therefoze wel doing doeth ſa much the moe delight the 
mindes of men, and ſinnes do ſo much the moꝛe p2ke and diſs 
content them, as they find in their hearts a pertea and ſincere 
loue towardes God that higheſt and vnehangeable goodneſſe. 
Ariſtotle the heathen P hilolopher confeſſed that it was a per- 
fec ſigne oz token ot vertue, to be delighted in the anion ther⸗ 
of. And lurelx true it is that the moꝛe yertuous we become, 
the moze wer are delighted to arerciſe and doe the true fruits 
of repentance. Againe: As nature is the beginning of all 
naturall actions and operations, (0 Gods great grace wo: 
king in vs) is the verie firlf, fozmall immediate, and intrin⸗ 
ficall beginning of all good and acceptable deedes- Andeuen 
as they which are ( naturally) wel diſpoſed, dor exerciſe with 
eaſe and great delight ſach woozkes and operations as pers 
taine vnto nature, ſo when a man begianeth once to abound 
in the grace of God , then he doeth alſo (daily ) moe iopkul⸗ 
ly and with the better will exerciſe himſelfe in ay bt 
maundementes and good deedes, And this happeneth moſte 
often vnto ſuch as are meeke and humble of heart e- 
vpon Bernard ſapeth: Nothing is harde to the humble, no2 
nothing vnplcaſant to ſuch as are meke of heart. And right 
eaſily are the commaundements effecually kept, when the 
grace of God doeth giue and guyde fozwardneſle of wil , and 
obedience with true humilitte doe appeaſe the Judges indi⸗ 
gnation. Neither tan a manſaye that he ſerueth fozmere 
nccefitie, when the thing which hee is commaunded to doe, 
is of him right -hartely loued and deſired . Then if we 
depely and effecually conſider that it is fos Gods lone that 
wer doe luch thinges Ges; in hande, wer ſhall then 

thinke 
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thinks nothinge to bee harde oz difficult. Nay rather if wee 
ſhoulde all dye fo; him, and execute and/fulfif{ all vertuous 
ecerciſes foꝛ his ſake , wer ſhall vet bee able to doe not hinge 
wozthie of the benefits which wee haue reteiued at his hands, 
And there vpon Gregorius ſaycth, if the minde be onte fires 
in God with a ledraſt entent, then we eſteme all things to 
be lwerte and plealant how bitter o ſower ſoeuer they chance 
to be. Vea, wee ſhall finde great rot and auvet in all ale 
things which do afflict vs. 

Furthermoze, it is certayne, that the moꝛe a mans mynde 
bee bent vnto anye one thing earneſtly, ſo much the moze his 
ententions towar des any other thing ber ſlackened and4apde 
aſyde. Then euen as the louers of this woꝛlde (which doe 
altogither wꝛappe and enfold themſelues in the deſiresthers 
of, and are altogether occupped in vayne and tranſitozie 
things) doe (as it were) loath and are wearie of ſpirituall 
and godly thinges, yea, as they doe pꝛaye vnto God haſtilpe 
and without an-inwarde affection, even ſo thoſe which loue 
God,and doe wholly dedicate themlelues vnto his ſeruite, 
delpꝛing to cleaue-molte fernentlyvnto him, and fo be whol- 
{fy occupped and conſoyned with him: doe hatefully abhoꝛre. 
koath and fiye trum thoſe thinges which appertaine vnto the 
wozslde: Pea, thepÞefire and reiopce to bet vnceſlſant occu⸗ 
pyed and tonuerſant in the p;ayſes of God, and walke in the 
fraiteand narrowe waye with great delight and pleaſure. 
Herevpo n it is that Gregorius witneſſeth ſaying': Loue is 
as ſtrong as death. Foz (ſayeth hee) enen as death doth kill 
the coꝛpoꝛall bod ye, ſa the loue of God doth ( thꝛough the hope 
ok eternall lie kili in vs the lone of dall delightes. 
oz he whome tho charitie ol God dooth we bp, him 
voeth-it alſo: make vnſenſible to the feeling of anye ertetnall 
delners. Jos it is ot neveMitie that the ſwieteneſe of Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus; ſhoulde make ſower and vnpleaſaunt the taſte of 
this life. Thoſe thinges then haue J heere ſayds to the 
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of the wozlde, and innite thee vnto the moſt ſincere and pers 
lea delightfulneſſe in Cod. Pea, that J might entiſe ther vn 
to the ſtate of perfection , and enduce the to pꝛoue how ſweet 
God is and howe pleaſant it is to ſerue him fernentlyany 
familiarly. So that thou mayſt not onely become a ſeruant, 
but alſo a friend, yea a beloued ſonne of the creatoꝛ and ſaui- 
our. Foz this is moze wozthic to be deſyzed , then all this 
woꝛlde with all the gloꝛie and pompe thereof . And J hope 
that the Lozde God will graunt the vnderſandinge of all 
theſe things. F02 I pꝛeſume not to thinke that this mne 
erhoztation will any way p2ofite thee, vnleſſe the holy Ghoſt _ | 
be pzeſent and giue the taſte thereof and wiſedome by his 
ſecrete inſpiration, Foz it is wzitten: The inſpiration of 
the omnipotent , doeth geeue vnder ſtandinge and know- 
ledge, 9 
The frindlhip of this woꝛld is hateful and enimie to God, | 
een, Therfoze wholoener coueteth to be friendly vnto this wozld, | 
.-4 1:11; he Wal thereby become an enimit vnto God, As Auguſtine | 
the worldly, wel witnelleth that onely loue and char itie, make diſtinction 
betwene the ſonnes of God and the ſonnes of the diuel, Foz 
in the ſonnes of Ood, the ſpirituall and diuine loue pꝛeuaile. 
Wherby they climbe intentiuely vnto heauenly things. Ind 
in the ſonnes ol the Diuel, the loue of this woꝛ ld, yea, the pꝛi- 
uate, inoꝛdinate, and wicked luſt thereof ( which vnto godly 
charitie are ſtrong poyſon) do reigne and pꝛeuaile altogither. 
The whole tert then of holy ſcriptures doeth erho2t vs vnto 
the erty2pation and rooting bp of this pziuate and wozlvly 
loue. As alſo it encourageth vs to the pzofitable pꝛocedings 
in charitie and the lone of God and our neighbaur. Further- 
-mo2e that is pziuate lone by the which we are turned backe 
t bend to eſterme our ſelues viciouſly, Chat is to ſaxe: by co· 
ueting thoſe things which are p2ofitable + delightfull to our 


nature, moze then the things which pertaine vnto God , As 
foꝛ example, riches, delights,honoz,p2aile,xſuch other wozld- 
ly vanities. But be which doeth truely lone himſelf ( in god) 

doth 
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doth tontempne and th2owe away all thoſe things as vyle 4x 
abied. I meane the ſuperſluaus vſe thereof, and I take this 
wozde Contempning, oz vtter miſliking foz the ſull and ex- 
treame cantempning oz miſliking that a Chꝛiſtian ought to 
haue thereof, But bicauſe cuery creature of God is god, and | 
therefoze-to be loned, and we are bidden and commaunded to 
loue oar enemies, and not to contempne any man but our 
ſclues actoꝛding to Eſaies woꝛdes: Me be to the which veſ- 
piſeſt: ſhalt not thou allo be deſpiſed: Hereupon ar iſeth a que 
ſtion, bow it were to be vnderſtod that the holy ſcriptures do 
commaund vs to hate and deſpiſe the wozld, But if you mark 
my woꝛdes well, vou ſhall pereciue, that ſince everye man 
which loueth the woꝛld doth thereby become an enimte vnto 
| God, itfallethout allo that the contempte of this wozldis of ' 
neceſſity vnto ſaluation. Whereupon ſome curious minde 
might inkerre that all ſeculer people which are maried and 
thereby doe lone each other, ſhould(hereby) and in ſtate of 
condempnation. Wherenato J anſwere that loue is to be ta- 
ken divers waxen. as well in Nyitoſophꝝ . as alſo in diuinity. 
Foz both Plato and Pythagoras did exhoꝛt their ſcholers and 
ſeaes to delpiſe the wald. Butto come vnto a moꝛe perticus 
ler diſtinction. | 
Fit ſt. the wozld is taken foꝛ the Element ot earth, 02 foz 
the whole globe 4 compaſeof this earthly: habitation. And ſo 
it is taken in the Galpell whereChailtſpake vnto his Apoſt⸗ 
les ſaping: Goe vou into thewhole wozld and pꝛeach the gol 
peli to all creatures . And thePhitoſophersdooTiy that the | 
leaſt tar of the firmament to bigger then the whols wozld, 
Dccondari'y ,itw' taken fb2 the holt cegiun et the Cle 
mentcs and their mixtures.” Mhereupon it may bd thatthe 
A poſtle ſaid: The figure of this wozld voth paſſe vie And 
to that ſence the Pzince of Philoſophers ſaid : This wozlde | 
(aithhee) muſt be adioyning vato the cources ot the higher 1 
powers. That the whole „Er n \ 1 | 
by be gouerned. Y 2M ns 277 | 
| L Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, the world is taken foz the whole cozpozall ſab- 
ſtaunte created And a Plato in his boke.de timæo, doth leme 
to bing in the ſenſible world. f 
Fourthly,the world is taken fo2 the whole dniuertal thing 
in the which viſible and vanifible ſeparate and material ſub- 
ances are compꝛehended. And thereof this texte may bee 
ment. The wozld was made by htm. Yea fo alſathe Phitoſo- 
pher ſaith: Nothing is without the wozld. 

Fiftly, by the woꝛld is taken foz men remaining in this 
woz2lde, oz foʒ all mankind. Whereupon it was that the a- 
paſt le ſaid: Let all the whole wozlde be ſubied to God . And 
Chꝛiſt himſe lle (aid, This Goſpell ofthekingevome halt be 
pꝛeathed and declared in the whole woꝛ id. | 
Sirtly; the woꝛld is taken foz the choſen and poedettinste 
vnto ſaluation. Whereupon we read: So God loued the 
woꝛld, that he gaue his onely begotten ſonne xc. © * 

Seuenthly, the woꝛld is taken foz the peruerſe and repꝛo⸗ 
vate. Whereupon our Sauiour ſaid vnta the Jewes: you are 
of this wozld: But J am not ol this wozly(thatis to ſaye) of 
the number of vngodlpe men, leading a baine'and wozlvlyg 
life, of which number vou are pour.ſelues - And againe hee 
ſaid vnto him, bicauſe pou are not of the wozldg but J have 
choſen von out ofthe-wo2hdytherefozs thewoylve hateth you, 
And in this ſence the uoꝛld is moſtrommonly taken in fcrip- 
tres, eſpetcialſy in the Goſpeil ann Epiſties vf Saint Iohn. 

And laſt of all, a father of the Church which hath written, 
3 treatiſe of the vanitie of this/woz ld, dothtake this wozde: 


The wozld foz the chageableneſſe of mans conuecſation in 


this tyfe; @ince then the bolyſtripturos de bid the woꝛlde 
to be contempned and bated;acco:ding to that ſaying : LONG 
you not the woꝛld no2 thoſe which aretherein.. 
Therefoꝛe by this woꝛlde, The woꝛld we mut bnder td 
woꝛldlyt vaine creatures bet vnto tranſfito2y : not vnto hea⸗ 
uenly things · ea and therewith muſt we compzehend earth 
iy ſubſtaunce, and (ach things as the woꝛdlings doe moſt ac⸗ 
count 
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rompt, as tempozall pzoſperitie, carnall telightes, to be pꝛai 
(ed and honoured and tb become rich and clime aloft. Foz all 
theſe ſenſible and tempozall things are tobe conftemned and 
bated, Not as touching their verp being, but bicauſe they hin 
der and ſtoppe vs in the way, and fozeſlowe our tournep vn 
to the heaueniy kingdome. And we muſt contempneand hate 
them, leaſt we doe cleaue and ſtick faſt in the myze of them. 
As they doe which ſet their chiefe end and felicity in fraile and 
tranſitozy things, ſœ king, louing, wiſhing-avd delir ing them 
moꝛe then they doe God. 

Cherefoze whenſoeuer wee lee any man to pꝛoſper excæ/ 
dingly in this woꝛld, and to lead a voluptudus conuerſation, 
accozding to his appetite, let vs neither eſtteme noʒ magnifie 
him. Let vs not affia ſuch kynde of life. no great lye ſette by 
(but rather deſpiſe )ſuch a man. J meane not that wer ſhould 
hate him in nature, no2 deſpiſe his perſon abſolutely , but bis 
vices, and himſelfe; in ſo much that be them he is elopgnedr 
eſtranged from God. 

Whereupon the Pſalmiſt faith of theiaf man, The wic⸗ 
ked was bzought to naught in his ſghte. But ſuch as feare 
God, he glozifteth, Ariſtotle in his Ethickes hath this lenttte 
Magnanimitie is full of nnn foz it letteth light by thoſe 
which line vplelx. 

All this notwithllanving; wieought toboltowe th affecs 
of charity and godly compaſſion vpon thoſe whichare wicked 
and vniuſt, accozding to their necefſitis . Mea and much the 
moze bicauſe we ſe th to be wzappedt enfolded, yea blinded 
and muffted to retoyce, flozith, and cralte themſe lues in this 
wonld. Ard thereupon Hicromeſapth: we moꝛe weighe and 
marke ſinners to be moſt w2etched, when wa per ceitſetheir 
faults'to be left vnpuniſhed. Yea both wee and'Ambroſe lap: 
There is no certainer token o ſigne of a repꝛobate ſence, 
damnation to enſue, then to pꝛoſper and to be e without znye 
crofſe oz punichment in this lite Eſpecial iy — the Tote 


laith: J chaſtiſe and rebuke thoſe whom Jlone- : 
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tw theteloꝛe let vs conſider how it cameth ta paſſe that 
the contempt ann hatred of this woꝛld is of neteſſitie to ſalua 
tien. F02 vnleſle it vad bone by ſome maner of mc anes neteſ⸗ 
ſary to ſatuation, the à paſtie lohu had not ſaid: if any man 
loue the would , the char itte and lone of god the father is not 
in him. It is thereloze tobe (aide. , that there te to kindes 
ol hating and deſpiüng the wo ꝛld, ſpeaking generally thereof. 
Dhe lie ſt whereof 4s: that the wozld and ſuch things as ate 
there (ould be contempned aud hated, foz as much as they 
doe directly hinder and withhold vs kram God. Chat is to 
ſay, leaſt they be loned mo2e then God, oz contrary'to his wil 
and commaundements. And leaſt any man ſhould takefelicts 
ty in them, and cle aue wholly vnto them contrary to plawes 
of Gad in holy ſcriptures tontainte d. Leaſt be pꝛeferte earthly 
gods befoze the heauenly g@23, and leaſt he ſet the teimpoꝛal 
pꝛailes aud honours of this life, befoʒe the celeſtiall toyes pꝛe⸗ 
pared. And finally, leaſt be lone and eſtæme this pꝛeſent tyte 
moꝛe then the lyfe to tome. And foz theſe reaſons the hating 
and delpiſing ol the wo2ld ate aecefſary vnto ſaluation. S 
tuery man is bounde (in that ſo2te.) to hate and deſpile the 
world, as well ſingle men as maried folke, The which lellon 
iudge to be vet ye difficult vnto ſuch as dwell and remaine 
in this wozld . Now the ſecond kynd oz maner ol deſpiſingt 
hating the wozld, is executed by the fat and abſolute abando- 
ning and denying of all woꝛldly things. As if any man deſpi 
ling aud thzowing from him the riches and delightes of this 
liſe-Chould choſe io ſerue God inobſcure and moꝛe p2tuat life. 
o that in this ſence) to hate and deſpiſe the woꝛld, is vt⸗ 
terly to refuſe and caſt of all tempozall things ſetuler pomps 
yea woꝛldly maners and dignities , & lo to diſpiſe all the va- 
nities ol this life that we may walke in the tigbt way by the 
aſſiſtaunce of Gods grace and holye ſpirit . And wholoeuer 
doth thus, he is ſute to diſpleaſe aud offend wozlvly men. Foz 
tuen as likeneſle of things is a cauſe of loue and wel pleaſing 
ſo vnlikeueſſe is the oziginal cauſe + mother of ä 
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dzawingof mindes and affections. Yereuponthe Apoſtle af- 
ked this queſtion: Dor 1 (ſaith be)ſeeke to pteaſe men: If J 


ſhould yet pleaſe men. ſhould not be the ſeruaunt of Chiſt. ö 
And like wiſe the Pſaimiſt ſaith : God hath bꝛoken in ſunder Fl 
the bones ol ſuch as (xke to pleaſe men. They were conſu- 90 
med bicauſe Gdd deſpiſed them. Js not this a molt hoꝛrible bil 
and dzeadfall wo2d? Fo what can be mo2e fearful then to be 1 


deſpiſed-of God? ſince Salomon ſaith: Conſider the wozkes 
of God, ſtace no man enn amend him which God'deſpileth. 
And in this loꝛte to deſpiſe the wozld ,tsnotonelypto hate 4 vj 
deſpiſe all fraite; moꝛtoly. and vaine things, in that they doe ; 
directly, but in ᷣ they doe alſo chumgeablp let o2 hinder Gods i 
creatures fromattaining vnta him . As the wile man teſtinj⸗ 

eth ſaying, They are as temptation to a mans ſoule, and as 

a ttappe 02 ſnare fo2 the fete of the fwlith; And thereſodꝛe wer bi 
hate them not onely fo; that they withholv'vsvirealy'; inte by 


Saomon faith: God made his wozhcs'to be feared. But allo 
bicauſe euen changeably they doe vainely velite the repzbbat ©?" 

with the comeltneſſe of his creatures, and with the perticuler 
pꝛofit which they leeme to cary with them. So that they there 
doe ſtay and ſtand (fill eternally, and neuer attribute the 0 e 
noꝛ and glozy unto the creato Ho is inderde the one ly end x i 
ſcope whereunta we ſhould tend and frame our ddings, | 
Hereupoa Iſodorurſaith; Itis better to haue the hatred ol 
the euill, then their company . Foz euen as the connerſation f 
| 


and life of thoſe, which are godly doe tender many commodi- 
ties, ſo h copany of þ wicked doth being with if many eutlo. 
Nod in this tre atite J entend to en cheigy ok the con- 
tempt ofthis world, as it is ſet vowiſe e 
that whichconrerneththe tate of pet bci, and the obſers , 
ning of Godsiv02ve .7" ad et I hall fome times bꝛing in | 
ſomewhat of the fozmer kxynd of cout pt in afmich/as it is of . 
neceſſatte towarvslalgation, anvyetiilling of Sovs com 
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arport and loks foz the Lozde. Foz the Lozde is god to them 


which traſt in him, and to the ſoule tha tſetketh him. Let vs 
therefoze by a thaitfolde perſwaſion, t by a tripartite kynde 
of demonſtration, ſet downe howe holy, howe deuine , howe 
acceptable, bowe holeſome, hawnoble,andhowerpedient if 
is altogether to contempne the woꝛld and thoſe things which 
are therein Now ſome perſmading reafons o2 demonltratt- 
ous, of this bleſſedcontempte, are to be vndorſtode on the be 
halte of God. Some other on our owne behalfe , and ſome on 
the bebalfe of the wozld it ſetfe. Whereupon ozderly and de» 
tentlyto pꝛocæde: on the behalte of Godthefe things ought to 
indute and beget in vs a contemptof the woꝛld. 


Firſt, the lone and godneſle of the glozious and bleNed 
Cod, 
Decondaril r 


ty as much as 
Thirdle, the great benefits which wee receaue at Gods 
hands. 
Fourthly, the conſideration ol his pzomiſes. 
nnn in pꝛoper perſon did coun- 
vs. 

——- And laftly, bieaule he did ſo him ſelfe . Df the reffe J will 
treate hereaſter. Now touching the lone and govneſſe of gov 
it is wzitten: Thy name and thy memoziall (O Loꝛde) are 
in the deſires ol my ſoule. Py ſoule hath deſired ther by night 
rea thy ſpirit is in the ſecrets of myharte , andearely in the 
gray mozning will J waite fo2 ther. 

Herein as gavneſle is the obiec of our appetite and deſire 

{o ſince God is the higheſt pureſt, vnmeaſurable, and perfec- 

teſt godneſfle ſo is de infinitely to be deſired , and to be lo⸗ 

ued, Jn ſuch ſozte that we ought beyond all compariſon to 

to loue him aboue all things, And ſo conſequently, it is mete 

and requiſite to diſpiſe, ta refuſe, and to cafte away, whatſoe- 

ner may let, fozeſlowe , oz turne vs from his ioue , and the 
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neth thercunto 5 doe withdzale vs and ſpecially let ano 
hinder vs from the loue and gadneſſe of God (as Gregory 
{ayth) we are euen ſo much diſiopned and ſeperated from the 
loue of the higheſt God, as wee are w2apped in wozlde- 
ly things , delighted in baſe things, and occupied in earthly 1 
things. Foz vertue is both greater and ol moze fozce when it i 
is vnited, then when it is diſperſed therefo:e the moze that 1 
the affecs of our minde are diſperſed and deuided vnto the ins F 
oꝛdinate loue of woꝛldiꝝ creatures , the weaker alſo ,colder, i] 
blinder, and mo2e vnapt they be to loue God. | il 
Mhereupon Chriſoſtom ſaith, Loke how much thy mind 
is (et vpon any thing,andeuen ſo much the lelle it is ſet vpon 
God- Foz what are theſe earthly and carnall things,but one- 
ly beaux wayght2s and burthens which dzawe powne the afs | 
fections of mans minde fromdelſire of heauenly things. Let vs 1 
therefoꝛe extend our whole harte vnto God. Let vs be boꝛne F. 
vnto him with our whole mind. Let him be ſuch a cauſe of Sg 

lone vato vs in all other things, that we e teme no wozldlye by 
creature moze then fog it map(as a meane) ſerue vs towards 4 
the attaining of his lone. T hat is to ſay, (o far fozth as it may | 
be vnto vs neceſſary and vnpꝛoſitable to further vs in our 
way towards the heauen(y kingdome, But let vs become ſo b 
fergent in 8ᷣ laue of God, yea let vs ſo much eſteeme his moſt | 
(werte and delectable loue, that we may diſpiſe all and ſingu» 4 
lar other vaine and tranſitozy things as vyle durte. So that 2 
the omnipotent+eternall God may be mo92e pꝛecious, inoze 
to be deſired,moze glozious, (werter, fairer, + in (euer y kind 
ol campariſon better, ot mo2e perfection and wozthines then 
any other thing. And let any liuing wozldly creature be loth⸗ | 
ſome vatoourſonles , being thus occupied desu e q 
of the deuine maieſtie. 4 

Let vs ſee and perceiue hereby that the whole vniuerſatl | S 
wozld (in reſpec oz compariſon of the vndiſcriable God) is ” 
but a ſmall title of no reputation oꝛ louelineſſe. Mea in ſuch 7 
ſote that we think thele tranũitoꝛy things vnwozthy _—_— 
I. uy. ed on 
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ked on. But that we be wholly tranſtozmed;enflamed, cfta- 
| bliſhed, diſſolued and lwallowed vp in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, So that 
we may lay with the holy Pꝛophet : Lhe God of my harte, 
Ood ol aiy poztion foz euer. And againe: J will lone thee 
© Lo2de my ſtrength. a no as the Apoſtle ſaith: know that 
neither death, noꝛ life, noz any creature, can ſeparate me fr 
Gods loue. Let vs but marke and behold how vyle it were, 
fo2 thi delightes of the moꝛtall andnuſerablefieſt e, fo; tts 
pꝛaiſe and glazy of men, andthe tempozall honoz and pzefers 
ment, to be witkdzawne oꝛ fozeſlowed from this highe ſt ſu⸗ 
pereffentiall. vnchangeable, and incompꝛehenũble goodnes 
1 of God. Let va be made heauenty confozmable vnto God /F 
| agyiycd : yea familiar s enticrty hel ouet vnta the living god. 
| Fo: what haue we to doe with theſe earthly things, we being 
made and created to theſhape and kikenes of the mold holy tri 
nitte. Being redamed and made fteeby the bloud of Chiſt, 
and called to be the bieEedfellowſhip of Angels, Lect vs ther⸗ 
f02e deſpiſe al theſe thinges, and let pour whole occupation 
conuetſat ion, entention, and afteuion be fixed and altogethey 
repoſed in him duely/ which is ane ly neceflary tu de 19ib2acey 
actoꝛding to the apmonition df. uguſtine let man (ſaythj he) 
if he tu ut any way, conuett him ſelſe vnto him ſuhich crea⸗ 
ted him, loa by going backe from him, he waxeth colde, but 
by turning vnto him. he ſhall ware warme By golng backe 
he ſhall ware dimme and-darke; but by turning to him, hee 
ſball become bꝛight and ſhining Foꝛ euen where he receiued 
his creation and betng:ithere maſt he alſo fetche his being god 
oz godiy . F02 he the Lozdour God is the ver ie ſwæteneſſe, 
{wate aboue all kynd of ſmetneſſe. Bꝛighter then an light, 
der per then any ſecret, and higher then any honouro2 degree; 
Mo zeouer he is that pureſt kynd of life:to turne frõ him were 
a greeuous fall, but to returnt vnto him is a highe ryſing 02 
tlyming To abide in him is atettaine dwelling, and to dwel 
in him is happie life. And euen as coꝛne in the wet furrowe 
doth ratte and putrifie, but in the aged igherpeeet ihe 
nd 
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laud, it is pꝛeſexued and floꝛiſhech, ſo our harts il they be rai⸗ 
ſed vp to God ſhall neuer putrifieo2 decay. But it they be o⸗ 
uerthzowne oz ſunken in earthly things, they rotte and con⸗ 
ſume immediatly, And mine earneſt deſire is( mp weibelo⸗ 


ued) that thou doe ſpurne from and deſpiſe all tranſitoꝛ pe 


things, and deteſt and abhozre all the pom pe of this woꝛzloc. 
faz the loue of the deuine bountie, and though the affection 
that thou haſte to pꝛoceede in the imbꝛacing thercof. Yea and 
that by the deſire ol ſo contemplatiue and holy meditations, 
that thou maiſt with all thy hart and minde be giuen cuer vn 
to him, All which cannot come to paſſe, vnleſle thou deſpiſe 
allco2po2all delightes, all wozldiys vanities, and all thine 
owne deſires . As Caſſianus affumeth i ving, our effegions 
(aich he) are neuer perfectly kindied to the deſire of eternal 
things, neither is our vnder ſtanding euer ſharpened vnto the 
per ſec contemplation of heauenly things, vntill the cares and 
deſires of the fleſh be perfedly bziveled in vs. Py welbeloued 
if thou wilt be rich, and a poſſeſſo2 of infinite godes and trea⸗ 
ſures, geue eate then vnto the counceli of Ambrole. He that 
will (Gith Aith haz) poelſ@-God let bimfirft renounce the wozld, 
y God map be unto him a bleſſed poſſeſſion and heritage. F02 
le how much thou-dye vnto the wo2ld , ſo much life thou 
unn with God. And p moꝛe that thou liue as to this woꝛld 
ſo much the moꝛe thou dyeſt vnto God, 

To conclude, whoſoeuer loueth the wozld,doth lone an e⸗ 
nine, imbeaſeth a Traptoz,and dandleth in his lappe an vn 
ſpcakeable daunger. - 

 Whereupon — * ſaid, 37 this wozid delight thee , 
thou (alt aſwapes be pncleane. And if thou lowngly kifſe tba 
woꝛld, he will hungrily and greedily ſwallowe and denours 
thæ. And to mate an end ol this deuiſion, we ought aboue all 
things to joue God. | 

1 godneſſe 
adarily,bicauſebe firſt loued vs. 
bicaulg he powreth ſo many bencfits vpon vs. 
200 Fourthly, 
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' Fourthly, bicauſe he hath pꝛomiſed to giue vs greater re- 
wards in the heauenly kingdome, And to this ferucntneſſe 
of charitie let vs always enfozce ourſelues. Fo2 by Auguſtins 
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opinion: it is neither the greate number of wozkes , noz the 
long continuance of time, but the greater he ate of charitie, x 
the better readineſſe ol our will, whichmakethGod ( fo his 
Chꝛiſt to accept our merites . Foz wholoener doth obſerue 
charitie in all his adions, he fulfillethaſwellthat which is ap 
parant, as alſo that which is miſticall, in Oods boke , Foz 
charitie doth (as it were) open the minde, and maketh the lo⸗ 
uer to be loued. O Loꝛd my God thou arte charitie( ſaith the 
Apolſtle)thou art loue which cannot be extinguiſhed. Do thou 
therefoꝛe lighten my harte, and make it dꝛonken in thee. 
Uherefo:e am à toſſed about? wherefozerunne J from one 
place to an other? why doe J wander after many thinge 2 Js 
there not in the onely (moſt holy, honoꝛable. mightie and glo 
rious God) the perfect poſſeſſion, the incompzehenſible plen- 
tie, and the infinite aboundanceof all thinges that are gov, 
pleaſant, 02 to be deſired? Then what is mozeercellent , oꝛ 
moꝛe louely, that J ſhould therefoze withdzawe my har te 
from the, g turne it vatofraill things, coueting 02 deſiring 
any maner of thing without thee oz beſides the > And where 
was 3 when J was not with thee? Whither rame mp af- 
fections aſtray, when they did not deſire thee onely 7 © God 
of my life, howe vainely is it conſumed : And howe vnfruit- 
fully are my days ſtolen away whileft J lined idlety and vn⸗ 
| '  paofitably befoze thee? But from hence fozewards let my 
„ © Toute be vnmoueably fired in ther. Foz enen as the Hart deſt- 
| reth the frech fountaines when he is chaſed, euen fo my harte 
| +151 c51:.; delireth to be with ther D God, 
3 ch Whoſoeuer doth glo2ifie mee, J wilalſo glo2ifie him faith 
| commerh the Lozde God in the ſecond Chapter ofthe firſte boke of the 
the zeale Kings: And they which contempne me ſhal be diſhonozed, fo2 
: 2 ol the lone of God, the zeale of the deuine honoz doth rife and 
is hone. n As allo an erceding affection to adoze and woꝛrſhiß 


him 
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he ſaide; J am become zealous in zeale fo2 the Loꝛde God. 
And the moze fernentlythat wee loue him, the moze inten» 
tively allo we deſire to woꝛſhip him in all thinges, pea. and 


to enduce others with vs to the wozſhipping of his name, 
Foe euen as God (byreaſon of his vameaſarable bountie, : 


ſo much as he is woathte to be beloued , but doeth infinitely 
faile thereof, Do by the reaſon of his maieſtie, dignitie, and 
vamealured holineſſe, be is infinitely to be honourcd. So 
that euery man is much defectiae in doing of ſuch reuerence 
vnto him, as he (in himſelfe doth deferue. And herevpon the 
holy fathers pꝛofoundly pondering theſe conſiderations) did 
s\ſteeme all their dedes and conuerſation, how perfect ſaeuer 
it were) to be of none effect . And therefoꝛe the docto2s ſay: A 
man ſhould rather ſuffer death, then commit the leaſt fault o: 
offence wilfully. Foꝛ as much as ſinne(in that it derogateth 
any thing from the erteding great maieſtie of God is a huge 
and vnreaſonable enozmitie. Then if we do honoꝛ the ercel- 
tent maieſtie of God ſo much the moze, becauſe by the behol- 
ding and conſideration of his woꝛthineſſe we are able to de- 
ſpiſe and hartily to reiect all „ vaine, and tranſitozie 
things: tothe end that being vaburthened and clean diſpat⸗ 
ched of them, we may attentiwety giue our ſelues to the pure 
free,and entire wozſhipping of the ſame - it muſt nerdes fol⸗ 
low that they which thꝛough zeale do altogither deſpiſe and 
fo:ſake the woꝛld ſhall immediately honoz God with all in- 
tegritie of hart. And therefoze (by his grace and mercies are 
made wozthyto be glozified, honozed and extolled with him. 

And likewiſe the leſſe that a man do occupiehim ſelf.in ma 
ny bulineſſes, ſo much the moze perfealy he is bent vnto the 
onely God. And ſo much the lofcter t mo2e ſincere his mynd 


is, in the pꝛaiſing of his name. Yea he may ſo much the moze 


be wholly at leaſure to exerciſe him ſelſe in his ſeruice . and 
walke vp; ightly in all godlineſſe. Pozeouer _— ſaith: 
ono: 


bim in ali things. Which zeale the Pꝛophet Helie had when! Neg. 


bis infinite amiableneſſe) is ſuch that no man can loue him 
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1)ono2 God with all thy ſubſt aunce and the fruits of thine in 
cc2ale. If then it pertaine vnto the hono2 of God, to offer him 
any part of our outward ſubſtaunce, it milk by ſtronger rea- 
ſon appertaine moꝛe vnto his honoz, torefuſeall wozlbly va⸗ 
nities freely foꝛ the wozſt;tpping and gloꝛining of him. and to 
pꝛeſent our ſelues vnto him with full deuotion. And ſo doe 
they which rontempne the woꝛld in ſuch manner as is befoꝛe 
laid. And therfoze to the end thou maiſt vnceſſauntlyſ as much 
as in the lyeth giue thy ſelfe vnte the pꝛalſe woꝛſhip and ho⸗ 
nour of the deuine maieſtie, yea thou maiſt quietiy repoſe thy 
elfe in ſweete contfplation of his mercies, reioice in his b 


ſedneſle, like a natur all louing child, — 50 all thovayes 
of thy life vertcouſly. 

Jerhozte thee (my welbe loued altogither to delpile th 
woꝛld, and to paſſe oner al the tranſito2p vanitiestherof with 
a noble courage , yea to goe hartily to wozketn the onely ho- 
nouring of God. Foꝛ is not the vileneſſe and lothſomneſte of 
this woꝛld infinite, being compared to the highest and vns 
changeable godneſſe? yea doſt᷑ not thou think it an vnwoꝛ thy 
thing, by occaſion of earthly and woꝛldip connerfation-) to 
be hindered and letted from the duet ie which thou oweſt vnto 
the honour and maieſtie of Cod? and to be withdꝛawne from 
the holy ererciſes of vertue and godline le, foꝛ the moſt vaine 
liberttes of woꝛldly conuerſation, and vnlawfall actions ? to 
conclude, if thou gloꝛiſie Ood and deſpiſe the world, then God 
doubtleſſe will cauſe the to be honoured exccedingly as Eſay 
witneſleth ſaping:; ik thou gloꝛiſte God ( following not thine 
owne wayes, noꝛ yeelding to thy owne wil) the Loꝛd wil geue 
thee reſt, , and wil filthy ſoule with tomely bꝛightnes Vea, 
then ſhalt thou be much delighted in the Loꝛde; and hee hall 
ſet ther vp about the height of the carth,/Whereupon Hilarye 
ſapeth: This doe 4 cheilly owe vnto God, that all my power 
all my ſentes, and all my ſpirits may ſounde his pꝛaiſe. Foz 
to that end we recetued bodie and bodely members pea lyfe 
and ſoule of God, that we mint wozthiphim generally with 


them 
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them all. And there foze the Apoſtle ſapeth: As peu haue ge- 
uen ouer your members to ſerue vncleanneſſe and intquitie. 
lo now ((aith he) giue ouer pour members to doe rightcouſs 
ncfle and holine ſſe. And this it is to honcur God wozthely, x 
to doe (foꝛ his honoz)whatſoeuer we may poſſibly do to plcaſe 
him, yea and pet neuer theleſle hunibly to confelle that we do 
nothing wozthy of thanks oz merite . Ther foze it is w2ittens 
To glozifie God as much asliethin vs ſhall pꝛeuaile with 
his mercy, and is bepond all pꝛaiſe - Deferre not then ( my 
welbeloued) to geue whole poſſeſſion of thy ſelle and all that 
thou haſt, thy body and thy ſoule, pea thine inward thoughts 
and out ward actions, vmo the diuine maieſtie. Leaſt abuſing 
Gods gifts thou conſequently ſerue the Dell. Fo: whoſoe⸗ 
Ker doth liue vitiouſly, he is a ſeruaunt of the Deuill. 

The Pꝛophet Eſay in his 6:. Chapter bath theſe wo2des: 
J willremember the Lo2d foz his mercy. Pea J will pꝛaple 
the Lo2de foz all that he bath geuen vs , i foꝛ all that he hath 
beſtowed vpon vs accozding to his godneſſe . If then wee 
| would perfectly know how carefullye wer ought to ſ&ke the 
way of ſaluation and walke therein, yea and how much wee 
ought to deſpiſe the vaine delightes ofthe wozld : Let vs hee- 
delp conſider what the onely begotten ſonne of God did, ſuffe 
red, and toke vpon him foz our health and ſaluation. Ik hee 
then, through the wiſedome t pꝛouidente of Cod the father, 
yea thꝛough the eternall, vncreated, vnbegotten, and vnmea 
ſurable fozeſight did not without great cauſe and teaſon) take 
vpon him, doe, and ſuffer ſo many things foz vs, 

It the onely begotten ſonne of God being perfect and om- 
nipotent, did ſoʒ our health and ſaluation take vpon him our 
ſublteunce, and nature, if be were (faz our ſake ) conuerſant 
heere on earth, ſo many yeares, il he did ſuſkeing and endure 
ſo many trauailes, laboures, and paines,fo our inſtruction e 
redemption, finally if he ſuffered therefoze moſt bitter and 
cruell death, let vs not ſet light by our ſelues,no} make (inal 
WW of our ſaluation, 

Neither 
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Neither let vs thinke that wer can be ſaued by Neight and ſu⸗ 
pcrficiall ſeruing of him, by cleauing vnto wozldly vanities, 
neither pet by liuingcarelefly and without ſeate. Foz neither 
is the euerlaſting paine of dampnat ion ſo auopded, no2 pet - 
the heaucnly kingdome is not ſo obteined . Foz Chꝛiſt ſuffe · 
red and was crucified foz vs, that we might thereby kollowe 
bis ſteps and example. Then it is neteſlaty that we be cofoz- 
med vnto his paſſion, and that we crucifie our ſelues as he did 
Foz whoſocuer ſaith that he remaineth in God, muſt walke 
cuen as he walked, Whereupon the Apoll le ſaid : Jf we ſuf- 
fer with him, wee ſhall reigne with him alſo , And againe he 
ſaith: Be ye followers andimitatozsof God, as his beſt be- 
loued childzen.And what els is it to be cofozmed vnto Chziſts 
paTion, to dye with him, and to followe his ſepps, but even 
to moꝛtiſie al vanities and wickedneſſe,to conſtitute our bo- 
dies wholly in the feare of God, to reſtraine and bzidle our 
owne naturall libertie, vnder the commaundements of his 
holre lawes, andtoſubmit our willes altogether vnto his 
godly will 2 . Foz when we knowe and beleue that our lozd 
and Sautour(Jeſus Chꝛiſt) did moſt patiently ſuffer innume 
rable deriſions and mockes, flaunders,blaſphemies, labours 
and paines, with all meekeneſfle of pouertie, with all lowly 
nelle of minde and with all perfection of charitie,ſo as finally 
he ſuffered the moſt vile kyndof death fo2 vs, let vs think that 
it were moſt vndecent foz the ſeruaunt ił he ſhould line in de⸗ 
lightes, reiopte in wozldly riches and wallowe in earthlpe 
vanitics, whoſe maiſter was ſo buſily conuerſant, affliged £ 
killed fo2 the ſeruaunts ſake , Foz the ſeruaunt is not aboue 
dis maiſter And Gregory (aid well: Nothing is ſo greeuous 
but that it might be ſuſfered with god will, if we would of- 
ten call to memo2y the paſſion of Chꝛiſt. Yarken then vnto 
holy Bernard ſpeaking to thee in the perſon of Chꝛiſt. Behold 
O man (ſaith he) what J ſuffer foz thee. There is no paine 
comparable to that wherewith J am toʒmented. J tali vnto 
the becauſe J am afflicted fo thee, Beholde the paines wher- 

| with 

* 
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with J am toꝛmented. Behold the nailes where with J am 
nailed- Beholde howe all my bodye is ſtretched out vpon the 


Croſſe fo2 ther. Andloke howe great, myne out ward paines 


are, ſo much the greater is mine inwardgreife in that J finve 
thee ſo vnthankful. Jf thou weighe theſe things ( welbeloued) 
with attentiue minde, thou wilt ſone contempne the wo21de, 
and ouercome the contupiſcences thereof, thou wilt deſire to 
followe Chꝛiſt, abhozre all things that are woꝛldly, and re; 
falſe to be conuerſant with ſuch as walke in vanities, Foz god 
fo2bid that thou ſhouldeſt be vngrateful fo2 ſuch and ſo many 
benefits, And pet vagratefull ſhouldſt thou be, if thou gene 
dim not thanks fo2 the ſame with thy whole harte. But thaks 
canſt thou not geue vnleſſe thou doe meditate, marke and ac 
knowledge them. Dince the thiefe popnt of ingratitude ( as 
Seneca (aith)is fozgetfulneſſe Therefoze caſt and reuolue in 

in thy minde euery day what God himſelfe did and — 
fo2 ther. Nea and beſids this, the benefits are alſo innumera⸗ 
ble which God doth daply beſto we on vs . So that by conſide- 
ration of them, we onght of god right to be kindled in loue to 
wards Sod, and in a zeale to honour him with all deuotion. 


Pea and an affection alſo to be alwayes geuing of thanks and 


lo conſequentiꝑ to laude and pꝛaiſe his name inceſſauntly.foꝛ 
haue we not receiued fram him what ſoeuer we haue 02 bee? 
the gavs of foztune: the gifts or nature: to be? to liue: to fle 
to haue vnderſtariding ? yea haue we not receiued of him the 
gifts of grace, faith; hope, and charitie : the giftes of the holy 
Gholt, andthe ſacraments? Now alten hath Gov moſt merci 
fully ſpared vs when we haue dffenved? how pitilully hath he 


p:zeuentedvs? From howeniany ſnares and perils bath he 


pꝛeſerued vs? Yca how many haue bene tondemned to Hell 
fire, which offended and ſinned belle then we haue done. Let 
vs then not be fo2getful of ſuch and ſo great benefits, But let 
vs with the Pſalmiſt humbly and thankfully ſay:What ſhal 
I requite vnto the Lozd fozall that he hath giuen me ? Jwill 


aleſls and magniſſe the Lozd at al times, his pꝛaiſes ſhall al⸗ 
wapes 
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the incemparable gadeneſſe, loue, and wo; 
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ipayee be in my mouth. F02 of all other faults ingratitude is 
the woꝛſte. Efpecially that kynd of ingratitude whereby wee 
become vnthankfull vnto God the moſt liberall and abouns 
vant benefacto2 of all other. A any man ſhould cut off thy hiv 
oꝛ thy fte, how much wouldeſt thou think thy ſelle bounde 


bnto him which would heale it againe , and reſtoze the thy 


member, if thou ware blinde, deafe , oz lame, howe much 
wouldeſt thou loue him which would cure thy defect ? Howe 
then, art not thou aſhamed in that thou loueſt not God feruct- 
ip, which hath geuen the all thoſe giftes befoze named, 
and hath alſo pzomiſed the farre greater then they? therefoze 
let theſe great benefits and liberalities of God towards ther, 
ftirre in thee a contempt of this woꝛ ld, and enduce the to take 
in hand all ſach things, as mar moſt liue ly expꝛeſſe his ho⸗ 
nour and gloꝛy . Foz as it is moſt certaine, that he which is 
by nature belt diſpoſed vnto vertue, were moſt fanltye if hee 
ſhould be blinded byp woz2ld to liue victouſly,ſo(thou hauing 
god giftes of nature) it werenoſmall cauſe of gricfe if thou 
ſhouldeſt fozeſlowe thy ſelfe from executing the ſame. 

The things which in this p2eſent life are momen tar pe ; 
light ( although they be ſome tribulation )may excadinglye 
woꝛke in vs a great maſſe o waight of glozp in the woꝛlde 
to tome, if we behold not thole thinges which are (ene with 
eve, but thoſe which cannot be ſerne. Fo2 the thinges whirh 
are ſa ne are tempoꝛal, but the things which are not ſcene are 
eternall. By theſs woꝛdes ol Paule it appeareth that the tri⸗ 
bulations of the choſt (although they be long, bitter and grer⸗ 
tous) pet by regard oftherelefital glazy and reward to come 
they are light andofſmall continuance , Fo: therewardeto 
come is vncompzehenũble and euer laſting But now is hee 
a perfect and molt pure louer ot God, which loneth him not 
by beholding this reward, noꝛ reuerenteth him not foz deſire 
of his owne pꝛoſit, noz woꝛſhippeth him foz reward of mutu⸗ 
all conſideration towards himſelfe : But which purely (foz 


thynelle of 
Cod ) 
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God) doth al that he can to his honour with al diligence. Fo: 
the better obteyning of which perfeaton, and fo; the full pur- 
chaſing of ſo great ſinceritie in Gods loue, let vs yet euen by 
the beholding of the infallible pzomiſes of God , goe ſtoutly 
log ward to do any thing that may be moſt pleaſant, moſt per- 
fet,and molt acceptable vatohim , And let vs contemne the 
wozldand the gallantneſſe, delight, pompe,p2oſperities, and 
vanities thereof,taking in hande to walke in the way of pers 
fed ion, in the fulfilling of Gods wozd, and in a vertuous and 
right religious liſs. Foz ſince the eternal God, is a moſt free 
godneſſe, a moſt fernent charitie,and a moſt plentiful rewar- 
der, therefoze a man of reaſonable vnderſtanding will con- 
feſſe that the moze he refuſeth and lapeth aũde fo his ſake, 
the moze ſincerely that he renounce himſelfe, the moꝛe he di- 
ſpoſe himlſelfe to the obteining of Gods gifts , and the moze 
wholly, perfealy,andentyzely that he offer himſelf vnto him, 
euen ſo much the moze wil God alſo ewe himſelf the moze 
aboundantin merties ta dim, the maze ſoundly and ſweetely 
be will bzeath his holy ſpirite into him, the moze ſamiliarly 
he will be conuerſant with him, and the higher will her ex⸗ 
alt him in glozie, multiplying his giftes of grace in this pꝛ 
ſent life, and doubling his rewardes of glozie in the won 
to come. Wherevpon it is witten in holyſcripture: ia man 
doe direa his heart bnto God, he ſhall dꝛawe his bꝛeath and 
ſptritetowardes himſelfe. And here vpon the holy, true, and 
mercifult God hath pꝛomiſed not onely a bleſſed and ercel- 
lent glozification,in the heauenly kingdome, but alſo a moſt 
plenteaus and liber all reward in this pꝛeſent life, to ſuch as 


Whoſoeuer'leaucth father mother, his bꝛethꝛen oꝛ friends, 
oꝛ his polleſſious foꝛ my names ſake, he ſhal receiue an hun 
d2eth folde, + ſhal poſſeſſe everlaſting life. And what meaneth 
de by theſe woꝛdes: Bee Mall receine an hundꝛeth folbe? 

Party that foz the erternall;/carnall, and tempozall goodes 


i lefte , he Mall reteiue 4 ſpirituall giftes of 


3 


deſpiſe the wo id fox his ſake . Daying in his holy Goſpell: 
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grace, and the giftes of the holy ghoſte, which are moꝛe then 

an bundzeth folde better euen in this life And after alſo 
ſhall receiue eternall life, and the conſumation of glozte. 

Wherefoze(my welbeloued ) if thou deſire to be truely, and 

ſpiritually enriched and enabled, contemne then(fo2theloug 

of God) all tranſitozie.and fraile thinges, yea , and whatſo- 

euer wozidly men, (which haue in deede the ſpirite of this 

woꝛlde, and not the ſpirite of Ch2iſt ) doe make greateſt ac⸗ 

| count of, and thinke moſt deſirable, that do thou deſpiſe, as 

molt vple dyꝛt and myze : oʒ rather as the verie ſnares of the 

— diuel . It thou doe ſo, thou ſhalt become the Temple of the 

holy Ghoſt, and the moſt bleſſed trinitie wil inhabite and re 

pleniſh thy ſoule with all the aboundant delightes thereof. 

Foz this is pꝛomiſed by the ſonne of God ſaying: It any mi 

loue mee, he will kepe in wozdes and teſtimonies, and mp 

father will loue him, and wer will come vnto him, and make 

our abode with him. O happie ſoule, in whome thoſe the ſo 

plentiouſly doe abyde - Furthermoze, harken what Chilt 

hath pꝛomiſed vnto the contemners of this woꝛld, you(ſayth 

be) which haue fozſaken all things, and haue followed mee, 

when the ſonne of man ſhal ſit in the ſeat of his mateſtie,you 

ſhal ſit alſo vpon fwelane ſeates, iudging the twelue Trybes 

of Iſrael. And this it is that Paul meant ſaying: You knowe 

not that the ſaints ſhall iudge ol this wozlde. Beholde what 

an vnſpeakable dignitie this is, and how they are honoured 

ol God, which foz his honoz do fozſake all things, and there⸗ 

vpon Gregorie ſayth:whoſceuer being ffirred with the pꝛick 

02 goade of godly zeale, doeth foꝛſake ſuch thinges as bee here 

polleſſeth, ſhal vndoubtedly obtaine ſherea height of judictall 

dignitie, that he may como to iudge with the Judge, becauſe 

by conſideration of the judgement , bee did chaſten himſelle 

willingly with pouertie. Doe not therefoze loſe ſomanye 

godly treaſures which ſhall remaine foz euer,foz theſe things 

which can be but ſmall time poſſeſſed . Fo2 beholde Chaiſt 


ſareth: I ſtand at the doze and knock, aa © 
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the dozeof thy heart, and harken bnto my counſel, J wil come 
in vnto ther, and enter into thy mind, and thou ſhalt ſup with 


me. Oo that thon leſt howe God will cheriſh ther with hea ⸗ Per. 


uenly comfozt, wil fulfill thee with ſpiritual delightes, e thou 
ſhalt taſte how ſwerte God is , and how manifold is the mul- 
titude of his delightfulnes. All which the louers of this woꝛ ld 
cannot taſt, becauſe they are not wozthie to receiue the holye 
ghoft. As our ſauiour ſaid vnto his Apoſtles in the 14. Chap⸗ 
ter of lohn: I wil pzay vnto my father foz you, and he ſhall 
giue you another ſpirit,euen the holy gholt, whom the woꝛld 
cannot teteiue. Whervpon Bern ard ſaith: The holy deleda⸗ 
tid doth decline him which is firſt occupyed in ſetuler deſires, 
and ſuffreth him not to mingle vanitie with veritie eternitie 
with frailtie,ſpiritualtie with tempoꝛaltie, noz high thinges 
with low things. That thereby hee may learne what things 
mount vpward towarde heauen, what things dꝛaw down- 
wards toward earth, Fozifthemindhaue where with to ber 
ovtwardly delighted, it remaineth inwardly without ſpiritu- 
al delight. And that it is which Hierome doeth ſo wozthily 
Lap If we cut ird the fleſh ſach things as we do moſt delight 
in, we ſhall ſtraight way find in theſpirite that which wil de⸗ 
light vs. I the out warde wandꝛing be ſhut bp, the inwarde 
acceſſe to God is opened, ſoꝛ the leſſe that the ſoule be diſper⸗ 
ſed in it ſelle, the ſtraighter it is erected to things aboue, by 
fpirituall pzoceeding . And therefoze to the ende that thou 
mayelt (by the b2ightnelle of the holye Ghoſt) wholſom!ye 
beholde that moſt noble wozthineſſe of thoſe ſpirituall and 
ſupernaturall god things, ſet light by theſe tempoꝛall vani- 
ties, yea, ſpurne from th, andvtterly foꝛſake all that is 
earthly. Foz as Bernard confeſleth: They which aredeligh- 
ted inthings that are pzeſetit; and ſubiec vnto frailtie , can 
hardly 02 not at all beholde and contemplate things that are 
peauenly and eternal. But he which accounteth them as duſt 
oz ſhadowes,ſhalbe the ſooner raiſed bp in ſpirite to the atfai- 
ning of ſpiritual x — herewithal _— 
9. do 


— eee eee Ce 
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doſt (my we lbeloued) (me to be ſame what delighted in ti⸗ 
ches,honoz,t glozic therefoze I dare not fully (axe vnts thee, 
that thou ſhould@ make no maner account thereof.But mine 
adnionition is, that thou ſhould not earneſtty noz hartity de 
lire the decetuable riches,the woꝛloly honoz, no2 the gloꝛy of 
men but that with thy whole heart thou ſ&ke-4 ſear ch nar- 
rowly foz the (piritual treaſure of vertae, the henuenly honoz 
t the eternal glo2y . And ſo ſbalt thou become a right riche 

man aboue al them that loue this wo ld. Foz Hicrome ſaith: 
thoſe only are to be accounted true riches, which make vs a⸗ 
boundant in all vertues And therefoze if thou deſire to be 
riche , then loue + imbꝛace the right riches of vertue. A thou 
aſpyꝛe vnto the height of hono2, then make haſt cowards the 
beauenly kingdome. And if thou couet acrowne of glozie o: 
dignitie, then to be appointed t enthꝛoned amongeſt the An; 
gels aboue. And this ment Gregotie when be ſaide : deſpiſe 
wozldly riches and thou ſhalt haue aboundance . Contemne 
wozldly honoz t thou ſhalt become gloz ious-Setiight by eaſe 
t coꝛpozal qupyet in this life , and thou ſhalt haue life euer la- 
ſting, Whoſoener can learne to contemne himſei le, hal ſone 
learne to deſpiſe all things foz God onely. And he that noetb 
ſo, may ſay with the holy Apoſtle: J hane loft al things (faith 
he)to the end J might gaine Chzilt Jeſus, 
X The 2ophet i lay in dis leuent Chapter cryed out ſap- 
$cv'e 2%) ing: This nation 02 people un without wiſedome 02 aduiſe: 
-:0pcr pet Would God thep could tale oz vnderſtad, & woulo fozeſethe 
ton (cuen latter end. As alſo the Philoſophers rule is:Diſcentem opor- 
Chuan ter credere . Alearner at beleue. And the P2ophet alſo 
counſe '*- witnelleth:if we belenengt we (hal not vnderſta nd. And Sa- 
wacht do de lomon in the firſt of his Mou he faith: My ſonme harken 
pile the thou vnto the diſcipline ot thy father , And in another icrip⸗ 


world, ture we read: if thou ſ& a man of vuderſtanding , ftraight- 


way watche to dzawe nere vnto him. And againe: let not the 
woꝛds of the elders paſſe by thine eares vnmarked.but ftaye 
. nn ge = 

_ ayings 
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ſayings of the wile men Then it hereby wer be taugbt to 
giue eare vnto wiſe men, to belteue their woꝛdes, and to fol · 
lo we their counſel and advice, is it not without ati comparj- 
ſon eier and obey the 
onely wile God, which is in the oziginall, ſeperate, 
and eternall wiſedome ? Since true God him⸗ 
ſelfe, the onely begotten ſonne of rab ohm foz his aboun⸗ 
dant charitie and lone where with he loued vs, came downe 
into the woꝛlde, taking vppon him our natare and ſhape, aps 
pearing viſibly vnto men, being connerſãt, eating, dzinking, 
and talking with them: of alt other it were moſte mirte tha at 
we hot harkenatige er . . 
nd urme it p as in vs maye be vone. 
But Chꝛiſt did by ens tr orc wapes (as appeareth 
ere, be e the by makin 
by pzomifing rewardes, by pꝛo ng 
dimſelfe our example. Wy 0s ee 
and apotiesviy moſteniventy et 6 5 5 ww hk 
and fotlowe his counſe : eſpecia e 
the trueth. Ubi belt e ee ges, 
and what is moſt expedient foꝛ vs. Foz ftnce he fo entirely 
loued vs. that foʒ our rede he voncheſafed to dye, wer 
may be moſte aſſured that the counſelt he arid is moſte 
ſounde and ſure to leane vnto . eie 5 his 
diſciple Lea rr Weg. alt things hi s mot 
wholeſome and ſounde doctrine, 15 t fo much the 
moꝛe bleſſedty and with mote del n in thehea⸗ 
nenly kingdome, as chi ren 8 
tiuel 
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per perſon . Yea and bath with his owne moutbgiuen ther 
counſel to contemne the woald, and to make thine eſtate pers 
fect. F02 where as he taunſelled the rich yong man which frõ 
ta vetes had oblerued all the pzeceptes in the golden 
Tables 1 Thou la a If thou wilt 
be per fed, goe 2 . Wool to the poze, 
and come. and ba e lt haue treaſuce in 
alan d d e cal tat 2 
peraduenture pet ued t pe pꝛeceptes in al 
popnts from thy ep But thou wilt ſay: Can al 
men lead a IJ au c e wozlde altogither : Dy 
this i 4 fall ion, and miete faz ſonde, wazldip, t wic- 
ked 1 aamon .ſapeth: the number offoles is 
jaftai 9 kb fathers haue anſwered this kind of ob- 
legion at lar 32 there is great difference in tudgement 
Weiten his requyzed tothe conleruation 4 main- 
; pep cone eee 1055 — 
reg 0 1 ce of the 03 
tikeueſle. But to remaingin the woꝛld ta das and per ſontme 
the act ol generation, and to till and manure the earth is not 
rcquiſite foz the maintenance of the firſte vndiuidable · lub⸗ 
ſtance, hut W owne ſt 


0 


to a holpe and ſolitarie life, ſhould the 8 
Thinkelk thouthat fo 50 onely the earth A 7 abandas 
ned, 02 the rackes tranly SPI mound of theix ? 

why awe the counſell. of t 


_ raed 5 the Angel - 
moſt graue an counlaylour, whichis the An 
fenger of the great cou ie Sotha bee fe- 
ly defende thy (elfe fr : 


FARMS 
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rereiued into the reſting place ot the Loꝛd thy God. 


haue the light of life. - Wherevppon Leo did right tlarkelyr 
affit me, ſaying : The whole victozteofonr Santour wher⸗ 
by he duertame both the woꝛlde and the diutl , was begunne 
and finiſhed in true humilitie. 

Further moꝛe as Bernard witneſſeth, Chꝛiſt did alwayes 
chooſe thoſe things which were moſt greenons vnto fleſhand 
bloud, and whichdid moſte declare humilitie. Foz he choſe 
a poꝛe mother, of whome he was contentedfo bebozne in 


the middeſt of the colde TWinter,in the midſt of darkenight, 


in a ſtrange place, and in ahomelyCribbe , When de was 
bozne he was wꝛapped in a fewe tozne clouts; and layd in 
the Dre manger . Yea, mo2coner, when of him ſelfe hee 
was tiche and aboundant, oz rather the verye true, higheſt, 
and omnipotent God, hee betame pooze foꝛ our ſakes , And 
ſo poze that he ſayde: The birds ofthe ayꝛe hane their neſts, 
and the Forcs their dennes, but the ſonne of man hath not 
where to hyde his head. 


And howe many perſecutions he ſuffered and endurcd by * NMat. 8. 
the Jewes is lutkiciently teſtiſted by the Euangeliſtes F02 | wg, 


ſome ſayde vnto him: Me hath a dinell , and the man is mad. 
Some calledhim glutfon, bibber of Mine, and friend to the 
Publicans . Some ſapde, that by Belzebub chiefc P2ince 
of the diuels he caſt out wickedſpirites, Other ſayde: Bow 
is this man from God, and we knowe that he is a ſinner. 


Til he kill himſelfe , Dometimes they woulde ſtone him, 


ſome other whyles thꝛowe dim downe headlong, and at 
laſt they betr aped him and put him to a molle vyle kynde 
of death. Gat in all theſe thinges what did the innocent 


Lambe of Cod, the ſonne of the caerlaſting- Father: Foꝛ⸗ 


ſooth he was patient, he reſfozed good foz euill, Hee ſpake 


w0zdes of'ſaluation and health'even to the vnthankefull 


P. iiij. people, 


*Ch2ilt ſpake (as his Euangeliſt lohn rehearfeth inthe Orte con- 
epght Chapter) ſaping: Jam the light of the woꝛlde. Bee tempt of the 
that followeth mer walketh not in darkeneſſe : But fall _ ; * ex 
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he was and he lape ſtill and 
peace like a Lambe in the ſhepeſharers handes - When he 
was maſte fallly and w2ongfully accuſed befoze Pylate and 
Hcrode: heaunſwered not one wozde. Yee was made by 
Cod the ,obedient euen vnto death. He made himlelfe 
aſacrificeand oblation fo vs, Ye was wounded fo2 our of- 
fences. And therefoze (retched out vppon'the Croſſe, Pea, | 
his handes andfeete were pearced with harde nayles vntil all 
bis bones might be numbzed . And thus it was erpedient 
that Chzilt choulde ſuffer and enter into his glozie . Then il 
we deſire tobe Chziltians andof the number choſen to be (a- 
ued, what remapneth faz vs to doe ? euen that wee lollowe 
and immitats Chziltes pouertie, humilitie,and patience, 
That we chaſtice our .owne bodies by the true fruitesof res 
pentante. That we crucifie our fleſh with all the vices econ» 
cupiſcences thereof. That we make haſt to walkein the nar⸗ 
row path with all feare and carefulneſſe That we be not o- 
ucrcome with euill, but let vs vanquich the caill, with god⸗ 
nelle. Let vs not render cuilfo; god vntoany man Let vs 
not pamper and cher ich our fleſh in miſerable delights. No2 
let vs giue place to any lightnes, vanitie, oʒ toyes, Whoſoe- 
uer can obletue theſe pointa, he deſpiſeth the woꝛlde happily, 
he ouertommeth himſelfe laudably, and he learneth of Chꝛiſt 
what it is to be metke ⁊ humble ot heart. Foz aboue al things 
we mult found al our conuerſation in true humilitie. Wher- 
vpon Leo ſpake grauely ſaying: All the diſcipline of Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an life doeth notconſiſt in cunning wozdes , in ſhaxpnelle of 
wit, in diſputation,noz in vaine deſires of glozie and pꝛayſe, 
but in the true and voluntaris humilitie which our M oꝛd and 
ſauiour Jeſus Chzilt did chooſe and teache (as the ſtout 
kinde of defence)euenfrom the womb of his mother vnto 
death of the croſſe. Whersby it appeareth alſo how true it is 
that Cyprian ſayth: All the life of man, (if he liue like a chats 
tian, i accoꝛding to the Golpel)is a Croſſe tamartyzdome... 
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As alſo Chryſoſtome truely ſaith: No man may wel be ter⸗ 
med a Chaiſtian,valeſle he be confozmed vnto Chꝛiſt in mas 
ners and conuei ſation. Wherefoze(my beloued)if we knowe 
that Jeſus Ch2iſt is our ſaniour and Lo2de, let vs bluſh and 
be aſhamed if we be not founde confozmable vato him; Ket 
vs be aſhamed to liue tar nallp, delicately, and ſumptuouſty. 
To ioy and tryumph in mens pꝛaiſe and fauour. Zo ſeeke 
chiefelꝑ our own commoditie and pꝛeferment. And to walk 
pufte vp with a vayne and p2oud heart. Fo2 our life is in the 
middeſt betweene the Angels and Beaſts. Jf we line acco2- 
ding to the fleſh, we are to be compared vnto Beaſtes. But 
if we ling accoꝛding to the ſpirite, we are made fellows with 
Angels. And if we veeld to ſpirituall-finnes and offences, as 
pꝛyde, ambition, vaine gloꝛie, and wicked vanitie, we ar now 
copled vato diuels rather then vnto haute E eaſtes. Cſpeti? 
ally ſince that ſpirituali vices (ſpeaking in genere) are much 
greater and moze grievous then carnal vices are. But woul- 
deſt thou knowe who were rightly to be termed a Chaiſtian? 
he istruely a Chꝛiſtian (ayeth Auguſtine ) which ſheweth 
mercie to all men, which is nat mooued no2 difquieted with 
any iniurie which feleth another mans payne o2 grefe, as 
if it were his owne. Whoſe table is not ſhut from any poꝛe 
928&die. Which is accounted of ſmall glozie v2 eſtimation 
befoze men, to the ende he may be glozified befoze God and "_ 
his Angels: Which deſpiſeth earthly things to obtaine hea- | 
uenly. Which ſuccoureth the miſerable and afflicted, and is 
moued to compaſſton by other mens teares. ZLhecrefoze let | 
vs cleanſe our ſelues from all blottes and blemiſhes both of 
fleſh and ſpirite. And let vs immitate Chꝛiſt our king by a 
warye and fruite full l ite, abhoꝛring and deſpyſing all wꝛath, 
all indignation ſtoutneſſe and fleſhlyneſſe, that beeing al- 
—— conuerted, wee mays bee made as little babes a- 


ent paul in is thirve Chapterof his Epiftie tothe Ga- 
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T:con- that vou may be thought woꝛthy to eſcape al the euils which 


: = 5 are to come & ta ſtand befoze py ſonne of man. Now ſince we 
ary 2 haue ſpoken of ſuch thinges as enduce the contempt of this 
cet to con- woꝛld on the behalte of God him ſelf, let vs alſo treat of ſuch 
3 the things as ought to endnce vs therevntoon our owne behalfe. | 
Foz we are ſet in themivdeſt of ſnares , and are enuironed 
on cucry ſide with enemies, yea, and encloſed continuallye 
with a familiar enimie, (that is our own fleſhe ſtriuing a- 
gainſt the ſpirite) and as the Apoſtle ſayeth ; Dur wꝛaſtling 
Luke,r:, is not againſt fleſh and bloud, but euen againſt ſpirites 02 po-> 
3 wers of the ayꝛe and diuels « Not that he meant wee had no 
manner of ſtrife no2 wꝛaſtling againſt fleſh a bloud , but be- 
tauſe the ſtrife,contention,and wꝛaſtling which wee haue a- 
gainſt the temptations of diuels is much greater 4 of moze 
fozce. In aſmuch as thep be inkatigable, craftie , and cruell 
pꝛickes, pꝛouoking molt grædily the ouerthzowe 4 condem⸗ 
nation of our ſoules, Whereby it appeareth that wee are be- 
ſet rounde about with innamerable and exceeding great pe- 
rils. What therfoze can be better aduiſed vnto vs, yea, what 
can be ſafer 02 moꝛe fa2 our health and ſaluation, then to ſcek 
a plate of refuge, to goe into ſome ſtrong walled towne . and 
therein to ſeeke ſome mancion of reſt t quyet ? Ja the which 
there may befound as many defenders and p2otecto2s as ther 
are inhabiters. Jil armed with the right ſpirituall armour, 
and moſte readie to fight againſt nne. And where is this 
place? Ox this ſtrong walled towne and citie? Foꝛſoth e⸗ 
uen in the congregation of the deuout and religious. Thoſe 
heart and ſoule are ail one in the Loꝛd. Df whome euerp one 
doeth by ſpeeche,by pꝛaper, and by examples, dꝛawe ſome 0s 
ther to followe him in perfection . Which vſing ver tue foz an 
armour doe (ct oppoſitely ſinguler and competent vertues a- 
P'a].13:. gainit euerp perticuler and negligent vice. Fo2 beholde how 


god and pleaſant a thing it is fo bzethzen to dwell togither 

in vnitie, Foꝛ as Salomon ſayth : It one of them fal, he ſhal 

be rayſed vp againe by another, Yea they haue continuall x 
moſt 
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moſte excellent ſalues and oyntmentes (that is to (ayereme- 
dies) againſt the daily tẽptations of the diuels, 4 the woundes 
of vices, And thoſe remedies are: Daily troubles and con- 
fuions,rebukes of ſupertours,inffrucion of the faithfall,con- 
ſolationof the merciful, obſeruat ian of Sods woꝛd and com- 
maundements, watching,faſting;pzayer, teaching and holye 
meditations. And ta toutlude euen as in this woꝛld, one doth 
| dꝛab another vnto ſinne a bice, euen ſo in the congregation 
| of the deuout t faithful ane doth dꝛawe t entife another vnto 
vertues, And cuenas wozlaty ſocietie doeth much hinder, lo 
this dath verie much further t aduance the perfection of god- 
ly life As Salomon ſaieth: The man which is helped by his Pro. 5. 
b2other is as a ſtrong Citie wel walled . And the Þſalmiſt OG. 
ſaith; With the holy thou thatt be hotye,/and with the wicked 
thou ſhalt, be peracrked, Wherevpon the holy woꝛde doth a- 
gaine exhoꝛt vs ſaying; Be of daily connerſation with p holy 
man. And with whomloguer thou ano weſt to kepe the feare 
of God befoze his gyes, + whole ſoule is accozding vnto thine 
«  [aholineſle. op in this wozld amanfalleth often, but rifeth 
ſeldo;ne.3s ſong hurt greuouſty,and late hcalcd perfectly. 
He fapleth much and p2ofiteth but little. But in the congre- 
gation andfelowſhip ofthe faithfull and true Chziſtians, all ö 
theſe things by Bernards opinion ann by certain experience) 
are cleane contrarie. F02 there men falt ſei dome + ryſe often. 
Aue lightiy hurt, and moze eaſily cuted. Doe leſſe decreaſe 
and much moe encreaſe. Conſider then euen derpely, the 
quantitic,qualitie,multitude,and magnitude, of thp perils. 
Truelp if this peril whereof A fozewarne ther, were onely 
fo2 the loſſe of tempozall things, ſoꝛ troubles, 02 afflictions, 
17975 7 it foztranſitpaie inflemities, loſſe of tines, oꝛ aby⸗ 
molt bitter t painfiil death, vet were it tollerable, and 
| not be ſo carefvil foz thee; But this perill whereof 
A meals concerainnthe irrecuperable loſſc of the higheſt, 
rable, and vnchangeable goodnesof God. And like⸗ 


wil f — the purchaſing of euerlaſting damnation 
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and the paynes of hell. Do that if thou doe not eſfeme and 
dꝛead this peril vehementip, then haſt thou not thine eyes il- 
lumined,neither yet a cleare and lively faith, but a deadly x 
n darke ſpirite. F021s this peril not tobe feared(Withont all 


- compariſon)moze thenany domage, loſſe, trouble, confuſion, 
criete, and languiſhing,aduerlitie,optempozall death? Pes 
ſurely, Andfoz that cauſe it thou wouldeſt in the dap of iud⸗ 
gement be voide of feare and be ſaued, then bee not voyde of 
care, vainlꝝ light and vafearefull; but careful,bufie and fear⸗ 
full, Foz in ſo doing thou ſhalt at the laſt be ſafe and free. 
Furthermoze, ſince by Salomons wozdes4t ſcemeth : That 

wee are ignozant whether wer are yet'wozthie ol the lone, o: 

batred of God, and that all thinges vncertaine are ſoreſer- 

ued til the time to come, therefoze wok ought to be heedy and 
carefall befo:e God, leſt wer encurre the daunger of his in- 
finite wꝛath and euerlaſting dampnation. To the auoydinge 
whereof it is to be conſidered that certaine ſinnes and vyces, 

(namely of the fleſh) are the better auopded andonercome if 

a man doeth eſtrange and withdzawe himiſelfe from the ma⸗ 

teriall cauſe of the ſame. But howe canſt thou onercome 

ſuch vices and their bꝛanches, il thou doe not ſlye from the 
materiall thereof But doeſt dayly kepe companye with 
ſuchas vnhappily wallowe and tumble in thoſe enozmities, 
yea, if thou doeſt become a fellowe vato them, eating, dzin- 
king. and walking with them e Foz Hugo ſayeth : That it 
ts vnpoſſible foz any man to eſchewe ſinne,vnlefſe he refrain 
the companye of ſinners, Then they which are daily con- 
 uerſant with ſuch as walke the bzoade and large way of per» 
dition, and are like and contoʒmable onto them, in eating, 
d2inking, clothing, ſpeeche,paſtymes, and ſuche other light 
affections, how ſhall chey be able to auopde their maze gree- 
uous offences?02 how can they continue in the ſtraight path, 
and rightway, walking with them which wander fo Gee 


and ſtraying ſo in euer badade and beaten waye? Cod 
bid that thou ſhouldell arrogant}ythinke thy ſelte of ith 
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halbe ended with p2yde, 
Doe th it not follywe by the ſame reaſon that her whichcom- 
municateth with a lecher ſhalbes defyted with lecherye⸗ 
Auguſtine ſapeth: Jbebelde the'Cedars of Lybanas: whoſe 
fall J doubted tuen a much; as te tuine Hierulalem. 
And pet they both fel! „nt tons ie 0017615510 
To conclude, A avs in tee ,p, that the mort thou 
neglect the perilaofthyM@ble;, the moe then pꝛoſpereſt in 
this woꝛlde, the moze delicately thou cheriſh: and tender that 
kraile fieſh of thine the moꝛe thou fol loo the will of thy bart, 
the tele thou regard the iofle of thy time, the moꝛe thou dot 
now glozie,laugb, and wander in vanities, ſomurh the moꝛe 
miſerable art thou, and ſo much the moze greæeuouſlyto be be⸗ 
wayled andpittyed. Nea, the leſſe that thou thy ſeiſe bewaile 
thy blindneCe,iniquitis; and negligente, ſo much the moꝛe 
thou art ot other to be bewayled and — 


fozſake(fo; | | 
und he wil gin nt the all the treaſures and abundances m 
»H C 2} | 


the kingname of heauen. 
6) — (entnthiChapteraOdiataberee: 


The world 


vnto a fooliſh man which baylt dis houle vydn the (and. The temned be- 
Ache cane amm the weaves blewe, ann burt into the houſe, f f 
and thecuinecherecf was gregt. Ehe hobyfathers dot cm C f. 
pare this wo ide tua great ano raging Sea, which is tofled laluation. 
with tempeſtes, andi 


abe loweſt thing vowniworves, Then W 
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une wile the minde ol man placed as it were in the midde lt 


uine natute Then il mans minde ſhould chaunce though 
lone and gritdpe deſire ot theſe thinges which pale downe⸗ 
wards, to dꝛowne it ſelſe therein. immediately it would bes 
ouerthzowne with ſundꝛ y waues, and being (as it were, deni⸗ 
ded kram it ſelte, will quiaui and deſtroyed but 
ſo much the eaſter it will be aheape 
r — 
and deſite, foꝛſaking thoſe baſe and earthly plate vntil at laſk 
it become altogether vnchaungeable vy attetning vnto that 
bighefſt, and moſt ercelient immutability: Agains wh a mis 
minde doth dectine downe wards by the laue which it hath to 
„ é 
And being miredo2 mingled amongſt the changeable things, 
doth flowe away with the ſtreame — boom ne 
of twofould daunger, toſled andretofled; 02 both it is in 
till to bed}owned — — — 
er parts, and againe by continuali wozkingof the 'waue 
the multitude of affections; it is merneilouſty diſſipate = 
diſſeuered. But iſ it raiſe it ſeife vpwardes from the lone of 
this pꝛeſent life, by the deſirc that it hath vnte eternitye, and 
doe gather tugether al his thoughts and cogitations, th doth 
it (as it wert) (wimmealoftinthe fiod, and doth ſpurne and 
kycke away all tranfitozye thinges asfilth oꝛ werdes ſwims 
ming lole inthe water. Lherefwze let the mynde of man, (as 
it were) lo repole it ſelle in (afetie, -byrayſingit ſeite aboue 


and on it ſelle towards God and by retourning to itſelfe, in 
it lelfe, that by the conſiderations afo2eſaive it (being rayſed 
aboue the wo21lv,.) may beholdetheperilts a farreofand re- 


toyce that it hath by any meanes eſcaped them And thisit 
is fo go into. the Are of the Harte and the ſpiritua ll 
F 
„ \ 2 


ſaid. Againe this waalo is moſt couneniently compared vnto 
a large fœlde full of cruell thaucs and robbers ./Jn the which 
many are killed and murdered, and very lewe eſcape at anye 
time vnwounded, on not ſoꝛe nut. Pea and that which is 
wozlte,they which walkecommonly:in this fieide doe betray 
eche other into the handesof thoſe thaues. That is whileſt 
one of them doth leade another into the fall of inne, where- 
by be falleth into the dinells hands. And thou (my welbelo- 
ued) if thou wauldeſt be afeared to walke in ſuch a felde re- 
plenilhed with theeues who might endaunger ther with tem 
po2all death, how dareſt thou then walke thzough this wic⸗ 
ked and ſa manyſtumbliog blackes are laid to make 


the Kuen e fre 101 
| his wozide is compared tan woteſet on fire, 


In ſuch ſozte that (almoſt) enerype man ſceketh to 
ſupft faz himſelf . And neuet ſerheth Chꝛiſt Jeſus no2 thoſe 
pert aine vnto the glozy ot God. Men are verie 
(o2 wo2idly ſuſtenance, and not fo2 the pureneſſe of 
l — 
b this pꝛeſent lyfe , then 
and eternall tozments of Bell feze. 
thou chaſe but be carefull home to el 
mak ror / Wop ren — 


dp ontredintothe Arne ol thy Harte, and the Shippe afoꝛe/ 
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be burned and conſumed withthe-fier of viceand lewwdnee? 
Laſtly, it is compared vnto an olde citie which us the moe 
part is become ruinous,battred; and deſtroped. In ſach ſoꝛt 
that the enimies may appꝛoch and aſſault it oneuery ide. So 
that it is now no ſafe dwejling therin. But we mult fice vnto 
ſome ſtronger of defence. Foz if we do rightly'confider 
our own fr howe pꝛone we are to euil, and how llobo to 
codneſle, we thal finve it requiſite tu ſube ſome ſafer roſting 
place fo2 our ſoules, wherein we t ehe better eſche we and 
auoyd all occaſtons ot ſinnes. 

The contEpt The pꝛinte ly Pꝛophet la his foure and foztoth Plalme, 
o*:hc world hath theſe woꝛdes: Py daughter beholde und gine tate, and 
* be * bend thine eare to me, and fozget thy people and the houſe of 
[ic -rofre toy father, and the king wiltearnefity deſire thy"comnlynete. 
which enſu- Although theſe wozdes bee likteratly to bee erpoanded bythe 
-:1 hereof, Church which is the vniuerſaſl ſpouſe of Chzit, yet may they 
alſo be vnder ſtoode by euet p faithfull ſoule and mind which 
is allo the perticular Spouſe of Chiſt. Foz as Saint Augu- 
{tine ſayeth: euery ſoule is vither the Spouſe of Chꝛiſt, 03 
the diuels concubyne . And therofoze the holy Pzophet ſay» 
ing: Fo2get thy people and thy fathers houſe, meaneth, de- 

ſppyſe theſe earthly things in of God and fog his ſake, 
Set aſive kinſmen. bzethzoh „And all tat nall as 
fections , To the ende, that all thyne affection may be to- 

warde God, Yea, make thy ſelfe rithe of-ſpirituall ryches, 
and adozne and decke thy ſolfe with all grace and vertue. Foz 
the moze perfectly that thou tontemne wozlolye thinges, fo 
much the moꝛe thou ſhalt be repleniſhed with heaue nly trea⸗ 
ſure , as Gregorie ſayeth : De doeth veris well withdzawe 
his loue from the creatures which voth'only with the eyes of 
his heart q vnderſtanding;, behold kde errteding bꝛight beats 
tio and louelinefle of the Creato2, ©0that {my deare x ch2i- 
ſtian bꝛother (if thou doe ſo , the king br — the Loꝛde of 
Lords. che onely begotten ſonne of God , will earneffy de- 
orethy comelineſle, hat t;tine tnwitvcomrelireſe, thine 
inward 


” 


_derfully growe and increaſe in peace. 
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inward reſoꝛmation, the bꝛightneſſe of thy wiſedome and the 
feruentneſle of thy loue. And that ſhalbe ſaid vnto thee which 
is w2itten in the Canticles : O my beloued how faire and a» 
miable art thou? yea be will loue thee being ofaire and loue- 


tp, 

Ye will bleſle the with beauenly lyght and the true fruits 
of the holy Ghoſt. He will aCotiat the vato him ſoꝛ cuer: ſo 
that thou maiſt enioye him thy fill molt ſwately and aboun⸗ 
dantly. Foz in him the whole fulneſſe of blelednefſe doth con 
fiſt. Yea the delight of God is to be with ſuch a ſoule, and ta 
decke and adozne it daply with great plentegquſneſſe and to vi 
ſit and comfozt it with molt govly relopſings . Then let vs 
(foz Gods ſake) by the beholding of ſo great pz offit: and by the 
deſice and affection which wee ought” to haue vnto ſo greate 
nobilitte, learne to contempne euen from our harts this moſt 
vaine,variable,nedy,fraile,and entiſing wozld, which with- 
dꝛaweth vofrom God. Since it cannot ſatiſſie noz content our 
affect,no2 our deſire. As Auguſtine witneſſeth ſaping: A relo 
nable ſoule created to the likeneſſe of God, may be occupied 
in all things, but it cannot be repleniſhed, ſatiſũed noꝛ fulfil- 
led. Fo2 he which is capable of God, cannot be filled and ſatiſ 
fied with any thing that is leſſe then Cod. And againe hee 
ſaith, © Lozd thou haſt made our hart fo; thee, and it is ther⸗ 
koꝛe troubled and out of quiet vntill it may come vnto the. 
Now we haue ſhewed befoze ſufficiently that the moze our 
ſoule is ſtretched out 02 diſperſed in eatthly things, and affe⸗ 
ed vnto wozldly things, ſo much the leſſe can it be occupied, 
gathered together, oz affected towards God. And therefozeif 
we would haue it vnceſſauntiy occupied and exerciſed in him 
by ſincere; contemplatiou, feruent meditation, con 
tinuall pzayer, harty pꝛaiſe, and thankeſgiuing, let vs withs 
dꝛawe and turne it away from the woꝛld and al that is there- 
in, and let vs wholly apply it, yea and as it were lay it flatt 
and pꝛoſtrate befoze the deuine maieſtie. Foz ſo ſhall it won⸗ 
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And let vs ſo entierly loue and conſerue this true godlye e 
molt noble perfection, (which is beyond all compariſon bet- 
ter, moze excellent and moze to be deſired, then all the godes 
of this woꝛld) that we may altogether and in euerpe relpecte, 
contempne the wo21ld,(foz the loue and deſire which wee haue 
to the ſaid perfection) as a thuig of no thing, and altogether 
vaine, Neither pet let vs think that we haue done any great 
thing ta lack and fozſake carthly and baſe things, foz ſo ſuper 
naturall and excellent treaſures, but let vs ſing pꝛayſes vnto 
God with an humble and louelye ſpirit, bicauſe hee hath ſo. 
taught, illuminate, erected, andftirred vp our hartes to the 
true diſcerning, aud full foꝛſaking of all vanitie and vileneſſe 
in this wozld. Foz they are truelye bleſſed whome the Lo2de 
both ſo vouchſafe to teach, ſo to enduce vnto the contempte of 
the woꝛld, and ſo to raiſe and ſtirre vp bnto the full perfects 
of a ſpitituall life. Now (my welbeloued) ſhould not he ſeme 
to haue a minde foze darkened, and a hard hart, which hauing 
read, heard, and vnder ſtod theſe things, is neither pzouoked 
to contempne the wozld, noz enflamed to attaine the Godlye 
perfection befoꝛe rehearſed? Doe not thou then fo; the loue 
of the lee, hazard to loſe the moꝛe. Be not moꝛe delighted in 
creatures then in the creato2 Doe not cleaue moꝛe earneſtly 
vnto the wozld, then vnto God., Foz beholde the world with 
all the concupiſcence and vanitie thereof paſſeth away and va 
nicheth lyke ſmoke . But he which doeth the will of Oad, 
hall abide fo2 euer. 

It is wzitten inthe ſeauenth Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, Ne⸗ 
member thy latter ende, and thou ſhalt neuer inne And 
furcly ſuch as neither the hozro2 of death, the trembling feare 
of Gods (udgemente, the bitter and euer laſting paines of the 
iafernall tozments, noꝛ the infinite felicitie of the heauenlye 
habitation can pꝛouoke 02 ſtirre to walke warely , to amend 
their life penitently, tofeare God xo contempne the wozld, 
are to be thought of a ſtony 02 rather a ſtely hart and minde. 
Clpecially ſince we muſt boleue(nap rather we know perfe- 
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aly that we muſt once die, and yet we are altogether igno⸗ 
rant when we ſhalbe called hence, Therewithall we mufte 
vaderſtand that after this life there is no tyme of conuerſion 
nozrepentaunce. And why doe we then ouerſkippe any mo⸗ 
ment 02 occaſion wherein we might doe well? Why doe wo 
ſuffer any houre fo paſſe without ſome fruite o2 pzofit? 2 
why dare we pꝛeſume to perſever in ſuch eſtate, as (vet) wee 
dare not dye therein: But let vs doe as Salomon ſaith: what - 
ſoeuer thy hande can woꝛke, that doe thou wozke earneftty. 
Foz there are neither wozking, lil, cunning, no; knowledge, 
beneath where thou goelt. 

Pea let it not be fulfilled in vs whichSalomon ſaith in the 
ſame place: (meaning by the negligent and vnaduiſed ) euen 
as fiſhes are taken with the hoke, and byꝛdes with ſnares, ſo 
are men caught and ouertaken inthe euill houre which ſhall 
ſodenly come vpon them. Wherefoze let vs neuer ſuffer the 
bozro2 of death, the ſtrictneſſe of Gods dꝛeadeful iudgement, 


noz the feare of hell fire, tobe eſtranged oꝛ elopned from the 
eyes of our vnderſtanding. Foz as Hierome ſaith , Nothing 


can mo2e withvzawe a man from ſinne, then the often 
remembzaunce of death. And as Chriſoſtomeſaith , This 
woꝛld is deceitfull, the end thereof doubtfull, the iſſue hozris 
ble, the Judge terrible, and pet the paine vnterminable. 

To conclude euen as Ambroſe ſaith, (Plato the Philoſo⸗ 
pher was alſo ofthe ſame opinion) whole lyfe of them which 
are wile is ererciſed in the meditation of death. And therefo:e 
let vs foꝛetaſt what we mult be in tyme to come, Foꝛ wholo- 
euer doth ſtoutly conſider in himſelfe that he muſt die, hz ſhal 
doubt leſle deſpiſe things pꝛeſent, and make haſte towardes 
things to come. Whereupon it reſteth that God would haue 
our ende vnknowen to vs, and the day of our death vncertain 
That whiles it is alwar es vnknowne , and pet alwapes 
thought to be ready at hand euery man might be lb much the 
moze, fernent in operation, as he is the moze vncertaine 
of his vocation, 
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{TLherefoze let vs not oucrpaſſe ſuch lamentable and dꝛead⸗ 
fall cauſes with ſkipping and dauncing. Neither let vs ſollp · 
cite the affaires of our death ie ſtingly o2 vnaduiſedly . But 
when wee riſe betime let vs not think to liue vntill the eue⸗ 
ning when we doe lay downe to reſte, let vs not pꝛeſume of 
our vpꝛiſing. And by theſe meanes we ſhal eaſily bꝛidle our 
ſelues from all vice and woꝛldly affeaion. Let vs well pon⸗ 
der that the houre app2ocheth wherein we ſhall remove out 
of this life into an vnknowen region. There immediatly to 
abioe befoze the tribunall ſeate ofthe moſt mighty and dzead 
full tudge, The our time miſpet t vnfruitfally loſte wilplain⸗ 
ly appeare fo be irrecuperable. Neither ſhall any thing that 
we haue vno2dinatly loued aʒ vniuſtlydonehere,be any way 
able to helpe oꝛ tocomfozt vs. Then ſhal we be ſozp that wee 
haue liued ſocareleſly, that wee haue omitted ſo manye god 
things, and committed ſomany euills. But let vs now why- 
leſt we haue time ſhewe fo2th the true fruits of repentaunce. 
Let vs now ſo teuerente and Honour Chzilt our Judge, that 
we map then be renercntly by him receined. Let vs now ber 
ſoꝛp and contrite foʒ our ſinnes, that we may then by Chꝛiſt 
be ctcrnally comfozted, Againe if we doe well conſider the 
ſtrycneſſe of Gods iudgement, weer ſhall euen thereby lear ne 
vttcrly to deſpiſe all the vanities of the woꝛld, and greedilye 
to runne to true repentaunce . Fo2 in the day of iudgement, 
the wo2ld ſhall ſtand in flaming fire which ſhall burne and 
conſume the wicked and repꝛobate. Chzilt Chal bereſident in 
the aire. Althe holy companies of the Angels and of the heauẽ 
ly citizens ſhalbe aſſiſtaunt and ſhall viſibly appeare. The re- 

pꝛobate ſhall lye vpon the gꝛounde 02 earth ( which they haue 
ſo loned) with their hozrible, blacke , and loathſome bodies, 
which then ſhalbe moſt defozmed t hoꝛrible to behold. Some 
being halle eaten + toꝛn with the woꝛmes in the ſepulchre-Al 
the rable ol hell and all mankynd ſhalbe pꝛeſent. Then cuery 
mannes life ſhall appeare vnto himſelfe that they may all at 
once acknoboledge the indgement of God to be moſte iuſte. 


Ob 


: 
„ 
. 


— — 
— — —— — — 
—— ̃ 


The Needeli He. 197 


| paine., what intollerable miterꝝ and dzead 
a —— wicked to ſe that they muſt by and by 
— 
muſt be pꝛonou 

— — — 
them. And they ſhall fall hedlong into the moſt derpe —— 
re? tara atdine 
euery true Chʒiſtian be terrefied by theremembzance — 
iudg ement as Hicrom was terrefied ſaying , — 4. 
doe conſider that day, J doe ſhake and tremble on —— 
Foz whether ( ſaith be) J eate 03 dzink , oʒ whatſoeuer — 

— — come | 
der in mine eares ſaying, vt vou that ano bande 
— — Cod tbe Kato aig | 
— — —— One tribe | 
wall ocke and iuſtie againſfanother . The mold mightys 

groping rounde aboute 


which . ſhalbe troubled 
= 
= j bath not chined in vs. | 
mn . is s 


Re .. | 


198 The Needels Eye. 


Wie haneonerlvexied: our ſelnes in the way of iniquitie. 
Uherefoze:(my welbeloued ) tet vs learne and chuſe ( with 
the choſen ol God) ta abhozre the delightes of the wozld , to 
bꝛing foꝛthe the true fruites of repentaunce , to ſerus Goy 
with due reuerente, feare, and parcnelle of hart, rather then 
to encurre wilfully io great calamities; Foz whoſoener doth 
diligently. andp2ofoundly reuolue & ponder theſe paines and 
tozments of hell fire, he ſhall vndaubtediy abhozre all nne, 
all vanitie and pꝛaiſe of this wicked wozld. Foz what a thing 
is it tobe foz ener encloſed inthe pꝛiſon of hell, in the mid dit 
of vnquencheable fier , in amoſt filthy ſtincking and loath⸗ 
ſome lake, there to be vnſpeakably tozmented, and with in- 
nume rable paines to be aifiited, without any leaſt hope of 
deliuerp: Foz Gregory ſayth, there ſhall be in Hell vntolle- 
rable colde, vnquenchable fire, a wozme alwayes gnawing, 
a ſtinke al wates (melling, palpable darkeneſſe, the ſcourge 
ever ſtriking, the ougly ſpirits alwayes greening, the conlu⸗ 
llon of ines, the deſperationofall godneſſe, the hate and 
deteſting ol all that is god and rigbteous, an vnremedtablg 
turning back from the highe beauenly Paieſtte , andanirre- 
cuperable turning towards al eu: land frailtie. 

Foꝛ although in Hel there be the — anvpont 
ment yet there is no cozrection noz amendement of will x 
tonſe nt Since therep2obat ſhalbe ſo accuſed with their owna 
iniquitie, that righteouſneſſe neuertheleſſe ſhall not by anye 
meanes be of thememb2aced , loued, 02 deſired , But what 
nerde we to heape together ſo many woꝛdes of pꝛafe in this 
matter ? Doe thou thy ſelſe imagine to behold(with the eyes 
of Faith and vnderſtanding) a lake full of miſery, yea moſte 
bzimeſull of all deſperation, trouble , crying , and howling, 
bopling, with a moſte ſcalding fire , and aboundantly repte- 
niſhed with moſt ſozrowfull ſonles, and then conſider what a 
thing it were fo be foz euer greued and tozmented therein to 


racked and tozmented . 


walk continually in the blaſe of ſuch flaming fires, to bee 
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flicted with the molt hozribleſociotio of the dattphed, and the 
molt ougly faces «x ſhapes of the Diuells Fos this is it 
which in the boke of Job is called, The tenebzous land ouer= 
whelmed with tyzethicke cloudes of death. The land of miſe* 
ries and darkneſſe , where the hadowe ol death, and no 03- 
der, but perpetual hozro2 doth enhabite⸗ Foz ouer and beſids 
other infinite paines ofhellthere is alſo troubleſome, paine- 
ful and vneſtimable diloꝛder continually, Then doe not they 
ſeme vnto thee moſt vnhappie, yea moze then thzyſe and 
foure times molt vnhappie, who foz theſe moſt ſhozt and tra - 
ſttoꝛp liberties, vnlawful delightes; woꝛldly vanities,fraile 
affections, riches oꝛ pꝛoſperitie, doe fall into ſuch an vnſpeak 
able miſery which ſhall endure for euer? UUherefoze let vs 
come fozthe and fozſake this b2zoad and open waye of theſe 
woꝛldlings, leading vnto deſtruction and vnhappineſſe, + let 
vs embzace and followe the ſtreight wap, lining fruitfullp, 
— urrrems nen pom — of the pighelk 
It is witten in 85, Plalme: xely anddelightſull The glvrye 
are thy Tabernafles © Loꝛde G vertues My ſoule of che el 
doth eager ly deſire and fainte in the Courte of God. And as (cd is a prin 
the dogoze and Fathers of the Church haue agree; the lone q (Pollen 
charitio of Godistholife of the loule. Bochat without loue [7 0 
and charitie, nothing is pleaſing ,nezacceptablebefoze Cod. this world, 
Neither can it pꝛoſit any thing atalltowardesthe obteining 
ol the heauenlp felicity. Then all our actions, our thoughtes, 
affections, ſpeaking, doing, oz ſuffering cannot be acccptable 
in the ſight of God, vnlede it pꝛoctede from thatitie either by 
way of allurement, by way of commaunde ment, oꝛ by waye 
ofdirection., Mhereupon it followeth' that ſuch as doe bo⸗ 
waulle, confeſſe, and repent, their miſy#des oriely fo2 ſtare of- 
paine, toz ſeruile dzcad , they doe not therefoze cbtaine ſoꝛe/ 
geuencſſe . Foz cuerpe god dec ought to bee done fo? the 
;peale of iuſtice and tighteduſneſſe, and foꝛ godly charity, not 


ie dame, Thereak tho-Ajotits laiv'2" in e Winks uu 
N. Aiij. the 
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the tongues of augeis annot᷑ men, and pet haue not charitye 
in mer, it (hall nathing pꝛont m. Foz then doe wee cheiflyo 
petlo ꝛme our duties, when we treuer ente God not onely foz 
feare, but alſo foʒ the ſure truſt and confidence that wee haue 
in his loue And when zealous affection,(not dead) doth raiſe 
vs towards to das that is god. By this deade is vnderſt de 
and ment the ſerutte feure which onelp and pꝛincipally doth 
reſpect the puniſhment and co2rection. Of the which ©. lohn 
ſapeth: There is no feare in perfec charity. Zhen ſince wes 
might be enduted (as hath biene befozeſaid)to the contempte 
of this woꝛld by tonſideration of death, iudgement, and the 
paines of hell, vet ought we much moze and by mach ſtron⸗ 
ger realon to be enduted thereuntu by the conſideration, con- 
templation, and laue of the perpetaall bleſſedneſſe and qlozp 
of the choſen, The which is ol a certaine infinite dignitp, ſince 

it is an immediate fruition of that vameaſurable, god, holy, 
and gloꝛious Gd. Wherefaze as this fruition is altogether 
ſupernaturall, we can neuer attaine thereunto, but by ſuper 
naturall meanes; Ag thankiuli chankeſgiuing. Faith, hope, 
Charitie,and the other gifts of the holy Ghoſt, And the mozg 
perfectly and plenteouſly that theſe meanes do dwell and a« 
bide in vs, ſo much the moze vehemently we deſpiſe al wozlp 
ly andtempoꝛall thinges and plainly perceiue their vanitye, 
byleneſſe and deceatfulneſſe. Bea we doe ſo much thefaſter, 
mo2e affectionately, moze aboundantly, moze ſwiftly and vn 
ceſſauntlyaſpire , goe fozewards» app2oche , oz rather runne 
outright towards the bleſſednes of the heauenly Paradiſe x 
habitation. Embzaſing and executing all the belpe, fauoure, 


Wherefozelet vs-bemourd(by 
and gloꝛy of p elect ) to perfozme ſtoutly andcouragiouſly ali 
things that may pleaſe God. Let vs quickly and out of hand 


kozſake the wozld, yea let vs account all the frailties thereof 
to be as durte and dong. F02 as Auguſtine doth well teſtifie, 
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ternall light, are ſuch 4 ſo great. that although a man might 
therein remaine but one onely houre in a dape, yet cuen fo2 
that (mall (pace vnmeaſurable peares of this beeing full of de⸗ 
lightes and flowing with tempozall pleaſures, were woꝛthe⸗ 
ly to be fozſaken and ſet at nought. Foz in the citie of God and 
the kingdome of the elec, the lawe is charitie, the king is ve- 
ritie, the peace is felicity, and the whole courle of life is eter 
nitie. Wherefoze(my welbeloued) pꝛepare thy ſelfe and mark 
narowly what a great felicity the bleCedenioy, and what ex⸗ 
ceding delight is to ſee God plainely and diſtinctly . Foz the 
fairer that any thing is, doe we not accompt it alſo the moze, 
| delectable to behold it plainly and perfectly 2 Since God then 
of himſelfe is eflentially,fotally,and vndiſcriably,faire,boly 
pure, and bꝛight ſhining, oz rather the true and infinite beau 
ty, the firſt ſubſtantiall fozme, the ſeparate, eternall, perfect, 
limple, and vamixed, comelineſſe, the cheife fountaine, ozigi⸗ 
nall cauſe, and examplare ſhewe,of any ſaireneſſe, comelines 
pureneſſe, and cleareneſſe, in all creatures, the moſt beauti- 
full and comelye ol all other beyond compariſon : it is there⸗ 
foe molt euident that to ſe and behold him face to face, and in 
his pzoper perſon, is moſt delightfull , moſt able, and 
molt glozious,cxceding(to to much) al other and glo- | 
rp mo2e then can be with woꝛdes exp2eſſed . Foz the better, | 
fweter,and pet leger that any is in it ſelſe, the moze delights 
full and pleaſaunt the fruition thereof muſt be. But our 
||  LozdGodbeingomnipotent, onely to be adozed, bappie , and 
bol himſelfe)moſtexcellent pure, vndeſcriable, and incom- 8 
pꝛehenſible godneſſe, that infinite (weeteneſle, that ſo perfea 
Being, that whatſocuer pertapneth to the fulneſſe, woꝛthy⸗ 
; neſſe, and pꝛeheminente ol any Being ; paeſent paſte, o2 to 
- | come, muſt nedes agree and be like vnta it in all perfection : 
excellency, it muſt nerde sfollowe that the immediat fruition 
ol it, ſhould be altogether and in all reſpeas , moſt pleaſaunt, 
\wete,and delectable . Foz the obtaining whereof , all the 


/ loves, honours, pꝛaiſes, and pꝛoſperities of this woꝛlde are 
N. b inft- 
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infinitely and with erceding lothſomneſle to be deſpiſed Thi 
conſider in ſuch loꝛt as thou maiſt, what iope it would be to 
ſe and behold the eternal being of his deuine aieſtie. How 
it is and hath beene from the beginning ol it ſelle, made no z 


created by any man, no2 depending of any thing, bat to it 
ſelfe, of it ſelfe, by the (elfe, and in it ſelfe alwayes ſufficient. 
Conſider how much god it would doe the plainelye and face 
to face to behold þ vnde ſctiable, admirable, x incomp2ehtſible 
God, and in his euer ſpꝛinging wiſedome and ſaptence to ſæ 
and diſcerne the whole oꝛder, comelineſſe, truth, and p erfe- 
tion, of allthe vniuerſal wozlde, with manp other ſecret frea 
fares of gladeneſſe ? yea to iniop this vnmeaſured godneſſe 
and freaſure, and wholly to poſſeſſe it. And therewith to haue 
all that may ſeme faire, amiable, o2 to be deſired. Againe 
to bee ſaercaedingly illuſtrate with the godly wiſedome , and 
ſo aboundantly repleniſhed with the diuine godneſle, that al 
thy deſire, might therewith be th2oughly filled and ſatiffied. 
Pea furthermoze , conſider what exceeding pleaſure if would 
be to taſte the ſweetencile of godly peace and tranquillitye, to 
be euen ſwallowed vp inthe loue ofthycreatoz, to be tranſ⸗ 
fo2 med into God, to be made perfectly like vnto him, to im⸗ 
bꝛate him loningly in him ſelfe , in luch ſozte that thou coul- 
deſt not at any time be withdꝛawne o2 plucked away from 
his ſight, loue, and imb2aſings, to ſe and perteiue the moſte 
bleſſed viſion and in ward contemplation of the holy Trinity, 
and the iſſaing out of the ſame, dow the ſonne pꝛocedeth from 
the father ,and how the holy Ghoſt pꝛocerdeth fro them both, 
how thetr —_ are to be woꝛſhipped as one in being, and 
th: in ſubſiſting, and finally to behold and perteiue perfcct- 
Iy their — | pleaſing, iope, imbꝛſtang, loue , and 
gloꝛy . Foꝛ the deuine and vncreated perſons doe mutuallye 
lone cche other with an vnmeaſurable kynd of delight, they 
inioye eche other with an infinite kynd of loue, they beholde 
eche other with an vnterminable kynd of ſwetneſſe and they 

themſelues ( onely ) doe fully and compzehenſſuely, knowe, 


and 
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and beholde them ſelues- So that the choſen ſhall reiopſe in 
them le lues at the ſight and viſion af God. in them ſclues they 
ſhall reiopce in the beautie and tomelineſſe of their heauenly 
bodies, and the bodies of their coꝛpoꝛall creatures, and in the 
ſelues they ſhall reioyce in the gloꝛiſication of the body and þ 
loule. As alſo without and about them they ſhall teiopce in 
the locietie of the Angels and bleſſed people of God. Jn them 
ſhall doubtleſſe bee ſeene the true bꝛightneſſe of the ſommers 
light, the true pleaſauntneſle of the ſpꝛ ing, the perfect aboun⸗ 
dance of the harueſt, and the right tranquillity and reſte, of 
the deade winter. Jn them God ſhalbe ſcene without ende, 
ſhall be enioped without contempt, and pzayſed foz euer tbe 
out wearineſſe.Jn them God ſhal be an aboundance of light, 
and truth to the reaſon 4 bnderſtanding,a multitude of peace 
quiet to their will and conſent, a continuancg of eternitie to 
their memozye, and an vamoueable tay and pꝛoppe to their 
eſtate, 

O life of liues, molt linely, (werte, amiable, and euer to be 
thought on, wherein cheife ſecurytte - ſecure tranquillitie, 
quiet delecabilitie, delecablefelicitie, happy eternitie, and 
euerlaſting glozp, are to be imbzaced and inioped in Gods 
mercy. In the which there is to be found the affluence of ri⸗ 
ches, the influpnce of delightes , and the confluence of al god 
things. Wherefoze (my welbeloued ) let thy ſoule be enfla- 
med with the deſire of this bleſſedneſle, 

Foz if, let all thy god actions be exerciſed effectually , and 
let thy mpnde meditate thereupon cuſtomarily, Doe not ſub- 
iect th leife to the perill of loſing this gloꝛz e, foz the woꝛlde 
0 vanities thereof  Fo2 finallye it retapneth ſo greate 
in this life, and ſo great glozy in the wozlde to come, 
tha though we were ſure that we might iniove them in this 
wo2'de, yet faz the lone of increaſing and pofiting therein, 
we ſhould wozthily leaue and fo2ſake all things foz God. 


Who of his great clemency geue tha vnderſtanding to taſte 
aud perceiue theſe things perfectly, and to nm 
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vnto god and godly counſe l. Foz the invgementes of the 
Lo2d our God are incompzebenſible and very dꝛeadfull. and 
where he powzeth his grace into one and not into an other , þ 
(as Auguſtine ſayeth )is foz ſome hidden cauſe, but fo; none 
vniuſtneſſe in God. But J ſhall dayly beleche God in the 
bowels of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that hee will make meruilous bis 
mercies in thee euery kind of way, bs 
Salomon vleth theſe woꝛdes inthe 20, Chapter of Eccle- 
ſiaſtes, God hath geuen wilevome, knowledge.and reiopting 
perfiuous care TUe haue already treated ſufficientipe of the 
contempt of this wozld, as well on Gods behalfe as on our 
owne. 
Now then it ſhal not be amiſle to ſpeake thereof by regard 
af the woꝛld it it ſelfe the which if it be well conſidered, Jt 
conteineth init ſelfe whereby to becontempned and deſpiſed. 
And firlt this one thing commeth to miemozy, that the louers 
of this woꝛld are toſſed and retoſſed with fandzy troubles diſ. 
quiettes.afflictions and labours, in ſuch ſozt that it miniſtreth 
moze paine and bitternes, then t and quietne ile in all 
things whereof men hope to haue conſolation. Foz wpileſt 
they are withdꝛ awne oz turned backe from the higheſt and 
molt ſimple godneſſe, ( in whom onel true peace , and true 
tove doe abounde) they diſperſe them ſelues in tempozall and (| 
earthly things. And being not perfectly eſtabliſhed inany one 
thing, theyare carted about vninerſally . Whereby they are 
affected with manifolde paſſions and thoughts. as now with | 
delight, then with doloz , now withlone,then with hate, now 
with deſire, then with dildaine, now with longing, and then 
with loathing. Foz they haue not the ſktll to bzing thinges 
vnto anequall meaſure by the iudgement ofreaſon and diſo | 
cretion, no2 tobe in a kynd oftranquillitie in enery occurs | 
rent, but (like vnto b2uite beaſks)they followe the fozce and 
ſwapol their pangs and paſſions, accozding to the impulſiue 
motion of their ſenſualities and luſtes. UWhereby it falleth {! 
out 


| 
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out moſt commonly that they neuer continue long in one diſ⸗ 
poſitiou. And beſides theſe conſiderations ( acco2ding to the 
Philoſophers opinion)a man which delighteth in contempla- 
tion x ſpeculation, hath in himſelfe) ſufficient matter & cauſe 
of god delight. Since he is filled with ſpeculation, 4 retopſeth 
in beauenly conſiderations, (that is to ſay) in ſciential & ſapi⸗ 
ential points of knowledge, in the which he is ſpiritually de⸗ 
lighted, Neither doth he ſerke 02 require delightes in ſenluall 
things out of himſelf. But the vnlearned, the carnal, c wozld- 
ly men doe not taſte anyſuch delight, neither haue they ſin⸗ 
cerely the matter oꝛ material cauſe of delight t contentation 
within themlelues . @herefo:e they ſ&ke toretoyce in out⸗ 
ward things wherein they ſtumble (not alwaycs vppon pleas 
ſant 4 pꝛoſperous lucceſſe) but oltentimes vppon hard and o⸗ 
uerthwart accidents, which makes them moſt commonly to 
endure grefe t diſquiet of mynde, And by good reaſon ſhould 
that man which is deuout and ſpiritual, containe in himſelfe 
where with to be ſpiritually delighted in God, yea, euen in 
aduerſitie. But the woꝛldlings and the vitious men haue 
now wꝛath, then ſadneſſe, now enuie, then indignation , and 
ſometimes ſoddeine feare (which be moſt painkull and bitter 
paſſions ) whereby they doe not onely wounde and weaken 
their ſoule, but many times alſo they fret their minde 4 walt/ 
their coꝛpoꝛal ſtrength. Foz ſomewhiles they are(as it were) 
reſolued into vaine mirth,puffed vp with vaine hope, k ſtrets 
ched out into vaine deſires , and ſtraightwapes againethey 
treioyce in that which ought to make them ſadde,and ware lo⸗ 
rowful fo; that which might give them greater cauſc of com 
fozt, gaping foz that which were to be ſhunned and auopded, 
t flying from that which is moſt p2ofitable x woꝛthie of long 
expenatjon. So that whither they be merrie,o2 monrne,they 
are alwayes vnhappie, z deſerue paines in the time tocome, 
Yea,ſo much the maze. græuous paines, as their affeas haue 
ben the moze diſoꝛdered. Whervpon p L020 ſaith (ſpeaking 


of luch as glozie and boaſt not right, but wozlolp t vainly) 
| Euen 
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Euen aſmuch as he clo2ifieth himſelfe , and walloweth 
in delightes, ſo much doe pou geue vnto him of toꝛment and 
lamentation , And alſo Auguſtine witnefeth : A diſoꝛdered 
minde, becommeth a paine and puniſhment vnto it ſelfe. But 
foꝛalmuch as(befozeſaid)in the louers of this wozlde, affecti- 
ons are diſozdzed, pzepoſterous , and ouerthwart, it muſt 
needes fall out alſo that they are greenons and painefull vnto 
themſelues which poſſeſſe them. And thereupon it is conftfled 
le haue walked in the harde and difficult pathes , Me are 
tuen wearied in the wayes of iniquitie , but wee are altoge- 
ther ignozant in the wayes of the Lozd. Whereupon it is like 
wiſe w2itten: The ſound of terro2 is alwapes in the cares of 
the wicked. And when it is peace, he yet miſtruſteth the eni⸗ 
mies attempt, Againe if they chaunce at any time to retoyce 
thetr mirth turneth alſo to their owne ouerthzowe But the 
well ozdered minde, the quyefand deuout mynde, is ener - 
moe pleaſant and comfoztable in it ſelfe, And therefoze by 
Hieromes opinion, the places wherein charitic doeth reigne, 
are the verte Paradiſe of God vppon the earth. Vea, vppon 
the quiet and merke harted,theholy Ghoſt doeth reſt x abide. 
Foz a well inſtruded man is werte and comſoꝛtable to his 
owne ſoule. I meane a man well inſkruced in ſuch inſtru⸗ 
ction as is decked and adozned with verfues. And therfoze, 
although there wore none other rewarde alligned vnto the 
qupet, peaceable , and well o2dered mynde, then this in⸗ 
warde contentation and ſweeteneſſe of peace, ſinceritie of a 
cleare conſcience and holy conſolation : ( all which are dat- 
ly to bee founde in it ſelfe ) it were pet wozthie and a right 
woꝛthie thing to endeuour and ſtudye continually howe to 
ber decked with vertues, wholly to giue it ſelfe ouer vnto 02- 
derly lining, and fally to renounce and fo2ſake all wozldlye 
delightes and vanities. 

And accozding therevnto ſapeth Gregorie: That is the 
true and bighelt tope oꝛ conſolation, which is conceiued in 
the Creatoꝛ, and not in the things created. And whenſoeuer 

thou 
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thou receiue that ſapeth be.) no man ſhall be able to take it 
fcom thee, In compariſon whereof all other my2th is mour- 
ning, all other pleaſure is payne, all ſwœrte ſoure, all lle 
lothſome, and all delightes are dollozonus , + 

And againe, he ſayeth: Nothing in this life is moze la- 
bourſome 02 painfull, theu to be toffed with earthly deſires. 
Neither is there any thing moꝛe quyet then to couct oz de- 
ſire nothing. But the ſpirituall ryches (ſapeth her are loa- 


thed when they are not pet had no2 poſſeſſed , and that is of 


ſuch as haue not yet tryed them. Which may peraduenture 
be a cauſe (my welbeloued) that thon art the leſſe allured 
andentyſed bnto the diuine, ſacred, and moſte ſincere de⸗ 
lightes of ſpirituall conuerſation, and that thou makeſt the 
lee haſte therevnto, becauſe thou haſt not (as J geſſe) yet 
tryed them. But giue eare vnto this holye father Gregoric: 
make haſte, veg, poſt haſte, to attaine vnto a perfect ſpiritu- 
all life, leauing the wozlde and all the concupiſcences there ⸗ 
of. An J hope that thou ſhalt taſte howe ſwete the Lode * 
is, lo greate is the multitude of his deledableneſſe. And 
thou ſhalt bee delighted in the multitude of Chꝛiſt his peace, 
the which paſeth all fences and vnderſtandings, and which 
the woꝛldlings tan not taſte. Becauſe as the Pꝛophet wit⸗ 
* Chere is no peace vnto the wicked, ſayth the Loꝛd 
C 

And to conclude, accopving to the olde Pꝛouer be, who is 
ſo honoured, that he is not ſometimes froubled 2 Who is in 
ſuch eſtimation, that her is not alſo ſomotimes in tribulati⸗ 
on? And who ſitteth on high that is not ſubiect vnto vant- 


tie. And as Gregori (ayeth ; The moze that anye man is 


extoiled with honour and dignttie, the moꝛe is hee leaden 
with græuous burthens. And all thinges that here doe £r- 
cell, are moꝛe vexed with griefe then they are reioyted with 
honour, and moꝛe doeth the fall of damnatton thꝛeaten and 
affright them, then their hope to attapne euerlaſting blel⸗ 


ſednelle can recomfoꝛt them , Foz mertie is graunted to 
thoſe 
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thoſe which ſeeme of leaſt dignitie , whileſt they that are 
mightie ſuffer therewith mightie tozments, Fo2 iudgement 
ſhalbe moſt græeuous vato which beare greateſt autho- 

ritie, and haue greateſt pzeheminence. And therevpon Chry- 
ſoſtome ſayde: who velireth to intrude hiinſelt᷑ into ſpirituall 
p:omotions , oꝛ to take charge of ſoules, but ſuch an one as 
feareth not Gods iudgement ? it is a great ſecuritie of minde 
and qupet of conſcience to retepne nothing that hath in it any 
ſecuter tontupiſcence. Pea, and it is a vple & miſcrable bon⸗ 


dage, to be altogither troubled in wo2ldly affaites, + to leaue 


God fo2gotten, Although vato many wozldly men it ſemeth 
greenous to be occupygd 02 conuerſant in any thing els then 
pꝛiuate pꝛoſit, which haue not the ſkill oz vnderſtanding how 
to octupte them ſelues in holy and vertuous actions. And the 
ſoule of man is ſuchthat without lone and ſomewhat to be er⸗ 
erciſed on, it cannot continue. Do that the leſſe it be occupyed 
and affected about God, ſo much the moze it ts powzed out : 
beſtowed in vaine and earthly thinges - Agatne , Bernard 
ſayeth: the inſatiable loue of riches doth much moꝛe tozment 
men with deſire, then the vie thereok can recomfozt them 
when they haue obtained it. Foz there is labour and paine 
in getting of them, feare and dꝛead in poſſeſſing ol them, and 
much ſoꝛtrowe and greefe in fozgoing them. Yea, golde doeth 
moſte græue him which hath greateſt aboundance thereof. 
Lherefoze to the ende thou mayſt with a qupet mynde ſerue 
God deuoutlp, flpe from and eſchue the troubleſome affaires 
of this woꝛlde, the co2pozall velightes , and the deteiuable 
treaſares. Cleane faſt vate God -onely that he may become 
thy toy and comfozt, and thou ſhaltſing with the Pſalinift; 
Ja God is my health and my gloꝛie, he ts the GD D of my 
helpe, and my hope is in him. And let ſuch refopce in tempo⸗ 
rall things as haue not the (kill to deſire heauenly and cuers 
laſting treaſures. 

It is wzitten in the holy woꝛde of God: Watche you(foz 
Nou know not when the Lozde commeth, ouer night, at * 

nig 
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nigbt⸗ oz in the grey mozntng) leſt when he commeth ſodein / The loſſe of 
ly he finde you flgping.Loke to your ſelues, watch and pray. ws yl 
How much ſoeuer wee loue God and the life to come in the r. * 
beauenly kingdome,euen ſo much we ought to eſchue al ſuch 8 
things as hinder 4 let vs from the gettinge of the euerlaſtinge abe cope 
beatitude and vnion vnto the dinine maieſtie- And what ( x >< word 
pzay you)doth ſo muchhinder vs from the obtayning thereof: 
fo2ſoth riches, delightes,honours,vanities and woztbly pꝛo⸗ 
ſperities. Foz a man being wholly bent vnto them doeth not 
only miſerably and bnfruitfully leſe ſuch time as. Cod len⸗ 
deth him to repent and amend, but furthermoze he doth day- 
ly fall into many vices, commit many faults he remembzeth 
not God, omitteth all dueties, and runneth into innumera - 
ble impediments to ſaluation. And there vpon Chziſt ſapde: 
How hard is it fo2 them that are riche to enter into the king⸗ Mark 10. 
dome of God? Foz riches being once poſleſſed, are verie hard 
ly deſpyſed, And eacthly things (being once gotten) are moꝛe 
Ericly beloued, then they are courted befoze they be had. Do 
that they which altogither applye the multiplying of riches, 
do neglect to ſeeke the toyes of the wozld to come. And whiles 
they do not medidate and derpely conſider the ſoundnelle of 
efernitie,they loue and e ſteeme this baniſhment , as it were 
the heauenly habitation. To conclude, how much moe the 
loners ofthis woꝛlde doe fozget Cod, euen ſo much the moꝛe 
alſo are they of him abandoned and fo2ſaken, and ſo much 
the moꝛe their hearts ſhalbe hardened. Ulherebpon it oftens 
times happeneth that they lone nothinge cffectuallye which 
pertaineth vnto God. They couet not heaucnly thinges, but 
(foz the moſt part nom adapes) the woꝛſe that men become, 
the moze careleſſe yet they are. And whiles they neuer loke 
vp to ſe from whence they be fallen, noz feare the puniſh» 
mentes to come, they ware 1gnozant howe much they are to 
be lamented. Foz the moꝛe that they cleane vnto vaine and 
euilthings, the leſſe they acknowledge the god things which 
they haue loſt, Anda mightte CO they account — 
2 giozp 
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glozy of this woztd . Yea, anda tryumphant gloꝛie doe they 
eſtæme it, to flozith pzeſently accozding to their hearts de⸗ 
fire. Neuer fearing noz fozeſæing the perpetuall puniſh- 
ments which they lhatbe fozced hereafter to endure. 

That man oncly perteiueth that it is nothing af all to fla* 
riſh in iniquitie, which hath alreadie withdzawen the foote- 
ſteps ot his affection from the lone of this wozlde , Foz if wa 
would thinke vpon the efernall rewards , weeſhouldeſone 
eſpic that the pzefent glozie is nothing at all. But he which 
fyreth his heart in things pzelent - neuer weping noꝛ conſts 
dering the puniſhments io come fo; the wicked, but is puffed 
vp with falſe riches, andretopſeth when he bath moze cauſe 
to be lamented , he is ſubiea vnto manye miſchie es. Since 
there can be no truer no2 righter milerie then falſs and vain 
tryumphing . Vea, and euery man doe th ſo much the moze 
outwardly reioyte. as he docth inwardly the leſſe reinember 
himlelfe. Theſe ſentences befoze alleaged J haue gathered 
out of Gregorie, whereby thou mayelk plain perteiue how 
perillous a thing it is (eſpecially foꝛ ſurh as pꝛoleſſe refoz- 
mation) toapplye our affections vnto theſe earthly thingss, 
But peraduenture thou doeſt purpoſe to vie riches without 
abuſe, and to be connerſant amongeſt wozidlinges, but not 
wozldly and wantonly , and to eate and dꝛinke amangeſt 
them without ryot oz banquetting. And finally to vſe the fas 
uour and honour of men without tryumphinge oꝛ glozying 
therein. Surelp if thou couldeſt perfourme this, it were a 
great perfection , But hardly can the beſt and moſte perfect 
continue therein. And how ſeldome.it is ſcene, marke thy ſetf 
by theſe woꝛdes of Gregorius: It iscommonly ſeene(ſapeth 
he) and docth ſeldome fayle that voluptuouſneſſe and ſenſu- 
all appetites doe followe banqueting. Foz the bodye of the 


riche glutton is melted and diſſolued into delightes , and his 
heart is opened vnto vayne iope. Che riche man is overcome 
with erceſſe of delight, and becommeth vabzpdeled in boa⸗ 


Ting wezdes. be * where be luſteth, and falleth ger 
a 
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al onlawfull things. Pea, thoſe things which were the occa⸗ 
ions andallurements ofhis'byces, doe become the inſtru⸗ 


mentsoſhts payne and puniſhment .. But examine thy ſelfe 
whither thou doe onely; fade and ſuſtapne thy bodpe acco2- 
ding to thy necellitie and utilit ie, dz it thon doe not delicately 


and tenderly pamper and cher iſh thy voluptuouſneſſe Oʒ els. 


har ken againe unto the wozdes: of Gregoric. As it is vn⸗ 
poſſible (laveth he) that fier ſhoulde be kindled in water, ſo 
is it vnpollible that a compuna heart and a contryte mynde 
could liue in delightes. Foz theꝝ are mere contraries, and 
eche of then deſtroyeth and auertommeth the other. Furs 
thermo2e:weye and conlider the excellencie of time and be a⸗ 
baſhed to ſpende it in vanities, to paſſe it oucr vnfrutefully, 
and to leade thy life therein wickedly. Pea , harken vnto 
the doctine of the auncient fathers: Let none of vs ſet light 
by tyne which is conſumed in ydle wozds. The.wozdflpeth 
from v34rreuocably , The tyme fiyeth from vs vnredema⸗ 
bly , and the foole knoweth not naz marketh not what ha 
loſeth Let vs talke andcommon tagither (tap ſome) vntill 
an houre be paſt. Until thou da let paſſe an houre, the which 
the mertie of the Creatoz hath lent the to tepent, to obtapne 
grace, and to winne and attaine vnto euerlaſtinggloꝛie. n- 
till the time do palle oner, whereln thou dughtelt to make 
interceCion-vnto the dime maieſtie, apm uche and malte 
haſte vnto the companie ofthe Angels, gh and lament fo 
the lalle of the heauenly heritage, alpire vnto the felicitic pꝛo⸗ 
miſed and pꝛepared, ſtitre vp thy ſlacke and Nuggiſh-will, t 
bewatle and lament the iniqutties which thou haſt com- 

ted. oz though wee ſet ſo light by time, vet by Bernards 
ion, nathing is moꝛe pꝛecious. The dayes of health and 
ſaluation paſſe ouer our heads, and no man marketh them. 
Wherfoze(my beſt beloued on earth) euery enening oꝛ time 
that thou goeſt about ta take reſt oꝛ quyet , reuolae and call 
inthr mind how thoy-haſtſpent the daye. Uhat eml thou 
va committed, and what good hs thou haſt Cs 4 
O. ii. 0 
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How many god things thou mighteſt haue done and didde ll 
negate them. Bow thou haſt diſhonozed God and pleaſed the 
diuel by ſinning and doing amiſle”. Vow thou haſt wounded 
and hurt thy ſoule. and diſplealed God, 

Finally, howe neere thou haſt appꝛoched vnto hell. This 
being done, yeldethankes and glozte vnto God fopall that 
thou haſt well done, and foz all that thou haſt done amiſſe, be 
ſozie from the bottome of thy heart. Determine an amend- 
ment, and accompliſh it ind&de. Conſider herewith that ſin- 
ners which do now ſpend their time in wozldty vanitie , doe 
at the houre of their death ſerke one houre, oz the leaſt mo⸗ 
ment ol time to repent. The which they had then tather ob⸗ 
taine, then a maſſie heape of Golde as great as the whole 
woꝛlde. Remember that af the day of iudgement al time that 
was lent the ſhal be required at thy handes do we thou haſt 
ſpent it. ea, euery leaſt moment oztwinkling of an eye. 
Therefoꝛe let thy heart be repleniſhed with gad thoughtes, 
the mouth with holy wozdes and reading of ſcriptures, and 
thy hands with doing of vertuous derdes. That as often as 


the enimie doe come, he may find thee armed. Foz ſuch as hee 


doth find idle, he ceaſcth not fo tempt them. Then if it be ſo 
euil ta be idle, dow much wozſe is it to be euil occtupypede 


„ the ende he Wall be as adunghilt , Be ſhall be like bnto a 


yanities 


thereot. 


gr&dily ſeke out the cuerlaſtinge ioyes and vachangeable 
| god 


v;eame fying away, which is nile, twhen wet awake,ano 
be ſhall paſſe oner as a nightly viſton, 
If we doe well andthzonghly conſider the eternitie of'the 


felicitie and life to tome, pea; the ſoundneſſe, trueth, and Un⸗ 


co2ruptiblencſle thereof, I doe verily belecne that this woꝛ lo 
and pꝛeſent life, all tempozall glozie, hal euen 
from the heart ſme vyle vnto vs. Reither ſhall we diſperſe 
our affections in wozldly thinges,but rather wee ſhall molke 


Weefinde waitten : The pzayſe ofthe wicked is ſhozts, 
and the ioy of an hypocrite like vnto a moment. 2f his pꝛyde 
goe vp into heauen, and his head touche the clowvdes, yet in 


——— — 
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god things pꝛepared fo2 vs in the heauenly kingdom. Foꝛ in 
aſmach as our ſoule is immoꝛtall, and fo2 the bꝛightneſſe of 
vnderſtanding,much higher and wozthier then any material 
ſ\nbſtancs 02 nature,it ought not to take toy oz felicitie in c02- 
ruptible , materiall, az tranſitozie things, but it ought to goe 
fozwards with a pure heart, towards the immoztal, vnuari- 
able and moſt perfect God. o that we ought not to loue this 
pꝛeſent life , but the life to come /pzincipallye and abone all 
things. Vea, we ought to deſpiſe and contemne all tranſito- 
rie delectation,al tempozal honoz,and al pzaiſe of men,fo2 the 
hartie lone of the diuine and celeſtiall beatitude . Foz loke 
bow much we ceaſs from the affection of wozldly vanitie + 
tempo2al glozie,fo much the moze doe we pleaſe God, and ſo 
much the narer we appꝛoche vnto the bleſſedneſſe which is 
to come. Fo2 vnto God onely all honour and glozie are due. 
From whome all god things do pzoc@de. But to vs be cons 


fuſion and ſhame which do ſooften offende, diſhonoar, 4 ne- 
glect God, Uherefoze it ſhal not be lawful fo2 vs to glozie in Col. ic. 


our ſelues.no2 to haue a vaine delight in our ſelues. But as 
the Apoſtle laith: He that glozieth,let him glozie inthe Lo2d. 


Behold the wo2ld paſleth ouer, and all the glozy thereof. 1:<ob.4. 
And what is our life in this wozlde but a ſmoke and vapour 8. 


chewing it ſelfe a little, and ſtraight way is vaniſhed and 
gone? we all flippe away like water into the earth. Mee are 
earth, aſhes,vuſt,rottennefle, and wozmes meate . So that 
when a man is dead he ſhall inherite Snakes and wo2zmes 
To conclude, what is this pꝛeſent life, but a continnall and 
moſt ſwift courſe vnto death? Foz ſome parte of our life is 
continually and without ceaſing waſted x cut off, And there- 
foze Dauid ſaide: Our dapes are like a ſhavowe vpon the 
tarth, and there is none abyding. And Ezechias ſaide: my life 
is cut off as the webbe from the Weauer, Pea, whiles 3 pet 
began, he cut mit off, And Iob: remember mee O Lode, 
w2 my life is like a paffe of wynde . And in reſpec of the eter⸗ 


1 as Iob witnelleth = lob. 
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the ſame place ſaying : Spare me O Lozv foz my dayes are 
nothing. Berevpon Chryſoſtome ſapeth :Let vs paſſe (ſaith 
he) one hundꝛeth peares.indeltghtes; pea, adde therevats an 
other hundzeth oz (if you lift) tenne times an hundzeth, and 
what ſhall ali thts be, compared to 22rnitie : Mali nat al the 
whole time of this life, in the which wee ſeme to eniop fo 
many delightes,and to haue ope vnto vanities, ſhall it 
not (3 ſaye) be as a dꝛeame of one night compared to the 
etermtie 2 Yes, fo2 as Hicrome ſareth. if thou haddeſt the 
wiſedome of Salomon, the beautie of Abſolon, the ftrength 
of Sampſon , the ryches of Creſſus, and the mightie power 
of Octauianus, what ſhoulde all theſe pzofite tha when as 
ftraight wayes, thy body ſhalbe deliuered vnto the woꝛmes, 
and thy ſoule vnto dinels 2 Foz as Auguſtine affirmeth': Ic 
Adam yetliued,and ſhould dye this dape , what could it then 
auaile him to haue lined ſo long? 

Now therefoꝛe my dearely beloutd weigh theſe thinges 
derpely. Foꝛ ſuch as negled to marke theſe thingesp2eſcnt- 
ty, early oꝛ late they ſhal ſape ( vnttutefully) with the repꝛo⸗ 
vate in the day ol iudgement. Ae haue erred from the ways 
of trueth, and the light of righteouſneſſe hath not ſhyned in 
vs and the bꝛight Sunne of vnderſtanding hath not riſen vn 
to vs. What hath our pꝛyde pꝛoũted vs: Oz What hath our 
pompe and boaſting pꝛeuarled vs: All thoſe thinges haue 
palled ouer as a ſhadolue, and as a ſwiſt running meſſenger, 

n then ſhall the henuens reueale the vanitie of the louers 
of this woꝛld togither with their iniquittes, and the earth it 
ſelfe ſhallriſe againſt them. Then their finnc and tranſareſ- 
ſion ſhalhe manifeſt with ſuch as haue ſaide to God: Depart 
from vs. Nee will not haue the knowledge of thy wayes. 
Then ſhall the round wozlde fight againſt them in Gods bes 
halfe All things which haue beene ſhall then ſuffer puniſh⸗ 
ment, and pet ſhall not be conſumed. Vea, they ſhall ſuffers 
ſuſtaine accozding to the muititudeof their inuentions. [Foz 
the wicked is a and ſhal be 
ledde 
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ledde vnto the day fur ie, and ſhall dzinke of the w2ath of the 
Almightie. Let theſe thinges terrifie thy mynde, and with - 
dzawe it from the wozide. Yea, pzincipally, let them iopne 
it unto Gad. * 

Further moꝛe, the vanitie ol this wozlo doeth hereby moſt 
maniſcltly appeare, that the p2oſperitie thereof is expect x 
gaped foz with an exceeding greedinelſe of mynd, and when it 
commeth it cannot be reterned. But all things palſe ouer, 4 
all things pe awaye, This day is paſt, and the beginning of 
the n<;t is not yet knowen, whitbec it ſhalbe quyet oz labo2- 
ſome- F02 ſo paſſeth oner the gloꝛie of this woꝛld. And ther⸗ 
vpon Auguſtine demaundeth ſaping : What wilt thou love 
tempozall things ( ſayeth bee) and palle away withthem, o2 
wilt than loue Chꝛiſt and line eternally with him? Fo2 it is 
vnpollible that a man doe both iniop the pꝛeſent delightes 2 
the toyes to come. It is vnpolſible both here to fil the panch, 
and there, to ſatiſũe the mindz- Pen may not paſle from one 
delight ta another, and appeare glazious both here and in the 
wozlde to come. Yea, and the contempt of woꝛlolye and 
tempoꝛall ſthinges is euident by this that God doeth often⸗ 
times them moze aboundantly vppon his enimies, 
and them which are repꝛobate, then vppon the elect. Foꝛ the 

ele doeth conſider (by theende )-that_thoſe thinges are of 
nane account which doe franſitozily and ſecurely delight. 
and.therefoze Hierome ſapeth: the ſpacdie conſolation of the 
ga? , is the ende of the wicked well conſiderev and fozeſeene- 
Foz whples the good pet ceiue by the deſtruction of the wi 
ked , what euils and perils they haue paſſed and eſcaped, 
they account all thinges light andeaſie which they ſuffer and 
endure inthis liſe. Mo that beholde (my weibe loucd) howe 
greate the deceit of this woalde is, and how erteeding great 
is the blyndneſle of the loue which wer beare to the (ame. 


{he 


Fo: w)ylelt the wicked doeth willinglye and with greate 
delight remaine and continue in this woꝛlde, hoping to liue 
long, and ſetting many things in o2der foz the time to come, 
©.ttit- ſodainly 
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ſodainly and vnawares hee iscommaunded to dye, and in a 
moment to leaue and fozſake all thoſe thinges which hee ſo 
faultily hath loued and eemed . Herevpon our Sauiourt 
Chzilt bꝛingeth in the riche man ſpeaking vnto himſelle and | 
ſaying: My ſoule thou haſt much good and treaſure lapde vp 
tube T2 manyyeares. Lakethine.caſe,eate, dzinke, and be me- 

rie. But God anſwereth him ſaying : O fole this night call 
they take thy ſoule from the, whoſe then ſhall that be which 
thou haſt ſo greedily gathered? Let vs therefoze gather togi- 
ther true andſpirituallriches , which will not fozſake vs at 
the tyme of death, but will appeare with vs befoze God, and 
make vs ſerme comely and beautifull in all vertue and god- 
lineſle. In theſe kynde of riches we maye daily increaſe and 
p2ofite, pea, and in ſuch ſozt that ſuch pzofite may bee much 
moꝛe auailable vnto vs, then if we poſſeſſed all the riches in 
the wozlde. Wherefo:e let vs not miſpende the leaſt ſpace 
of time, noz be occupyed in good things only, but in the moſt 
excellent things, That we may alwayes ſearche out thoſe 
things which dzawe nereſt to our ſaluation. And ſo growe 
nearer and nearer nepghbours vnto God. And be alwayes 
re::erently and honourably conuerſant in the ſight of the hea- 
uenly Father. 

Let vs thinke and thinke againe vpon the quyet peace and 
tranquilitie of a pure heart, vpon the delecation of a ſoule 
be holding the maieſtie of God, and the ſecuritie and 

me hope ofthe minde which loueth God. And hereby wee 
all ſone fynde that to giue ouer our ſelues vnto ſuch things 
is as muche as to bee confo2med vato God. And that ſuch 
as doe otherwiſe, are defozmed and not refozmed. Foz is 
not cuerye thinge which is created defective? And enerye 


tranſitoꝛie thinge bnquyet : Yea, it is ſhozte, and of ſmall 
continuance , but mutable and alſo ſubiecte vnto tyme. 

So that the louers of this woꝛlde haue nothing firme oz ſta⸗ 
ble, but are themſelues alſo light and vnconſtant, as it were 
ſet in a Whyzlewynde , ſince they put not their delight in 
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God one ly, but in all vaine and tranſitozie things, no in aſie · 
aing this thing, and vow that thing. Now lothung that they 
earſt loued, and ſtre ight way defiring and coueting ſam other 
vanitie, not pet poſſeſſed. But the iuſt and ſuch as loue God 
doe perſenere quiet, vnifozme, and ſtable, being founded v- 
pon the eternall God, as vppon an vnmoueable foundation, 
And thereupon Salomon ſaid: The wicked ſhall not be ſene. 
Lyke vnto a ſtoꝛme paſſing ouer . But the iuſt ſhalbe an e⸗ 
uerlaſting foundation . Auguſtine bewailing the louets of 
this woꝛld, doth exclame and ſay: O laners of the wonlde 
wherefoze labour you? Why doe you afflict your ſelues about 
nothing? Whyles you might poſſefſe the Creatoz of all 
things ? What ſe pou furder * What may ſuffice and con 
tent mens minde, whom the creatoz of all things cannot ſuf- 
fice and content? Foz if vou may haue al godneſſe (which is 
God why goe you about to poſſeſſethings full of miſery? Ci 
pour hope oz expectation in the wozld be any thing els then to 

| be thereof beloued, and therein what is not fraile  Uhat is 
nat tranſitozy 2 What is not changeable What is not fi- 
nallp full of perils by the which you paſſe vntogreater pea 
and eucrlaſtingperitis? And ofthe vanitie of the woꝛldly 
life Hicrome ſatth: Dhfe(no life ) but death. A veceitefull 
life, laden with ſoꝛrawe, weake andouerſhaddowed Now 
it flo2itheth, ſkreight way it wethereth. Depꝛiuing him of 
life , in whome it ſemeth lyfe. O kraile, momentarie, and 
bꝛittell life the moꝛe thou groweſt, the moze nearer thou 0 
pꝛocheſt vnto death. O life full of ſnares how many doſt thou 
entangle, and how many by ther now — toꝛ⸗ 
ments? O dom happie is he which knoweth and perteiueth 
thy deceits, how much moze happie is he which ſetteth light 
by and careth notfoz thy vaine delightes ? And he is moſte 
happie which is well diſpatched ofthe, 
In the firſte Epiſtle of Iohn and the 5.Chapfer it is w2it- 
ten: All the whole woꝛlde is ſet on wickedneſſe. Pra is not 
the woꝛlde ſabiec vnto the Dinell, and repleniſhed with all 
iniquitp 


\ 


218 The:Needels Eye. 
iniquitic? Wherenpon- the Apoſtle lohn in his 2 chapfer of 
bis ſecond Epiſtle ſaith: All that is in this wozlde , is concu- 
piſcence ol the flelh; concapiſcence of things ſane , o pꝛ yde of 
ure and conuerſation. And as Peter ſaith: The wicked are ſer 
nauntes of tuꝛtuption and oł nne. F02 of whomlocucr a mi 
be maiſtrgd oꝛ ouerroing, vnto him he is a leruaunte and in 
bondage. And he which is the bondeman offinne, is conſe⸗ 
quentlye the ſcruaunt of the Diueil. Wheerupon Paule ſpea 
keth of che wicked ſaping: Let them turne backe from the 
ſnares of the Diuell, by whom they are holden in captiuitp, 
euen accoding to his pleaſure. And Chꝛiſt in his Goſpel! - 
doth terme the Dtucldthe Peine of this woꝛld. Meaning not 
the round globe of the ſphere but the woꝛldly creatureswhich 
being turned backe from Cod. are oue: whelmed and buried 
in earthly things. Df mhome Hierome ment ſaping: Going 
backe from the L82de, they are waitten and regiſtred in the 
earth. But Cheilt ſaith contrariwiſe ta the ela, reiopce and 
be jopfulli Foz your names are wzitten 2 regiltred in heauen 
Now Bedo erpoundeth thele wozdes thus, By the woalde 
and thoſe things, which are therein, hee vnder ſtandeth men 
which inoꝛdinatel pe and erteſſiue ly doe (ous and eſteme the 
wozld. And ſuch haue nothing but concupiſcence of the fleſh t, 
toncupiſtence of things ſcene with eye, and pꝛyde of life , F02 
inthele vocables aud pzoper namegof vices, Ioha doth com- 
pꝛehend and enclude ailkpnd of vices . Foz the concupiſcente 
201 the fleſhe ,is allithat pettalneth bnto the. voluptcouſncile 
and delightes ofthe bodye . By the cancupiſcence of thinges 
lene with the exe, are ment all curioſities whichare commit-* 
ted in learning ol wicked artes and oꝛnamentes, albcontem⸗ 
plat ion ot filthy and wicked ſightes oꝛ ſpectacles, all ſuperfin- 
ous deſire to get tempoꝛali and tryfling topes. and al curious 
carping and marking of our neighbours imperfedions. Ex 
the pꝛyde of life and conuerſation, is mente the pompe and 
zoafſt which men conceane in wozldly pꝛomotions. Do that 
the wozld is repleniſhed with Diuells. Foz what els do men 
. that. 
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folde themlelues in lundꝛie ſozts of finnes ? Yca t to wound 
and wear ie their ſoules, with the mains of miſcherfes, and 
the ſhaltes of ſundꝛy ſhamefuli tontupiſcentes, vntill at laſte 
they fate not their owne harmes WMck ſee ſulnled in the 
Church that wich is wzitten by theÞyophet': There is nv 
truth, ther is no merty, there is nd n lodge of God on 
the earth. The curſed vices of murder; thefte, adultery ; and 
lying, are come flowing auer vs. Fram the grrateſt to the 
leaſt, all men apply them ſeiues vnto Cout touſneſſe The 
Pꝛeiſts haue not ſaid. whore is che Tode 3 nun 
baue vſed tollaſton. 110192 23 035090 inen 

It is eaſe to be ſcne vnto whatan exceeding greate ruine 
the Church is come in euer eſtate; degree, and oder. But if 
Chꝛiſtians did liue now as they liued in the primitine church 
firſte comming to the Goſpell there ſhould bee no ſuch greatr 
neteſſitie to fiye from the woꝛld . Barp; as men doe nowe a 
dapes (foꝛ the moſh part) liue , it ig a highe ditricul tie ta liut 
well oz to decline from heinous ſinnes in tbe wonld. Eſpe⸗ 
cially foʒ ſuch as are not exertiſed with vertuous qualitic , oꝛ 
paineful{ labour, but doe abounde in riches , and are tonuet⸗ 
ſant in greateſt pompes and higheſt places. Deteits, ambiti⸗ 
on, enup. volupteouſneſſe, and ali other euti ls art pottaed 
out vpon the earth. Enerye man beatethy his baaine how hte 
may maltiply and increaſe his ſubſtaunte. uit no man carcth 
holo to ſane his ſoule. Men ate aſeaxed leſt they ſhanld fall 
into poucrtte, but were it not much moꝛe to d leared totygbt 
into the botto mleſſe pit of heil? Vhe watt es the toꝛnace of 
vices; The which theſe wozldlings dor che ate and warme 
with the fueit ol nne rede molten od 
And therein they doe burne and ron me them letues and 
their companions. Foꝛ they are o mut blinden that they 
neither ſee no2 fcare the-perilis'whicharv noto2100s and wett 
knawento all men. But dar triuumhe and tt taytedu theit 
_ line Johꝛentiue andanadde men. Mea ittheroveany 
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whom they fee not w2appev in like woes, they account them 
to be blockiſh and ſencelefie creatures, Well ſaid that Philo 
3 ſopher: Ag often as was amongſt men, retoꝛned ( ſaith he 
the wozſe. And another ſaith : An euill companion dzaweth 
4/anus. his fellowe to miſdedes, and io he which was befoꝛe god, be⸗ 
tammeth euill and wicked. To concludeeuen as the people 
of Iſraell, could nat depart from A gipre without the helpe of 
the dinine Maieſtie, cuenſo no man can be pulled oz with- 
dꝛawen from this wozld, vnleſle he be helped with the finger 
Ero and power ot the heavenly hande. Petſhallthereneuer bee 
found an nefect in God is that man wil doe his beſt that hee | 
may. Againe the wo21ld is compared to a deſert by the which 
the Childzenof Iiracil went from Ægypt vnto the lande of 
pꝛomiſe. And in this deſert they mette ſo many lettes and im 
cut, pediments⸗ that of thaceſcoze thouſand numbzed, oneipe two 
(euen Caleph and Ioſue) were bꝛought into the land of pꝛo - 
miſe. O how the Dinells dos tetoyce to ſ tem alt nowe in 
the ſinke and futhinelle ol their uns. Men cleaue vnto woꝛld⸗ 
ty things, and in woꝛloty things they are wiſe, but they ney⸗ 
ther care faʒ God no2 ſoʒ his commaundementes, neither are 
| they aſtonied when they heare his molt terrible iudgemẽts. 
But they accompt them as fables. Oh all things that are, bæ 
| euitt beffowed vpon vs. Foz our harvneſſe is neuer mollifled 
; But think we that God will omit his iudgement: Oz leane 
their ſinnes vnrewarded? Oz ſuffer the woꝛdes which hee 
bath ſpokenof the ludgement to come and of the euerlaſting 
paines, to be falſified 2 God foʒbid that wee ſhould ſo thinks. 
Furthermoze whoſoever is onercome with the lone of earth- 
ty things, de is not delighted in God. But no man can long 
abide without ſome delectation, And therefozeſuchas are not 
delighted in ſpirituall things, doe poare themſelues out vnto 
wozldly ſotace; And ſo tonſeijuent ly are ouet whelmed in the 
multitude of their finnes. v her eupon ©, Augnſtine ſapeth! 
Bleſiedis he Out I whichloueth ther. For he which louerh 
ns eee and bound — 
be 
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be is neuer quiet, nener in fafety, but is diſtract and diſperſed 
in the variable cares, vanities and pompes of the woꝛld. And 
wholoeuer doth cantemne the volupteouſneſle of this wozld, 
and thereby eſcape the ſnares of the Diuel, ſhalbe moſt happy 
in that his ſont is delighted in ſuch things as cannot be blot» 
ted oz defiled with any vacleanneſſe; but is immediat ly clen- 
ſed and purged with the cleannefe of truth.And ſince the law 
of God doth ſo delight him that he ſhall be able thereby to a+ 
boyde and eſchewethe delightes ofthe wozld. But as long as 
we delight in the deceitfull. tatof iniquity, ſo long wee ſhall 
think it moſt loure and bitter, to taſte uf tquitie. And to h 
the wozld ſer eth ſweteand ſavozie, to him Choilt ſemeth 
bitter and ſoure. Yet hauing taſted the ſpirite of God, al fleſh 
ſhall (as it were) dote and niaye the fole. Againe wholveuer 
doth with his whole minds ſerue and pleaſe this woꝛzlde, is 
thereby infected with amanifoive defo2mitie of vices . And 
be which taketh nothing of the heauenty ſweetenefſe, wil not 
be afeard to be polluted with earthly defires- Eut if ſuch as 
foʒ the lone of God - deſpiſe the wozld, keping themſelves cõ⸗ 
tinually conuerſant in ſpirituall thinga, cannot pet be altoges 
ther pure and clenſed from ſinnes, with howe heauie burthẽs 
of tices are they 10den which are not ale arde to walke in the 
middſt of the woꝛlde wzappedin vanities , without careful- 
nefle 03 feare of God ? VA hat is their life but inne it ſelſe e 
Foz the mirthand iope ot the woꝛlo, is wickedneſſe vnpuni⸗ 
ſhed, But that which the repꝛobate doe accompt delight and 
tomfoꝛte that the elect and vertuous doe take. and define to be 
molt greeuous paine Thinking and concluving tyat the ſoule 
muſt nedes periſh eternally, by that wherein the lleſh ( fo; a 
time ) did delight moſt pleaſantly. Wherefoze pon louersof 
this woꝛld. howle and crye out, which-doemiſerably kil your 
wholly vpon the vices of givttony; and techerie immoderate · 
d thereof (tuen in this woz1d;) doe pꝛoctede 


ly and vilely. And 
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merrie nowe1n this moſt Hozte ace which vou haue, that 
hereafter you map tomplane and bewalle with the Diuells 
perpetuallp. Banquet and tin dʒonken, that after a while 
you map call fo2 a daoppe ot water, and vet not haue it, when 
you ſhalbe dampned in hell with the rich man which liued in 

great delightes, and fared delirately cuery dax Why are 
pour hartes harder then iron, ſtele oꝛ tones, When pou does 
not wey and canũ der noꝛ be not afeard(in paine of theſe moſt 
vnhappie and fr aile ſolaces and vanities of this woꝛlde to 
yeare that moſt dꝛcadtull and tor ible ſentente of Chiſt, Go/ 
ye accurſed intoguertafting te? But here peraduenture ou 

will ſay : God is metcitult and doninge; hee would not the 

death of a ſuner, but that he biicounerted and line, And again 
In what houre ſo euer a ſinnet doe repent him, wil no moꝛe 
remember all his iniquities Do lbat it a inner doe bewalle 
his ſinnes euen at the verie tume at death; hee ſhall be ſaued. 
And J doe eonteſſe that al theſe ſayings are true · Map rather 
the exceeding greatneſſe of the he auen pittis , doth beyonde 
all compariſonexceede and furpaſſe the ver ie capacitie of out 
minde. Foꝛ it is unmeaſutable. As map plainety appeare in 
that he ſuffereth ſinners ſo long to the ende they may be con⸗ 
uerted, yea expe aeth and deſireth their conuerſion, he recep 
ueth ſuch as retoꝛ ne moſt merciſmily, hequickiyfozgencth alt 

7 belæuers and doth abaundantiy poure aſmuch grace dppon 
them , as il they had neuer ſinned no2 offended; And is not 
this an infinite pittie 2. But his equitie and iuſtice is no lelle? 
then his pitt ie. And though he doe beare with, and long ſuffer? 

ſuch as he attendeth torepent and cenuet t. — 
gramouſly puniſh and deteſt them And that which the 
phet ſaith of the contrition and harty repentaunce But the 
true tontrit ion dath pꝛotede of the true faith and loue — 
and ol the lothing ur ſinne , and an affection vnto rightedul⸗ 
neſſe. Sea and as Hirrome teſtiſteth: Repentaunce and hurty 
contrition ate neceffarie._.. Mbereunto that ſaying of Chry- 
lab 7 Compunqion is „ 
purp| e 
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ion onelpe 
at the verighoure of death and then repenteth bicauſe he thin ⸗ 
kcth ho tan line no longer Os (peravuenture)if 
longer life, he woulwdefcrroit ? Surely it if 
| — — 
edeth by the onely bebolding ol his owne onelye re- 
fuge- And that it is not true contrition, buta errefiing of the 
But he which will ſoundly and perfectly repent, mut 
{t be ſozy foz his faulte, bicauſe it is fithy tranſgreffion and 
affenſiue vnto God. Pea r diuine ſanai⸗ 
tie and Paieſtie. N 5 
We read in the Machabees: That — did repent, 
and yet obteined not mercy . The Apoſtle doth wꝛite the like 
of Eſauhhe found not(ſaith he) plate fo; repentaunte, although 
be ſought it with teares. Therefoze tet no man deteiue him⸗ 
lelie wilh vaine hope oꝛ folith perſwaſions / Foz as Hierome 
ſaith: This 4 holde fo2 certaine and doe think molt true, that 
her hath no god end which ledde alwayes an euill life, which 
being ſounde and in healthe, was not afeared to offend Cod, 
but wallowed aud tumbled in the vanities of the woꝛld. The 
death of Satuts is moſt pꝛetious in the ſight of the L 02d, bu: 
the death of ſinners is moſt abhominablo. The ſinner ſhalbe 
perlecuted with his reuenge, that dying he thall fozget him» 
ſcife, and both liuing and dying he foꝛget Cod. Is Auguſtin 
confirmeth ſaying: Ne cannat dis euill, which liued wel; nay 
ſcarcs can he die wel, which ltued! guid. And pet we muſk not 
beſpaire of any ſin ner 
Pea rather, thoyars: and ſtirred to repen⸗ 
taunce euen in the laſt gaſpes. Foꝛ ſometimes pertaſe it 
happeneth (although very leldome) that he which in time of 
wh bid ———— repenting then ob- 
ar : 
Bu 
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ut he is a moſt arroganc\ols which paCing ouer his lyfe in 
health, doth put his ſoules bealth vnto that plange of perill. 
Mut let vs doe that which.ismoze-ure and ſafe . That is to 
repent and amend whiles we be ſounde and in health, p2ay, 
ing molt faithfully with y Pzophet:Caſt me not out, C 1 21 
in mine age, and leaue me not, no2 foaſake me not — 
ſtrength and power faile me. Foz beholds luith the 

Now is the acceptable time, and now are the 


phet in the 6, of his Canticles)faire asthePwne,and bt 
as the Sunne. and terrible as the fozefront of a batfaile? 
Iohn: ſayeth in the 3-Chapter of his fir& Epiſtle: Ve know 
that when he appeateth we ſhalbe tyke vnto him, foz we ſhal 
lee rn as he is, (that is toſap) clearelye and perłectlye in his 
foꝛme and pzoper kpnd. Fo2 theintelleaual/fight is and cõ⸗ 
ſifteth by vie los of the intelligible fozme 07 ſhape , whereby 
we ſee what is ths like nelle of the thing once bnderftod, ei⸗ 
ther can that likeneſle plainely repꝛeſent the thing. 
it be made. equall vnto þ thing it lei. But euery ſhape , likes 
neſſe, 02 fozme created, doth infinitely faile and come ſhoꝛte 
of the full repꝛeſentation of the deuine ellente oꝛ Being, and 
therefoze God is (ene onely in the heauenly kingdome, bi- 
cauſe then the verie diuine eflence it ſelle is vnited vnto the 
mindes of the bleſſed in the teede of the intelligible fo2me oꝛ 
ſhapes. Not by Inhæſion, ozcleauing to, but by aiftarnce + 
helpe. So that the deuine eſſence, oz beeing is Quod t Quo. 
(that is to lay) the very thing it leife, and the thing whereby 
all things are in this bleſſed viſton. 
Furthermoze this viſion is moze then-moſt wozthy and al 
together ſupernaturall, the which all the cheife j rs 
did think impoſſible to be put in ane minde n not in 
their ſeparate (ubltaunces, So that tobbtaine the ſame, wer 
haue nede of many ſuper natural giftes, meanes, and helps. 
As ũitſt, that there may be geuen vsfrom God a bleſſing ev? 
grace making vs gratefull and acceptable , the which'voeth 


bevecke 


ORE 


allo the giftes of the holye ghoſte, and ali the othet vettues 
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bedecke and adoꝛne perfecly the very eſſente 02 being ol the 
intellectual x reaſonable nature. And maketh vs fit to deſerue 
eternall life, and to be conioyned vnto the ſupernaturail di- 
uinitie. Furthermoꝛe the loue « charitie whereby God 4 the 
ficſt being 02 eſlence.is loued, is ſpiritually, ſupernatur ally, 
purely, freely,and-fully diſtilled into us fromthe holy Ghoſt. 
And with it, hope +faith alſo. {Whis charltie/and:love docth 
(as it were )counterpayze him that hath it / with the loue of 
the whole vniuerſalitie. @othat vet it maket# him tone god 
moze then all things that euer were created. Pen, the teaſt 
dzam of this loue and charitie doth make God to be loued a⸗ 
boue the And otherwiſe man ſhould not be in 
fate of Fos actoꝛding to the boly Tathers, upolo- 
euer hath this char itie and the gtate beſoae rehearſed, he hath 


De X 


connected vnto charit ie and conioyned vnto petlece grace. 
Yea, the moze he pꝛoſiteth in this grace. and charitie, ſo much 
the higher doeth he groler in gam giftes and vertues. Lo 
conclude, the exteliencie and wozthuleeiof hei ſuperuatu⸗ 
rall god things is ſuch ⁊ ſo great that it ran harui de tum / 


pꝛebended oꝛ erpꝛeſſed. #02 no natural perſe nion, no beau⸗ 
tie, no comlines, noꝛ na baight ſyning light tan de theunght 


equali vnto it. a the heaueniy lights do not (0 much, no: 
ſa well adoꝛne and heaut ie the ſubſtanceof the g unune ano 


Mur as thoſe graces dor beaufifie and e tha ſubſłtunti 
and being af the ſoul e. Neither doeth the Sunne ſu much 
beaithie.the heanenty Firmament, as chaxitie doth beautiſie 


the heauenly Sphetoa a Cyzries, anthe giſtes of the Volpe 
aboſte doe aname and he dec xe the powers of the ſoule The 
bntoerſalitie of-the-@tarres daath not ſo much aduane und 
ſeffozth the eighth: Sphere o2 Firmament, as the vajuetſa- 
lutie at vertuous actions doeth dignifie, adane, and perſed, 
the ſale.” Foꝛ enen as by tbe Philoſopher s opinion, true fe» 
tieltie tonſiſteth rather in adion, then in outwarde forme, 

D euen 


the oute. Mo / the ſeuen Planets doe not io much adoꝛnt 
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euen ſo: in diuinitie alſo moze vertue and perfection tonſl⸗ 
ſtechinererciſe ol godly actions then in pꝛofeſſion oz appa- 
rante. And themoze noble that the out war de apparance be. 
the moꝛe noble ſhould the action and execution beatſo, Theres 
foꝛe fince the fo2 cnamed giftes and treaſures of grace, de ha⸗ 
bites 92 ont warvetokers of ſo great high ne ſſe and extellen- 
tie, doeth not the Th:iftian fonle ſteme vnto that to be moſte 
nable. gall amt and godlike, which is octupyed continually in 
the ererciſe o choſe yabytes, and which is ſo ſpirituaiiy, ſw 
per naturally, and godty conncrlant? pea, which doth lo per⸗ 
fenty:wozſithpand reverence God, whole tonuet ſation is als 
togither in heauenꝰ Fo2 ſurely herevponit hath beene w2it- 


ten that ſuch a ſoute, is the daughiet, beloued, g the (powſe 


T ormnus 
que n. 


Circa quem. 


rot and moſt bleſled perfection 


ol Hod, pꝛluie to tus heduenty fetretes; moſte fainifiar' with 
him. confozmable inaffecions;'e the entyꝛely deloued heirs 
of God, the tehrtre with; Chꝛiſt/ which bedolding Cods git⸗ 
rte with fate diſcouered / is franſfozmed into the ſame like⸗ 
nelle, fram une bightueſie to another: $03 us muthj as it lo. 
theth aibwWaztblypfrepts;/rarnatl, and humanefolaces ,'all 
pzay(es, himagra;am ſethlet pomps, and all that diſpteaſeth 
_ Wut whadloeqer itknoweth map pleaſe Ood, that doth 
withalbemntfaſfection@nbactor : 
- 2:0 conchideeverradby thePhiloſophtrs travitionseue> 
ry motion ach higdigmiitio, nan, and pꝛopettte frm the 
ende loherednto itte ndeth duen lathe natonis dignified by 
the wort hineſſedkthe obiet and matter abotit the wirt it is 
ottupped. Chen hotbegroat is the dignitie and gliuꝛit d that 
ſoule, wholeniotion and aaion, life, and whole entent, are 
contiaually occupped ubout th higheſt Od ? And is tetmy⸗ 
ned in him who is moſt certainty of an vmneaſureddignitte; 
and doth wenderfullyerceltall other thnges ? tne! 
Theſe things, (beloued) J doe thus bieefely! rebear ſe, that 
I might thereby enduce, ſtyꝛre vp, andkyndlethympnveto 
the lone of the true and heauenly nobilitie, (that is to ſape 


of 
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of life. And tothe ende thou maxeſt the mozecarnefity couet 
the lame, J will (ape ſomewhat of the vyleneſſe, perucrſes 
neſſe. and deloʒmitis of the ſinfullſaule. The which der ing 
by deadly ſiane turned and withdzawen from God, is 1pirt- 
tyally dead aud doeth nothing acceptable vnto God, noꝛ pꝛo⸗ 
fitable to wardes the attaining of.cuerlating lite It pꝛeſer· 
reth theſe tcanſitozic, ſenſible, woaldlv. and moſt vyle things 
which le me good, beloꝛe the higbeſt, eternall, moſt perfect, 
inlinite, and vnchangeabie true God, being omnipotent, and 
maze then moſt glozious aboue all other. Mhereby it doeth 
bighly dichonour God; Nea / it pzopoſeth vnta it ſelle an tude 
and teruiination in frayleand vaine things. & either doeth it 
figallye ref in tho Creatoꝛ, but is altogither veigratefultts 
him, caring not at all to cleaue vnto him, to bee ſabjea-vnto 
him. no to obey him + It is made like vnto the wicked ſpt- 
rites, at:ended with vices, batefull to GD D, deſpiſed of his 
Angels, and vnceſſantly doeth wounde, hurt . de llle, make 
it lelte damgable. Foz the moze that anx man be delighted in 
eartbie, fires yt ater pt the moꝛe wicked and 

vplel ele he liusth, and the moze vnhappie he is. Aud the moꝛe 
be reioyce in the vanities of the wozlde, the ma za conteimpti· 
ble he maketh himſelle vnto Ood. Becauſe he is not fearcfit 
no2 carefuil to obey God , ang to giue him his due rev*rence 
all things. To couclude, wee are chafely lxhene d vnto 
Sad by vertucus adians and. hulye offenions vatodivine 
charitic. But by panges, vanities, and via, we are made 
moſt vnlikꝛ vnto him. Noz ſimilutude and lxheneiſte art cauſe 
of loue 3 and valike neſſe are cauie of tancoʒ 
and hatten. Mea the herſesion aan cia aturt ( ectcially et 
a rcaſonable and (mm [| mpnde ts. {@be;pzopoztionatcs 
lp made like vnde his Ereato, Zgen tte moꝛe lol tie that ive 
become thzough bet ine, ſo much the lyker and better be laur d 
we are o? God. ea, ſo nuch tho faxꝛer aud moꝛe tomely w 
ace jnwardly adozued . Bat the moe that we nino the mae 
ahthe,odghlo,t4lfaupured we 


of 
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of all doubt is a moſt miſerable and vnwoꝛthie thing. Ther ⸗ 


foe wee ſc there is great differente betweene the vertuous 
and vitious ſoules. And as by the Phyloſophers opinion, a 
man which ſpendeth his time in contemplation is moſt plea⸗ 
ſing vnto the Cods euen ſo by the ſame doctr in a man which 
giueth himlelle vnto vices and naughtineſle „is tenne thou⸗ 
ſand tymes moꝛe abhominable then the bꝛute Beaſtes. As 
may alſo plainlyappeare by the diuerũt ie of their re wardes. 
Foz God doth place and conſtitute the vertuous, in the fierte 
heanen,giuing himſelle vnto him foz tewatrd, and communi» 
cating all things vnto him by an immediate and moſt bleſled 
kind ol vnton with him himſelle. But be doth put from him 
the bieious fo2 euermoze. deliueteth him auer vnto wicked 
ſpirites, plateth dim in hell, and iudgeth him to euerlaſtinge 
paines. Judge and diſcerne therefoze betweene theſetwo ( my 
welbeloued ) andchoſe and obſerue- that which ſemeth belt 
vnto ther. Do not ſo. embaſe and make thy ſelf vyle,that thou 
become a bondman to ſinne and to the dinel . Do ſome little 
* * thingfo2 the loge of God. And do not thou neglect the di — 
ties, holineſle, comlineſſe, and godlinefſe, befoze rehearſed, 
the riches, delights, and honours of this molle ſhoꝛt and vn- 
certaine life, But liue vefoze the highelt God, fearefully and 
waril?. C ſpectally ſince by one greenons finne thou mighteft 
leeſe at thy luper nal gifts ol grace, i ſo thy ſoule (like vnto the 
diuel) ſhould become fdule,frotwar d, and diſoꝛdered. 
Our Sautour Ch iſt in the ſirt Chapiter of Saint Lukes 
Goſpel pzonouncedthele wozds: Mo be vnto pou that laugh 
now,faz you ſhall werpe and lament. Nowe this wo2de(vz) 


02 n in holy letipture oz 
eternall dampnation. 


Chen il Chꝛiit doo th1eaten enerlaſtinge damnation to 
them which laugh, who is hee that dare in this life bie cares 
telle, light mynded, oz tocunvy? truely none but the tepꝛo⸗ 
bate and ſuch as goe in daunger of dampnation. Sinte this 
iu molt cectaynerhat) Þe which is 6 — 

canno 
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po we great perils we ate encloſed , with howe many ſnares 
we be entangled, and with how many vices and ſinnes wee 
are daily aCaultcd,yea,bow vaperfecnly and vnteuetentiy we 
ſerue Cov, hawe manpe euils aro dailye: committed inthe 
woꝛloe howe much God is diſhonoured ; how may thep bi 
which daily do periſh and caſt themielues away, vnto doo 
many vices. periles and papnes our foꝛełathers, dur frindes 
and kinſmen both lining and - thoſe'whith are veparted, ars 
and wexe ſublect, we hall fvnde much moze rauſs to weape 
and crye out then to laugh and reioyte. ꝗ nd that vid a latyt 
father weil conſider! who ſæiug ont laugh vn [coffe did 
ſigh and ſays 5 Me muſt render account in the dat of iuvge- 
ment befo2e heagen and earth, and doe ſt ton laugh and ſcoffe 


thus? Þerevpon Salomon ſaysth, it is bettet fo goo vnto the Eccl. . 2. 


bouſe of lame ut ati, then vatu thehouſe-of taaghtag and 
reiqulings:; And agained thought 1anghter to de dat a de. 
ceipt, and #02 40y J baut ſaꝝda cWherefye att thoubeceys 
ued in bam? Bere Fwpulde nat han the to viderſtino? 
that Ameane tuerꝝ laughter; ag rotoyſtag/tv be ſa geatious 
an offence, but I ſpeake uf lightneſeanla ſuch vaine 
laughter and my2th as io altogither 05, | and voyde of 
gedtyneſſe. Andafſach loughirtg , Knovſupeth te therithe 
men: your laughter be turned itifoundburiting , and/pbir idy 
into ſoꝛrowe. Chryfoſtome tepꝛooneti; dalliante and dayhe 
paſtime, although hoe ſt recreation bo (tant ih le excuſed 
being done vppom ſome xeaſfonabte cauſe arid godly entent. 


But dyce plave and ſucb4ike art fꝛbiddꝭ u ec ſledly, eſpe», 


cially to lach as yooleſle the trueth. And of daunting the ſame 
Chryſoltoms ſayetyj / where dacincing is comnienty, Tapeth 
he) there the diuei dauntetꝭ fozcompaniye. - Aeither did O 
lend vs out fete ta the ende that wee ſhould exertiſe them in 
(ripping like goates andabpuoes, but that ue might keeps 
company with bisher Angets e aud een | 

- 1 anthermozs;ff cw a do wall tonfider,, hots: ths ſerine of 
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Qretzhed _ pron vicar (ae — —— and launted 
in a white ann. purple garment,nay rather, how he was ſtrip 
ped naked. and naked rayſed vp on the troſſe, and there ſun- 


dywaves darided and mocked l. I truſt that thdu wilt nep⸗ 


ther tat detignt in dauncing, no incutious j pꝛecidus, noi 
pam aua garments. Ndnoz! pet in the pꝛayſe of men, but 
wilt deſppſc and tſchue ali ſuch vanitics'. As touching the 
gardeaud-watche of thy tongue and ſpeache, Salomon ſuprq: 
Ve wuhit h herpe th hia muuti tiaſe.anꝭ his tongut itiſ he tices 
perth hiaſmila from perplepitic and t᷑roub le of nns: And a⸗ 


gaine ben ſcaſt (avsth he the man which was d ſwikto 
to talk, falle it ſal fe ia ua 


d then his 3+ 
retiou« Anderevgor Gregorius ſapeth: lde rom and ef: 
thue, rah and unwarx woꝛdes . Foz vaine tale voth ſone 
polluts the mynde. Let fach chinge nein o deerde dut of thy 
mouth as danat poflutt a nffend theres ot them that her⸗ 
ken thertvnta. Wayne ſp&ch is a dend avaine mind and 
conſctence.:/ Fache talde ot the tongut is the Image of the 
he art. By the talke that we heare. we iuoge the mynde that 

| —— hy ond py mmm 
Such as the man ts; ſuch is 


verous,maliios, andenniou 
In the tenth Chaptet of ——— 3 
is moze wicked then a couctbusmanz no: anye thing mozs 
miſcheuous then to loue money. Fo: the man which doeth ſo, 
ſetteth his ſoule fo ſale;: [Nowetsitcertaing that tempozall 
thlngs are direded, adaꝛed vnto, and by the ſpiritual things, 
as vuto their ende ana onely ſcope. But the ende and termi- 
nable ſcope js loued and deſiredone way;and the meanes and 


degrees whereby we attaine tu the unde, art loutd and dell⸗ 


red another way. Foz the ende is dr iu ſelfe aud by it ſelle to 
be deſire d and toned, A 6 
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—— toyne that 
— — pak Sod orhvr , 
That is to ſay,eflentiatty in the aus ut ſuith char itie and wi 
dome, ( meaning the contemplation x lone of dintne khinges) 
and diſtributinelp in the actions ot the moꝛall vertues. 
Then ſhall woe finde that riches are ſo much to bes thought 
lawfull, ſo:much to begdeſtred , and ſo much to bee loued, as 
they are pꝛoſitable and riereſarie ſos the ſuſtyntati om and fo- 
ber nouriſhment of our bodiss, and fo; the nee derult and de⸗ 
tent clothing ol our members . My the which vſe the due is 


mad apte fa the aden of tontemplatlom and dininefotis. 


But il they bee further dellred / then fall wer truely into co» 


uetouſneſſe; which is un vnoꝛdinate appetite! atio. deſire fo 
tempo2all things and vanittes. And is of it ſelſe an in itſelf 
A gruous and deadly inne, and tontrutte vnto richteoul- 
nee. Although ſametimes Ood toz his moreie —— 


the holy fathers and wzicers. agar Bi. — 
leleafFence;( ſaye thev) to tand atva — — 


dor ſſinuade affault, and ſponie, as munye a6 
ſucco2,4 doeſt not. Herebnto the woꝛdes of Hierome der alſe 


Err re 
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then dosth lev out necellaric ha, that ought we to diſtri⸗ 
bate vuto the page .. we heſtowe yppon our owng vas 
nities and alfeaions, that to tmpiaꝝ upon 
their nde Yow many ſoeust doe dye of hunger , oz naked 
ve nde in the plates wert we rematze, wee ſhall render ac⸗ 
——— — Mere dyon 
He which in the bond man and ſeruant ot 
Mr — watch thein as abonyman, 
— he which there oith doe th loſen and ſonke of tee poke 
om ſuch as ars in handage and captiuitie,beaothaiſtribute 
— lige ad od. heſe moda do generally concern2 cuerpt 
Chziſtian, hut eſpeciall y ſuch as penfefſe- the" Goſpel. Foz 
the pare hound vnte aueſpecia beltanneſſe of heart 4 couuer- 
(ation that they banane ta allother people. It is ther 
loge moſt vnde tent, wozthie of ali condemnation that they 
ſerus and ate bondmen vntu the vites and infirmities'of tho 
lleſh wherein thers aboundeth moſle filthie leacherie 8 glut⸗ 
tanis: Ao whyieethey liue tenderly and de licately, filling 
their belly with meats, theit eyes with ſicepe;s the ir mindes 
with vapnedelights tambling and watlowing in ſoft downs 
beddes, z wholyginingtbemſelvesouer vnto dalliante. pa⸗ 
ſtime,+ bufratefull communication, do they nowe walke in 
the ſtraite i narrowly waroffaluation.? No ſurely: fo2as the 
Apoſtle ſapeth wo baunts:vondyhich art fittet fozpou ſha} 
be hungry. Ne be but vou r ich men which haue pom ton 
ſolation here on earth; Therefoze let us be aſhamed, unce 
many heathen Philoſophers did leaue vs examples of great 


ſobzietie, much abſtinence, and excading great contempt ot 


ixceſſe. and powpe;ingipthing andſulſtance; and wre which 
pꝛofeſſe the taue knowledge of Chill; bo-wattowe and {ins 


1 $i ian; Colt ee lena) he nip 
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ſment diſpoſetha man tagreater delight in his journey, and 
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of the v dd. nas laint not when thou art of him cozreged, Fox 
whamethe Kode God loueth, dim doth he chaſtiſe „ and ia 
pleaſed in him euen as the father is delighted in the chilt: the: 
equity and iuſtite of Oad doeth require that as no gav deede 


remaine varewarded, ſo none offenta naꝛ tr angreſſion be vn 


puniched. But euen the very eien doe not liuc in this moto. 
without offences and miſdeedes;(( foꝝ we oſfend ati u va iu 
many things, and it ma ſar that there is nofinne in vs, wr 
deceiue our ſelues, fo; the iuſt man falle th ſeuen times in a 
dap)andtherefoze it pertaine th unto the diuine vountie and 
pꝛouidence, ta chaſtiſe vs. in this tife, le aſt we ſhouldtbe con⸗ 
temned in the woꝛld to come. And ſa of his cle mencie to pars 
dan vs euer laſtingly. as alſa this corecion and chattiſnient 
of God, where with he doth fatherly ererciſe and viſit vs, in 
nat onely p2ofitable tothe wyping away of our finnes alrea⸗ 
by committed, but doth alſachiefiy/withdzawe vs from tuhaſe 
whereunto we pꝛeſently incline our ſelues, anddiſpoſeth vs 
readpe to eſchue and auaide finne in time ta came, whileſt it 
taketh away the occaſion of finning; terteſieth va teathetij 
us to beware. Foz vexation grueth vnderſtanding , and hee 
which hath once taſted of the Rod. en tu cume vnto it 
againe. Pea it maketh a man hun dwledge, and be- 

waile his oFences, UWhereupon the Loe ſaveth e chaſtiſe 
the, leaſt then aul deſt feeme gilteieſie in thine otone con- 
celt, And againe as ic remic ſaithi Chou haſt chattiſed me. O 
L02d- and ? am become ſkilfulthereby. Finally, ſuch chaſti 


(if it be patiently boꝛne) it obtapnethj greate rt warde in the 
heauenly kingdome, Anvtherefo:cit is that God doti mani- 
foldly chaſtiſe and caatem the rie iu this life, yea he doth re · 
pꝛoue and amende them as he ſatth ; Thoſe whom 3 lous J 
chaſtiſe and tepꝛone them · M hereby it may plainely appeare 
that ſuch as Gad dutirnat panith in this woꝛ ide, but ſuffercth 
— non doth pꝛolper them in this 


ly dotper itit, althoughthep derepleniſhed with many 
krxteding 


. ( 
i 
, * A 
” 
P24 


T he N eedels/Eye. 

ercerding great vices, and ſuffereth them toclimoalofte and 

to live Lozdlikeat their pleaſure, they are nobof he ble 

number but the repꝛobate. Noz it is wzitten': An they which 
haue bene faithfull and pleaſed God, haue paſſed by many 
troubles. And the Pſalmiſt ſaith: manifolde are the tribufa- 
tions of the inſt - And there ae though the tepꝛobate bee not 
chaſkiſed of God witha-fatherly cozrection; thut is foꝛ their 

deſettes. Whereby they haue io inturted the wzath and dit. 
pleaſure of god, that he vouchſafeth not to toꝛrea them in this 
life, but letteth them remaine vnto eternall toꝛments in Het 


ire. And thereloꝛe the Plalmiſt ſaith of the repꝛobate and vn⸗ 


Oſal. 30. 


\thankfull ſozt:J haue let them loſe euon accoꝛding to the de⸗ 


ſires of their hartes ano ther ſhall wander in their owne in / 
uentions. 


Co conclude, the holy Pzophets leming( withthe im 
fect)to wonder at this tempo2all pzoſperity of the wi 
the manifolde afflictions of the iuſt'; did thus talks with thy 
Londe ſaying: O Loadthou art iuſt, if J argue with the, vet 
neuer theleſle J will ſpeake iuſtly vnto ther. Wherefoze doth 

— the wicked pꝛoſper in his wayes?and it is well with al them 

1 that conſpire againſt ther / And an other ſaith: Wherefoze do 
| the wicked liue? they are rayſed vp on highe, and repleni- 
ted with riches, and the ſcourge of God toucheth them not. 

Pea ſurely ſuch as are yet vnperfecte,, are wonte'to meruaile 

lob , thereat, andare(inmaner)withdzawne oz turned back from 

x ſeruing of God, whileſt they beholde themſelues afflicted, but 

ſuch as are pet ede, doe neither wonder ſo, nozaremoned, 

knowing well that God (lo the cauſes befoze rehearſed, and 
fo2 other ſecrete cauſes knowne to his diuine Paieffie) 

2 and leaneth the 'repzobate vip 

Nl ed. 14 N 

And therefaze (welbeloned ) I voitethtthing#wr ak 

ther war ie and watchfull , and to the ende thou mar be alea · 

red tobe accompted amongſt the repzobate;'if thoirfinde ty, 

leeren p2oſpered, ſinning-vnpiinithedTufferirig 116 


aduerſitie, 
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© auerſitie, glo:iſting in coꝛpozall tommodities, liuing after 
thine olone luft;pteaſing men, and pꝛaiſed, extuiitd and mag = 
nified in this wozld; Foz the Pſalmiſt ſaith God hath baokt 
in ſander the bones ol them which ple aſe men They are ton⸗ 
founded bicauſe God hath fozſaken them. And is not this a 
hoꝛrible ſaying and a terrible woꝛd : But the Apoſtle wirnel⸗ 
ſeth the ſame ſayinge If J.lhould'yetpteaſe men I ſhould 
not then be the ſeruaunt di God. Pea our. ſaniourhim 
ſaith; No be vnto vou when men'blefſe'yotr, andſpeake wel 
of pour, TM her eupon Auguſtinc aunſwereth: T his wozlde is 
moze dqungerous-when it ſeemeth milos and flattering'then 
when it is troubleſome. And ismoze to be taken hede of, wht 
it entiſeth it ſelle ta be liked and eſtermed, then when it1fo2 e- 
warneth and enfoꝛceth it lelle ts be cantempned, and let light 
by. And accoꝛding to Gregories opinion, God chuſeth them 
whom the wozld fozlaketh, And thereupon the Apoſtle ſaive 
againe: Take herde and mark yaur vocation ( bzethzen) foz 
there are not many wile men ( accoꝛding to ile ſhe and bloud ) 
nozmauny inightie, no many noble, t wozthy amongeſt vou 
But God hath choſen thole which ſeemed folift and pozo to þ 
wozld,s he may confound and onerth;ow therby theſe woꝛ ld⸗ 
ly wilg men. And he bath choſen the weaktings of this wozld 
that he may thereby conlounde the ſtrong and mighty And 
behold he hath choſen the vnable and contemptible things of 
the woꝛlde . Wherefoze(my dearly beloued ) let it not delight 
the to liue and to be conuerſant amongeſt the mighty e riche 
potentates of this wozld, noꝛ to kepe company with the car- 
nall and dꝛeadleſſe wightes , but alwayes aſſociat thy ſeife 
the better ſoꝛte + belt learned, that thou maiſtp3ofit in wiſe 
dome and vertue. Foz if thou wilt belene Hicrome, her will 
tell ther of a thouſand riche and mightie men, ſcarce ons 1s 
found fit o wozthy-fo2 the kingdome of God, 
Therefo:e pzay thou vnto God, that he vouchſafe ſo to pu⸗ 
and cazrec — 72 r a 


ſelſfe 


race in vs. Mhereupon the holy fathers affirme: 
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Foz thou art not better then was leremir which was ſuncti * 
fied in his mothers wombe , and pet he ſaieth: Coꝛrea me( O 
Loꝛd) but in thy iudgement and not in thy furie, leaſte thou 
bꝛing me to nothing Foꝛ as the Apoſtle teftifieth: If wir bee 
without cozrection and diſcipline, we are no ſonnes but balt- 
ards. UWherefoze think nothing more hartfull, chen toabive 
that other ſide, think nothing moze holeſome thentoremaine 
amongſt the godly, fearfull, anddeuout ſozte Foz followe 
thou reaſon and not affection. It thou holde not thy ſelfe tn» 
fantlys in the feare of God, thy houſe will quickly be over- 
thzowne and ſubuerted. Fo2 the feare of God doth dzaw back 
from ſinne. And thercupon Salomon ſaid: He which feareth 
God doth neglec nothing. Then he holdeth him ſelfe in the 
feare of God which inſtauntlye and vnteſlantlye is carefull 
leaſt he ſhould offend him . D2 leaſt he ſhould nne and incut 
the daunger of dampnation. Now by this houſe in this poꝛti⸗ 
on of ſtripture mentioned, is ment our hart wherein we dwel 
and abide hy cogitations and affections. And this houſe is 
ſoneſubuerted and ouerthꝛowen by falling into the molt; 

uous and odious ſoꝛt of ſinnes and offefces-. W Þ 
grace and merty is taken away, andthe ſinner doeth ſpiritu- 
ally die therein, vnleiſſe he conuert vnto the feare of God · 
cUhereby it appearetꝭ coniequenti pe, that hee ſhall hardlye 
eſchue and auoide thele greruous and greateſt offences, which 
doeth not dayly accuſtome himlſeclfe toeſchue the leaſte fanlts 
t tranſgreſſions. Foz the common cuſitome 6f trifling faults 
and miſocedes, doe bzing with them the falling vnto greater 
enozmities. Siace the loaſt doe diſpoſe and (as it were 5 
pare a man vnto the greateſt. ta, they take away the fer; 
uentneſſe of charitie, and doe hinder and lette the increaſe of 
pe that ts 
negitgent in ſmall things, doth by a litle and a lit te fall and 
flyde awap altogether, So that (my ſinguler betoted)if 
wilt continue in the ſkate of health, grace, and charity 


5 


is to 
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is to ſay, out of all grieuous ſinne, and cauſe of dampnation) 
doe not one ly be diligent to auoide the greateſt offences but 
the leaſte alſo, Foz otherwiſe thy fruites are deade befoze the 
face of God.Uihoſe voice when the ſhepe heareth not he ſtrai 
eth and wandereth, Now it is a græuous ſinne and offence 
moze fo cleaye and tick vnto, to be moze delighted and affec- 
ted, in the creat, fraile, and vaine things of this woꝛld moze + 
then God himſelfe. Whereupon Hicrome faith: A minde de- 
dicated vnto God ould aſwell bewarre of the leaſte as of the 
greateſt offences. Knowing that accompt muſt be rendꝛed of 

euer idle woꝛd And thereſoꝛe Gregotie ſaieth: Hee that ta⸗ 
keth not herde of the leaſt, falleth into the greateſt offences. 
Chen ſuch as doe daylyfoltowe vanities; laughing, babling, 
fpozting, dallying, wandꝛing here and there # accuſtoming 
themſe lues to all lightneſſe, and in the meane while do very 
ſeeldome 02 neuer repent 02 amende , how can they choſe but 
become cuipable alſo ot greater cenozmities : Ther eloꝛe let no 
man cope, flatter, neglect noz beguile him ſelfe. But the bet 
ter to auoide and eſchue theſe ſnares ot the Diuell, theſe knots 
of temptation, as louthand negligence, vea and the better 
to pꝛocede and increaſe in godneſſe, and in all vertue and 
grace, it is greatly auailable to haue a faithfull, godty, wary, 
expert, iuſt, wiſe, and entier familiar friend. Unto whom a 
man may be bolde to lay open boldly ali his ſecrets, doubtes, 
and ſcrupples. And by whoſe godly aduice, he map be in ſtru 
Red, kindled by his exhoꝛtations, and helped by his alliſtaunt 
pꝛapers. Fo2 the freindſhip of ſuch being founded on godli⸗ 
neſſe and honeſtie , is oł great fo2ce and efficacie befoze God. 
Whereupon the auntient fathers ſaid : that the fraudes and 
temptations of the Diuel, are by no woꝛldly meanes moꝛe re 
pulſed no2 defended , then ſoz the ſocietie of a zealous freinde 
vnto whom a man may lay open his harte and minde: L eaſt 
the power ofthe Diuell being ſecrettyſhut therein doe infect 
and btterly deſtroy it. And thereupon it is w2itten:A faithful 


freind is a ſtrong pꝛotedion fs be which hath founde ſuch 
an ont 
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an one; hath a great treaſure. There is is no tompariſon to a 
faithful freind, neither tan weight of Gold no; ſiluer conter 
peyſe his faith. A faithfull freindis.a medicine of life and im 
moꝛtalitie, and ſuch as fcare the Loꝛd ſhall finde ſuch freinds. 
And in an other place he ſaith; Bleſled is he which finde th a 
faithfull freiad , F02 ſinte man is naturally a lining creafure 
which deſireth company. it is naturall(ſay the Philoſophers) 
that he thould be helped. And ſinte man is not a god iudge 0- 
ver him ſelſe, it is expedient that he open his greife and con⸗ 
ſcience to ſome other moꝛe ma te to judge thereof, There foꝛe 
hat ken vato counſel, and be not ruled by thine owne ſenſyal 
appetite. But endeuour thy ſelfe to eſchue all familiarity and 
ſocietie of wanton woꝛldlings, foz that is greatly hurtfull to 
thy ſoule. God is a ſpirit(as it is wꝛitten in the 4. Chapter of 
Iohn) and they which woꝛſhip him muſt wozſhip him in ſpi⸗ 
rit and truth. and although we ought deuoutliy and carefully 
with all reuerence to perfoꝛme and execute all the woꝛkes of 
God / foꝛ he is accu ſed which doth the wozite of God negli⸗ 
gently) yet theſe actions of vertues which ate immediatelte 
(and without any luterim) done and exerciſed about Cod, 
ought to be done and exerciſed with a greater reuerence and 
ſinaulcr zeale. 

Now p2ayer, ſtaging of Pſalmes. and adminifiring of ſa⸗ 
ccaments,are actions of vertue pertaining vnto Gods hono?, 
And thercfo2c they are to be executed with all diligence and 
perfection . Whereuato firſt is required the obſeruation and 
keeping of the deuine pꝛecepts. Joꝛ it is wꝛitten: He that des: 
clincth dis eare leaſthe ſhould heare Gods la we his pꝛayer is 
erecrable. And again: Cutſed are they which decline from thy 
co:mmaundementes. Theretoꝛe firſt the conuerſation muſte 
be made contoʒmable vato the pꝛaper, and nexte the harte 
muſt be vnited vnto God bp often p:ofe and continuall attt̃⸗ 
tiueneſſe. Fo2 of ſuch as are backward and doe not attend, 
the Loꝛd {pate by Eſaye ſaying: This people honozeth mee 
with their lippes, but their harte is karre from ma, And the 

wiſe⸗ 


— r—ß— — 


Ths Needelt Eye, 229 


wiſe man ſaid; Befoze pꝛaper, pzepare thine harte : fouls 4 
be not like vnto a man which tempteth God. Therefoze atti- 
tiueneſſe is cheifly neceſſary, and ought to be nl wapes in the 
beginning of pꝛaper and ſinging of Pſalmes: Fo the vertue 
ofeach god beginning doeth wine in almuch as followcth, 
and the latter ende win verteouſly by guid of a god be⸗ 
ginning. 
Turthermoze, foz ag much as there are the foudzy effects 
in pꝛaper, (that is )acceptation with Gad , obtaining of that 
we craue, and aceriaineſweete refenion of minde which hee 
keeleth that pzayeth, that befoze named attentiueneſſe ſhall 
be ſufficient to the fozuer two of theſe affects . But vnto the 
third, there is requiſite a continuall and mightie attenttuc- 
nelle. Foz accozding to Baſils woꝛdes: Euen as the taſte of 
the mouth doth diſcerne and faſt every mozſell oz prece of the 
bodily ſuſte naunce, whileſt it cheweth and gnaweth it, euen 
ſo the inward taſte of the ſoule / ought in pꝛapyer and ſinging 
ofplalmes ta mac ke and. taſte the ſence of cuery wozde and 
lentence. And that the foꝛenamed adions and duties may bee 
perfgcly diſcharged and executed, there is required a greate 
warineſſs; and wachfulneſſe of harte, and an affectionate re- 
collection o repetition of minde towardes God And therfvze 
ſane haue thought na abo; nos paine, comparable vnto har⸗ 
ty p3aper, But ſuch paayer and ſnging of pſalmes is of great 
-4132exc@ding great)efficacie toward the pbtayningat gods 
bands of all tginges which we doe healthtully require. And 
eee wozlhippers and pꝛapets, ot 
and pꝛap to tho father in ſpitite and veritte. And 
ſapgth: The Draine helpe is to be craued, not Nackly,noz 
h a\minde-wandaing here and there, los ſuch an one 
notauely faileto obtaine, but further ſhall llirre and 
pꝛauoke Sod to anger Fo2 it is requiſit in tyme of pꝛaper, 
to beyaue our ſelues purely, and ſtoutly. Stouiipe, that wee 
may reuerently and iopfully attend the Loꝛde our God. Pos 


ne noz fligilp gaping and rawning, neither whil- 
pering 
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per ing and muttering · and cutting of our woꝛdes in the mid, 
deft, but with a ſtoute and cout agious ſounde (as beſt becom- 
meth) let vs pꝛonounte our deſires befoze the holy Ghoſt, the 
purely alſo , that wee thinke vppon none other thing bat the 
Pſalme 02 pzayer which we ſing 02 ſay . Foz the holy Gholte 
will not acceþtably receiue that which is pzoferred, if we ne 
ale that which is due vnto him. And pzay not noz fing not 
ouer haſtily. Jn pꝛaying and ſinging ofplalmes we haue two 
eſpeciall things to marke and attend. That is our miſerie, F 
Gods mercy. To the ende that by the conſideration of our 
owne miſery, imperfection, frailtie, and maltce , we maybee 
pꝛouoked vnto true humilitie. And by the conſideration of 
Gods mercy , godneſſe and lone , wee may bee induced to a 
feruent deſire to be vnited with him. And lo the actions be⸗ 
loꝛe rehearſed map p2oceed of charitie and true humilitie, and 
all vaine chaunting may be auoyded. Yea, and that we may 
deſire to pleaſe God onely, and be moꝛe delighted in the ſence 
then in the gallantneſſe of the wo2des, and moꝛe in deuot ion 
then in warbling with the voice, teaſte we commit any watt 
tone geſture 02 action. F02 Auguſtine ſaith, Whenſoever if 
happeneth that q am moze delighted with the Buſicks, then 
with the effec of the woꝛdes that are ſoung. J confelle,(ſayth 
he) that I doe offend greeuonſly,And againe: The barking of 
Doggs, the blerting ol Cattel{ , and the grunting of lwyne, 
doth moze pleaſe God, then tho chanting of wanton and rio⸗ 
tous p:ielts, Fo2 what pzeuaileththe noiſe ofthe lippes when 
art is dumbe ? And even as a boite without tunablenes 
voth ſceme lyke the grunting of ſwine, ſo being vled without 
deuotion, it is woꝛle then the bleating of Calnes:UWherefoze 
let our pꝛayers and deuotions be ſoung os ſaid diſtinctly. with 
a due reverence, attentiueneſſe, and affection, And in ij ma 
plate, e time conuenient. Mithout babling of things imper- 
tinent, Without whilpering and pꝛating, and without diflo/ 

late laughing. 1: Zee un ausn nt 
It is wzitten foz'onr inſtruction, in the 1. Chapter of Fey 
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cleſiaſt. O vanitieof vanities, and all is vanitie. J haue ſene 
(ſaith he) ali things that are vnder the ſunne , and beholde al 


is but vanitieand veration of the minde. Tell me then ( ſaide 
a holy father) what ſerſt thaue I ſe (anſwered an other) men 
ſailing with a pꝛaſperous winde, whome the calmenelle of 
the ſea, the bꝛightneſle andclereneſſe of the aire , 4 the wert 
bzeath of the pleaſant windes doe much delight. Ilex alſo 
ſand2y folke banquetting and making merrye in the ſhippe, 
leaping aud retoyſing with all kinde of Puſicke, and melody 
vea euen the fiſhes of the ſea, doe flocke and gather them foz 
the increaſe of their delight. h not this a great t moſt 
deſirable felicitie/butpzonounce not thy ſentence oucr haſti⸗ 
ty. Rather tell me what ſ&ſf thou follow theſe thinges# I ſe 
(ſaith he) the heauens ſkoule, and ware cloudie. Yea the ſo⸗ 
daine and vehement blaſtes of the windes doe ouertaſte the 
Skyes with miſtes, the ſex is troubled and toſſed, and alaſſe 
at t he laſte) J ſ& the ſhip with them that lailed therein ſwal⸗ 
towed vp in the roaring waues. Alaſſe what was itthat J ſo 
pꝛaiſed? Nhat a buge talamitie doeth pzeſently follo we ſo 
ſhozte a pꝛoſperitie. 

And anather demaunded in! ſozte what ſerſt thou? And 
it was aunſwered:: J ſeemere n bzinging home with 
them Cartes and Came ls laden with moſt pꝛetious marchã⸗ 
diſe. Which come fozewards merilpe and topfullie, hoping 
fo2 great gaine aud a god micket. And their pꝛoſperitpe 
ſemed great. But what ſolloweth J ſ&(ſaid he againe ) an 
army of Doldters ſodainty raſhing alt at once vpon theſe mar 
chaunts, and hauing amaſed them with the ſodaine aſſaulte, 
they ſpaile — . todlight, and kill owe molt my- 


ſerably. 
Dh what infite miterics doe ſavainty ists a litle 


mirth? Some man beholving this wozld, doth ſerme to ſe an 


bouſeaboundantly repleniſhed with all kynde of richcs and 
furniture, and the maiſtet of the houſhold reiopfing in his 
chi lozen, bis great family, his great herdes ol beaſtes, his ful 

Q banes, 
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barnes and all other delights:and this ſeemeth a great ſe lici⸗ 
tie. But is not this true there with that the moꝛe a riche man 
poſſeſſe, the moꝛe he is vered with cares / And although hee a⸗ 
lone doe beare the burthen ol dis carefulnes, pet that which 
he bath ſcraped togither with ſuch paine, doeth mach moze 
p:ofitte others then himſeife.. Foz he feareth leaſt they ſhould 
diminiſh when they are gotten, he feareth the viotenre of the 
mightie, and ſuſpeceth the faithfulnes.of his ſeruauntes Ae 
nother ſeemeth to ſee by the woꝛld a folempne marriage pꝛe⸗ 
pared, wherein there is greatpompe and triumpbe. And that 
ſcemeth a wonderfull good thing, becauſe mankinde ts there 
by pꝛeſerued without any intarte done tu Hamcfaſtnes', and 
the wedded parties are knitte together with the bony of lone, 
But hob rare a thing ts it to ſee marrtedfolkes agree? Vow 
great tareſulnes doeth follow marriage? What paynes/are 
there taken in the bꝛinging vp of the chilvzen?Andin neceſſa- 
ric pꝛouiſion fo2 the houſe? No man cauſes and quarelles 
of ſuſpicion and diſlent ion doe daily growe betwonothe man 
and the wife? What infinite dzeads of perils doe invade them 
both, leaſt enemies ſhoulde deſtrope them? Some haue like⸗ 
ned this wozld bnto a ſchoole repleniſhed with learned ſtudy⸗ 
ents, Wherein the greateſt part oꝛ all are bent vnto ſundꝛy 
good faculties and ſciences. And this ſimilitade would ſeems 
to be moze pleaſant then the reſt, becanſe they are al together 
occupied in wiledome But in very deede theſe foolith wayfa⸗ 
ring men oz trauaplers which are ſo curiouſly. octupped in 
ſearching the myſteries of thinges created; doe in the meane 
time fozget God their Creato2, and neglea the execution of 
that which pertaineth vnto ſaluation. And their converſation 
doeth wel witneſle that they are moſt wzetched of all others; 
fince nothing is moze vaine noꝛ moꝛe thriftieTethen'their-cu- 
rioſitie. Pea their ende is moſt inte commonly 
at the time of their death they are fruſtrate of the hope of ſal⸗ 


uation, whole life and time of health did neglec to walke in 
Foz 


the pathe of the right way to the lame, 


4 
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Foz ſurelp ſuch are of ali others moſte vainly octupied, 
as omitte thoſe thinges whith Cod requireth at their hands. 
and without the whiche they can not bee ſaued. And are not 
continually occupied in the ſame, but rather ſetting aſide all 
fearg of God, doe buſie themſe lues in ſuch topes as Cod do⸗ 
eth not require at they: handes, and as rather hynder then 
further their ſaluation. And they are wozthily repꝛoued of 
God and man, becauſe they p2eferre the delightes and pzoſ- 
perities which they finde by the waye, befoze the great ſeli- 
citie and bleſſednes of the kingdome pꝛepared. Cleauing ras 
ther to thinges pꝛeſente, then to the iopes to come. Howe 
commeth it to paſſe ( ſaith Hieremias in his elenenth Chapi- 
ter) that my beloued hath committed many lewde pat tes in 
my houle? 0 

Dalth Paul in his ſecond Chapiter to the Romapnes: Since The op 
it commeth to paſſe that the people and nations whiche haue occtee 
not the lawe, doe yet ſulſill that which the law commandeth, her t 
they become a lawe vnto the mſelues. Now to the end that the cling ie 
confuſion, vileneſſe and peruer ſeneſle of Chꝛiſtiaus, may the cone of 
moze plainely appeare, J will a little touche howe much tbe . 
Philoſophers (being guydedonely by naturall reaſon) haue 
abhoꝛred ſuch ydle anylewde conuerſation Plato ſaith: It is 
not the parte ol a; Philoſopher to ſtudie about the ptcaſares 
and delightes of meate, diznke, and venerie. ' A Philoſopher 
doth thinke it diſhonaur to be bꝛauely apparelled 2 deched, 
aud is content with ſuch clothing as may ſerue his necefſary 
vle. A Philoſophers intention is not about the bodie, but fur⸗ 
the ſt from it; and is wholy occupyed about conſideration of 
the ſoule. The mind and ſoule of the Philoſopher doth diſpiſe 
and diſdaine the bodie, and flieth from it, that it ſelfe may be 
wholy occupied inand about it ſelfe. Jo; out of our bodies 
pꝛoceede thouſandes of impediments vnto contemplacion, 
wyileſt we are buſted fo2 the neceſſarie ſuſtentation thereof. 
A Þbiloſophers meditation, is the [looſing aud lſepat ation ot 
the mind frõ the bodie. Jt is a ridiculus thing ſoꝛ a man an 

9 2 Q. ii. his 
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his life time did pꝛepare him ſelfe vnto death, if then when it 
commeth, he be troubled oz moleſted therewith; If thou per 
teiue any man to ſhꝛink at death, when it commeth, ſap bold 
ly he was no Philoſopher . As often as the minde o2 ſoule is 
allured by the body vnto theſe wozidly x chaungeable thinges 
it is ſeduced and ſoꝛe troubled. But as often as the minde 02 
loule is ererciſed by it ſelfe in ſpeculation, it is ſtraigytwaps 
tranſferred into ſinceritit and immoꝛtalitie. Zhebodye and 
the minde being both in one, nature doth pet commaund the 
body to be gouerned, to ſerue, and to be (ubiect- But it com- 
maundeth the minde oz ſaule, to rule and beare dominion. 
True Philoſophers doe abſtaine from al things that are coꝛ⸗ 
pozall, and are not gredy of money andriches . Theſe ſenf#- 
ces Plato affirmed. Now Socrates (by Saint Hieromes teſti 
mony)did vtterly contempne riches , Diogenes foxſaking all 
theſe woꝛldiy pompes, did chuſe to line in his Tunne, Tully 
and Seneca haue wzitten moſt ſhatpelp and bitterly againſt 
the loue of riches and volupteouſneſle, Then if theſe men be- 

ing onely enduced by naturall reaſon, and onely fo the attai 
ning ol natur all felicitie and ſcience, did thus contempne all 
vices, and ledde ſuch a ſtright and hard life, of how great con 
dempnation are Chziſtians culpable , which beinginſtruced 
with the doctrine of the Goſpel and very lawe of God, to who 
the only begotten ſonne of God him ſelf did perſonally tome 
and made himſelfe an example foꝛ them, are not yet aſhamed 
to leade a wanton, vaine, and delicate life, are blotted and 
blemiſhed with carnall markes, cleaue faſte vnto the wo2lde 
fo: get heauenly things, and are not diligent and careful (F 
honour God with all their darts. 

But my beloned, be not thou likened no: confozmed vnts: 
ſach men. -Rather followe the foteſteppes of the holy fathers 
that thou maiſt be able to pleaſe thy Creatoz, and to offer vn- 
to him the floure of thy pouth, while ſt it doth pet floʒiſhe and 
ſpꝛoute. Th which will be vnto 1 moſt nene ac⸗ 


As 
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As Gregoꝛie witnelleth, ſaying: in that age that mans hayre 
is yellow, his eyes gliſtering like chꝛiſtall, his face freſhe as 
the Roſe, his ſound health encreaſcth his ſtrength and fo2ce, 
his young and luſtie yceres pzomile long continuaunce vpon 
earth, whileſt reaſon and the ſences are quicke, whilcſt the 
hearing is moze readie, the ſight quickcr, the gate vpꝛight, 5 
' countenance louelp, and the bodie luſtie, the which in this 
age ( ſayth he) der rule and maſter themſelues,and doe aſloti⸗ 
ate and acquaint themſelues with God, they may expect and 
hope foꝛ the re ward of the bleſſed Apoſtle  Enangelift John. 
Whereupon Jeroineſayth: it is good foz a man when hee 
hath bozne the yoke from his youth vpwardes, Therefoze 
(welbeloued) doc not foꝛeſlow thy connerſton vnto the Loꝛd, 
neyther defer from day to day, leaſt his w2zath come ſodainly 
vpon thee.£ffer thy ſelfe wholy to God, and he will wholly 
beſtow h:mlſelfe vpon thee. Be thou of a right magnanimitte, 
and put thy hand vnto the ſtrongeſt x ſtouteſt trauales. Fight 
like a goodſouldier, againſt the enemies of thy ſoule. Foz be 
ſhall not be crowned with glozie which hathnot maiſtred the 
zoudeſt The creato2 of all things, which is aboue al things, 
the higheſt and moſt bleſſed Gov, vouchſafe to nine thee ail 
thcſe thinges, fo; his vnmeaſured goodneſſe, and fo? the ad- 
uantement of his hono2 and glozie. Amen, 


Salomon in the twentie nine of his pꝛouerbes ue" 22 e vant- 


dayes are as woundes vppon the earth, and yet there is no 
death. And Auguſtine in his thirtenth booke and tenth Cha⸗ 
piter De ciuitate Dei ſapth: From the time that any man le. 
ginaeth to bee in this moꝛtall bodie, hee doth inceſſauntly 
trauaile to dye. Foz thereunto tendeth all his mutabilitie 
in all his Lyfe (if it ma be called lyfe) that hre liueth to that 
ende that death may come. Foz all men are necrer unto 
death aſter a ptere finiſhed, then they were befoze it begonne 
to moꝛtowe, then to day, to dap. then pe ſter day, and even a⸗ 
- non, then nowe. 
Fo! all the while we live; ſome little ſpace of our life is 
Q ui. taken 
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taken away, And that which remaineth doeth dayly become 
leſſe and lefſe- . So that the whole courſe of this our life, is 
nothing elſe but a recourſe vnto death. And in this courſe no 
man is ſuffred to ſtaye no2 to linger and goe ſoftlyer then his 
ſellowes. But all men are dꝛouen on with cquall eps and 
paccs, and are all conceiued altke to their ende. either doth. 
he which dyeth ſooneſt, paſſe oner the daye faſter then ano⸗ 
ther whoſe life laſted longer. But hauing eche of them equall 
moments and times to paſſe oner equallp, that one had his 
ende and determinate time (et nearer, and that other farther 

_ of, Noz it is one thing to haue lined longer, and another 
thing to haue gone oꝛ pꝛocæded flower oz quicker. And ther⸗ 
foze whoſoener doeth the longer linger his dayes befo2c hee 
dye, he went notwithſtanding neuer the moze (lowly, but he 
had the longer tourney to per four me. Pea, and if it ſhould be 
accounted that a man docth beginne to dye (J meane to bee 
dead in deede ) from the firſt moment that death clapmed his 
right in this our exyle, ( which is euen krom our ſwadling 
cloutes) then all this lingring and detracting of time, ſhoulde 
in account be no time at all. Foz what other thing da we ac⸗ 
compliſh in our dayes, houres, momentes, and times, then 
that this life being conſumate, death ( which all that while 
was in hande) may be fulfilled. Of theſe things Auguſtine. 
ſpeaketh largely in the Chapter befo2e rehearſed, and the 
Chapter nert following. But of the infinite euils and miſe - 
tries ofthis pꝛeſent life. he treateti; moꝛe plainly in his twen⸗ 
tieth boke and twentieth Chapter of the lame woꝛke ſaping: 
As touching our firſt o21ginall beginning, all mankpnde was 
in damnable eſtate as well witnelſleth this our life (if it ber a 
life) ſo full of ſuch and ſo excærding great euils. Foz what eiſe 
betokeneth the hoꝛrible depth of our ignoꝛante, from whence: 
all errour ſpꝛingeth ? the which did receiue all Adams chil- 
dzen into a darkeſome cozner , ſo that a man cannot from it 
be deliuered without payne, (ozrowe, and dꝛead? pea the in⸗ 
oꝛdinate love which wee beare to a manye things gyltie of 
vanttie, 
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vanitie , whereon ſo manye cares doe riſe, ſo many pertur ba⸗ 
tions, ſo manye languiſhings, feares, madneſſe, iopes, dil⸗ 
coꝛdes, contentions, warres, treaſons, wzathes, enimities, 
frandes, theftes,ſpoyles, ryofs , and pꝛydes, doe ſufficiently 
bew2ay our miſeric and damnable eſtate. Furthermoze, Au- 
guſtine in his baoke entituled De miſcria mundi, doth plains 
ly treat (aping : Take hede to thy ſelfe leaſt being w2apped 
in the ſnares of the diuel, thou become a pzape to the hunter 
which rangeth and ſeketh whome he may denour , Fo? this 
life is fugittue and vatruſtie, ſince it doeth not perfourme 
faithfull dealing, no not fo the louers thereof, Vea, euen 
from the beginning ofthe wozlde it hath deceiued all ſuch as 
haue wꝛapped them ſelues therein, it hath beguyled. And ſo it 
bath ſhe wed it ſelte vncertaine to al men, that it might pꝛoue 
it ſelle a lyer vnto all men. Foz beholde the woꝛlde which 
wee ſs much loue and eſteeme, doeth paſſe ouer 4 flye away. 
And pet wee followe it flying ſo from vs, thꝛough a blynde 
mynde ok car nall concupiſcence, and cleaue ſaſt vnto it whis 
leſt itfalleth. Do that being vnable to holde it vp falling, 
wee fall with it foz companye, Yea, is not this our life lyle 
vnto death, ſince therein doe abounde ſo manye dolours, las 
mentations, ſighes, and ſo great miſeries 2 one man being 
greued with loſſe cryeth out. Another continually be way- 
leth the barenneCle of his grounde, One latnenteth the death 
of his friend, and another ſitteth ſadly being ouerwhelmed 
in pouertie. Do that there is much tribulation from the 
time that man comineth into this woꝛld. Yea his firſt voyce 
oꝛ ſounde doethſhewe infirmitie. He is boꝛne an infant, and 
ſtraightway cryeth out Me cannot pet ſpeake, and neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe he is the Wzophet of his owne calamitie. His teares are 
wit neſſe of his miſerie, paine and dꝛead, that is to come. 
Mhen he is growena little, he beginneth to hunger, thirſt, 
and to bc wearie. 
To conclude,man hath alwapes two ſundꝛie toꝛmentes, 
which (op turnes) do vere him continnally . The which are 
A. iu. feare 
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ſeare and (o2rowe. It a man be well, be feareth , and if he be 
euil at eaſe he ſozroweth. Uhat is he whome the p2olperitte 
of this woꝛlde hath not deceiued? O wo is it that hath not 
bene greeaed with the aduerſitie thereof ? then beholde man 
what great afflicions thou doeſt ſuffcr in this woꝛlde / which 
thou ſo much eſtæmeſt. Whereta(in verpe dede, there are 
nothing but falſe and deceiptſull voluptuouſneſſe, and true 
(ea vndoubted calamitie- Ho lafetie of mit th and iope, but 
' atozmentiag feare,a greediecouctouſneſſe, and a fruteleſſe las 
mentation. And who is hee which can number oz account all 
the cuils and diſcommodities of this liſe? Foꝛ to ouerpaſſe 
with ſcilence thoſe euils which doe commonl xe oppꝛeſſe all 
meu (that is ta ſape, ſecrete ſozrowes , and eſpeciall greefcs, 
whereot all men may finde themſelues gyltie) let a man but 
call to mende what euils he hath both ſuſtained and commit⸗ 
ted from his youth vpwardes let him but ſet beſoꝛe hisepcs 
the tymcs palled, and diligently conſider howe mauye vaine 
labours he hath vadertaken,howoſtenhe bathſwet in vaine 
fo; the loue of this wzetched wo2zlde, Bowe often hee hath 
founde deceitfull iſucs of his molte earneſt travaples , and 
let him then ponder , that after long troubles he hath vet ob- 
tayned no reſt, and he ſhall quickly knowe what account is 
to be made of this woꝛ lde. 

O miſerable man then what docſt thon, o: whether goeſt 
thou: whileſt thou art in this woꝛlde, thou doeſt but iuſt and 
runne in a Tyltpearde. herein thon findeſt an enimie 
which is to ſtrong foz thee, whome thou neither canſt ſce no 
pet eſcape from him , He entyceth thee with trying toyes, 
thereby to robbe and dcſpoyle thee of the iopes of heauen. Yea 
and thereby to put into th, the verie toꝛments of hell. Mis 
lack lieth cloſe hidden in the wap, couered with earth, which 
is the diuels concubpne x lemman. The enimie ol mankinde 
bath behold the maners x natural inclinations of euerp man 
r bato what vice they be molt pꝛone, x thoſe he ſetteth befoze 
their faces, which may moſte aptlyeallure and betray their 

mindes, 
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mindes. And whiles he makcth them gaze at the gaines al 
gliſteing golde, they neuer ſer the per il ol their perdition, but 
like foles being decetued with the delightes, which they (& 
and carnally doe loue, they neuer marke howe thep fall hed⸗ 
long into damnation. And bicauſe all men are voide of under 
ſtanding, they periſhe perpetually, Wherefoze if the woꝛlde 
doe pleaſe and delight thee, beware the deceitfulnette thereof. 
Remember that as Salomon ſaith, Lamentationand dolo: do 
come in the ende oftope and merrimentes. £02 all mans ple⸗ 
ſantueſle is bitter and ſo wer in the ende. LU hen a man retop 
ſeth in the woꝛlde, he reioyteth not in God. But yet alaſſe 
how many there be which reioce in the woꝛ lde, and neuer re⸗ 
ioice in God * To reioice in the woꝛlde, is lo boaſt, triumphe. 
and glozp in iniquitie, vanitie, riches, honoꝛ, out ward cam⸗ 
lineſſe, filthy conuerlation, and vaine paſtimes, with vnfruit- 
full and leud communication. Which in effect, is to purchaſe 
ſozrow and lamentation , Foz no man can embzace Chꝛiſt 
and the wozld both at once, Many men pꝛofcſſing Chaiſt, doe 
po ajſe him, lone him. and render thanks vnto him whils they 
be in their wozldly pꝛoſperity. But it aduerſity light vpon the 
they cure and blaſpheme him. And (ch men ſerue Cod fo; 
p22fit and not foꝛ loue. Tinto whom the Loꝰd God may tuſtly 
ſay: Foz your owne benefite and commodity you haue obſer- 

ed my commaundements, ⁊ not bicauſe vou loued me with 
a pure intent. And wherefo2e doeſt thou extail thy ſelſe in va 
nitie O man) is not thy body ( as the Pꝛeacher {aith duſt and 
aſches: rt not thou thy ſelfe of the earth, ſhalt ſong be reſol⸗ 
ued againe into earth. Loke into p Sepulchres of þ greateſte 
Hꝛinces, à ſæ if any ofher thingdo there remaine but bones x 
duſt 2 And all this being thus, doeſt thou by ſo many crro2s 
make haſt vnto Hell. which haſt bene inſtructed in ſo manpe 
pathes to heauen by Chꝛiſt himſelfe? Why is that beloned 

which mult be foꝛſaken, that neglected which map perpetu⸗ 
ally be eniored 2 Theleſenteſcs 4 many ſuch like Auguſtine 


doeth moſt deuoutly pꝛopounde in his boke befoze named. 
And 
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fcare and ſoꝛrowe. If a man be well, he feareth , and if he be 

euil at eaſe he ſozroweth. What is he whome the p2olperitte 

of this woꝛlde hath not decelued? Oz wi o ts it that hath not 

bine areeued with the aduerſitie thereof ? then beholde man 

what great afflictionsthou doeſt ſuffcr in this wozldey which 

thou lo much eſtæmeſt. Whereta{in verye dee, there are 

nothing but kalle and deceiptſull voluptuouſneſſe, and true 

(yea vndoubted) calamitie- No laſetie of mirth and iope, but 

a toꝛmeuting feare,a greediecouetouſneſſe, and a fruteleſſe las 

mentation. And who is hee which can uumber oz account all 

the euils and diſcommodities of this liſe? Foꝛ to ouerpaſſe 

with ſcilence thoſe euils which doe commonlye oppꝛeſſe all 

men (that is ta ſape, ſecrete ſozrowes , and eſpeciall grefcs, 

whereecf all men may finde themſelues gyltie) let a man but 

call to mende what euils he hath both ſuſtained and commits 
ted from his youth vpwardes, let him but ſet befoze his epcs 

the tymes palled, and diligently conſider ho we maupe vaine 

labours he hath vndertaken, ho worten he bhathſwet in vaine 
fo; the loue of this wzetched woꝛlde. Bowe oſten hee hath 
founde deceitfull iſſues of his molte earneſt trauaples, and 
let him then ponder , that after long troubles he hath vet ob- 
tayned no reſt, and he ſhall quickly knowe what account is 
to be made of this woꝛ lde. 

O miſerable man then what doclt thou, oꝛ whether goeſt 
thou? whileſt thou art in this woꝛlde, thou doeſt but iuſt a 
runne in a Tyltyearde, TWherein thon findeſt an enimie 
which is to ſtrong foz thee, whame thou neither canſt ſce noz 
pet eſcape from him , He entyceth thee with trying toyes, 
thereby to robbe and delpoyle thee of the iopes of heauen. Yea 
and thereby to put into th, the veric toꝛments of hell, Mis 
Llackplicth cloſe hidden in the way,conered with earth, which 
is the diuels concubpne x lemman, The enimie ol mankinde 
both behold the maners x natural inclinations of euerp man 
x bato what vice thep be moſt pzone, x thoſe he ſetteth befoze 
their faces, which may molte aptlye allure and betray their 

mindes. 
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mindes'; And whiles he makcth them gaze af the gaines or 
gliſteing golde, they neuer ſe the perit of their perdition, but 
like foles being deceiued with the delightes, which they ſ& 
and carnalliꝑ doe loue, they neuer marke howe thep fall hed⸗ 
long into damnat ion. And bicauſe all men arc voide of vnder 
ſtanding, they periſhe perpetually, Wherefoze if the wozlbe 
doe pleaſe and delight thee, beware the deceitfulncfe thereof. 
Remember that as Salomon ſatth, Lamentationand dolo: do 
come in the ende oftope and merrimentes. £02 all mans ple⸗ 
ſantneſle is bitter and ſo wer in the ende. LU hen a man retop 
ſeth in the wozlde, he reioyteth not in God. But yet alas 
bow many there be which reioce in the woꝛ lde, and neuer re⸗ 
ioice in God ? To retoice in the woꝛlde, is lo boaſt, tr iumphe. 
and gloꝛp in iniquitie, vanitie, riches, honoꝛ, outward cam⸗ 
lineſſe, filthy conuerlation, and vaine paſtimes, with vnfruit- 
full and leud communication. Which in effect, is to purchaſe 
ſozrow and lamentation , Foz no man can embzace Chꝛiſt 
and the wozldboth at once. Manx men pꝛofcſſing Th2iſt, doe 
podiſe him, lone him. and render thanks vnto him whils they 
be in their wozldly pꝛoſperity. But if aduerſity light vxon the 
they cure and blaſpheme him. And ſuch men ſerue Cod foz 
pꝛofit and not fo2Toue. Unto whom the L oed God may tyſtly 
ſay: Foz your owne benefite and commodity you haue obler⸗ 
ued my commaundements, ⁊ not btcauſe vou loued me with 
a pure intent. And wherekoꝛe doeſt thou extail thy ſelſe in va 
nitie O man) is not tby b as the Pꝛeacher (aith duſt and 
aſches: Art not thou thy ſelfe of the earth, ? ſhalt ſong be reſol⸗ | 
ued againe into earth. Loke into þ Scpulchres of 5 greatelſte | 
Hꝛinces, ſæ ifany ofber thingdo there remaine but bones x 
duſt? And all this being thus, doeſt thou by ſo many crro2s 
make haft vnt Hell. which hatt bene infkruced in ſo manye 
pathes to heauen by Chailt himſelfe? Why is that beloned 
which muſt be fozſaken,x that neglected which map perpetu⸗ 
ally be enio;ed 2 Theſe ſentiſcs t many ſuch like Auguſtine 


doeth moſt deuoutly pꝛopounde in his boke befoze named. 
And 
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And finally he wꝛiteth in a certaine Sermon ſaying: Attend 
and marke , © miſerable ſoule of ſinfall man , the hozrible 
houre in which thou ſhalt depart from the body , Where as 
thou ſhalt pzeſently beholde the wicked miniſters of Sathan 
the curſed Diuells, the hozrible dampned ſpirits, and the 
moſt cruell roaring Lyons, ranging. and hunting about foz 
their pzay, which is thy ſozowful ſoule. With the twinkling 
of an epe, the hozrible places of cternall paines ſhall appeare, 
the Chaos 02 confuſed heape of darkeneſſe, the hoꝛroꝛ of mile- 
rie, the terroꝛ and trembling dꝛead of ſozrowe, the quaking 
feare of hozrible viſions,, and of that moſt hozrtble manſion, 
where there is continuall wæping and gnaſhing of terthe, 
gnawing of wozmes, howling crying, the lamentations of 
them which mourne pet petuallp, and the voice of ſuch as cry, 
wo, wo, Wo be vnto vs the childꝛen ol Eue. When the wzet- 
ched q vnhappie ſoule , departing out of the body ſhal heare 

theſe things, and ſuch like, oz rather a thouſand folde wozſe, 
and wozſe then can be erp2eſled, when it ſhall beholde them x 
falethem , then may it ſenſibly vnderſtand, what exc@ding 
trembling, dꝛead and ferro2 doth enſue of the lone 4 delights 
conceiued in this fraile vnconſtant, a moſt wzetched woꝛlde. 
But my beloued: doe thou fo2ecaſt all theſe thinges, and ſul⸗ 
fer none of theſe admonitions to lip out of thy minde, That 

thou maiſt eſchue and eſcape eternall paine and puniſhs 

ment; and attaine vnto the iopes which ſhall 
endure woꝛlde without ende. Amen, 


— 
. 
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A LETTER WRITTEN 
by I. P. vnto his familiar freinde G. P. tea- 


ching remedies againſt the bitternes of death. 


ben Jremember your requeſt made vnto 
q me at our laſt parting, which was, that J 
74 ſhoald w2ite ſomewhat vnto vou, either to 
engender in voua meditation of contented 
J death , 02 at the leaſte to diminiſh the de⸗ 
VV l fireof long life: J cannot but much like x 
commend in vou that diſpoſition , where 
by it appearcth your deſtre and minde is not let in the lous 
of thinges tranſttoꝛye, hut in knowledge. and in that know- 
ledge, which or all other is moſt perfect and miete ſoz a wiſe⸗ 
man: Foꝛ if that be wozth the learning that is neceſſary, and 
that fo2 eyery age, degt. and ſexe, all creatures muſt neceſs 
farily die, and no man of reaſon dieth better, and moze lyke 
a man, then he that hath learned the Science thereof, And ik 
that knowledge be woꝛthe the learning, whereof commeth 
certaine and great tommodit pe, none tan be tompared with 
the Science of well doing, the fruit whereof is comfozt, and 
life neuer ending. Andas this knowledge is moſt perfect and 
woꝛthie learning fo haue vou taken a very mete and conue ⸗ 
nient time foꝛ the atteining of it, which is pouth the ſloure al 
your age, hauing in it ſelfe ſtrenght and habilitie to learne a⸗ 
ny Science, and leauingtime to pꝛactiſe that is well learned. 
Foz as none other {cience pꝛoſtable (being liberall) is ſoden- 
ly learned, neither is it enough to bid a man though he be wit 
ty, ſodenly to dꝛawe a ſigute in Geometry , make a pꝛopoꝛti⸗ 
on by Arithmetike, be a god ſouldler, ingenier oz other lpke 
ſoꝛ he may lay he lackethtime, teaching, and exereiſe to at- 
taine ſuch knowledge, )euen ſo is the ſcience of dying well, to 
be learned with time, meditation and exerciſe . Aud "or ſo 
eth 


252 Remedies againſt the 
J. ſaith to a ſicke man not pꝛaailed herein, be cõtẽt to die,t foꝛge 
. this moꝛtal life, may beare of him againe J know, what it is 
| to le by experience, but to die I haue not learned. and d lel⸗- 
it ſon is not lo caſte as you think. herein if many would doe, 
as you ſæme to meane, that is, to learne to die when they may 
beſt liue, they ſhould liue both moꝛc quiet, and die better con- 
tonted. And now ſome what to ſatilfie your Deſtce, and tot 
ter into this treatile, which J entend not to make long 7 wil 
eepe this oꝛder. Firſte to ſhewe that vnto a Chiſtiun man | 
Deathis not to be fled, but rather to be deſited, oꝛ at the leaſt, | 
well to be taken, no plague, but benefite, no lofſe , but gaine 
Next J will ſhewe what the lettes and cauſes be that make - 
vs iudge othetwiſe. And thirdly tell how thoſe lettes may be | 
remoued , and our apimion ſomewhat changed, tothinice of 
Drath and lie as they are without pꝛeiudite that men tom⸗ | 
monly baing with them. To the heathen not knowing Gov, | 
noꝛ the vertuc of the lile to tome the farſte parte, that deathe 
is not to be led, ſhonne d. terrible, is a leſſowbarde, 0zrather 
vnpollible to be taugt. oꝛ life being god as all men thinke 
and of it ſcife it is, no man can willingly leaue the god, but 
fo2 the better. foz dtherwiſe he ſhall think him ſelle, to make - 
tuctya barg mint, as the Poet ſaitij; Glaucus made with Dio- 
medces, and change gold fuz copper. And bicauſe the heathen 
know not the better, which knowledge is learned oncly in 
Chtſts ſchole)none of their bokes though they wꝛate. man 
of the contempt of death, with fair and glozious woꝛds, could 
make either them ſelues 02 their heirs withright tudgemet, 
content to die. if theꝝ might lie, to leaue pꝛeſent life which 
 tbep thought god and were content with, loꝛ an other to come 
whereof their knowledge was none oꝛ doubtful t vacertaing 
And therefoꝛe a Philoſopher among the teſte moſt lcarncd, 
ſatd of all things dꝛeadfull moſt dzcadfull is death. And the 
| extell ent Oratoꝛ, who in health and welth ſpake like a whole 
man, a as a man learned perſwaded other, being foz a teme 
1 28 was himſe lle without all comfort. 


And 
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And whe he dꝛew to wards death, perteiued he had ſaiv mond 
then he toulde iuſtiſie, and perfozme in him lelfe. 

In like caſe was the Emperour foz wiſedome ſo much 2 

nowmed, who appꝛoching neere to death, and ſpeaking as her 
founde cauſe by p2ofe ,and trial, and not as hee befoze had 
vainely thought,ſaid,he was troubled with the feare of death 
bicauſe hee knewe nat whether he ſhould go, nb; what the 
Gods immoꝛtall ( foz ſo he termed them) had determined ol 
him, vnto whome he recommended him ſelfe with this doubt 
that if they had appointed any god of him, they ſhould nowe 
ſhewe it. 
Theſe th:& eramples of the beſte with other able to fill a 
great volume, doe well ſhew that the heathen were not lear⸗ 
ned in this ſentece, and much leffe mete to be ſcholmaiſters #4 
teachers to them that wil tightly lear ne it, and therefoze J in 
tend not to vſe their examples, though they make a fair mu⸗ 
ter, which when J ſer other men doe in this argument, wꝛy⸗ 
ting vnto a Chziſian reader , I think they doe not well re» 
member what is mete foz the argument tate? hand, and 
fo2 the perſon to whom they watte. 

But as tothe heathen the ende of life and being is and 
(fo2 cauſcs afozeſaid)muſt be dzeadfull , ſo vatoa Chꝛiſtian 
man it neither is noz ſhould ſeme ſo, vnto whom death is the 
beginning of life, the great bliſſe, the end of ſo2zrow and moꝛ⸗ 
tali greife. UWhereofhe is not onely infozmed by coniedure 
like to be true, but aſared by pꝛomiſe of him that can be all 
things ſauing falſe, ſo that a ſcholler of Chziſt ſhould rather 
doubt whether the Dunne ſhine by daye, oꝛ whether hee feete 
being awaked ane ns made thereof bes 


- 
. 


allured 02 no. 4 3" | 

Then if it be one, pen foxrow, paine,miſe- 
rp, and trauatle;and ſetteth vs i place of ſolace;comifozt 
bliſſe and quiet, andthat ſuth, as neither hath enterlacing of 
the contrary; noꝛ ends of it ſeife, Who is ſozye to make this 


change, but he char bab eth ant how gavit 1, and how well 
made, 
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3 god; and al 
ſo true, who flpeth rom it, when it is comming toward him, 
oz would not haue it true in bimſcife that he beleucth? Let 


bim feare veath who hath not heardof Chziſt;to whom Chꝛitt 


bath pzomiled naugbt, deſirous ncither to heare oł him, tu ie 
hun, noꝛ tobe with him. whonrfantaſie leadcth, vanity pleas 
ſeth, luſt ruleth; aud the wozide blinveth ; ſeking foꝛ reſt in 
trouble, foʒ joy in ſoꝛrowe , fo caſe in paine, foz aſſurance, 
where r fo; coatetation, where nothing 
ong. 

But hee that is a Citizen of Teruſalem , a ſouldier vnder 
Ch2iſts banner, armed with faith ſhiided with hope, ſtrenthe 
ned with Charity, who knoweth'in whom he hath putte his 
truſte, and where hee loketh foz his mede. Much a one is 
content to vſe this liſe as his pilgrimage, contented if it bee 
ſto2te, not oſfended if it be long, deſtring neither 3be one noꝛ 
the other, but Lil! toking to his home, bearing with the reſt. 
bicaule he appainth bis quiet there, Unto him (bicauſe Chꝛiſt 
is life) death tannat be but gaine, bicauſe he findeth that her 
ſaketh , add attaineth that be loueth - content to leaue the 
wazld which loued him oz which he loued not, whoſe commo 
dities i he ſought, be lounde nothing but either occaſion to en 
uie them de ſhould loue oz to ſtriue with them, that woulde 
t nioye them at well as himſe lte, tu be angry with them that 
kept him from the atteining af them, whom being men hee 
ſt;ouldembzace. . Pea though he hate d noꝛ miſuſtd no man 
which is hard in that cauſe to anopd) vet louing the woꝛlde x 
the commodities thereof, he founde meanes whereby be was 
moued , to fozget his iourney and the ende thereof, to make 
bis Inne his home, to ſit downe befoze his wayes ende, io 
turne his loue trom the better to tie woꝛle from heaucn to 
earth, from God to himſelfr, 02 rather ſtom and againſt him⸗ 
ſelfe, to thinges vaine, which fir ſt would make him wozſe the 
they lounde him, and alterward lenue him when he began to 
loue on leaue him in that enilleflate they founde him 

not 


| the:deGxe of life, who ſhould atteine to the ſame ſdſone as 
Chiſtian men f 907 
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not. So if the world doe bndauhtediy hurt them that loue it, 
and be but paine and trauaile to them that loue it not, bicauſe 
they haue no delight noꝛ pleaſure where they loue not; then 
followethit, that lone is onely to he beſto wed on God, and 
that man muſt deſire to hes where his touc is, ſoꝛ ia natura 
moueth il the lous be true. And ſurely if there be in us the true 
charitie and loue of God, we cannat be afraid, of j whictyhꝛin 
geth vs to him, noꝛ lyth to heare of p; t which wer can 
not come to him. And ii there were no moꝛe benefit in deathe 
but that he maketh an ende of ſinne, ſith ſinne viſpleaſeth gon 
and charitis willeth vs ta loue that he loueth, and ſiæ that he 
bateth, we can neither beafraide no2 ill content with deathe, 
which bzingeth vs out of the occaſion of ſinne and daunger 
thereby to diſpleaſe Gs. ra 
And although this (@me vnto many harde, and vnto ſon 
almoſt vnpoſſible, meaſuring all other by their owne fate, 5 
any man who mayentoye life ſhould be content 02 deſirous to 
leaue the ſame, vet it is not onely appzoued moſt ted ? 
true by the teaching of holy ſeriptures, wnoman can deny but 
alſo bythe example of infinite martirs, whereof 
hath great numbers, who hauing libertie to fly and ther by to 


liue, inllamedonelp with the chatitie t loue of God, were not 


onelp content to be taken · but offered themſe lues ſoꝛ his ſake, 
whom they loued, and that not onelymen,inwhome natural 
ly courage 19, but women and childꝛen, whoſe weake ſere æ 
tender age declared moꝛe plaineiy what erue and harty lone 
is able to wozke, which as it baought Chꝛiſt downe from hea 


uen into eatth, ſo being truely raged.in mau it isabletod:aw 


him from earth, into heauen. without te ſpoa had to pimielfe 
og any thing that is nis 111 0h 

And this much ſpoken ol the firlke parte, doth ndwe make 
the wap open to bꝛing in the ſecond, fo2 it mar beſaid, if thor 
be any mtanes to take awaꝝ the ſeare of death, and diminiſh 
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And ſith we be all ol that number it then to 
paſſe that ſo ſc we are contentes to die, and many fo afraide 
thereof, that willingly heare other ſpeak of if. 

To the which queſtion. although J might in few wozdes 
aunſwere, and ſay that there lacketh in vs that linelye and 
perfect loue of God and the lyſe to come, which ſhould be in vs 
and was in them of whom Jſpoke Net to make this pointe 
moze plaine(foz it is leſſe toſay all then to tonche cache parte 
of ali) I finde th2& cauſes eſpecial that make men deſirous to 
— and loth to die, 

The one is our weaknelle which kemeth to hane ſome 
exciſe becauſe nature deſireth the tonleruation ol it ſelfe,and 
abbozreth diſſolution which both takethaway our being, and 
alſo bzingeth with it great greife and paines, which men ſer⸗ 
ing in other and flying in them ſelfe, feare death, whoſeſer- 
9 and meſſengers they are. 

The lecond cauſe is, either the lacke 02 the mall qua 
titve of faith in vs, whereby we beleue not, oz faintly beleue 
the meruailous pꝛomiſes of incomparable bliſſe pꝛomiſed by 
GOD vnto his een after this tranſitozye and pꝛeſent 
life: * | 

2 But the mreateſt caute is the third, which is a loue and 
\weeteneſſe conreaued of this life, the gods and commodities 
of the lame, wherewtith who ſd is poſſeſſed it cannot be auoy· 
ded: but vnto him the verie remembꝛaunce ol dealh which ta⸗ 
= from him that he loteth, muſt be ſower and bitter, as 

the ſcripture ſaith. To ſay ſdme what to theſe th:& thinges 
which maketh life ſwerte and death ſo wer, is the * 
of my matter, which J pꝛomiſed to entreate of. 
And loꝛ the firſte, which is a natur all weakenefſe ingen 
dꝛing ol it ſelfe the feare of denthe, wer tannot ſap it hath no 
power in vs moꝛtall men, ſith Chiſt our moꝛe 
than man tonfelled to haue ſome feeling of it in himſelf . But 
it weronſiver that he was weak to make vs ſtrong oho gave 
the onſet, and made the conqueſt of death and weakbnelle, 's 
that not 
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wat not foz himſelfe, but fo2 vs, and in out nature, ſaying al⸗ 
ter warde to vs, be bolde and feare not, J haue made a cons 


queſt of the woꝛld, And that he hath by taking on him our na, 
ture marueilouſly iopned e inco2pozated vs vnto him, ſo þ by 
grace and participation that is true in vs, which by perfectib 
of nature was true in him, then find we that this weakenes 
remapneth not as befoze in his fozce, but is infozced and coũ⸗ 
teruapled by a ſtrength giuen vs beſides our ſclues, which be- 
_ cauſe we ſhouldfirmely beleue, not to be tmagined oz onely 
in woꝛds, but true & in deeds, God hath Uewed it by the er- 
ample of thouſids of his marty2u,notAping as befoze is ſaid, 
but deſiring death, not fearing but contemning it, triumphing 


in toꝛment, conquering in weakenes, not ſaping, ſad a heaute. 


is mine heart vntill death be paſt, but, J deſtre to be in the ſee⸗ 
ling to begin to line, ſ wert is the tozture, cold is the fire, dull 
is the are, foz what is there in death dꝛeadlall vnto a faithfull 


man deſiteth{who is able to ſay, J long to be dillolued: is it 
that death bꝛingeth an ende of life being here z is not much 
to him that knoweth he hath another life to como, in compa- 
riſon of which this is no life but death. no toy but ſoꝛo we, no 
eaſe but trauayle,no quiet but miſer ie. So that either there is 
in deed very ſmall r weake faith in vs to beleene Gods pꝛo⸗ 
miſes infallibly made to all his: 03 if we do-aſſarevly beleeue 
them, the greateſt fears in that behalfe is paſt, fozhe that loo⸗ 
ſeth his life tempoꝛall, find goethfrom labour to 
reſt, from the lea into the hauen, from weaknes to ſtrength, 
from ſickenes to bealth, frõ death to life, from ſinne to iuſtice, 
from (0z0w, heauines & paine, to the place where there is no 
griefe noꝛ ſighing, thoſe fozmer patts are then pat. Let the 
heathen le are to die, who may truely ſay, 7 knowe not whe- 
ther J goe,no2 what is oꝛdeined foz me. to what end the gods 
haue created me, whether it be good vꝛ no, who are boꝛne in 


ſin and not new bozne in holines, who haue neither teaching 


02 knowledge of __ * pzomile of the ſame. But a 2 


t chziltian man, is it the diſlolucion of the bodie / that a chꝛiſtiã 


\ 
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ftian man being taught that death is the entrie to life, that he 
is oꝛdeined to liue with Chailt, created to be partaker of his 
nlo2y;regenerat 4 ſanaiſied by him, with pꝛomiſe of bliſſe in- 
eſtimable, if he afterall this returne ts the (ame lone of life x 
Teare of death that is inthe gentile, what doth he then elſe, 
but pꝛactiſe tobecomea gentile 4 beathen again, ſelling away 
us inheritance foꝛ leſſe then a meſſe of pottage, 4 renouncing 
his pꝛiuiledge whereunto he is angular ly: elpecially called. 
But as los baue ſayde befoze, weakeneſſe may be a great 
cauſe to make a man fe are death, + lacke af belefe a greater, 
but ye tate they not the greateſt, ſoꝛ per ſed lone ouercometh 
we akenes, incteaſeth t reaiueth faith, whore fbne is whole x 
ound he reſt is (png recouetod ir it be loſt , oꝛ increaſed if it 
be derayed ut if love be either deuided betweene God and 
this waꝛld r lite pꝛeſent, oz wholy tranſlated from God vntp 
thinge stranſitozie: How ſhould a man be content to part frõ 
that be loueth, and fake that he careth not fo2,ſith it is ſo true 
lar ina. that vobere the man loueth he liueth and vnnoſſibie 
is it that :wha ſo is delighted hers and poſſeſſed with the loue 
ol this li ld willingly be are of deaths which can one lx 
be welcome to them, that thereby! deſire to be with Chaiſt, 
whom they ſoue bettet then theniſe lues oz this life, 2 ſo can 
he content to leaue the good fog) the bettet their welbeloued 
la the beſt heloued. o that ther eec me light fo2, that -which 
they entirely and ten der lx loue: tor il it be aſked what is the 
thing ol ſuch ſoz ce that is able to make a man content to foz- 
ſake hig goods, his liuing.himſe lie and bis lite ił we will an⸗ 
lutte truely and in few woꝛdes we muſt ſay ait is loue ino ⸗ 
thing elſe, which! it beſallened,makethellother | 
_ things ſeeme nothingincompariſon ol that it liketh, -*;- 
And here in to vſe ſome examples, it was none other thing 
that made the Philoſ@pher to caſt himſelfe into the burning 
fire of Aetng,noz þ Romain gentleman on hozſeback to leape 
in wherd the earth gaped / the young man after the reading of 
- Platoes the, t baeake his un mayy captaines t ſoulti- | 


erg 
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heart to their oneip captaine, 
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bitterneſſe of death. 
ers lolllingly and wittingly ta goe to W 
They loved ſome thing better then life, the wiſeſt their 
trey and ſriendes, wham they would pꝛeſttue, thother fame; 
and as they talled it immoztalitie; the lighteſt vayneeftima- 
ae one ſomwhat wer with ther wert 
edde 

Dith then loue ig of ſuch ſutce . as the lame is able to bereaut 
a man not onely ol his goods and treaſute, but allo of his life 
and that by his oiune will and conſent, the right way to learn 
contentebiy to receaue death luhen God ſendeth it, is to learn 
to employ well and faſten our loue where it ſhould be and is 
due, that is, vpon God, and the lyfe to come, louing that on 
ly loꝛ it ſelfe; and other thinges (a much and ſo farre, as we 
neyther change noz remoue that aut ot his plate, which leſſõ 
if it be not ont belceued but pꝛactiſed, mabeth the life godly, 
and comfoꝛ table, and the death eaſte. And whoſoeuer marteth 
him to the loue of the woꝛlde, following the deſires thereol, : 
— p deſires of it his delight. that man may ſpeake bold- 
ly of death vntill it come. But wben he ſhall ſt and upon bis 
gar d to reteaue the aſlault, he muſt ⁊ will vndoubted ly ſheink 
and ſhe lw himſelle a weake ſouldier, lacking the armour that 
ſbould thẽ defend him, fo2 if ſayth his buch ler bid him be ſtrõg 
and thinke vpan the conqueſt, that Chꝛiſt his taptapne bath 
made, t vyon ptryump he that is pꝛouide d ſoꝛ dum, is ane 
part and conſcience; which is near ex him then his armoz;will 
fay; ali that is p: ui ded fo2 ſuch as beare the ix laue and true 
they pꝛomiſed to ſerue, 
fazfuchasbefo2c in the time ot᷑ their ſex uice ditt reſiit his ene ⸗ 
my and bis attempts, and not ſaa ſuch as yeeldedthemſejues 
p2iſoners vnta him. content ta be in and ig fight 
under his Banner. Mit ſwoꝛd whichis tha wozdephGodibe 
ing net well handled of tum belnot, mar — 
then ageer vll with his hand, and he fox lach ol xxertiſe, not 
abletague a ſtrong blow there wird. his car avitieſo 
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,nepther well fitting to his head, noz able to kp 

Ate foxce of tho vu, Is it poſſible thinke ve 5̊ a ſoloter thus 
armed and beſives this not exerciſed in feates of war, ſhould 
withitand a migytie, arong, pꝛactiſed and well armed tan / 
no vereip:De wil either runneaway, if the ground ſerue him, 

63 with ſhame be taken pziſoner and captiue. 

Uhen J conſider the maner of dying of ſuch as were · in 
Gods fauour, of whom we reade in the @criptures olo 4 new 
and copare our ſelues with them, do we willing, ready e glad 
thep were to leaue this life, how loath, backward 4 ſo2p, we 
are fo2 the greater part to doe the ſame, J maruaile we ſhould 
be called one mans childzen> that are ſo vnlike in condition. | 

Moles being tolde he ſhould no longer live, x therefoze to 
pꝛouide his ſaccelſour,oid with his own handes oꝛder and ap- 

point Joſua without complaint. ſozow oz token of griefe, pꝛo⸗ 
uiving foz them that ſhould liue. as it were nothing thinking 
on himſelke. 

Ilaac bad his ſonne goe hunt, pꝛouide 4 get him meat, that 
he might blelle him beloꝛe he dyed. The like contentation aps 
peared in Jacob, Tobias, Dauid-and ſundzy other whom we 
find not onely neuer to haue ſhunned death, but contentedip 
to haue receaued it, The lone they bare vnto God and his wil 
in their life, kept them from diſozdered loue of the woꝛlde, 
fromthe common ſirines and vices, which men foz wozldly 
thinges commit, z being not troubled with conſcience and re- 
moꝛce thereof, ſa we no cauſe to ſhun and to feare death, And 
as this lone of God and his will, encreaſed in the newe teſta⸗ 
ment; where the holy Ohotk, the ſpirite ot loue, was and is 
moze plenteouſly powzed inta the harts of the right beleuinn. 
Do that toue of life decreaſed, and the defire of death increaſen | 
in the beſt pꝛoleſloʒs thereof;the Apolties and martyzs- iff 
nite, not onely contented to leaue this life, but alſo deres 
death, who receiuing the faith and being ta 
there by to confozme themſelues to the life image of 
e eee om 
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themle lues eee eee. 
— knew was pꝛouided foz them 
utth God neytber is there any other cauſe why we 


like the, but nk we lius not like them, we feare death be» 
cauſe ws liue not well, ome moꝛe t ſome lefle, acco2ding as 
the oꝛderſal our lives bath bin, and who ſoſaith the mayer of 
death is a touchſtone to Way the life; is not much deceived, 4 
will not ſay but many men may dre well that line th ill a fo; 
mercie is aboue iudgement, but none content to die, but hee 
that by death loketh to be with Chꝛiſt, which is he that by his 
life ſhe weth that he knoweth © loucth Chzilt, without which 
loue the moze faith at that time, the leſſe comfo;t; Foz fapth 
teacheth Gods mercie and his iuffics, e if inſtice be all againſt 
vs, ether faith'ingendzethinvs (o2ow of ſuch a life, and ſo 
repentance which is good, gan entry toward life, oꝛ if it en- 
gender not an earneſt repentance, it bzingeth nothing to coni⸗ 
fo;t, caſe, and reliaue vs, but all contrary. 
And therefoze he that will liue in continuall meditation of 
death, which is the way to make him a familiar, t ſo no dꝛed⸗ 
kult geſt , no2 ſtranger, mult live in fone, J meane the lone of 
vprightnes, honeſtie, cleanes,inftice+ integritie, doing god 
where he can, t hauing intent to hurt none, getting vpaightly 
to luſtaine hun ⁊᷑ his, t of that remaineth,departing liberally 
tot he paoꝛe as he ſeeth cauſe; 4 is able, to ſuch a man the re- 
membzance of death cannot be vnple aſant foꝛ it ſhall neither 
take him vnp2outded, neither bereaue him of any thing wher 
with he is diſoꝛder ly in loue. Such a man liuing contentedly 
in the place wherin he is called] & trauailing carefully to fill 
4 ſatiſũte the ſame, when death appꝛocheth. dothmeekely ſaꝝ 
0 Sab with hail, —— thouſenteſt me to 
mam bene much weakenes # many infir- 
mities in his trauell : accompliſhing that wozkehe was ſent 
todos, vet mith a great indifferencie, he ſhalbe ati ta vſe the 
woꝛds of the vertuous t learned Biſhop, neither haue Jliued - 
auen you;that J — tolluneltherds A 
e N — | 
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not fo? himte lte. oꝛ ſoʒ bis olone ſake, pet fo2 others; therein 
wiſheth nothing vagodly, but detttix to kepe the plate wyer 
vnto he is called, which he cart fill, it not better; yet aſwell. as 
an other man to he lpe ſuch as nerds dim, to bzing vp bis cri. 
dꝛen, to ſce then dilpoſed and all rv beſto we tho benefitrs | 
that Godhath lent vnto dim, de that make th this obiection, x 
lieth not on him elle in nat ol the wozlt laꝛte, no much to be 
milliked, vnto wham neuer the leſſe it muſt be aunſwerted, il 
vis deſtre be to liue ſoꝛ others, wo h tim max be the better 
he mut conudet that well doing is not alt his mne, wherof 
though man be the miniſter, Cod is thr giuer, and who! will 
diſpoſe him ſelle to doe manp god, and none hurt, and ſo cop 
tinue God knoweth, man knoweth not, but this man know- 
eth that without Gods giuing h doth it not and wel knows 
eth he alſo; that happie dad bene Salomon it he had bene tant 
in his pouch, and well doing the like may vo teade of many, 
and ſay by experience ot ſomt · and would be one 
'of them by lonm life : de knowe th not if there were no daun⸗ 
ger it ſhould not daue bene Witten, e that ſtanteſh let him 
take herd that be fall not. It he think there were no daunger, 
in hum ſeltw then is be yu und like to be ane dtheni thut 
would fall: if he doubt, then it is wiſedniue to ꝓut humſelle to 
im that Kno wet neil eee 
An ſithhe-kno weth and is iure that after death no nue 
is done, better is the choice tu goe withlafttye us G ons ler- | 
neee mille; then in continuance 1 — 
with < 6zar 


- ſceds ok the iuſte, who-calleth hi 


bazarde; Which if it go amiſſe, at the end cannot be recoucred; 
no2 the loſſe redoubled. Deepern'patneiye manye, wha by 


long lifr fell into ſinne. and thereby into their dã nation who 


had then dyed in their youth, had liurd with Ch2ift,and how 
muche they bewaile their long life, and the occaſion of their 
pain, no tongue can tell, no2 harte think. 

But to returne to the matter, if he ſap he would dee many 


god in long time, and liue attoꝛding ta his place and calling, 


let him ſhe we that in the tyme he hath giuen him, and if in ſo 
doing he be taken, ſith he may ſay to God, J haue dane the 
wozk thou lenteſt me to doe, and when God calleth him a⸗ 
Wap. he knoweth there is no moꝛe appointed foz him to doe, 
he knoweth allo ther is no moꝛe cauſe fo2 him to liue, bicauſe 
deſire of doing god was the one ly taule wby bee would liue, 
His childzen are Gods moꝛe then his, who leaueth not the 
ife the father of Oz⸗ 
e bleſſing il ihey baue, 


phanes, and iudge of Midowes 


they ſhall pzoſyer, thonghthey lack a mas tall fatter. 


Aad pet doth not ſuch a man lacke wife and freindes fo 
whamehe may commit the care ofchildzen;andif his freinds 
will doe ſo much fo2 them at his requeſt and recommendation 


wr Would hee miſtruſt the pꝛouidente of almightie Cod, 


ishclpe4 diregion ; pray eommmend then unta 
1 
1 2 vnto bim by whome he 
bivileite lined, wile and freinds, wit, ftrength,gads and re- 
like. w uch to inioy men deſire to liue, god 
9 1 taken at the giuern handes . and ſo long to bee 
21 ſtand with the giuers will, and gad contentatiõ 
py no ciuill gift deiuared'epon condition 2ay.curteouly 
be required beyoudiand-agaioft the-giuers minde, althoughe 
be be our equall, oz inferioꝛ, ſo Gods gifts who ought no ma 
ought,and giueth all without cauſe, haue much moze this cõ⸗ 
dition to be rẽdꝛed at his i T's as they were 
delluered, oz rather lent, < his as loue — 
ſou 
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ſhoulo notſerue to make vs Wiſh long to be frb him,foz then 
ts his loue il recompenled, but ſhonld make vsdeſire to be wo 
him, and to ſe him, of whome we haue received them. As the 
Pzince, who ſendeth to his ſeruaunt being in a fozrencontrey 
farre fcom him, Jewels pꝛetidus in fokenof remembzance, 
doth thereby moue a kynd and louing ſeruaunt the loner to re 
turne to the pzeſence of ſo god and mitidful a L ond, eſpecial⸗ 
ly if the pꝛelence of his ſaid l o ſhalbe infinitdlymvze wozth 
to him then al his fozmer tokens, ſoꝛ although it be not blam- 
woꝛthy foz any man to vſe Gods gifts, and ta delite in them, 
vet it he loue the giftes,x fozget the giner, he is very vnkind, 
E ifhe lone both the giftes and the giuer, vnleſſe the one loue 
far ſurmonat the other-, that in compariſon of the greater 
- the leſſe be dꝛowned, and appeare nothing, that loue is dlloz 
dꝛed, taking god foz the belt, and reſting where it ſhould be- 
gin. J leau here vnſaid, that health x ſtrength of bodye may 
impaire by lickenes. wife by loſſe ol death, and freindes turns 
02 without delerte be taken atoaytto the octaion 6f great he- 
uinelle andſozrow-ofal which who lo maketh other wile his 
actompt, is larre deteiued, ſo that to leaue them whole vntou⸗ 
che d ol any milhap befoze rehearſed, audmany other that may 
chaunce, is not loſt but gaine. This haue you made me in an 
argument, handled by many men excellent in 
ning and wit put my pen td the boke, that in to ſaꝝ to painte 
after Apelles, and graue after Liſippus tuhich wile artificers 
euer ſhunned to doe, Wherein as loue hathcauſed me to doe 
againſt my will, ſomult the ſame mous you to beare wit 
tat is ta litle, 0zto much, and ſo amilſe, which is al J fear 
— — nated Mn 
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